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Hello, Northeast Ohio Counties!

What a nice roller coaster of weather over the past week.  
Winter, spring and summer weather all in the span of 
three days!  Hopefully drier weather will stay in the 
forecast for this week to allow our fields to dry up in order 
for weed burn down and fertilizer applications to start up 
again.

We have our next fertilizer certification workshop 
tomorrow afternoon in Burton, Ohio.  A reminder that we 
will be hosting a certification session monthly through 
September.  Grape producers will want to get their 
reservations in for the Pinot Gris production school by 
tomorrow at noon (scheduled for next Tuesday).  Have a 
great Easter weekend!

David Marrison 
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Ashtabula County

Lee Beers
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Trumbull County

Photo via ABC News
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Beware: Tick Numbers Could be on the Rise this Spring 
By Matt Reese, Ohio Country Journal- April 2017 
Source: http://ocj.com/2017/03/beware-tick-numbers-could-be-on-the-rise-this-spring/ 

The warm winter weather has many concerned that ticks will be early and plentiful this spring. Those 
working outdoors need to be on the 
lookout. 

Aside from just providing a serious case of 
the heebie-jeebies, ticks are a real, and 
growing threat to human and animal health 
because they carry diseases. According to 
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, 
blacklegged ticks are active throughout the 
year in Ohio with the adults active in the 
spring, fall and winter. The nymphs are 
active in the spring and summer and the 
larvae are active in late summer. The onset 
of human Lyme disease cases occurs all 
year in Ohio, but incidents peak in summer                                                                                                
following the emergence of the nymphs. 

Lyme disease is caused by the bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi and is transmitted to humans through the 
bite of infected blacklegged ticks, according to the Ohio Department of Health. Typical symptoms include 
fever, headache, fatigue and a characteristic skin rash called erythema migrans — the “bull’s-eye” rash. 
Lyme disease occurs primarily in the Northeastern and upper Midwestern United States with Ohio 
located in between. Ohio has reported fairly low occurrence of Lyme disease in the past, but since 2010 
blacklegged tick populations in Ohio have increased dramatically and their range continues to expand, 
particularly in the forest habitats. Increased cases of Lyme disease have followed. 

Greene County Christmas tree grower Matt Mongin had an awful run-in with Lyme disease that he hopes 
to help others avoid.  “After 30 years in the Christmas tree business, in 2015 I encountered Lyme 
disease. I am not sure when I got it, but in the fall just before we opened our farm after Thanksgiving I 
got seriously sick. My wife took me to the emergency room and within 24 hours I lost consciousness,” 
Mongin said. “The physicians in the ICU weren’t sure if I would live. They gave me a cocktail of 
antibiotics that they thought might help and it worked. Within three or four days I regained consciousness 
and I was better but I was in the hospital for 13 days. I lost my entire 2015 sales season. It took another 
4.5 months of daily injections of antibiotics to cure the Lyme disease.” 

The Center for Disease Control reports 30,000 new cases of Lyme disease each year around the 
country, but experts believe that most cases are never reported. There were 112 Ohio confirmed Lyme 
disease cases in 2015 with 42 more probable cases, up from 58 in 2005.  “Lyme disease specialists 
around the country say that Lyme disease is hugely under reported and their current estimate is 300,000 
new cases each year,” Mongin said. 

The best protection from tick bites is to simply avoid areas where they are present during the months 
when the nymphs are most active from March through August. Of course, many in agriculture do not 
have that option. 

Provided by the Ohio Department of Health   
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“The next best thing to do is to understand the life cycle of the tick. They have a complex life cycle with 
four phases from eggs to larvae to nymph to adult. At each phase they need a blood meal from a warm-
blooded mammal,” he said. “Typically the smallest ticks have their blood meal from a mouse or other 
small rodent.  The larger ticks look for bigger mammals like humans.” 

Because the nymphs require larger animals for a food source, they are highly dependent on deer in Ohio 
to move and find mates. Fencing to prevent deer can be effective in avoiding ticks and Lyme disease in 
commonly used outdoor areas. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention suggests tips to create 
tick-safe zones for children, family members and employees to make areas less attractive to ticks 
through landscaping. These include: 

• Clear tall grasses and brush around homes and at the edge of lawns. 

 Place a three-foot wide barrier of wood chips or gravel between lawns and wooded areas and 
around patios and play equipment. This will restrict tick migration into recreational areas. 

 Mow the lawn frequently and keep leaves raked. 
 Stack wood neatly and in a dry area to discourage rodents that ticks feed on. 
 Keep playground equipment, decks, and patios away from yard edges and trees and place them 

in a sunny location, if possible. 
 Remove any old furniture, mattresses, or trash from the yard that may give ticks a place to hide. 

Mongin also stressed the importance of dressing appropriately. “When you are out in the woods you 
need to dress to prevent them from having access to your skin. They are out there and you want long 
pants and long shirts when you are outdoors near the woods or trees where ticks are,” he said. “Wear 
long pants, socks and long sleeved shirts. Tuck your pants into your socks or boots and secure them 
with a cord, rubber band or Velcro tie. Then shower as soon as you go indoors and look for ticks on your 
skin and in your hair. Wash and dry your clothing on high heat as soon as you can. Anti-tick sprays with 
Deet can also be helpful.” 

Ticks are flightless and do not jump. They crawl up tall grass, shrubs and bushes and wait for warm-
blooded mammals to pass by. Then they grab onto fur or clothing and then crawl to areas of soft skin. 
Those who do find a tick on their skin need to remove it quickly.  “Ideally you will see that tick and 
remove it quickly and if you do you will probably not get the disease. Ticks should be removed with a set 
of fine tweezers. Pull the tick’s head out of the skin and wash well with alcohol or soap and water. Heat 
or matches are not helpful. Then save the tick and show it to your doctor,” Mongin said. “You can take it 
in a plastic bag to your physician and they will advise you what to do next. Often they will give you an 
oral antibiotic to take for a couple of weeks and that will be the end of it. The bigger problem is if you 
have a tick bite and don’t know it.” 

Their bites do not cause itching so ticks can be hard to find. If it is not found and removed, a tick will feed 
and leave after a day or two. “The tick really needs to be embedded in your skin for a couple of days for 
you to get the disease. You may get a bulls-eye rash where the tick bit you and it is very distinctive. If 
you don’t get the rash but you’ve been bitten, you could get persistent Lyme disease that has flu-like 
systems with fever, headaches, joint pain, and chills,” Mongin said. “You need to talk to your medical 
professional and let them know that you have been in a position where you could have been exposed to 
ticks. Then they can do a blood test and get you the antibiotics you need to cure the disease. You 
probably will never know you have Lyme disease until you see a definitive rash or you have a blood test 
that shows you have antibodies to the bacteria that causes Lyme disease.” 
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Antibiotics that are prescribed for Lyme disease include Amoxicillin, Tetracycline, Cefuroxime and 
Doxycycline. Left untreated, Lyme disease can be debilitating and challenging to cure.  In addition to 
Lyme disease, the blacklegged tick is also the principal vector of human granulocytic anaplasmosis and 
babesiosis. The ticks may be co-infected with several disease agents, and some ticks may 
simultaneously infect a host with two or more of these diseases, according to Ohio State University 
Extension. Two other tick species in Ohio are medically important because they are disease vectors — 
the American dog tick and the lone star tick. All tick species are vectors of the heebie-jeebies. 

Andrew Hudak Hired As Executive Director for 4-H Camp Whitewood 
OSU Extension is pleased to announce Andrew Hudak has accepted the position of Executive 
Director/.Program Manager for the Camp Whitewood. Andy took over on Monday, 
April 3, 2017.  Andy comes to Ohio State with rich camp and park experience in 
Northeast Ohio. Most recently, he served as Recreation Specialist for Cleveland 
Metroparks where he managed outdoor recreation programs and classes 
including paddle boarding, sailing, rock climbing and multi-day recreation events.  
  
Prior to that, Andy served as Program Specialist to the Ohio state University 
Extension – Cuyahoga County where he assisted Marie Barnie with the Beginning 
Farmer and Rancher Development Grant and created the Kinsman Farm. Andy 
also served as the Parks Supervisor and Naturalist for the City of Brunswick and 
the Expedition Coordinator at the University of Rhode Island W. Alton Jones Campus. He received his 
bachelor’s degree in Environmental Studies/Economics Management from Ohio Wesleyan University 
and is currently enrolled in the MBA program at Baldwin Wallace University.  
  
As Program Manager/Executive Director, Andy will develop and strengthen relationships with schools 
and other user groups as well as provide leadership to the 4-H summer camping program at 4-H Camp 
Whitewood. Andy will continue to foster strong relationships with the Camp Board and Staff and work to 
actively engage new dynamic programs and events at Camp.  
   
Andy will play a key role in advocating on behalf of the best interests of Camp Whitewood and 
implementing new programs and initiatives to grow the camping program. We are excited to welcome 
Andy to Camp Whitewood and OSU!  
 
Applications Being Accepted for Summer Master Gardener Training Program 
The Ashtabula County Extension office is taking applications from Ashtabula County residents for the 
2017 Summer Ashtabula & Lake County Master Gardener training program.  If you have a strong interest 
in gardening and enjoy helping others, you are invited to apply to become an Ohio State University 
Extension Master Gardener volunteer for Ashtabula County.   
 
To become an OSU Extension Master Garden volunteer, you must attend 11 training sessions held from 
June through August 2017 and volunteer 50 hours of horticultural service to the community through 
Extension educational programming after the training.  Such service could include teaching adults and 
youth about gardening, planting and maintaining Extension demonstration gardens, answering gardening 
questions from the public, judging flower and vegetable projects at local fairs, or assisting community 
garden participants.   
 
As a benefit of becoming a Master Gardener, you will increase your knowledge and understanding of 
such varied horticultural topics as best cultural practices for growing flowers and vegetables, house plant 
care, plant disease, lawn care, and insect pest identification and control and much, much more.  Course 
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topics include: history of OSU Extension, plant physiology, soils, composting, fertilizers, herbs, 
houseplants, plant propagation, plant pathology, diagnostics, entomology, integrated pest management, 
vegetables, lawns, woody ornamentals, fruits, landscape maintenance, and making effective 
presentations. 
 
An information meeting will be held Monday, May 1, 2017 from 5:00 to 5:45 p.m. in the downstairs 
meeting room of the OSU Extension office at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson.  Specifics with regards to the 
application process, training schedule, course fee, and fingerprinting requirements will be shared at this 
meeting.  It is not mandatory to attend this session if you are applying.   
 
The dates for this year’s training program are: June 7, 15, 21 & 28; July 12, 19, & 26, and August 2, 9 & 
30.  This program is taught in conjunction with the Lake County Master Gardener program.  Five of the 
sessions will be taught at the Ashtabula County Extension Office in Jefferson and five will be taught in 
Lake County.  All courses will be taught from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  There is a $210 course fee that 
covers course materials, refreshments, and speaker travel costs. Registration is limited and all 
applications are due by May 10, 2017.  Interviews for the class will be held on May 15, 2017.  Please call 
the Ashtabula County Extension Office at 440-576-9008 for more information or for a complete 
application packet.    
 
How Much Are You Paying for the Privilege of Milking Cows? 
By Dianne Shoemaker, Field Specialist, Dairy Production Economics 
Originally Printed in the April 6, 2017 Farm and Dairy 
 
Since 1999, I have kept a spreadsheet for Federal Order 33 milk prices.  For each month the Class III 
milk price and Producer Price Differential are listed and then added together to calculate the Statistical 
Uniform Price.  Monthly MILC payments were listed from 2002 through 2014, MPP margins taking their 
place in October 2014.  Annual averages for each item summarize each year’s data. 
 
When updating the spreadsheet recently, it was a pleasure to see that the January and February 2017 
Class III milk prices were more than $3 per cwt. higher than they were a year ago.  The statistical uniform 
price for each month was higher than the corresponding month in both 2016 and 2015.  I suspect there 
were sighs of relief in farm offices across the country.  Sadly, more cows and more milk in domestic and 
foreign markets as well as a relatively strong dollar and uncertain policy are threatening this increase in 
the milk markets. 
 
Controlling expenses will continue to be an important factor in both short and long-term profitability of 
dairy farms.  The challenge continues to be controlling costs without negatively affecting growth, 
production, reproduction, animal and personnel welfare.  With that in mind, regular review of overall costs 
is in order.   
 
The more things change… 
 
The more they stay the same.  Feed,  labor, depreciation, and supplies were the top 4 expenses for all 
farms and the top 20% of farms in 2015 (2016 numbers are being completed now).  These were the top 
four expenses in 2013 and 2014 as well.     
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Table 1. Average expenses, dollars per hundredweight, and percent of total direct and indirect expenses, 
for 39 Ohio farms, and high 20%1 of farms, Ohio, 20152 

 
Avg. all 
Farms 

 
% Total 

Expenses
3 

High 
20%

% Total 
Expenses

Feed $11.88  55.46 $10.42 57.88

Hired Labor 2.44  11.40 2.09 11.61

Breeding Fees 0.41  1.91 0.31 1.72

Veterinary 0.62  2.89 0.49 2.72

Supplies 0.92  4.30 0.62 3.44
Contract 
Production 

0.20  0.93 0.22 1.22

Fuel & Oil 0.25  1.12 0.23 1.28

Repairs 0.48  2.24 0.24 1.33

Custom Hire 0.69  3.22 0.17 0.94

Utilities 0.48  2.24 0.51 2.83
Hauling & 
Trucking 

0.52  2.42 0.46 2.55

Marketing 0.29  1.35 0.28 1.55

Bedding 0.42  1.96 0.40 2.22

Total Direct 
Expenses 

$19.60  $16.42

   
Depreciation 0.92  4.30 0.95 5.27
Interest 0.38  1.77 0.24 1.33
Miscellaneous 0.52  2.43 0.38 2.11
Total 
Overhead 
Expenses (OH) 

$1.82  $1.58

   
Total Direct & 
OH Expenses 

$21.42  $18.00

1Farms sorted by net return per cow. 
2Ohio Farm Business Summary Dairy Enterprise Analysis Including Benchmark Reports 2015.  The Ohio 
State University. 
3Percent of total direct and overhead expenses. 
 
What is the take home?  For most herds, the 4 highest costs will be feed, labor, depreciation, and 
supplies.  How much potential - and realistic - savings are there for your farm?  We cannot cut costs only 
to negatively impact current and future health and production.   
 
Depreciation of machinery, equipment, and buildings is a hard number to change.  This number (7% of 
the balance sheet inventory value for machinery and equipment, and 5% for buildings and 
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improvements) represents normal wear, tear, and use of these items in the course of business for the 
year.  The biggest opportunity to impact that number is before machinery, equipment, and buildings are 
purchased.  Is a purchase a want or a need?  Is it realistic to expect cows to pay for this item or 
improvement?  How much will it cost per cwt or per cow?  What benefits and economic returns will it 
provide? 
 
The best tools for comparing your farm to other Ohio farms are the benchmark reports included in the 
Ohio Dairy Enterprise Analysis Summaries which can be found at http://farmprofitability.osu.edu   
Directions on the charts explain their use.  Bottom line, you can see the range of income and expense 
items for other Ohio farms.  Specifically these allow farms to set realistic goals for trimming expenses. 
 
Combine this review with an evaluation of net return per cow.  Is it positive?  This has been a challenge 
for farms in the down price cycle.  If it is positive, is it high enough to cover all the demands for principal, 
family living, income taxes, etc.?  Finding the balance will be the ongoing challenge for today’s dairy farm 
businesses. 

Establishing New Forage Stands  
By: Mark Sulc 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2017-08/establishing-new-forage-stands 

This month provides one of the two preferred times to seed perennial cool-season forages. The other 
preferred timing for cool-season grasses and legumes is in late summer, primarily the month of August 
here in Ohio. The relative success of spring vs. summer seeding of forages is greatly affected by the 
prevailing weather conditions, and so growers have success and failures with each option. 

Probably the two primary difficulties with spring plantings are finding a good window of opportunity when 
soils are dry enough before it gets too late, and managing weed infestations that are usually more 
difficult with spring plantings. The following steps will 
help improve your chances for successful forage 
establishment in the spring. 

1. Make sure soil pH and fertility are in the 
recommended ranges.  Follow the Tri-state Soil 
Fertility Recommendations 
(https://forages.osu.edu/forage-
management/soil-fertility-forages) .  Forages are 
more productive where soil pH is above 6.0, but 
for alfalfa it should be 6.5 – 6.8. Soil phosphorus 
should be at least 15 ppm for grasses and 25 
ppm for legumes, while minimum soil potassium 
in ppm should be 75 plus 2.5 x soil CEC. If 
seedings are to include alfalfa, and soil pH is not at least 6.5, it would be best to apply lime now 
and delay establishing alfalfa until late summer (plant an annual grass forage in the interim). 

2. Plant high quality seed of known varietal source adapted to our region. Planting “common” seed 
(variety not stated) usually proves to be a very poor investment, yielding less even in the first or 
second year and having shorter stand life. 

3. Plant as soon as it is possible to prepare a good seedbed in April. Try to finish seeding by late 
April in southern Ohio and by the first of May in northern Ohio. Timely April planting gives forage 
seedlings the best opportunity to get a jump on weeds and to be established before summer 
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stress sets in. Weed pressure will be greater with later plantings, and they will not have as strong 
a root system developed by early summer when conditions often turn dry and hot. 

4. Plant into a good seedbed. The ideal seedbed for conventional seedings is smooth, firm, and 
weed-free. Don’t overwork the soil. Too much tillage depletes moisture and increases the risk of 
surface crusting. Firm the seedbed before seeding to ensure good seed-soil contact and reduce 
the rate of drying in the seed zone. Cultipackers and cultimulchers are excellent implements for 
firming the soil. If residue cover is more than 35% use a no-till drill. No-till seeding is an excellent 
choice where soil erosion is a hazard. No-till forage seedings are most successful on silt loam 
soils with good drainage and are more difficult on clay soils or poorly drained soils. 

5. Plant seed shallow (¼  to ½ inch deep) in good contact with the soil. Stop and check the actual 
depth of the seed in the field when you first start planting. This is especially important with no-till 
drills. In my experience, seeding some seed on the surface indicates most of the seed is about at 
the right depth. 

6. When seeding into a tilled seedbed, drills with press wheels are the best choice. When seeding 
without press wheels or when broadcasting seed, cultipack before and after dropping the seed, 
preferably in the same direction the seeder was driven. 

7. In fields with little erosion hazard, direct seedings without a companion crop in the spring allows 
harvesting two or three crops of high-quality forage in the seeding year, particularly when seeding 
alfalfa and red clover. 

8. For conventional seedings on erosion prone fields, a small grain companion crop can reduce the 
erosion hazard and will also help compete with weeds. Companion crops usually increase total 
forage tonnage in the seeding year, but forage quality will be lower than direct seeded legumes. 
Take the following precautions to avoid excessive competition of the companion crop with forage 
seedlings: (i) use early-maturing, short, and stiff-strawed small grain varieties, (ii) plant 
companion small grains at 1.5-2.0 bu/A, (iii) remove companion crop as early pasture or silage, 
and (iv) do not apply additional nitrogen to the companion crop. 

9. During the first 6 to 8 weeks after seeding, scout new seedings weekly for any developing weed 
or insect problems. Weed competition during the first six weeks is most damaging to stand 
establishment. Potato leafhopper damage on legumes in particular can be a concern beginning in 
late May to early June. 

10. The first harvest of the new seeding should generally be delayed until early flowering of legumes, 
unless weeds were not controlled adequately and are threatening to smother the stand. For pure 
grass seedings, generally harvest after 70 days from planting, unless weeds are encroaching in 
which case the stand should be clipped earlier to avoid weed seed production. 

New Forage Website Launched 
By: Mark Sulc 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2017-08/new-forage-website-launched 

Our new Ohio Forages website has been launched, and can be found at https://forages.osu.edu/.  This is 
the same url as our old Ohio Forage Network site.  We intend for this website to be the go-to place to find 
all things forage within the Ohio State University Extension system. We are still in the process of adding 
content but it already includes a fair amount of information and news on forage and pasture 
management. We will be adding to each section over time. Be sure to check out the Resources tab for 
some cool photos and links to some of our favorite forage-related websites. A brand new feature we plan 
to add over the next few months is a place to add and compile videos on key aspects of forage 
management.  So browse around in it and let me (sulc.2@osu.edu) know if you have any suggestions. 

 



 
Northeast Ohio Agriculture 8 OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
  Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 
 
 
 
 

 
Still Trying to Figure Out What to do with Dicamba in Xtend Soybeans this Year? 
By: Mark Loux 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2017-08/still-trying-figure-out-what-do-
dicamba-xtend-soybeans-year 
 
Even if you are planting RR Xtend soybeans, the answer to this could be – maybe nothing.  A number of 
growers have told us that even though they are planting RR Xtend soybeans, they plan on “letting the 
dust” settle this first year and stay with their regular herbicide program.  And then of course there are 
also some solid reasons to use dicamba in a preplant or postemergence treatment, depending upon 
what has been done in the field already and whether previous practices have been ineffective for control 
of certain herbicide-resistant weeds.  A few other things to consider before we cover some of the 
dicamba use options: 

 Be sure to know the dicamba labels and stewardship guidelines well.  It might be worth assessing 
fields now to determine whether some just should not be treated with dicamba based on sensitive 
surroundings, and whether for others the wind direction the day of intended application will be a 
major consideration.  

 While we use the term “dicamba” throughout this article for the sake of brevity, only three 
dicamba products are labeled for use in Xtend soybean herbicide programs – XtendiMax, 
FeXapan, and Engenia.  Use of other dicamba products is not legal. 

 For those planting both nonXtend and Xtend soybeans where dicamba use is planned, some type 
of system to ensure that dicamba is applied to the right fields might be in order. 

 Check the websites for the dicamba products for approved mixtures and nozzles while in the 
planning stages, and be sure not to deviate from this list.  We have these links in the Jan 23 
dicamba post on our blog – u.osu.edu/osuweeds. 

 If relying on a custom applicator for dicamba applications, be aware that some are still declining 
to apply dicamba on soybeans this year, and other are charging higher fees for dicamba.  This is 
good information to have now. 

There are several possible approaches to use of dicamba in Xtend soybeans.  We tend to look at this 
with regard to three weeds, marestail, giant ragweed, and waterhemp (and common ragweed in areas), 
since current herbicide programs control everything else well usually, and these are our major herbicide-
resistant weeds in the state.  Our assumption is that where it is used, dicamba will be one component of 
the comprehensive two-pass approach of burndown and residual herbicides followed by postemergence 
herbicides that gets used on most of our soybeans.  So our thoughts here are really along the lines of 
where dicamba can be plugged into this program to replace or supplement the other herbicides.  

Where current herbicide programs for RR soybeans are still effective for control of these more 
problematic weeds, there’s not necessarily a need for dicamba.  One reason for use could be to reduce 
the selection pressure for resistance to certain herbicides due to their continuous use or overuse.  An 
example of this is the reliance on site 14 herbicides (Valor and other flumioxazin herbicide, Flexstar and 
other fomesafen products, Cobra/Phoenix) in preemergence and postemergence applications for control 
of common ragweed that is resistant to glyphosate and ALS inhibitors.  Continued use of this practice in 
soybeans is pushing the ragweed to become resistant to site 14 herbicides as well, and swapping in 
dicamba for fomesafen or Cobra in the postemergence treatment can mitigate this.  The same thing can 
be said about waterhemp, based on the importance of POST-applied site 14 herbicides for control of 
glyphosate/ALS resistant populations, and the tendency for this weed to fairly rapidly develop resistance 
to anything used postemergence even as often as every other year.  
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There can be issues of cost/effectiveness where dicamba is a better choice.  For example, 
postemergence combinations of glyphosate + dicamba are likely to be more effective on 
glyphosate/ALS-resistant giant ragweed than combinations of glyphosate + fomesafen (Flexstar etc) for 
about the same money.  Dicamba can have a good fit in preplant burndown programs for control of 
marestail, to replace or supplement 2,4-D.  The advantage to dicamba on marestail occurs primarily in 
fields not treated with herbicide last fall, since those are the fields where the variability in 2,4-D 
effectiveness has been observed for the most part.  Dicamba will be more expensive than 2,4-D, but also 
more consistently effective in that specific situation. 

There are instances where dicamba will just be more effective than current herbicides, especially in weed 
populations for which herbicides have been so badly mismanaged for years that multiple resistance 
occurs and the population continues to increase.  For growers who have multiple resistance already in 
ragweeds and waterhemp, the ability to use dicamba in postemergence applications may be the only 
good option left.  The ability to use dicamba postemergence can certainly be helpful for marestail where 
the combination of preplant herbicides and suppression by soybeans fails to result in adequate 
control.  Keep in mind when making seed choices that use of glufosinate in LibertyLink soybeans 
accomplishes most of what has been mentioned here also.  And that failure to use any of these new 
technologies judiciously can result in selection for resistance to them as well and possibly reduce their 
utility fairly rapidly.  Our assumption is that growers who have mismanaged current technology can just 
as easily mismanage and break any new tools as well.  I would say “you know who you are” here but I 
would guess these growers are not avid CORN newsletter readers. 

Finally, using dicamba instead of 2,4-D in the preplant burndown treatment does away with having to 
wait 7 days to plant soybeans, which certainly allows for more flexibility in the spraying/planting 
operation.  Dicamba and glyphosate can be applied anytime before or after planting (and even after 
soybean emergence), but keep in mind the residual herbicides included in mixtures cannot.  Almost all of 
the residual products have to be applied before soybean emergence.  Any residual product that contains 
flumioxazin (Valor) should be applied within 3 days after planting per product labels.  This restriction is in 
place to minimize the risk of injury to soybeans when application occurs too close to crop emergence.  In 
our experience, risk of soybean injury with any product containing flumioxazoin or sulfentrazone 
(Authority) increases when applied at or after planting, compared with application a week or more prior to 
planting.  Our suggestion for these products in the “Weed Control Guide for Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois” is 
that they be applied at least a week ahead of planting, even in dicamba systems where a wait between 
application and planting is not required.  

And a reminder also that weather can wreak havoc with the best plans.  Planning to plant a lot of 
soybean acres first, with the assumption that the dicamba/glyphosate/residual mixture can be applied to 
all of these acres prior to soybean emergence (or within 3 days of planting where flumioxazin is used) 
can look good in theory.  Insert a big rain somewhere in there and this can become more difficult to 
achieve.  From a time and weather management perspective, the better approach would be to start 
applying dicamba/residual mixtures over the next several weeks as fields dry out, instead of trying to do it 
all at or after planting.  And just a final note – while dicamba is more effective on marestail than 2,4-D is, 
waiting too long in spring to apply it can result in some problems controlling larger plants.  In one 2016 
OSU study, control of overwintered marestail plants, where stem elongation had started, was reduced 
when mixtures of dicamba and residual herbicides were applied in early May.  
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Managing Frost Injured Alfalfa 
By Mark Sulc, Jeff Stachler 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2017-07/managing-frost-injured-alfalfa 
 
We have recently observed some alfalfa fields with frost damage and received reports of some plant 
heaving. Alfalfa broke dormancy with the warm weather in late February and early March (see article in 
C.O.R.N. Newsletter on 7 March), which was followed by hard freezes over several nights in mid-March. 
Observations in one field indicate that freeze damage was 
worse in pure alfalfa stands than alfalfa mixed with grasses. 
There is a wide range of plant response to the freeze from 
dead stems (~5% of stems in pure stands) to very little injury 
and normal growth (~65% of stems). The remaining stems 
have dead leaves with somewhat normal growing points, or 
growing points where the leaves are curled up and not 
unrolling properly, or growing points with no new leaves but 
that are not brown. The growing point of other stems just 
does not seem normal. 
 
Time and weather conditions through April and into May will 
tell how much this damage will affect the first cutting. We don’t expect to see permanent damage to 
established, healthy alfalfa stands from this late freeze, but stands that were weak at the end of 2016 will 
likely recover more slowly. 
 
Back in 2007 we had a strong spring frost that occurred in late April that caused severe damage, killing 
the growing stems that were 4-7 inches tall at the time. Some stems recovered, but the more severely 
injured stems died back and new ones had to be initiated from the crown. Our alfalfa experiments on the 
Western Branch Research Station near South Charleston that year showed variable injury and recovery. 
An experiment with soil pH of 6.4 was more severely injured than nearby experiments with soil pH of 6.8 
to 7.0. The more severely damaged experiment yielded a half ton per acre less in the first cutting, but as 
the growing season progressed it improved and reached yields similar to the experiments that suffered 
less injury. 
 
Frost injury to new spring growth puts a strong stress on 
plants. Alfalfa plants in early spring are at a low energy 
reserve status. Most of the stored energy reserves have 
been used to survive the winter and to initiate new growth 
with the early warm temperatures. 
 
Stands that were healthy and vigorous going into the winter 
last fall should recover just fine, especially those with good 
soil pH and fertility, good surface and internal drainage, 
and that were not cut in the mid-fall period last year. 
Stands that were in a less than ideal condition going into 
the winter will probably suffer more injury and recover more slowly, because their energy status is lower. 
Keep a close eye on fields in that condition during the next two weeks. 
 
Where injury appears severe, dig up some taproots of alfalfa and split them lengthwise.  If the inner root 
tissue is soft, spongy, and possibly discolored, then those plants will or already have died. In contrast, 
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healthy root tissue will be firm and white. If topgrowth is frosted, but roots are healthy, then the plant 
should recover in time. 
 
If fertility levels are below optimum, make corrective applications as soon as soils are firm and dry 
enough to support traffic. Weakened spring growth might result in more winter annual invasion, so keep 
an early watch for weed development. Winter annuals are 
difficult to control in the spring, but options exist to slow 
them down if applied early enough. Also, keep checking 
fields for alfalfa weevil feeding as spring progresses, 
especially in fields that were frost-damaged. You might 
want to consider a lower action threshold in fields with 
weaker alfalfa growth. For more information on alfalfa 
weevil see http://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/ENT-32. 
 
In fields showing more frost damage now, be sure to delay 
the first harvest by a week to give the plants more time to 
recover energy reserves for initiating regrowth. This 
especially includes fields that were cut last fall, or that were 
severely injured by potato leafhopper last summer. 
      
Photo Credit: Jeff Stachler 
 
Last Call for Registration for the 2017 Pinot Gris Grape & Wine Production School to be held on 
April 18 in Geneva, Ohio 
Ohio has a long tradition of growing flavorful grapes that produce high quality wines.  OSU Extension 
invites commercial grape growers and wine makers to attend a one day school on Pinot Gris.  This 
workshop is being held to increase the skills of grape growers and wine makers in growing this variety 
and making high quality wines.  This workshop will be on Tuesday, April 18, 2017 at Virant Family 
Winery located at 541 Atkins Road in Geneva, Ohio.  Registration will begin at 9:30 a.m. and the 
workshop will run from 10:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.   
 
Pinot Gris Grape Production 
Attend and learn more about the best management practices in growing Pinot Gris grapes.  Learn about 
variety characteristics, training systems, clones, and best viticulture practices for growing this variety.  
Learn the pros and cons of growing Pinot Gris.  A review of the extensive 
research which has been completed by OSU personnel in Kingsville and 
Wooster, Ohio on Pinot Gris grapes will also be shared.   
 
Pinot Gris Wine Production 
Learn more about creating high quality Pinot Gris wine.  Attendees will 
acquire more information about Pinot Gris Enology trials which have been 
conducted by the OSU enology program.  Critical cellar procedures and 
potential wine styles for Pinot Gris will also be covered. This presentation 
will include a tasting of research wines. 
 
Ohio Commercial Grower/Winemaker Panel 
A panel of experienced Pinot Gris commercial growers and winemakers will share their experiences.  
Learn the essential growing practices and important winemaking procedures from experienced local 
growers and vintners in producing premium quality Pinot Gris wines.  Additional discussion will also be 
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provided as to the potential for this variety to exhibit the value and characteristics of a “signature grape 
variety” for the region.  A commercial wine tasting will follow the panel presentation. 
 
Featured Speakers 
This workshop will feature the teaching of Dr. Imed Dami, Professor & Extension Viticulturist, and Mr. 
Todd Steiner, Enology Program Manager & Outreach Specialist, from The Ohio State University. We are 
also pleased to have a panel of experienced growers and wine makers sharing their knowledge as well. 
 
Lunch & Refreshments 
Lunch and refreshments will be provided as part of the registration fee.  Participants will be treated to 
Virant’s award winning chicken sandwiches or hamburgers with a side of pasta or potato salad. Non-
alcoholic beverages and dessert will be provided.  Beer and wine will be available for purchase.  
 
Registration Details 
Pre-registration is required by Monday, April 10, 2017. This has been extended until noon 
Wednesday, April 11, 2017.  Call the Extension office at 440-576-9008 to reserve your spot.  
Registration fee is $25.00/per person.  Registration includes refreshments, lunch, speaker travel 
expenses, and program handouts.  Make checks payable to OSU Extension, and mail to Ashtabula 
County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. A registration flyer can be found at: 
http://go.osu.edu/ne-events.  More information about this program can be obtained by calling the 
Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008.  This workshop is being sponsored by OSU 
Extension, the Ohio Agricultural Research & Development Center (OARDC) and Ohio Grape Industries 
Committee. 
  
Ashtabula County Agricultural Scholarship Applications Being Taken 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Agricultural Scholarship Committee are pleased to announce 
the scholarship committee will be presenting a minimum of fourteen scholarships for the 2017-2018 
school year to Ashtabula County students enrolled in either an accredited full four year college or an 
accredited two year technical institute. Scholarships awarded this year will include:  
 

 Up to $5,000 will be awarded from the Ashtabula County Agricultural Scholarship Fund to 
Ashtabula County students enrolled in agriculture, natural resources, family & consumer 
sciences, or environmental sciences.   

 Two $1,000 Ashtabula County Holstein Club Scholarships shall be awarded to deserving 
Ashtabula County students from a commercial dairy farm family enrolled in two year technical 
institute or full four year college.  Or this scholarship may be awarded to a student studying 
animal science. 

 The $1,000 Allan C. Jerome Memorial Scholarship shall be awarded to an Ashtabula County 
student enrolled in agriculture, natural resources, family & consumer sciences, or environmental 
sciences.  It is the wish of the donors that first preference be given to graduates of the 
Pymatuning Valley School District. 

 The $1,000 Kellogg Memorial Scholarship shall be awarded to a student who has at least 
completed their freshmen year of a two year technical or four year undergraduate college 
program in the study of production agriculture, dairy science, or farm management. This 
scholarship is given in the memory of W.H., David W., and Pauline Kellogg. 

 The $1,000 Lester C. Marrison Memorial Scholarship shall be awarded to a deserving Ashtabula 
County student enrolled in agriculture, natural resources, or family & consumer sciences.  
Secondary preference will be given to a student pursuing a degree in education. 

 At least one $1,000 Service-Jerome Scholarship shall be awarded to a student studying 



 
Northeast Ohio Agriculture 13 OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
  Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 
 
 
 
 

agriculture, natural resources, family & consumer sciences, or environmental sciences at The 
Ohio State University or the Agricultural Technical Institute.  It is the wish of the donors that 
applicants from the Pymatuning Valley School system be given 1st choice; Grand Valley Local 
Schools, 2nd choice; Jefferson Area Schools, 3rd choice; and all other districts, 4th choice.   

 The $1,000 Harold and Dick Springer Memorial Scholarship shall be awarded to a deserving 
Ashtabula County student enrolled in agriculture, natural resources, family & consumer sciences, 
or environmental sciences. Secondary preference will be given to a student pursuing a degree in 
education. 

 Two $1,000 Centerra Co-op Scholarships shall be awarded to an Ashtabula County student 
enrolled in either a four year college or an accredited two year technical institute. The family must 
derive a portion of their income from farming. 

 The $1,000 Christopher L. Zaebst Memorial Scholarship shall be awarded to an Ashtabula 
County Student enrolled in an Associate's degree, Bachelor's degree OR accredited technical 
school studying an area of their choice. Preference is to a family who derives a portion of their 
income from dairy, or another source of production ag (crops or livestock). A student who 
successfully completed a 4-H or FFA livestock project for 3 or more consecutive years is also 
eligible. If the student maintains a 3.0 grade average (by proof of transcript) during the award 
year, an additional $500.00 scholarship will be awarded to the student. 

 The $1,000 Prochko Family Memorial Scholarship shall be awarded to an Ashtabula County 
student enrolled in agriculture, veterinarian sciences, or environmental sciences.  It is the wish of 
the donors that first preference be given to graduates of the Jefferson Area School District or for a 
student whose family derives their income from a dairy farm.  

 The $500 Lautanen Family 4-H Scholarship shall be awarded to a student who is or was an 
Ashtabula County 4-H club member for a minimum of five years.  The student must demonstrate 
outstanding achievement in 4-H project work, outstanding leadership qualities, above average 
scholastic record, and a record of community service.  

 The $500 Jim Baird Memorial Scholarship shall be awarded to deserving Ashtabula County 
student from a commercial dairy farm family enrolled in two year technical institute or full four 
year college.  Or this scholarship may be awarded to a student studying animal science. 

 
Both graduate and undergraduate students who are studying agriculture, natural resources, home 
economics, and environmental sciences are strongly encouraged to apply.  The scholarships are for a 
one year period.  A student may apply and be awarded a scholarship in three years from the scholarship 
fund. This is a new change to the scholarship rules.  Previously a student could only apply and win in 2 
funding cycles.  
 
Application forms with complete instructions for applying are now available and can be received by 
stopping in at the Extension Office or by calling 440-576-9008.  Applications can be accessed at: 
http://go.osu.edu/agscholarship.  The application deadline is May 1 and no late applications will be 
considered. More information can be obtained about these scholarships by contacting the OSU 
Extension-Ashtabula County office at 440-576-9008 or emailing 
ashtabulacountyagscholarship@gmail.com 

231 
Joe Bodnar Memorial Northern Classic Steer & Heifer Show to be held on Saturday, April 22 
The Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association will be sponsoring the 20th Annual Joe Bodnar Memorial 
Northern Classic Steer & Heifer Jackpot Show on Saturday, April 22 at the Ashtabula County 
Fairgrounds in Jefferson, Ohio. This good old fashion jackpot show will start promptly at noon. 
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The show is open to all youth under the age of 21 and will begin promptly at noon.  An entry fee of $30 
per head is required.  Cash prizes will be awarded to individual class winners and to the Champion 
Steer, Reserve Champion Steer, Champion Heifer, and Reserve Champion Heifer.   In addition to the 
open show, a Showmanship class and an Ashtabula County Class will be held.  Local residents are 
encouraged to come out and watch this show. A registration flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-
events.  More information about this program can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension 
office at 440-576-9008  
 
Hydrangea School to be Held on May 3, 2017 in Jefferson, Ohio 
The Ashtabula County Extension office is pleased to be offering a Hydrangea School on Wednesday, 
May 3, 2017 at the Ashtabula County Extension Office located at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson, Ohio from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  Join OSU Extension Educator Eric Barrett to discover the world of hydrangeas. Learn 
about types, care, pruning and bloom times. You’ll receive a quick reference chart to take to the garden 
center and a hydrangea plant to take home.  The registration fee for this workshop is $30 per 
person.  Please make checks payable to OSU Extension. Registration includes handouts, light 
refreshments and a hydrangea plant to take home for your landscape. Please mail completed registration 
form to OSU Extension, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, Ohio 44047. Due to space limitations, this program will 
be limited to the first 50 registrants.  First come, first served basis. For questions, please call 440-576-
9008.  A registration flyer can also be obtained at: flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events. 
 
2017-2018 Ashtabula County Beef Scholarships Applications Available 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association are pleased to announce they will be 
awarding two youth beef scholarships for the 2017-2018 school year.  One $1,000 scholarship will be 
awarded to a deserving 2017 High School Senior who will be attending an accredited full four year 
college or an accredited two year technical institute in 2017-2018. In addition, one $500 scholarship will 
be awarded to a current College Student who is currently attending an accredited full four year college or 
an accredited two year technical institute.   
 
Applicants must be resident of Ashtabula County. The first preference by the Ashtabula County 
Cattlemen’s Association is the scholarships be awarded to deserving students who have been involved 
in the beef industry as a youth.  Examples of this could include: working on a family beef operation; 
involved with a beef project through 4-H or FFA; or works on a local beef farm. The second preference 
for the scholarship recipients would be awarded to students who are currently or will be studying a beef 
related field in accredited full four year college or an accredited two year technical institute.  Previous 
winners of the $1,000 High School Senior Scholarship are eligible to apply for the $500 College 
Scholarship.  However, the $500 college scholarship can only be received once by a student during their 
college career. 
 
Applications must be received by the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association by May 1, 2017 by 4:30 
p.m. for consideration for the scholarship.  No late applications will be considered.  The application can 
be obtained at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events   Additional information can be obtained by calling the 
Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008. 
 
Tri-County Grape Growers 2017 Steak Dinner to be held on Thursday, May 4  
The Tri-County Grape Growers Association is pleased to announce they will be hosting their third annual  
Steak Dinner on Thursday, May 4 from 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. at the Harpersfield Community Center.   
Pre-sale tickets are required with each ticket costing $30.00 per person.  The ticket price includes a one-
year membership in Tri-County Grape Growers.  Please RSVP by April 28 to guarantee seating.  All are 
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welcome to attend.  Tickets may be purchased from the OSU Extension Office in Jefferson, Ohio (440- 
576-9008), John Linehan (440-466-3207) or from any active Tri-County Grape Grower Member. 
 
David’s Weekly News Column 
Hello Ashtabula County!  What beautiful weather to kick off Easter week in Ashtabula County!  It is nice 
to see nicer weather return.  Here is hoping that it continues!  Today, I would like to share how our 
farmers and farm cooperatives are helping their fellow farmers, share details on the Northern Classic 
Steer Show and remind you of a great hydrangea class which is being offered at the beginning of May.  
Have a great Easter! 

****** 
Many of you may have seen on television the devastation from the wildfires which blazed across Kansas 
and Oklahoma in early March.  Over 800,000 acres of grassland and 9,000 head of cattle were 
consumed by these horrific fires.  In addition, thousands of miles of fences, houses, ranches and towns 
were burnt to the ground.  The pictures and reports from friends who have been out to this area are 
horrific.   
 
The cattle that survived the fire are now left with no grazing land.  But where tragedy strikes - hope rises. 
One characteristic of farmers is their deep conviction for one another and for the land they work.  
Already, farmers from northeast Ohio have banned together to send 20 plus loads of hay and supplies to 
Kansas and Oklahoma.  One of our dairy board members drove a load of hay out to Oklahoma a few 
weeks ago and another family from Austinburg is taking a load after Easter.  An Ohio to Kansas Relief 
group has been established and over 20 additional loads of hay are planned to be delivered on April 21. 
All donated from northeast Ohio family farms.   
 
It is heart-warming to see the response from our farm community.  I know others will be traveling out to 
Kanas and Oklahoma on their spring vacations to help re-build fence.  So what if I am not a farmer and I 
do not have hay to send?  How can I help?  One way to help is to stop by the Centerra Country Store 
located at 161 East Jefferson Street in Jefferson, Ohio to make a cash donation.  Centerra Coop, 
formally known as Western Reserve Farm Cooperative, will match every $5 donation with a t-post which 
can be used to help rebuild pasture fences.  My hats off to Centerra Coop for offering this way for all of 
us to help!  What a great reminder for Easter Week. 

****** 
The Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association would like to invite all of our county beef youth to show 
their fair steer and heifers at the 20th Annual Joe Bodnar Memorial Northern Classic Steer & Heifer 
Jackpot Show on Saturday, April 22 at the Ashtabula County Fairgrounds in Jefferson, Ohio. This is a 
great chance for our youth to get their fair animals some “show” experience before the Ashtabula County 
fairy in August.   
 
The show is open to all youth under the age of 21 and will begin promptly at noon.  Each year we have 
youth from all parts of Ohio, New York and Pennsylvania travel to our fairgrounds to participate in this 
show.  Cash prizes will be awarded to individual class winners and to the Champion Steer, Reserve 
Champion Steer, Champion Heifer, and Reserve Champion Heifer.   In addition to the open show, a 
Showmanship class and an Ashtabula County Class will be held. Local residents are encouraged to 
come out and watch this show. An entry fee of $30 per head is required.  A registration flyer can be 
found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events.  More information about this program can be obtained by calling 
the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008.  I hope to see many of our youth at this event! 

***** 
A reminder the Ashtabula County Master Gardeners will be offering a Hydrangea School on Wednesday, 
May 3, 2017 at the Ashtabula County Extension Office located at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson, Ohio from 
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6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  Join OSU Extension Educator Eric Barrett to discover the world of hydrangeas. Learn 
about types, care, pruning and bloom times. You’ll receive a quick reference chart to take to the garden 
center and a hydrangea plant to take home.  The registration fee for this workshop is $30 per person.   
 
Registration includes handouts, light refreshments and a hydrangea plant to take home for your 
landscape.  Due to space limitations, this program will be limited to the first 50 registrants and we only 
have about 10 spots remaining.  For questions, please call 440-576-9008.  A registration flyer can also 
be obtained at: flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events. 

****** 
To close, I would like to share a quote from Bede Griffiths who stated, “God had brought me to my knees 
and made me acknowledge my own nothingness, and out of that knowledge I had been reborn. I was no 
longer the centre of my life and therefore I could see God in everything.”  Have a good and safe Easter. 
 
Don’t Forget About Your Houseplants 
By: Ashtabula County Master Gardeners 
 
Even though spring has arrived and we are itching to get outside into our gardens, the Ashtabula County 
Master Gardeners would like to encourage you to not forget about your houseplants. So today’s column 
will take an in-depth look at houseplants! 
 
What is a houseplant?  Basically, any plant that is inside your house.  Each plant has its own individual 
needs for water, light , space and food.  Unlike outdoor plants, the house plants live in an environment 
made for and controlled by you.  They have to accommodate to your needs.  Many are tropical plants 
that live in warm, humid sometimes very sunny, sometimes very shady environments.  We obtain them 
because they look good to our eye.  We get them home and anything can happen.  Most were grown in a 
greenhouse.  How many of us own a greenhouse?   
  
As the saying goes, you should talk to your plants.  That means, give them some attention.  Look at 
them, touch them, assess them.  They are not a picture on the wall, but rather a living, breathing thing.   
One of their basic needs is water.  How much water should you give them?  Enough!  First of all, when 
should you water them?  When they need it.  Each season presents different environments.  In the 
summer, the air conditioning cools the house and dries it out.  In the winter, the heating warms the house 
and makes it dry, as well.  Fall and spring will vary based on the outside temperatures and conditions.   
 
Generally, in the house, it's dry.  So you will have to assess the water needs of your plants daily.  While 
there are many gadgets out there to buy, the best one is your finger.  Simply stick a finger in a pot.  If it 
comes out wet, the plant does not need water, if it's dry, water it.  Very simple.  How much water do you 
give?  That depends on the size of the plant, size of the pot, type of soil in the pot and if the pot is porous 
or not.   
 
If you use pots with holes in them you will never over water.  The excess will drain out and an added 
benefit is you will create some humidity for the plant to enjoy. Cover the hole with pieces of broken pots, 
or use a coffee filter. If you do not have a pot with a drain hole, make sure you don't over water.  It's so 
easy to do.  That will kill the plant.  Every plant needs soil.  You can buy plant soil wherever it is sold.  
Many of these are top soil that someone bagged. It may or may not be good for your plants.  It may or 
may not contain contaminants.  With watering, it could become a muddy gluey mess.   
 
Or, you can buy components of soil and make your own.  You can purchase peat moss, vermiculite, and 
perlite which will make up a very nice homemade soil.  It will be sterile and you can vary the components 
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based on the needs of the plant.  A good basic soil is two parts peat moss, one part vermiculite and one 
part perlite.   Each component has a job.  The peat moss adds organic material to the soil.  This helps 
feed the plant and holds water.  The vermiculite also retains water.  The perlite allows for drainage of 
water and helps to create air pockets in the soil.  You can buy these in small quantities or in large 
quantities.  If you buy large bags, consider putting each one in a clean trash can with a lid.  That way, 
you can take what you need and the rest stays fresh.  Use a smaller container, like a small trash can for 
mixing up the soil.  This soil cannot only be used for planting in pots, but also for propagation. 
  
Light is necessary.  Plants use light to create their own food.  This is called photosynthesis.  Some plants 
need lots of light, some do not.  A south facing window will give a lot of light, whereas a northern window 
will give much less.  Window coverings, window types, and size of the window will also determine  the 
amount of useable sunlight each plant gets.   
 
When you first bring a plant home, it may lose leaves.  That is normal.   You have taken it out of its ideal 
environment and brought it into your less than ideal environment.  Be patient. Most will accommodate to 
your house.  There are many options on the market for supplemental lighting.  Use of them depends 
upon your needs and budget.  In most cases, they are not needed.   
  
When you shop you will find plant food on the shelves.  Consider this…in nature how are plants fed?  
They live in soil which is proper for their needs and they get the correct amount of sunlight.  In some 
cases, their leaves fall and help feed them as well.  So, should you feed them?  Maybe.  If you observe 
them and they are doing very well, maybe they are getting what they need.   
 
If you feel you must feed them, go lightly.  A good rule of thumb is to dilute the manufacturer's 
recommendation by at least half.  Remember, you can always add more, but it's hard to take away.  
What type of food to get?  Some is water soluble.  Basically, you mix it in water and water the plant.  
Some is dry granules or in beads that you lay in the soil and whenever you water the plant, they slowly 
break down and feed the plant.  Either one is good.  Just remember to go lightly. 
  
When you look at your plants and talk to them. Look for bugs.  Somehow, they magically appear!  Spider 
mites, aphids, and scale are common.  If you have a small infestation, you can wipe them off with a 
damp cloth.  Consider giving your plant a shower.  Place it in the sink, or if it's larger, in the shower, and 
turn on the water.  Lukewarm water is the best for this.  Wipe the plant while it's getting wet to remove 
the invaders. Don't forget the underside of the leaf!  Learn what these look like and look for them often.  
They can come in with a new plant.  So consider a weeklong or more quarantine. This allows them to get 
used to your house and gives you time to look for bugs.  They can rapidly spread to your other plants 
and mess them up!  Other controls include sprays like organic soap, wiping the plant with rubbing 
alcohol, and insecticides made for home use.  
  
Propagation of houseplants is very simple.  With most, take a cutting with at least two or three nodes and 
put it in the soilless mix. Water it and watch it grow roots.  When you go to a friend's house and you like a 
plant, ask them for a cutting.  If you prune a plant, try doing this.  Some plants, like pathos, will root by 
simply putting it in soil while attached to the plant.  Once roots have formed and the plant feels stable in 
the pot, cut it and you have a new plant.  Some plants, like African violets, only require one leaf in 
propagating soil to reproduce.  Don't be afraid to try these very simple methods on any plant.  If you have 
a cutting of a succulent, try letting it dry out for a day or two before you stick it in soil.  If not, it may rot!   
  
Sometimes a plant may outgrow its pot. They can become pot bound.  You will see its roots curling up 
the sides of the pot.  It will need a larger pot.  This is a very good time to clean the plant, prune it, and 
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maybe even divide it.  Any sharp utensil will work to divide it.  Simple place the sharp utensil in the center 
of the plant, making sure that both halves have roots, and cut down. Put each half in a separate 
container.  Now you have two of the same plant that you can enjoy together or in separate places.   
  
Houseplants are a very easy way to decorate a home. They bring life and color to your personal living 
space.  They are fun and easy to work with and fun to live with!   
 
Upcoming 2017 Spring Extension Program Dates 
The following programs have been scheduled for Northeast Ohio farmers this upcoming winter.  
Complete registration flyers can be found at: http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-
natural-resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines 
 
Composting: Getting the Most from Your Garbage 
April 20 at the Trumbull County Extension Office 
 
2017 Northeast Ohio Grape School – A Focus on Pinot Gris 
April 18 at Virant’s Winery 
 
2017 Joe Bodnar Memorial Northern Classic Steer & Heifer Show 
Saturday, April 22 at the Ashtabula County Fairgrounds 
 
Hydrangea School 
Wednesday, May 3 at the Ashtabula County Extension office 
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Composting: Getting the 
Most from Your Garbage

Join us on Thursday, April 20th to learn about proper composting techniques to get the 
most return for your garden. Trumbull County Extension Educator, Lee Beers, will discuss 
what will compost, how to manage disease (human and plant), weeds, and nutrient value. 
We will be outside for a portion of the class to review common composting mistakes, so 
please dress for the weather. 

To register, complete the back side of the flyer and mail with payment to OSU Extension, 
520 West Main St, Suite 1, Cortland, OH 44410. Please make checks payable to OSU 
Extension. Payment can be made at the door on the day of the event, but please call 330-
638-6783 to register in advance if you plan to attend. 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

CF A E S provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. F or more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Thursday,

April 20, 2017
10am – Noon

Trumbull County Ag Center
520 West Main St.
Cortland, OH 44410

Cost: $15/person Pre-Registration is 
requested

Call 330-638-6783 for more 
information



OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

trumbull.osu.edu

CF A E S provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. F or more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Composting: Getting the Most from 
Your Garbage

Registration Form
April 20, 2017

Name ___________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________

State ______________________ Zip _______________________

Phone	 _______________________ Email		______________________

Number	of	People	Attending:

__________	X	$15	per	person	=	$_________________

Please	make	checks	payable	to:	OSU	Extension

Mail	registration	to:	OSU	Extension,	520	West	Main	St.,	Suite	1,	Cortland,	
OH	44410	

Call	330-638-6783	or	email	beers.66@osu.edu	for	more	information



	2017 Pinot Gris Grape & Wine         
Production School  

 
 
 

 

 
 
Ohio has a long tradition of growing flavorful grapes that produce high quality wines.  One of the grapes which 
Ohio grape growers have excelled at growing is Pinot Gris.  This workshop is being held to increase the skills 

of grape growers and wine makers in growing this variety and making high quality wines.  Registration will 
begin at 9:30 a.m. and the workshop will run from 10:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  See complete registration form on 
the back of this sheet.  This workshop is being sponsored by OSU Extension, the Ohio Agricultural Research & 

Development Center (OARDC) and Ohio Grape Industries Committee. 
 
Pinot Gris Grape Production 
Attend and learn more about the best management practices in growing Pinot Gris grapes.  Learn about 
variety characteristics, training systems, clones, and best viticulture practices for growing this variety.  Learn 
the pros and cons of growing Pinot Gris.  A review of the extensive research which has been completed by 
OSU personnel in Kingsville and Wooster, Ohio on Pinot Gris grapes will also be shared.   
 
Pinot Gris Wine Production 
Learn more about creating high quality Pinot Gris wine.  Attendees will acquire more information about Pinot 
Gris Enology trials which have been conducted by the OSU enology program.  Critical cellar procedures and 
potential wine styles for Pinot Gris will also be covered. This presentation will include a tasting of research 
wines. 
 
Ohio Commercial Grower/Winemaker Panel 
A panel of experienced Pinot Gris commercial growers and winemakers will share their experiences.  Learn the 
essential growing practices and important winemaking procedures from experienced local growers and 
vintners in producing premium quality Pinot Gris wines.  Additional discussion will also be provided as to the 
potential for this variety to exhibit the value and characteristics of a “signature grape variety” for the region.  A 
commercial wine tasting will follow the panel presentation. 

Featured Speakers 
This workshop will feature the teaching of Dr. Imed Dami, Professor & Extension Viticulturist, and Mr. Todd 
Steiner, Enology Program Manager & Outreach Specialist, from The Ohio State University. We are also 
pleased to have a panel of experienced growers and wine makers sharing their knowledge as well. 
 
Lunch & Refreshments 
Lunch and refreshments will be provided as part of the registration fee.  Participants will be treated to Virant’s 
award winning chicken sandwiches or hamburgers with a side of pasta or potato salad. Non-alcoholic 
beverages will be provided.  Beer and wine will be available for purchase.  

 
 
 

Tuesday, April 18, 2017 
10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

  Virant Family Winery 
541 Atkins Road 

Geneva, Ohio 44041 
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 



 
 
Virant Family Winery, Inc 
541 Atkins Road 
Geneva, Ohio 44041 
440-466-6279 
Winemaker@VirantFamilyWinery.com 
http://virantfamilywinery.com 
 
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

2017 “Intensive Pinot Gris Grape & Wine Production School” Registration Form 
 

Pre-registration is required by Monday, April 10, 2017. Registration fee is $25.00/per person.  Registration 
includes refreshments, lunch, speaker travel expenses, and program handouts.  Make checks payable to OSU 
Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you have 
any questions please call 440-576-9008. 
 
Name____________________________________  Phone_____________________ 
 
Address__________________________________  City__________________ Zipcode________ 
 
Email____________________________________  County________________________________  
 
# of Reservations_______________$25 per RSVP   
 
_______# of chicken sandwich lunches 
_______# of hamburger lunches 
 
_____Yes, pre-order a Midwest Fruit Pest Management Guide for me at $20.50.  Please enclose payment with 
registration sheet. 

 
 

Contact the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008 for more information.  

Travel South from 
Interstate 90 on Route 
534 for 2.1 miles. Turn 

right (west) of South River 
Road and travel 2.1 miles.  
Turn south (left) on Atkins 
Road.  Winery will be 0.3 
mile on right side of road.  

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on 

a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.



2017 Northeast Ohio Commercial Fertilizer Application   
Certification Sessions 

 
Due to Ohio’s new legislation, any farmer who applies commercial fertilizer to 50 or more acres must attend a 
fertilizer certification class no later than September 30, 2017.  The OSU Extension offices in northeast Ohio will be 
offering 3 hour certification sessions monthly in 2017 so that producers may obtain their certification. Farmers 
(from any county) are welcome to attend the session which fits their schedule best.  
 
Who needs a fertilizer certification? 
Fertilizer certification is required if you apply fertilizer (other than manure) to more than 50 acres used for 
agricultural production grown primarily for sale. If you have the co-op or other custom applicator make your 
fertilizer applications, you do not need the certification. 
 
What fertilizer is included in the certification? 
Fertilizer is any substance containing nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, or other plant nutrient in a dry or liquid 
formulation. All application types (broadcast, side dress, sub-surface, knifing, etc.) are included in the certification 
requirement. The only application exempted is start-up fertilizers that are applied through a planter. Lime and 
limestone are not considered fertilizers in the certification process. 
 
Who is exempt from the training requirement? 
Applicators who are a Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) or Ohio Certified Livestock 
Manager (CLM) are not required to attend training to become certified for 
fertilizer applications. They, however, must register with the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture. 
 
When do I need the certification? 
The certification must be obtained by September 30, 2017.  
 
Date    Location      Time 
March 21, 2017   Ashtabula County Extension Office   6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  
April 12, 2017   Geauga County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
May 10, 2017   Trumbull County Extension Office   6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
June 14, 2017   Ashtabula County Extension Office   9:00 to 12:00 noon 
August 17, 2017  Trumbull County Field Day (location TBD)  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
September 14, 2017  Geauga County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

There is no registration fee to attend.  However, pre-registration is required as only 40 persons can attend each 
session.  All registrations will be handled through the Geauga County Extension office.  Mail the registration form 
to OSU Extension-Geauga County, PO Box 387, Burton, Ohio 44021. You can also call the Geauga County 
Extension office (440-834-4656) to registration or to obtain more information. 
 

Name________________________________  County________________________ 

Email address__________________________  Phone Number_________________________ 

Do you hold a Private or Commercial Pesticide Applicator’s License? ______yes ______no 

If yes, please include pesticide license number____________________________ 

Session I will be attending (check choice): 

__________March 21, 2017   _________April 12, 2017   __________May 10, 2017  
 
__________June 14, 2017  __________August 17, 2017   __________September 14, 2017  
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CFAES provides research and related educational programs 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 

information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 



Addresses & Maps to Locations 
 

 
 
 
Ashtabula County Extension Office 
39 Wall Street, Jefferson, Ohio 44047 
440-576-9008 
http://ashtabula.osu.edu  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Geauga County Extension  
14269 Claridon-Troy Road, Burton, Ohio 44021 

440-834-4656 
http://geauga.osu.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trumbull County Extension Office 
520 West Main Street, Cortland, Ohio 44410 
330-638-6783 
http://trumbull.osu.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 CFAES provides research and related educational programs 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 

information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
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