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Hello, Northeast Ohio Counties!

Wow, we are finishing March with a flurry of 
Extension programs.  We had a full house for 
the fertilizer certification program last Tuesday 
and then we had a great crowd for the 
Northeast Ohio Beef Clinic.  John Grimes did an 
exceptional job teaching about feeding a small 
beef herd and how to use hay tests to alter your 
feeding program.  

Our regional Women in Ag Conference and 
Small Farmer Conference in Massillon on 
Friday and Saturday were also well attended.  
We are now taking registrations the Pinot Gris 
grape and wine production school to be held on 
April 18.  I hope also to see many of you at the 
4-H Pancake Breakfast this Sunday!  Have a 
great week!

David Marrison 
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Ashtabula County

Lee Beers
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Trumbull County

Photo via ABC News
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2017 Pinot Gris Grape & Wine Production School to be held on April 18 in Geneva, Ohio 
Ohio has a long tradition of growing flavorful grapes that produce high quality wines.  OSU Extension 
invites commercial grape growers and wine makers to attend a one day school on Pinot Gris.  This 
workshop is being held to increase the skills of grape growers and wine makers in growing this variety 
and making high quality wines.  This workshop will be on Tuesday, April 18, 2017 at Virant Family 
Winery located at 541 Atkins Road in Geneva, Ohio.  Registration will begin at 9:30 a.m. and the 
workshop will run from 10:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.   
 
Pinot Gris Grape Production 
Attend and learn more about the best management practices in growing Pinot Gris grapes.  Learn about 
variety characteristics, training systems, clones, and best viticulture practices for growing this variety.  
Learn the pros and cons of growing Pinot Gris.  A review of the extensive 
research which has been completed by OSU personnel in Kingsville and 
Wooster, Ohio on Pinot Gris grapes will also be shared.   
 
Pinot Gris Wine Production 
Learn more about creating high quality Pinot Gris wine.  Attendees will 
acquire more information about Pinot Gris Enology trials which have been 
conducted by the OSU enology program.  Critical cellar procedures and 
potential wine styles for Pinot Gris will also be covered. This presentation 
will include a tasting of research wines. 
 
Ohio Commercial Grower/Winemaker Panel 
A panel of experienced Pinot Gris commercial growers and winemakers will share their experiences.  
Learn the essential growing practices and important winemaking procedures from experienced local 
growers and vintners in producing premium quality Pinot Gris wines.  Additional discussion will also be 
provided as to the potential for this variety to exhibit the value and characteristics of a “signature grape 
variety” for the region.  A commercial wine tasting will follow the panel presentation. 
 
Featured Speakers 
This workshop will feature the teaching of Dr. Imed Dami, Professor & Extension Viticulturist, and Mr. 
Todd Steiner, Enology Program Manager & Outreach Specialist, from The Ohio State University. We are 
also pleased to have a panel of experienced growers and wine makers sharing their knowledge as well. 
 
Lunch & Refreshments 
Lunch and refreshments will be provided as part of the registration fee.  Participants will be treated to 
Virant’s award winning chicken sandwiches or hamburgers with a side of pasta or potato salad. Non-
alcoholic beverages and dessert will be provided.  Beer and wine will be available for purchase.  
 
Registration Details 
Pre-registration is required by Monday, April 10, 2017. Registration fee is $25.00/per person.  
Registration includes refreshments, lunch, speaker travel expenses, and program handouts.  Make 
checks payable to OSU Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, 
Jefferson, OH 44047. A registration flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events.  More information 
about this program can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008.  
This workshop is being sponsored by OSU Extension, the Ohio Agricultural Research & Development 
Center (OARDC) and Ohio Grape Industries Committee. 
  

http://go.osu.edu/ne-events
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Ashtabula County Agricultural Scholarship Applications Being Taken 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Agricultural Scholarship Committee are pleased to announce 
the scholarship committee will be presenting a minimum of fourteen scholarships for the 2017-2018 
school year to Ashtabula County students enrolled in either an accredited full four year college or an 
accredited two year technical institute. Scholarships awarded this year will include:  
 

• Up to $5,000 will be awarded from the Ashtabula County Agricultural Scholarship Fund to 
Ashtabula County students enrolled in agriculture, natural resources, family & consumer 
sciences, or environmental sciences.   

• Two $1,000 Ashtabula County Holstein Club Scholarships shall be awarded to deserving 
Ashtabula County students from a commercial dairy farm family enrolled in two year technical 
institute or full four year college.  Or this scholarship may be awarded to a student studying 
animal science. 

• The $1,000 Allan C. Jerome Memorial Scholarship shall be awarded to an Ashtabula County 
student enrolled in agriculture, natural resources, family & consumer sciences, or environmental 
sciences.  It is the wish of the donors that first preference be given to graduates of the 
Pymatuning Valley School District. 

• The $1,000 Kellogg Memorial Scholarship shall be awarded to a student who has at least 
completed their freshmen year of a two year technical or four year undergraduate college 
program in the study of production agriculture, dairy science, or farm management. This 
scholarship is given in the memory of W.H., David W., and Pauline Kellogg. 

• The $1,000 Lester C. Marrison Memorial Scholarship shall be awarded to a deserving Ashtabula 
County student enrolled in agriculture, natural resources, or family & consumer sciences.  
Secondary preference will be given to a student pursuing a degree in education. 

• At least one $1,000 Service-Jerome Scholarship shall be awarded to a student studying 
agriculture, natural resources, family & consumer sciences, or environmental sciences at The 
Ohio State University or the Agricultural Technical Institute.  It is the wish of the donors that 
applicants from the Pymatuning Valley School system be given 1st choice; Grand Valley Local 
Schools, 2nd choice; Jefferson Area Schools, 3rd choice; and all other districts, 4th choice.   

• The $1,000 Harold and Dick Springer Memorial Scholarship shall be awarded to a deserving 
Ashtabula County student enrolled in agriculture, natural resources, family & consumer sciences, 
or environmental sciences. Secondary preference will be given to a student pursuing a degree in 
education. 

• Two $1,000 Centerra Co-op Scholarships shall be awarded to an Ashtabula County student 
enrolled in either a four year college or an accredited two year technical institute. The family must 
derive a portion of their income from farming. 

• The $1,000 Christopher L. Zaebst Memorial Scholarship shall be awarded to an Ashtabula 
County Student enrolled in an Associate's degree, Bachelor's degree OR accredited technical 
school studying an area of their choice. Preference is to a family who derives a portion of their 
income from dairy, or another source of production ag (crops or livestock). A student who 
successfully completed a 4-H or FFA livestock project for 3 or more consecutive years is also 
eligible. If the student maintains a 3.0 grade average (by proof of transcript) during the award 
year, an additional $500.00 scholarship will be awarded to the student. 

• The $1,000 Prochko Family Memorial Scholarship shall be awarded to an Ashtabula County 
student enrolled in agriculture, veterinarian sciences, or environmental sciences.  It is the wish of 
the donors that first preference be given to graduates of the Jefferson Area School District or for a 
student whose family derives their income from a dairy farm.  

• The $500 Lautanen Family 4-H Scholarship shall be awarded to a student who is or was an 
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Ashtabula County 4-H club member for a minimum of five years.  The student must demonstrate 
outstanding achievement in 4-H project work, outstanding leadership qualities, above average 
scholastic record, and a record of community service.  

• The $500 Jim Baird Memorial Scholarship shall be awarded to deserving Ashtabula County 
student from a commercial dairy farm family enrolled in two year technical institute or full four 
year college.  Or this scholarship may be awarded to a student studying animal science. 

 
Both graduate and undergraduate students who are studying agriculture, natural resources, home 
economics, and environmental sciences are strongly encouraged to apply.  The scholarships are for a 
one year period.  A student may apply and be awarded a scholarship in three years from the scholarship 
fund. This is a new change to the scholarship rules.  Previously a student could only apply and win in 2 
funding cycles.  
 
Application forms with complete instructions for applying are now available and can be received by 
stopping in at the Extension Office or by calling 440-576-9008.  Applications can be accessed 
at: http://go.osu.edu/agscholarship.  The application deadline is May 1 and no late applications will be 
considered. More information can be obtained about these scholarships by contacting the OSU 
Extension-Ashtabula County office at 440-576-9008 or 
emailing ashtabulacountyagscholarship@gmail.com 
 
Farming Riskier Under Climate Change 
By University of Illinois College of Agriculture 
Source: https://www.morningagclips.com/farming-riskier-under-climate-change/ 
 
Scientists the world over are working to predict how climate change will affect our planet. It is an 
extremely complex puzzle with many moving parts, but a few patterns have been consistent, including 
the prediction that farming as we know it will become more difficult.  Scientists infer the impact on 
agriculture based on predictions of rainfall, drought intensity, and weather volatility. Until now, however, 
the average farmer may not have been able to put predictions like these into practice. A new University 
of Illinois study puts climate change predictions in terms that farmers are used to: field working days. 
 
“Everything else flows from field working days,” says U of I and USDA Agricultural Research Service 
ecologist Adam Davis. “If you’re not able to work, everything else gets backed up. Workable days will 
determine the cultivars, the cropping system, and the types of pest management practices you can use. 
We’re simply asking, ‘Can you get in to plant your crop?'” 
 
In a previous study, the group developed models that reliably translated past climate data into field 
working days for Illinois. In the new study, they coupled those models with climate change scenarios to 
forecast field working days into the future.  The group ran the models for nine crop districts in Illinois for 
two time periods, mid-century (2046 to 2065) and late-century (2080 to 2099), using three climate 
scenarios ranging from mild to extreme.  The models suggest that the typical planting window for corn 
will no longer be workable; April and May will be far too wet to work the fields in most parts of Illinois. 
 
“Going forward, we’re predicting warmer and wetter springs, and drier, hotter summers,” Davis says. 
“The season fragments and we start to see an early-early season, so that March starts looking like a 
good target for planting in the future. In the past, March has been the bleeding edge; nobody in their right 
mind would have planted then. But we’ve already seen the trend for early planting. It’s going to keep 
trending in that direction for summer annuals.” 
 

http://go.osu.edu/agscholarship
mailto:ashtabulacountyagscholarship@gmail.com
https://www.morningagclips.com/farming-riskier-under-climate-change/
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Those drier, hotter 
summers are likely to 
change farming practices 
too, particularly in southern 
Illinois. 
“Drought periods will 
intensify in mid- to late-
summer under all the 
climate scenarios. If 
farmers decide to plant 
later to avoid the wet 
period in April and May, 
they’re going to run into 
drought that will hit yield 
during the anthesis-silking 
interval, leading to a lot of 
kernel abortion. That 
second planting window is 
probably pretty risky,” 
Davis says. 
 
Risk is the key word. If 
farmers bet on the early 
planting window and get hit with a frost or more March precipitation than expected, are they out of luck? 
Davis says they will have to choose to mud the seed in, plant a different hybrid, or even scrap corn and 
go for winter wheat later in the season. But given that many farmers choose hybrids and purchase seeds 
the previous fall, they’re unlikely to have that kind of flexibility come spring. Any miscalculation will be 
incredibly costly. 
 
“It will come down to whether crop insurers will move planting dates earlier in the spring. They’re going to 
need enough years of empirical evidence that this early window exists before they are likely to make that 
change,” Davis notes. 
 
The researcher suggests three strategies to cope with the changes. Farmers could plant early with long-
season cultivars to maximize yield potential, betting on a pollination window to open up before the 
drought kicks in. Or farmers could choose shorter-season cultivars, planting early and then harvesting 
before the drought, possibly sacrificing yield. 
 
The last strategy will require a more radical shift. “Create cropping systems that can deal with increased 
volatility by conserving soil moisture. Most of the effort in yield stability and resilience focuses on genetic 
improvement of crops. That’s good, but I think we’ve fallen behind in the cropping system management 
side. If you’ve got an elite cultivar that’s drought resistant in the same old cropping system that’s not 
shifting with environmental changes, then we’re not doing full justice to that cultivar,” Davis says. 
 
Given the weather in Illinois this late winter/early spring, this work seems particularly timely. 
“All this weird weather? It’s part of a trend,” Davis says. “Now is the time to prepare, because the future 
is here.” 
 
 

"Drought periods will intensify in mid- to late-summer under all the climate 
scenarios. If farmers decide to plant later to avoid the wet period in April and 
May, they're going to run into drought that will hit yield during the anthesis-
silking interval, leading to a lot of kernel abortion. That second planting window 
is probably pretty risky," says U of I and USDA Agricultural Research Service 
ecologist Adam Davis. (CraneStation, Flickr/Creative Commons) 
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Rethinking Gramoxone at a Reduced Price 
By Mark Loux, OSU Extension Weed Specialist 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2017-06/rethinking-gramoxone-reduced-price 
 
Gramoxone SL (paraquat) is one of those herbicides that in our opinion really could have been used 
much more than it has in recent years, to help with management of marestail and to interrupt the cycle of 
continuous glyphosate use. A relatively high price has been one of the obstacles to more widespread 
use, but the price was cut approximately in half this winter. One of the problems with the standard 
“glyphosate + 2,4-D + residual” burndown is that the 2,4-D is carrying the full load for control of emerged 
marestail, and this is especially a problem in fields not treated the previous fall where plants are harder to 
kill. Swapping in Gramoxone for glyphosate results in an additional herbicide that has activity on 
marestail. In our soybean research, Gramoxone alone rarely was adequate on marestail in the spring 
except on very small plants that had not overwintered. Most effective control of overwintered and larger 
marestail usually required a combination of Gramoxone, 2,4-D and metribuzin, or some product that 
contained metribuzin (Gramoxone and PSII inhibitors such as metribuzin and atrazine work well 
together). The same could probably be said for any relatively weedy no-till burndown situation, although 
some dealers have gotten by earlier in spring with a combination of Gramozxone and 2,4-D without the 
metribuzin. The addition of a product containing chlorimuron can also help with burndown when using 
Gramoxone. So an ideal mix could be something like Gramoxone + 2,4-D (or dicamba if approved for 
Xtend soybeans) + Canopy DF + maybe a few more ounces of metribuzin. Other products such as Valor 
XLT, Authority XL, etc can be used in place of Canopy DF, but will still need the addition of 6 or more 
ounces of metribuzin 75DF for most effective burndown. Treating a field the previous fall creates more 
flexibility in how Gramoxone could be used in the spring, since the primary weed targets until early May 
would likely be spring-emerging ragweeds and marestail and maybe a few winter annuals. Gramoxone 
applied at the appropriate rate would probably handle most of these without much help, although our 
suggestion would be to include at least metribuzin still. 

The same thing could be said for corn burndown programs – swap Gramoxone in for glyphosate – and 
make sure to include an atrazine-containing product. The more “diverse” no-till situations could probably 
still benefit from the inclusion of a growth regulator herbicide, but the Gramoxone + atrazine should be 
effective on emerged marestail. One advantage that Gramoxone has over glyphosate in corn burndown 
programs is where 28% is used as part or all of the spray carrier. Doing so with glyphosate is not 
optimum, as it tends to reduce the herbicide’s activity on larger weeds, and biennials and perennials. 
Whereas Gramoxone + atrazine can be even more effective when mixed with 28% due to the synergistic 
contact activity of all three ingredients. 

There are certainly situations where glyphosate is still a better choice for burndown than Gramoxone, 
including control of many cover crops, perennial grasses, and certain biennials and cool-season 
perennial broadleaf weeds that get an early start in spring. And there tends to be more flexibility in the 
application parameters for glyphosate versus Gramoxone. Optimizing these parameters for Gramoxone 
SL includes: 

- use rate of 3 pints/A or more in most situations, or 2 pints/A for the 3 lb/gal formulations 

- nozzles that are not coarser in droplet size than the current “medium to coarse” nozzle category. Some 
applicators believe that twin-orifice nozzles are most effective. 

- spray volume of 15 gpa or more 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2017-06/rethinking-gramoxone-reduced-price


 
Northeast Ohio Agriculture 6 OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
  Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 
 
 
 
 

- use of crop oil concentrate (1% v/v), which is generally more effective than nonionic surfactant (0.25% 
v/v). 

In addition, like glufosinate, Gramoxone will have most rapid and most effective activity in warmer sunny 
weather, although the choice of tank mix partners will certainly influence the overall effectiveness. This is 
not to say that glyphosate maintains effective activity in spring regardless of temperature, since slow kill 
of dense winter annuals with glyphosate + 2,4-D under cool conditions was one of the drivers for fall 
herbicide treatments. While we have mentioned primarily Gramoxone SL in this article, there are 
certainly generic equivalents which are as effective. The restricted use status of all of these products has 
also been one of the obstacles to more widespread use, along with real and perceived issues relative to 
product toxicity. It does have to be ingested to cause poisoning, and changes to the formulation over the 
years have resulted in a generally safer product. The US EPA recently issued a Human Health Mitigation 
Decision pertaining to paraquat, which will put in place additional measures to promote safe use. These 
will apply to all paraquat products and include: 

- label changes emphasizing paraquat toxicity and supplemental warning materials. 

- targeted training materials for paraquat users 

- closed-system packaging for all non-bulk (less than 120 gallon) end-use product containers 

- restricting use to certified applicators only (so prohibiting use by uncertified persons working under 
supervision of a certified applicator). 

Finally – unrelated to the rest of this article – you can find a 10-minute video update on the status of 
Palmer amaranth in Ohio on our website (u.osu.edu/osuweed – “palmer amaranth” section) and our 
Youtube page (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GU90og_G7SY&feature=youtu.be)  

Census of Agriculture Countdown Begins  
Source: https://www.morningagclips.com/census-of-agriculture-countdown-begins-2/ 

America’s farmers and ranchers will soon have the opportunity to strongly represent agriculture in their 
communities and industry by taking part in the 2017 Census of Agriculture. Conducted every five years 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the 
census, to be mailed at the end of this year, is a complete count of all U.S. farms, ranches, and those 
who operate them. 

“The Census of Agriculture remains the only source of uniform, comprehensive, and impartial agriculture 
data for every county in the nation,” said NASS Administrator Hubert Hamer. “As such, census results 
are relied upon heavily by those who serve farmers and rural communities, including federal, state and 
local governments, agribusinesses, trade associations, extension educators, researchers, and farmers 
and ranchers themselves.” 

The Census of Agriculture highlights land use and ownership, operator characteristics, production 
practices, income and expenditures, and other topics. The 2012 Census of Agriculture revealed that over 
three million farmers operated more than two million farms, spanning over 914 million acres. This was a 
four percent decrease in the number of U.S. farms from the previous census in 2007. However, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GU90og_G7SY&feature=youtu.be)
https://www.morningagclips.com/census-of-agriculture-countdown-begins-2/
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agriculture sales, income, and expenses increased between 2007 and 2012. This telling information and 
thousands of other agriculture statistics are a direct result of responses to the Census of Agriculture. 

“Today, when data are so important, there is strength in numbers,” said Hamer. “For farmers and 
ranchers, participation in the 2017 Census of Agriculture is their voice, their future, and their opportunity 
to shape American agriculture – its policies, services, and assistance programs – for years to come.” 

Producers who are new to farming or did not receive a Census of Agriculture in 2012 still have time to 
sign up to receive the 2017 Census of Agriculture report form by visiting www.agcensus.usda.gov and 
clicking on the ‘Make Sure You Are Counted’ button through June. NASS defines a farm as any place 
from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were produced and sold, or normally would have 
been sold, during the census year (2017).  For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture 
and to see how census data are used, visitwww.agcensus.usda.gov or call (800) 727-9540. 

Tough Times for Farm Income, Bright Spots on the Horizon 
Source Agweb: http://www.agweb.com/article/tough-times-for-farm-income-bright-spots-on-the-horizon-
naa-ashley-davenport/ 
 
The USDA is predicting farm income will decline 8.7 percent in 2017 to $62.3 billion, and it would be the 
4th consecutive year of declines, representing a 46 percent drop from the record-high in 2013. 
“Getting through the last two years has given some farmers some confidence, but the outlook is still 
pretty challenging as we look at ’17,” said Bill Johnson, president and CEP of Farm Credit Services of 
America. 
 
Nathan Kauffman, assistant vice president and Omaha Branch executive with the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Kansas City, says there are some bright spots, including soybean prices which are above breakeven. 
“There has been a decline in input costs as well,” said Kauffman. “We’re seeing lower fertilizer costs, 
cash rents have come down a little bit, not a lot, seed costs may be a bit lower.”  Historically, he says the 
downturn is nowhere near the crisis in the 80s, but this has been a real adjustment. 
 
“The downturn has been significant, but it’s been gradual,” said Kauffman. “A lot of producers are looking 
at how to get through this period of transition.” Farmers reacted to the recent economic downturn by first 
cutting back on discretionary spending like machinery, but now as that economic cycle continues, they’re 
having to manage down to every acre.  “Farmers aren’t buying anything—that’s one way they’ve been 
able to reduce their costs,” said Ron Moore, president of the American Soybean Association. “Another is 
they’re looking at lower-priced seed, maybe not buying all of the traits that they want.” 
 
They’re also watching fixed costs with the recent increase in interest rates and more on the way.  “That 
takes one big risk off the table for many farming operations if they can lock that interest rate in at today’s 
rates,” said Johnson.  Michael Swanson, a Wells Fargo economist, says that fixed interest rates coupled 
with good marketing is key to surviving this cycle.  “The exit for this part of the cycle is through input 
pricing and cash rents, which is a slow and painful process,” he said. “Don’t expect $5 corn and $14 
beans to bail you out of this cycle.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.agcensus.usda.gov/
https://www.agcensus.usda.gov/
http://www.agweb.com/article/tough-times-for-farm-income-bright-spots-on-the-horizon-naa-ashley-davenport/
http://www.agweb.com/article/tough-times-for-farm-income-bright-spots-on-the-horizon-naa-ashley-davenport/
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Asset Sales Plan Secures EU Backing for $130 Billion Dow, DuPont Merger 
By Foo Yun Chee, Successful Farming Staff  
Source: http://www.agriculture.com/markets/newswire/asset-sales-plan-secures-eu-backing-for-130-
billion-dow-dupont-merger?  

Dow Chemical and DuPont won the blessing of the European Union for their $130 billion merger on 
Monday by agreeing to sell substantial assets including key research and development activities.  The 
European Commission had been concerned that the merger of two of the biggest and oldest U.S. 
chemical producers would leave few incentives to produce new herbicides and pesticides in the future. 
The deal is one of a trio of mega mergers that will reshape the industry and consolidate six companies 
into three. 

Asset sales would ensure competition in the sector and benefit European farmers and consumers, the 
Commission said.  "We need effective competition in this sector so companies are pushed to develop 
products that are ever safer for people and better for the environment," European Competition 
Commissioner Margrethe Vestager said in a statement.  "Our decision today ensures that the merger 
between Dow and DuPont does not reduce price competition for existing pesticides or innovation for 
safer and better products in the future." 

The two other big deals in the industry are ChemChina's [CNNCC.UL] $43 billion bid for Syngenta and 
Bayer's acquisition of Monsanto.  Dow and DuPont said they were still on target for $3 billion in cost 
synergies and $1 billion in growth benefits.  The deal is still to be approved by regulators in the United 
States, Brazil, China, Australia and Canada, but the companies said they were confident of clearance in 
all remaining jurisdictions. 

"This regulatory milestone is a significant step toward closing the merger transaction, with the intention to 
subsequently spin into three independent publicly traded companies," Dow spokeswoman Rachelle 
Schikorra said in an email.  The EU approval may be a sign that U.S. regulators would follow suit 
because the agencies have traditionally coordinated on reviews and remedies for large multinational 
mergers, said Diana Moss, president of the American Antitrust Institute non-profit group.  However, any 
required asset sales would likely reflect antitrust concerns in the local marketplace.  "In the U.S., there 
are very high shares in corn and soybean seeds. We would expect those problems to be significant 
enough for enforcers in the U.S. to remedy them," Moss said.  

The 1,000-page decision underlined the significance of the merger. In return for the EU green light, 
DuPont will divest large parts of its global pesticides business, including its global research and 
development organization. The unit makes herbicides for cereals, oilseed rape, sunflower, rice and 
pasture and insecticides for insect control for fruits and vegetables. Dow, in turn, will sell two acid co-
polymer manufacturing facilities in Spain and the United States, as well as a contract with a third party 
through which it buys ionomers. The company has already found a buyer in South Korea's SK 
Innovation. 

"The main surprises here are the inclusion of the pesticides and the exclusion of any kind of seed 
assets," Bernstein analysts wrote in a note. The analysts also said they had expected EU to be 
concerned about the concentration of seed sales, and that they would require Dow to divest its corn 
seeds business.  "We see the required divestments here as smaller than we originally expected, due to 
the exclusion of seed assets". 

http://www.agriculture.com/author/successful-farming-staff
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Antitrust experts said the regulator's demand to sell large swathes of R&D facilities could set the 
benchmark for future deals. Lobbying group Friends of the Earth Europe criticized the EU decision, 
saying that the three deals would lead to three companies controlling about 70 percent of the world's 
agrichemicals and more than 60 percent of commercial seeds. "This decision to allow Dow Chemicals 
and DuPont to form the world's biggest agribusiness company will give giant corporations an even tighter 
toxic grip on our food and countryside. For the public and nature such mergers are marriages made in 
hell," said Adrian Bebb from Friends of the Earth Europe. 

The agriculture company it planned to create with DuPont will be able to serve farmers better, helped by 
leveraging strong pipeline in its seeds and chemistry business, and competitive prices, Dow's Schikorra 
said.  "We're concerned about the signal this sends for U.S. approval. We're concerned about further 
consolidation in an already highly concentrated industry," said Barbara Patterson, director of government 
relations for the National Farmers Union, which represents 200,000 U.S. farmers and ranchers.  Sources 
said last week that ChemChina's [CNNCC.UL] bid for Syngenta could be approved this week but the 
timing could slip. Bayer and Monsanto are set to ask for EU approval in the coming months. Shares of 
both Dow Chemicals and DuPont were marginally up in afternoon trading. 

(Reporting by Foo Yun Chee, Vishaka George and Karl Plume; editing by Robin Emmott/Keith 
Weir/Sriraj Kalluvila) 

Ashtabula County 4-H Pancake Breakfast 
Looking for a great meal while supporting the Ashtabula County 4-H Program?  If so, 
plan on attending the Ashtabula County 4-H Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, April 2, 
2017 from 7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Ashtabula County 4-H Expo Building located 
at 127 North Elm Street in Jefferson, Ohio. 
 
Attend and enjoy sausage, eggs and all you-can-eat pancakes provided by the 
Ashtabula County 4-H Advisory Committee.  Adult tickets will be $7 with senior 
tickets at $5.00.  Children under 6 are FREE.  Tickets available at the door.  All 
proceeds to benefit the Ashtabula County 4-H Program!  
 
Woodland Management Field Day to be held on April 8 in Chardon, Ohio 
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources will be hosting a Woodland Management Field Day on 
Saturday, April 8th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Hambden Orchard Wildlife Area on Sisson Road in 
Chardon, Ohio.   ODNR Service Forester Aaron Kash, ODNR Private Lands Biologist Ryan Jackson, and 
NRCS District Conservationist Jonathan Mauk will be offering a morning field day to discuss and 
demonstrate options for private woodland management. Various aspects of wildlife habitat, forest 
management/timber harvesting, and conservation practices will be covered.  This event is being held in 
the woods in previously harvested areas so appropriate footwear and attire will be necessary. This event 
is FREE but you must register by calling 440-564-5883 or emailing  aaron.kash@dnr.state.oh.us 
 
Chainsaw Safety Class to be held on April 8 
OSU Extension Trumbull County will be offering a chainsaw safety class on Saturday, April 8th from 9:00 
a.m. to 12:00 noon at the Trumbull County Ag and Family Education Center in Cortland, OH. This class 
is designed to help you handle and operate your chainsaw safely when you are clearing out a fence row, 
cleaning up after a storm, or any other time that you may use your chainsaw. The class will begin inside 
with an overview of protective equipment designed to minimize injury before moving to basic saw 
maintenance. We will cover saw basics, how to perform a safety check, and how to keep your chain 

mailto:aaron.kash@dnr.state.oh.us
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sharp. We will wrap up the morning with demonstrations outside to show proper tree felling and bucking 
techniques. 
 
Pre-registration is requested by April 5th, 2017. Cost for the class is $30/person and includes handouts, 
light refreshments, and additional materials. To register please complete the registration form and return 
to OSU Extension Trumbull County, 520 West Main St., Suite #1, Cortland, OH 44410. Please call 330-
638-6783 or email Lee Beers (beers.66@osu.edu) for more information. 

e231 
Joe Bodnar Memorial Northern Classic Steer & Heifer Show to be held on Saturday, April 22 
The Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association will be sponsoring the 20th Annual Joe Bodnar Memorial 
Northern Classic Steer & Heifer Jackpot Show on Saturday, April 22 at the Ashtabula County 
Fairgrounds in Jefferson, Ohio. This good old fashion jackpot show will start promptly at noon. 
 
The show is open to all youth under the age of 21 and will begin promptly at noon.  An entry fee of $30 
per head is required.  Cash prizes will be awarded to individual class winners and to the Champion 
Steer, Reserve Champion Steer, Champion Heifer, and Reserve Champion Heifer.   In addition to the 
open show, a Showmanship class and an Ashtabula County Class will be held.  Local residents are 
encouraged to come out and watch this show. A registration flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-
events.  More information about this program can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension 
office at 440-576-9008  
 
Hydrangea School to be Held on May 3, 2017 in Jefferson, Ohio 
The Ashtabula County Extension office is pleased to be offering a Hydrangea School on Wednesday, 
May 3, 2017 at the Ashtabula County Extension Office located at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson, Ohio from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  Join OSU Extension Educator Eric Barrett to discover the world of hydrangeas. Learn 
about types, care, pruning and bloom times. You’ll receive a quick reference chart to take to the garden 
center and a hydrangea plant to take home.  The registration fee for this workshop is $30 per 
person.  Please make checks payable to OSU Extension. Registration includes handouts, light 
refreshments and a hydrangea plant to take home for your  landscape. Please mail completed 
registration form to OSU Extension, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, Ohio 44047. Due to space limitations, this 
program will be limited to the first 50 registrants.  First come, first served basis. For questions, please call 
440-576-9008.  A registration flyer can also be obtained at: flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-
events. 
 
2017-2018 Ashtabula County Beef Scholarships Applications Available 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association are pleased to announce they will be 
awarding two youth beef scholarships for the 2017-2018 school year.  One $1,000 scholarship will be 
awarded to a deserving 2017 High School Senior who will be attending an accredited full four year 
college or an accredited two year technical institute in 2017-2018. In addition, one $500 scholarship will 
be awarded to a current College Student who is currently attending an accredited full four year college or 
an accredited two year technical institute.   
 
Applicants must be resident of Ashtabula County. The first preference by the Ashtabula County 
Cattlemen’s Association is the scholarships be awarded to deserving students who have been involved 
in the beef industry as a youth.  Examples of this could include: working on a family beef operation; 
involved with a beef project through 4-H or FFA; or works on a local beef farm. The second preference 
for the scholarship recipients would be awarded to students who are currently or will be studying a beef 
related field in accredited full four year college or an accredited two year technical institute.  Previous 
winners of the $1,000 High School Senior Scholarship are eligible to apply for the $500 College 

http://go.osu.edu/ne-events
http://go.osu.edu/ne-events
http://go.osu.edu/ne-events
http://go.osu.edu/ne-events
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Scholarship.  However, the $500 college scholarship can only be received once by a student during their 
college career. 
 
Applications must be received by the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association by May 1, 2017 by 4:30 
p.m. for consideration for the scholarship.  No late applications will be considered.  The application can 
be obtained at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events   Additional information can be obtained by calling the 
Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008. 
 
Tri-County Grape Growers 2017 Steak Dinner to be held on Thursday, May 4  
The Tri-County Grape Growers Association is pleased to announce they will be hosting their third annual  
Steak Dinner on Thursday, May 4 from 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. at the Harpersfield Community Center.   
Pre-sale tickets are required with each ticket costing $30.00 per person.  The ticket price includes a one-
year membership in Tri-County Grape Growers.  Please RSVP by April 28 to guarantee seating.  All are 
welcome to attend.  Tickets may be purchased from the OSU Extension Office in Jefferson, Ohio (440- 
576-9008), John Linehan (440-466-3207) or from any active Tri-County Grape Grower Member. 
 
David’s Weekly News Column 
Published in the Jefferson Gazette on March 29, 2017 and the Ashtabula County Star Beacon on April 2, 
2017. 
 
Hello, Ashtabula County!  Ohio has a long tradition of growing flavorful grapes that produce high quality 
wines.  It is no secret the grape and wine industry is one of the cornerstones to 
our agricultural industry.  In fact, over 60% of the grapes in Ohio are grown 
right here in Ashtabula County.  And as a bonus, we are home to over twenty 
wineries.  Throughout my career, I have really enjoyed working with our local 
grape producers and I have been really thrilled to see the resurgence of the 
Tri-County Grape Growers Association.  Today, I would like to share details on 
the April 18 Pinot Gris production school and the Tri-County Grape Grower’s 
3rd Annual Steak Dinner slated for May 4.  I hope to see many of you at these 
events. 

****** 
OSU Extension invites commercial grape growers and wine makers to attend 
a one day school on Pinot Gris.  This workshop is being held to increase the 
skills of grape growers and wine makers in growing and making high quality wines from this variety.  This 
workshop will be on Tuesday, April 18, 2017 at Virant Family Winery located at 541 Atkins Road in 
Geneva, Ohio.  Registration will begin at 9:30 a.m. and the workshop will run from 10:00 a.m. until 3:30 
p.m.   
 
The workshop will allow commercial grape growers to learn more about the best management practices 
of growing Pinot Gris grapes.  During the day, Dr. Imed Dami, OSU Professor & Extension Viticulturist, 
will share details on varietal characteristics, training systems, clones, and best viticulture practices for 
growing this variety.  Dr. Dami will also share the pros and cons to growing Pinot Gris and will review the 
extensive research which has been completed by OSU personnel in Kingsville and Wooster, Ohio on 
Pinot Gris grapes.   
 
We also very pleased that Mr. Todd Steiner, Enology Program Manager & Outreach Specialist for OSU, 
will teach how to create high quality Pinot Gris wine.  Mr. Steiner will share the research on wines made 
from the Pinot Gris grapes grown at the OSU research vineyards.  He will also share the critical cellar 

http://go.osu.edu/ne-events
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procedures and discuss potential wine styles for Pinot Gris.  His presentation will also include a tasting of 
research wines. 
 
In addition to the presentations from Imed and Todd, we are excited that a panel of experienced Pinot 
Gris commercial growers and winemakers will also share their experiences.  Learn the essential growing 
practices and important winemaking procedures from these experienced local growers and vintners who 
each are producing premium quality Pinot Gris wines.  Additional discussion will also be provided as to 
the potential for this variety to exhibit the value and characteristics of a “signature grape variety” for the 
region.  A commercial wine tasting will follow the panel presentation. 
 
Lunch and refreshments will be provided as part of the registration fee.  Participants will be treated to 
Virant’s award winning chicken sandwiches or hamburgers with a side of pasta or potato salad. Non-
alcoholic beverages and dessert will be provided.  Beer and wine will be available for purchase.  
 
Pre-registration for this program is required by Monday, April 10, 2017. Registration fee is $25.00/per 
person.  This fee includes refreshments, lunch, speaker travel expenses, and program handouts.  Make 
checks payable to OSU Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, 
Jefferson, OH 44047. A registration flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events.  More information 
about this program can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008.  
This workshop is being co-sponsored by OSU Extension, the Ohio Agricultural Research & Development 
Center (OARDC) and Ohio Grape Industries Committee. 

****** 
The Tri-County Grape Growers Association is pleased to announce they will be hosting their third annual 
Steak Dinner on Thursday, May 4 from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the Harpersfield Community Center.   The 
ticket price includes a one-year membership in Tri-County Grape Growers.  Pre-sale tickets are required 
with each ticket costing $30.00 per person.  Please RSVP by April 28 to guarantee seating.  All are 
welcome to attend.  Tickets may be purchased from the OSU Extension Office in Jefferson, Ohio (440- 
576-9008), John Linehan (440-466-3207) or from any active Tri-County Grape Grower Member. This is a 
great steak dinner! One that you will not want to miss.  

****** 
Ashtabula County grape and wine producers, we are proud of each of you!   To close, I would like to 
share a quote from Marcus Aurelis who stated, “We ought to do good to others as simply as a horse 
runs, or a bee makes honey, or a vine bears grapes season after season without thinking of the grapes it 
has borne.”  Have a good and safe day. 
 
Upcoming 2017 Spring Extension Program Dates 
The following programs have been scheduled for Northeast Ohio farmers this upcoming winter.  
Complete registration flyers can be found at: http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-
natural-resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines 
 
Chainsaw Safety Class 
April 8 at the Trumbull County Extension Office 
 
Composting: Getting the Most from Your Garbarge 
April 20 at the Trumbull County Extension Office 
 
2017 Northeast Ohio Grape School – A Focus on Pinot Gris 
April 18 at Virant’s Winery 
 

http://go.osu.edu/ne-events
http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-natural-resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines
http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-natural-resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines
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2017 Joe Bodnar Memorial Northern Classic Steer & Heifer Show 
Saturday, April 22 at the Ashtabula County Fairgrounds 
 
Hydrangea School 
Wednesday, May 3 at the Ashtabula County Extension office 

 

 
 
David Marrison      Lee Beers 

Ashtabula County Extension Office    Trumbull County Extension Office 

39 Wall Street       520 West Main Street 

Jefferson, OH 44047      Cortland, OH 44410 

440-576-9008       330-638-6783 

marrison.2@osu.edu      beers.66@osu.edu 

ashtabula.osu.edu      trumbull.osu.edu 
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	2017 Pinot Gris Grape & Wine         
Production School  

 
 
 

 

 
 
Ohio has a long tradition of growing flavorful grapes that produce high quality wines.  One of the grapes which 
Ohio grape growers have excelled at growing is Pinot Gris.  This workshop is being held to increase the skills 

of grape growers and wine makers in growing this variety and making high quality wines.  Registration will 
begin at 9:30 a.m. and the workshop will run from 10:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.  See complete registration form on 
the back of this sheet.  This workshop is being sponsored by OSU Extension, the Ohio Agricultural Research & 

Development Center (OARDC) and Ohio Grape Industries Committee. 
 
Pinot Gris Grape Production 
Attend and learn more about the best management practices in growing Pinot Gris grapes.  Learn about 
variety characteristics, training systems, clones, and best viticulture practices for growing this variety.  Learn 
the pros and cons of growing Pinot Gris.  A review of the extensive research which has been completed by 
OSU personnel in Kingsville and Wooster, Ohio on Pinot Gris grapes will also be shared.   
 
Pinot Gris Wine Production 
Learn more about creating high quality Pinot Gris wine.  Attendees will acquire more information about Pinot 
Gris Enology trials which have been conducted by the OSU enology program.  Critical cellar procedures and 
potential wine styles for Pinot Gris will also be covered. This presentation will include a tasting of research 
wines. 
 
Ohio Commercial Grower/Winemaker Panel 
A panel of experienced Pinot Gris commercial growers and winemakers will share their experiences.  Learn the 
essential growing practices and important winemaking procedures from experienced local growers and 
vintners in producing premium quality Pinot Gris wines.  Additional discussion will also be provided as to the 
potential for this variety to exhibit the value and characteristics of a “signature grape variety” for the region.  A 
commercial wine tasting will follow the panel presentation. 

Featured Speakers 
This workshop will feature the teaching of Dr. Imed Dami, Professor & Extension Viticulturist, and Mr. Todd 
Steiner, Enology Program Manager & Outreach Specialist, from The Ohio State University. We are also 
pleased to have a panel of experienced growers and wine makers sharing their knowledge as well. 
 
Lunch & Refreshments 
Lunch and refreshments will be provided as part of the registration fee.  Participants will be treated to Virant’s 
award winning chicken sandwiches or hamburgers with a side of pasta or potato salad. Non-alcoholic 
beverages will be provided.  Beer and wine will be available for purchase.  

 
 
 

Tuesday, April 18, 2017 
10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

  Virant Family Winery 
541 Atkins Road 

Geneva, Ohio 44041 
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 



 
 
Virant Family Winery, Inc 
541 Atkins Road 
Geneva, Ohio 44041 
440-466-6279 
Winemaker@VirantFamilyWinery.com 
http://virantfamilywinery.com 
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2017 “Intensive Pinot Gris Grape & Wine Production School” Registration Form 
 

Pre-registration is required by Monday, April 10, 2017. Registration fee is $25.00/per person.  Registration 
includes refreshments, lunch, speaker travel expenses, and program handouts.  Make checks payable to OSU 
Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you have 
any questions please call 440-576-9008. 
 
Name____________________________________  Phone_____________________ 
 
Address__________________________________  City__________________ Zipcode________ 
 
Email____________________________________  County________________________________  
 
# of Reservations_______________$25 per RSVP   
 
_______# of chicken sandwich lunches 
_______# of hamburger lunches 
 
_____Yes, pre-order a Midwest Fruit Pest Management Guide for me at $20.50.  Please enclose payment with 
registration sheet. 

 
 

Contact the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008 for more information.  

Travel South from 
Interstate 90 on Route 
534 for 2.1 miles. Turn 

right (west) of South River 
Road and travel 2.1 miles.  
Turn south (left) on Atkins 
Road.  Winery will be 0.3 
mile on right side of road.  

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on 

a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.



Topics Will Include:
•Personal Protective Equipment
•Safety Checklist for Safe Sawing
•Chainsaw Maintenance
•Safe Tree Felling and Bucking
•And More For more information:

Lee Beers – Extension Educator Ag & Natural Resources
330-638-6783 • beers.66@osu.edu • trumbull.osu.edu

Saturday • April 8, 2017 • 9am – 12pm
Trumbull County Extension Office

520 West Main Street
Cortland, OH 44410

Name(s):

Phone & 
Address:

Number attending/amount enclosed:

Email:

trumbull.osu.edu
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 

nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

This chainsaw safety course offered by OSU Extension 
Trumbull County will demonstrate safe chainsaw 
handling and operating techniques for 
home/landowners. The course will start off with an 
overview of basic safety equipment before covering 
basic chainsaw maintenance for safe use. We will wrap 
up with a live demonstration of safe tree felling and 
bucking techniques.

Pre-registration is requested by April 5th to ensure minimum numbers. Cost for the Chainsaw Safety Class 
is $30/person. To pay at the door call 330-638-6783 to pre-register, or to pre-pay complete the following 
information and send with payment to OSU Extension Trumbull County, 520 West Main St., Suite #1, 
Cortland, OH 44410. We will be outside for demonstrations, so please dress according.

Chainsaw Safety Class



trumbull.osu.edu

Composting: Getting the 
Most from Your Garbage

Join us on Thursday, April 20th to learn about proper composting techniques to get the 
most return for your garden. Trumbull County Extension Educator, Lee Beers, will discuss 
what will compost, how to manage disease (human and plant), weeds, and nutrient value. 
We will be outside for a portion of the class to review common composting mistakes, so 
please dress for the weather. 

To register, complete the back side of the flyer and mail with payment to OSU Extension, 
520 West Main St, Suite 1, Cortland, OH 44410. Please make checks payable to OSU 
Extension. Payment can be made at the door on the day of the event, but please call 330-
638-6783 to register in advance if you plan to attend. 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

CF A E S provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. F or more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Thursday,

April 20, 2017
10am – Noon

Trumbull County Ag Center
520 West Main St.
Cortland, OH 44410

Cost: $15/person Pre-Registration is 
requested

Call 330-638-6783 for more 
information



OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

trumbull.osu.edu

CF A E S provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. F or more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Composting: Getting the Most from 
Your Garbage

Registration Form
April 20, 2017

Name ___________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________

State ______________________ Zip _______________________

Phone	 _______________________ Email		______________________

Number	of	People	Attending:

__________	X	$15	per	person	=	$_________________

Please	make	checks	payable	to:	OSU	Extension

Mail	registration	to:	OSU	Extension,	520	West	Main	St.,	Suite	1,	Cortland,	
OH	44410	

Call	330-638-6783	or	email	beers.66@osu.edu	for	more	information
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