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Hello, Northeast Ohio Counties! 
Spring Turkey Season is underway in Northeast Ohio. A 
special northeast Ohio hunting zone/dates were added to 
the 2017 spring turkey season. This change occurred 
based on concerns from hunters on the later nesting 
patterns of turkeys in northeast Ohio.  A two-year study 
found that hens in the snow belt counties nested nearly 
two weeks later than hens in the southeastern counties. As 
a result a two-zone approach was implemented.  Our new 
season started yesterday May 1.  More information about 
turkey hunting can be found at: http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/ 
 
It was a wet weekend with quite a downpour yesterday.  
More rain is predicted for the remainder of the week.  I 
guess our April showers have been extended (as usual) 
into May.  Remember, slow and steady will win the race.  A 
lot of replanting will occur across the state as a result of 
the rain.  Have a good and safe week! 
 

David Marrison  
Extension Educator  

Ag & Natural Resources 
Ashtabula County 

Lee Beers 
Extension Educator  

Ag & Natural Resources 
Trumbull County 

Photo via ABC News 

Mandy Orahood, 
Northeast Ohio Farm 
Bureau Organizational 
Director pictured with her 
first wild turkey! 

http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/
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U.S. EPA Wants Public Comments on Regulatory Reform 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is seeking public input on EPA regulations 
that may be appropriate for repeal, replacement, or modification.   The request for comments is 
in response to President Trump’s Executive Order 13777, “Enforcing the Regulatory Reform 
Agenda,” which required the heads of agencies such as the EPA to evaluate existing regulations 
and make recommendations to repeal, replace, or modify regulations that create unnecessary 
burdens on the American people. 

In announcing the agency’s regulatory reform plans, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt stated that, 
“EPA will be listening to those directly impacted by regulations, and learning ways we can work 
together with our state and local partners, to ensure that we can provide clean air, land, and 
water to Americans.”  Pruitt also issued harsh criticism of “misaligned regulatory actions from 
the past administration.” 

Consistent with President Trump’s Executive Order, Pruitt appointed several EPA staff to a 
Regulatory Reform Task Force that will guide the agency’s reform efforts.  In establishing the 
public comment process, the Task Force is asking entities significantly affected by federal 
regulations, including state, local and tribal governments, small businesses, consumers, non-
governmental organizations, and trade associations to provide comments that will help the Task 
Force identify regulations that: 

 Eliminate jobs or inhibit job creation; 
 Are outdated, unnecessary or ineffective; 
 Impose costs that exceed benefits; 
 Create serious inconsistency or otherwise interfere with regulatory reform initiatives and 

policies; 
 Rely on data, information or methods that are not publicly available or sufficiently 

transparent for reproducibility; 
 Derive from Executive Orders or other Presidential directives that have been rescinded or 

modified. 

The comment period offers the agricultural community an opportunity to raise concerns with 
EPA regulations that may negatively impact agricultural production.   Note that agencies such as 
the EPA do not base regulatory decision-making on the total number of comments for or against 
an issue; it is not like a popular ballot vote.  Instead, the EPA must base its regulations on 
information contained in public comments as well as on scientific data, expert opinions, and 
facts.  After receiving comments in this initial public participation period, the EPA will likely 
develop recommendations for regulatory reform.  If so, the agency must offer the public 
additional opportunity to comment on its reform proposals. 

The EPA will accept public comments on regulatory reform until May 15, 2017.  Instructions for 
submitting comments are available here.  The agency has already received over 18,000 
comments on its online docket, which is available here.  Members of the public may request that 
the EPA allow more time to submit comments, and the EPA may consider late-filed comments if 
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their decision-making schedule permits it.  However, commenters should be aware that 
agencies do not have to consider late comments. 

The EPA is also hosting public meetings around the country on regulatory reform in regards to 
different topics such as water, chemical safety and pesticides.  A list of the public meetings is 
available here. 

Employee or Independent Contractor? Know the Rules 
Source: Internal Revenue Service 

The IRS encourages all businesses and business owners to know the rules when it comes to 
classifying a worker as an employee or an independent contractor.  An employer must withhold 
income taxes and pay Social Security, Medicare taxes and unemployment tax on wages paid to 
an employee. Employers normally do not have to withhold or pay any taxes on payments to 
independent contractors. 

Here are two key points for small business owners to keep in mind when it comes to classifying 
workers: 

1. Control. The relationship between a worker and a business is important. If the business 
controls what work is accomplished and directs how it is done, it exerts behavioral control. If the 
business directs or controls financial and certain relevant aspects of a worker’s job, it exercises 
financial control. This includes: 

 The extent of the worker's investment in the facilities or tools used in performing services 
 The extent to which the worker makes his or her services available to the relevant market 
 How the business pays the worker, and 
 The extent to which the worker can realize a profit or incur a loss 

2. Relationship. How the employer and worker perceive their relationship is also important for 
determining worker status. Key topics to think about include: 

 Written contracts describing the relationship the parties intended to create 
 Whether the business provides the worker with employee-type benefits, such as 

insurance, a pension plan, vacation or sick pay 
 The permanency of the relationship, and 
 The extent to which services performed by the worker are a key aspect of the regular 

business of the company 
 The extent to which the worker has unreimbursed business expenses 

The IRS can help employers determine the status of their workers by using form Form SS-8, 
Determination of Worker Status for Purposes of Federal Employment Taxes and Income Tax 
Withholding. IRS Publication 15-A, Employer's Supplemental Tax Guide, is also an excellent 
resource.  Share this tip on social media -- Employee or Independent Contractor? Know the 
Rules.  https://go.usa.gov/x58ra#IRS 
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Penn State Extension Changing Focus 
By Katy Mumaw 
Source: http://www.farmanddairy.com/news/penn-state-extension-changing-focus/414185.html 
 
After celebrating the centennial of the national Cooperative Extension System in 2014, Penn 
State Extension is working hard to be relevant for the next 100 years. 
Penn State is restructuring its Extension staff to reflect a for-profit business model, dividing 
responsibilities into educational programing and customer service. 
In May, Extension will also launch an new online 
system to enhance digital resources and 
programs. 
 
The system will bring customers an Amazon-like experience, according to Dennis Calvin, 
director of Penn State Extension and associate dean in the College of Agricultural Sciences. 
The system will allow users to find what they want, when they want it, see what is related to the 
topic they search and view recommendations. 
 
The change comes on the heels of the university-wide early retirement offer — accepted by 68 
faculty, staff and Extension educators in the College of Agricultural Sciences. 
 
Why change 
“Things are rapidly changing and we need to prepare ourselves with the capability to meet the 
needs of the younger and future generations,” said Calvin.  Moving forward, online digital 
education will expand the reach and distribution of Extension products and services, making 
them available when, how and where customers want them, he said. 
 
Resources like videos and online courses will allow agents to spend less time assisting with 
basic questions and more time with specific or urgent issues, and developing relationships with 
county leadership or local businesses.  Administrative changes include moving from 20 districts 
with one director each, to 10 districts, each with a business operations manger and a client 
operations manager, said Calvin.  “The regional directors of client relations will be out there in 
their districts mingling with stakeholders, county commissioners and other entities to keep close 
relationships over time,” Calvin said. “The business operations person will be responsible for 
effective and efficient operations of the office.” 
 
Individual counties will work with their district offices to run local programs, but each agent, like 
they are now, will be part of a statewide team to bring subject experts together to help anyone 
across the state.  The seven teams, each overseen by an assistant director of programs, are: 4-
H Youth Development; Agronomy and Natural Resources; Animal Systems; Energy, 
Entrepreneurship, and Community Development; Food Safety and Quality; Food, Families, and 
Health; and Horticulture. 
 
Executive leadership 
Tara Mondock is the new associate director for client relations, and Jeffrey Hyde was named 
associate director for programs. Together, with Calvin and a soon-to-be-named associate 
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director for business operations, the four positions comprise Penn State Extension’s executive 
leadership team.  Mondock, the new client relations director, will focus on developing long-term 
relationships with customers and key stakeholders to match their priorities with Penn State 
Extension products and services. 
 
Those on her team, for example, could build relationships with a local business with an 
environmental science as a focus. The client relations associate would help the business 
understand Extension programs in that specific area and help them get involved, be a judge or 
sponsor such a program.  As associate director for programs, Hyde will provide leadership for 
the development and delivery of Extension programs, as he works to expand their reach in the 
online space.  Extension hopes to be the leading online provider in scientific news and 
information, to be the go-to site for topics such as what types of grass seed to plant to 
information on health and nutrition, Calvin said. 
 
Dan Eichenlaub, an external stakeholder, related it to the difference in Sears 50 years ago 
sending out the big catalog to its customers and today, practically off the map. He attributed this 
to companies such as Amazon, who saw the changing need to meet their customers where they 
are: online.  “We are plowing new ground, leading the nation in the changes we are making,” 
Calvin said.   
 
Online platform.  “I know they [PSUE] have a strong science-based brand,” said Eichenlaub, 
who is also a member of the Penn State Ag Council, a group helping to steer the direction of the 
college as a whole.  “They translate science to application, now with advanced search 
capabilities and delivering these resources at 11 p.m. at night, or whenever customers are 
looking,” he said.  The online platform to manage this renewed emphasis on customer relations 
has merged approximately 800 databases kept by Extension professionals around the state. 
They eliminated duplicate names, cleaned them for errors and now have all their contacts in one 
system, said Calvin. 
 
The challenge will be re-engaging customers with Penn State Extension and providing them 
with a positive experience to get them coming back to the site, Eichenlaub said.  “This system 
gives the people the power,” Calvin said. “Once they set up an account, they will be able to see 
what they have read in the past, search resources and events by topic, location and fees.” 
 
Each customer has been asked if they still want to receive information from Extension and can 
choose what types of information they want to receive.  For those who don’t have email or 
haven’t supplied it, they will receive a survey via hard copy.  “This new platform will allow us to 
manage powerful and engaging long-term relationships,” Calvin said. “It is a new era for 
Extension in Pennsylvania.”  The online platform will launch in May, but the changes in 
administrative structure will not be in place until July 1. 
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Baleage Mistakes Can Lead to Major Health Consequences 
Michelle Arnold, DVM (Ruminant Extension Veterinarian, UKVDL), Dr. Ray Smith, Livestock 
Forage Extension Specialist, and Krista Lea –UK Dept of Plant and Soil Sciences 

Baleage or “wet wrapped hay” is simply forage of a relatively high moisture content that is baled 
with a round baler and then sealed in a plastic bag or wrapped in plastic, to keep oxygen out. 
Anaerobic bacteria (those that live without air) convert sugars in the forage to lactic acid which 
in turn lowers the pH and preserves the forage as silage, with full fermentation completed within 
6-8 weeks. Round bale silage (“baleage”) is an alternative to baling dry hay that allows shorter 
curing time and saves valuable nutrients by avoiding rain damage, harvest delays, spontaneous 
heating and weathering if stored outdoors. Grasses, legumes and small grains can be effectively 
preserved by this method but only if proper techniques are followed. Forages should be cut at 
early maturity with high sugar content, allowed to wilt to a 40-60% moisture range, then tightly 
baled and quickly wrapped in plastic to undergo fermentation (“ensiling” or “pickling”), a process 
that should drop the pH of the feed below 4.5 where spoilage organisms will not grow. Problems 
arise when conditions in the bale allow growth of disease-causing organisms and potentially 
fatal conditions in cattle. 

Why do problems occur? 

1. Forage cut at the wrong stage of maturity will not have enough fermentable 
carbohydrates for good ensiling. Coarse, stemmy and overly mature forages have less 
sugars available for completion of fermentation, especially once the seed head has 
emerged. Small grains including rye, oats, wheat, and barley have a narrow harvest 
window and should be cut before the boot stage. 

2. Lower bale density makes round bale silage more susceptible to entrapment or 
penetration of oxygen and increases the chance of air pockets within the bale. Tight, 
dense bales wrapped with plastic twine, net-wrap or untreated sisal twine are less likely 
to spoil. 

3. Baling at the incorrect moisture content is a recipe for disaster. Wet or non-wilted forages 
are more likely to spoil; bacteria from the Clostridia family thrive in wet environments 
where forage moistures are in the higher 67-70% range. Greater than 70% moisture 
almost guarantees Clostridial growth and spoilage. Conversely, forage that is too dry 
does not ferment but has greatly increased mold production. 

4. Baled silage is also more likely to spoil due to damage to the plastic covering, resulting in 
the harmful introduction of oxygen. It is important not to puncture the plastic; isolate the 
area from cattle, pests and vermin. Anything that claws, bites or otherwise punctures the 
plastic sets the feed up for spoilage. 

What are the health risks to cattle? 

1. Botulism is a disease caused by one of the most potent toxins known to man. This toxin 
is produced by Clostridium botulinum, a spore-forming anaerobic Gram + rod. These 
spores are found everywhere in the soil and contaminate baleage during harvest, often 
by raking up dirt. In the absence of oxygen (as is found in wrapped hay) and a pH greater 
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than 4.5 (poor fermentation), the spores enter a vegetative state, multiply and produce 
toxin. Two forms of the toxin, Types B and C, are found most frequently in KY cattle. 
Type B is associated with improperly fermented forage while Type C occurs from the 
accidental feeding of dead animals or poultry litter in the ration of cattle. Both types 
produce the same characteristic clinical picture in cattle of progressive muscle weakness 
leading to recumbency (downers) over a 2-5 day period of time, depending on the 
amount of toxin ingested. Signs may develop as early as 24 hours to as many as 10 days 
after ingesting the toxin. Death is due to paralysis of muscles of the diaphragm, 
dehydration, or complications from being a “downer”. 

2. Listeriosis or “Circling Disease” is an encephalitis caused by the bacterium Listeria 
monocytogenes. This organism proliferates in soil, feces and rotting vegetation. It grows 
in cool temperatures and at a pH greater than 5.4 under anaerobic conditions. It thrives in 
baleage systems when limited fermentation and entry of air results in spoiled, moldy feed. 
Common places to find Listeria include spoiled silage at the end of trench silos, decaying 
forage at the bottom of solid feed bunks, and rotting hay or baleage. A very common 
mistake by producers is feeding too many bales at once. Baleage that sits out open to the 
air over several days will begin to rot and spoil, allowing bacteria and molds to 
proliferate.  In order to produce clinical disease, Listeria must survive the fermentation 
process which it can easily do if the pH never goes below 5. Large numbers of bacteria 
may gain access to the body through the mucous membranes of the mouth (through 
small cuts) and travel up the nerves to the brainstem. Fever, anorexia (off feed), 
depression and neurologic signs develop depending on which cranial nerves are 
affected. Neurologic signs include leaning to one side, stumbling, circling in one direction, 
facial nerve paralysis, drooling, difficulty chewing, drooped lower jaw, and head tilt. Early 
intervention with antibiotic therapy is often successful but, if the cow goes down 
(becomes recumbent), the odds of survival are low despite aggressive treatment. The 
prognosis for sheep and goats with listeriosis is poor with an approximate 25% survival 
rate.  

 “Silage Eye” due to Listeria monocytogenes. Photo: 
http://www.nadis.org.uk/bulletins/eye-conditions-in-cattle.aspx 

Infection with Listeria may also result in eye disorders and 
abortion. Anterior uveitis or “silage eye” follows conjunctival 
infection with L. monocytogenes. The symptoms are very similar to 
pinkeye with tearing, blinking, and sensitivity to light early in the 
course of disease followed by development of a bluish-white 
corneal opacity (see photo) then pus and dead cells accumulate 
just behind the cornea in the anterior chamber. Treatment with long-acting antibiotics 
should speed healing. Listerial abortion can occur at any stage of pregnancy. The route 
of infection is through the GI tract into the bloodstream and then to the placenta causing 
fetal death. 

3. Bacterial and fungal abortion is another possible consequence of poorly preserved 
forages. Forage baled and wrapped too dry provides excellent conditions for germination 
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and growth of a variety of yeast, molds and bacteria. Fungal spores are spread 
throughout the body by the bloodstream after inhalation or ingestion. Germination and 
growth of fungal spores in the placenta results in abortion, typically in the last 1/3 of 
pregnancy. If submitted to a diagnostic laboratory, fungal lesions are almost always 
identifiable in the placenta. Not all molds are dangerous though; many bales will develop 
some white surface mold due to small holes in the plastic but it does not penetrate deep 
into the bale. This outer layer can be removed at feed out or the cows will usually avoid 
eating these areas. Bacterial contamination of baleage results in similar abortion risks. 
Bacillus species proliferate in poor quality silage and are partly responsible for 
deterioration when air is allowed in the bale. Bacterial abortion due to Bacillus species 
occurs when cows ingest the organism which travels through the bloodstream to the 
uterus followed by growth of the organism in the placenta and fetus. Cows abort in the 
last month of pregnancy or calves may be born alive but die within 24 hours. 

4. Poor quality baleage, if not adequately supplemented, will lead to loss of body condition 
in late gestation and early lactation, poor milk production and poor fertility. The feed value 
of baleage is a function of forage maturity at harvest, baling, handling and storage. The 
best method to evaluate baleage is a forage analysis that includes a fermentation profile 
(see example). Important goals include pH<4.5 ( definitely below 5 ), at least 2% lactic 
acid and greater than 5% total acids on a dry matter basis, and a volatile fatty acid score 
(VFA) above 5. 

A fermentation report from Dairy One Forage Testing Lab (Ithaca, NY) on a sample of poor 
quality wheat 
baleage.  Legend:  The 
black bar=your results; white 
bar=Goal Value; grey 
bar=typical values 

Prevention is based on 
ensuring proper harvest and 
preservation of wrapped 
forages and maintaining 
proper feedout rates to 
reduce the risk of growth of 
organisms dangerous to 
cattle. Correct moisture 
content is of primary 
importance; there is a field 
method to assess moisture 
that will yield a general idea 
of moisture content but there 
are far more accurate 
methods available.  Cut 
forage at the proper stage of 
maturity so it contains adequate levels of fermentable carbohydrates for good ensiling. See 
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Quality Hay Production (AGR-62) for specific cutting recommendations for various forage crops 
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/agr/agr62/agr62.htm.  Also, achieving the highest bale density 
possible, especially with high internal core densities, removes the maximum amount of oxygen 
with few air pockets. Wrapping the bales quickly after baling with a good quality plastic, 
preferably with an ultraviolet inhibitor and 6-8mm thickness, and using multiple (4-6) layers will 
extend the storage time. Bale weight can be a safety and equipment issue. Details of proper 
techniques can be found in the UK Extension Fact Sheet AGR-173 entitled “Baling Forage 
Crops for Silage” at your local extension office or on the web 
at  http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/agr/agr173/agr173.pdf. Another excellent resource is the 
UK Forage website for more information: 
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/Forage/ForagePublications.htm#Silage/Balage0 and look for 
Baleage:Frequently Asked Questions. Example below of great baleage! 

Moisture Testers: Two types of forage moisture testers are available: one type utilizes heat 
and the other type utilizes electronics. Heat-type moisture testers consist of a heater/fan drying 
unit, a screen-bottomed sample container, and a simple spring scale. Moisture content is 
determined by filling the sample container with a fixed amount of wet forage and drying the 
forage to a constant dry matter percentage. The mass 
difference between the wet and dry forage is used to 
determine the initial forage moisture content. Most heat-type 
moisture testers require 25 to 35 minutes to operate. 

Electronic moisture testers provide an instantaneous moisture 
content reading, but there is some question of their accuracy 
when testing wet forage (most are made to test hay). Most 
electronic-type testers are comprised of a sensing probe and a 
hand-held display unit. The electrical conductance of the 
forage is measured between two metal contacts at the tip of 
the probe when inserted into the forage. Testers determine 
forage moisture content based on the relationship between 
moisture content and electrical conductivity. 

Heat-type moisture testers tend to be more accurate than 
electronic moisture testers, although results can be affected 
by many factors including the effects of hay drying agents. 
Either type of moisture testers can be purchases from 
agricultural supply houses, such as NASCO, for around $300. 

A relatively new technology is a hand-held device that uses 
Near-Infra-Red (NIR) scanning technology to measure the moisture content of animal feed. This 
unit comes with software to collect, view, and store recorded measurements. 

Microwave Oven Method: The microwave oven method to calculate forage moisture content 
allows reasonably accurate results to be obtained in a relatively short time. This method takes 
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about 20 minutes to complete. However, the measured moisture content is much more accurate 
than when using electronic moisture testers. 

Before using the microwave oven method, obtain the following items: 

 Microwave oven 
 Scale (must weigh in grams) 
 Microwave safe plate 
 10- to 12-ounce cup of water 
 Pencil and paper 

Use the following procedure to obtain the best results: 

1. Obtain a representative forage sample (whole plants). 
2. Cut the sample into 1-inch pieces; keep leaves and stems uniformly mixed. 
3. Place a paper towel on the plate. 
4. Weigh a plate plus 100 grams of forage sample; spread the sample as uniformly as 

possible. 
5. Place a 10- to 12-ounce cup of water in the corner of the oven to capture unabsorbed 

microwaves as the plant tissue dries to prevent potential fire. 
6. Set oven on HIGH for 5 minutes. 
7. Weigh sample and plate and record. 
8. Change the water in the glass. 
9. Set oven on HIGH for 2 minutes. 
10. Weigh sample and plate and record. 
11. Repeat steps 7 through 10 until weight does not change more the 1 gram (this means the 

sample is dry). 
12. Percent moisture = 100 grams – final weight grams. 

Make sure to heat samples in short intervals to prevent the forage from igniting. 

First Cutting of Forages is Fast Approaching 
By Marc Sulc 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2017-11/first-cutting-forages-fast-
approaching 

The warm temperatures this spring have stimulated growth of hay crops in Ohio and they are 
well ahead of normal development for early May. The only exception is where spring freezes 
significantly damaged the crop a few weeks ago. But for most stands, timing for first harvest of 
high quality forage is coming earlier than normal. Below are the optimal neutral detergent fiber 
(NDF) targets for high quality forages: 

Forage NDF for high producing and early lactation dairy cows 
Legumes: <44 (<42% is ideal) 
Grasses: < 53% (50% is ideal) 
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Mostly legume mix: 42 to 45% 
50/50 Mix: 44 to 48% 
Mostly grass mix: 46 to 49% 

Pure grass stands should be harvested in the late boot stage just before the heads start to peek 
out. If any heads can be seen, the NDF is probably 55%, past the optimal for dairy cows.  The 
neutral detergent fiber (NDF) content of pure alfalfa stands can be estimated quickly and easily 
based on the stage of the most mature stems and length of the tallest stems. Last week the 
alfalfa in central Ohio was near 32% NDF already. This method is explained in detail in the 
factsheet “Estimating Alfalfa Fiber Content in the Field” located on the new forages website 
(https://forages.osu.edu/forage-management/harvest-storage). 

A timely first and second cutting is critical for high quality forage. Fiber accumulates faster in the 
first two growth cycles in May and June than it does later in the summer. So for high quality 
forage, take your first and second harvest early if at all possible.  Later in the summer (July into 
August) you can extend the cutting interval because the quality decline with delayed cutting is 
much less then than it is this time of the year. 

An exception to the above rule of timely first cutting is for forage stands that suffered significant 
injury this winter or from spring frosts. Those stands should be allowed to recover longer this 
spring and get into the bloom stage to build up energy reserves. Use that forage for animals 
having lower nutrient requirements.  If high quality is not such a concern, a later first harvest will 
provide more yield. For beef cows or other animals with lower nutrient requirements, you can 
harvest forage in the heading (grass) or flower (legumes) stages for adequate quality. But don’t 
get too comfortable waiting. Watch for harvesting weather windows, because forage quality 
changes fast this time of year. 

What’s Behind the Latest Lawsuit on Lake Erie’s Water Quality? 
Groups sue EPA over lack of impaired waters decision 
Written by Ellen Essman, Law Fellow, OSU Agricultural & Resource Law Program 

The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) and five other environmental and outdoor groups 
(Plaintiffs) sued the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) last week in the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Columbia.  The Plaintiffs filed the lawsuit due to EPA’s failure to 
approve or disapprove the list of impaired waters submitted by the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency (OEPA) within the time limit required by law.  The Plaintiffs are particularly 
concerned that the EPA’s lack of a decision on the impaired waters list may affect pollution in 
Lake Erie’s waters. 

A background on impaired waters 

In 1972, Congress made amendments to the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1948.  The 
result was what we know today as the Clean Water Act (CWA).  The very first section of the 
CWA states: “[t]he objective of this Act is to restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and 
biological integrity of the Nation’s waters.” 
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In order to meet that objective, the CWA sets forth “effluent limitations,” or in other words, the 
amount of pollution allowed to be discharged.  Polluters have different effluent limitations 
dependent on a number of variables. The states are to “identify” the waters where the “effluent 
limitations [from certain polluters] are not stringent enough” to meet water quality 
standards.   The specific polluters to be examined are:  1) point sources, and 2) public treatment 
works either in existence on July 1, 1977 or approved under the CWA before June 30, 
1974.  For reference, point sources are defined as “any discernable, confined, and discrete 
conveyance, including but not limited to any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete 
fissure, container, rolling stock, concentrated animal feeding operation, or vessel or other 
floating craft, from which pollutants are or may be discharged.” Point sources are not 
“agricultural storm water discharges and return flows from irrigated agriculture.” 

Those waters that states identify as not having stringent enough effluent limitations for point 
sources and public treatment works are called “impaired waters.”  Along with the identification of 
impaired waters, states must also put forth total maximum daily loads (TMDLs), or the amounts 
of each kind of pollutant allowed.  A regulation promulgated by the EPA under CWA mandates 
that states submit the list of waters they determine to be impaired every two years.  The list 
must include a description of the “pollutants causing impairment” and their total maximum daily 
loads (TMDLs).  The same regulation requires the EPA “to approve or disapprove such listing 
and loadings not later than 30 days after the date of submission.” 

On October 20, 2016, OEPA submitted its list of impaired waters in the Ohio Integrated Water 
Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report.  The list of impaired waters included parts of Lake 
Erie, namely the Lake Erie Central Basin Shoreline and the Lake Erie Islands 
Shoreline.  Significantly, OEPA did not include the open waters of the western basin of Lake 
Erie on its list.  The EPA has not responded to Ohio’s list by approving or disproving its listings. 

Michigan submitted its impaired waters list in November 2016 and the EPA approved the report 
on February 3, 2017.  Michigan listed the entirety of the Lake Erie waters in the state’s 
jurisdiction as impaired.  This would include Michigan’s share of open waters in the western 
basin of Lake Erie.   

The current lawsuit  

As discussed above, six environmental and outdoor groups based in Ohio, Michigan and Illinois 
sued the EPA and its national and Region 5 administrators for the lack of a decision on OEPA’s 
list of impaired waters.   The EPA was required to make the decision within 30 days of October 
20, 2016.  The Plaintiffs gave the EPA prior warning of their intention to sue in a notice sent on 
December 19, 2016.  Since then, the EPA still has not come to a decision about Ohio’s list of 
impaired waters. 

At the crux of this lawsuit is the difference between Ohio and Michigan’s listings of waters in the 
same general area—the western basin of Lake Erie.  Michigan listed the basin as impaired and 
Ohio did not.  The Plaintiffs argue that the “inaction” on the part of the EPA “allows pollution… to 
continue unabated” throughout Lake Erie.  Implicit in the Plaintiffs’ argument is that it seems 
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unlikely that the EPA would allow one state to designate their Lake Erie water as impaired while 
the other state does not since water does not necessarily stay within state boundaries.   The 
Plaintiffs appear to anticipate that EPA, when forced to make a decision, will disapprove of 
Ohio’s listing.  Consequently, TMDLs could be established for greater areas of the Lake and 
water quality would likely be improved for the use and enjoyment of the Plaintiffs and their 
members. 

As relief, the Plaintiffs asks the court to declare that EPA has violated its duty under the CWA 
and to require EPA to approve or disapprove OEPA’s impaired waters list within thirty days of 
the court’s order.    

What would a disapproval of OEPA’s list mean for Ohio? 

If the court compels EPA to make a decision and EPA decides that OEPA was wrong to exclude 
the open waters of the western basin of Lake Erie as impaired, EPA regulations give the EPA 
the authority to take action within thirty days.   EPA actions would include identifying the waters 
as impaired and instituting the allowable TMDLs necessary to implement applicable water 
quality standards.  After a public comment period and potential revisions to EPA’s actions, it 
would be up to the state of Ohio to meet the EPA’s TMDLs for the impaired waters. 

What would a listing as impaired mean for Ohio residents—individuals, farms, and 
companies?  It would probably mean increased regulations, likely in the form of reduced 
allowable loads of pollutants from the point sources and public treatment works discussed 
above.  Time, effort, and money might be necessary to comply with such changes.  Regulations 
and TMDLs might affect more Ohioans than before, since OEPA designated parts of Lake Erie 
as impaired but not others. 

On the flip side, increased regulation could mean better water quality in Lake Erie for drinking, 
sport, and other uses.  For now, Ohioans and others who use Lake Erie’s waters or are located 
in areas that drain to the Lake will have to wait for the federal court to act on the lawsuit. 

Children in the Garden - “I Can Grow That!” Workshop on May 20  
The Ashtabula County Master Gardener Volunteers invite you to bring your child or children 
(ages 6 and up) to participate in a hands-on workshop design to get them excited about growing 
plants and gardening.  The “I Can Grow That” workshop will be held on Saturday, May 20 from 
9:30 to 11:00 a.m. at the Ashtabula County Extension office located at 39 Wall Street in 
Jefferson, Ohio. 
 
During this workshop, kids will get down and dirty as they 
plant seeds and plants to take home to start their own 
garden.  Each child will take home a tomato plant and a 
choice of flowers, lettuce or green beans.  They will learn how 
to care for their plants and how they can be grown in 
containers or a traditional garden. 
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Pre-registration is required by Wednesday, May 17, 2017.  Registration fee is $5.00/per child.  
Milk and cookies will be served and all children need to be accompanied by an adult There is no 
charge for adults attending with children.  Make checks payable to OSU Extension, and mail to 
Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you have any 
questions please call 440-576-9008. Space is limited so make sure to register today! 
 

Portage County Pasture Walk – Corrected Address! 
Portage County NRCS, SWCD, and OSU Extension will be offering a pasture walk at the 
Goodell Family Farm, 9370 Peck Road, Mantua, OH on May 9th from 6-8:30pm. The Goodell 
Family Farm is an organic grazing dairy farm with an extensive pasture system. Come join us 
for an evening of learning about effective pasture management with Rory Lewandowski from 
OSU Extension in Wayne County. Rory has extensive experience with forages and grazing 
management and is considered an expert in the state of Ohio. A Q&A session will follow the 
pasture walk with refreshments provided by Organic Valley.  The event is free to all participants, 
but we request that you pre-register by calling Kara MacDowell by calling 330-297-7633 or 
emailing kara.macdowell@oh.usda.gov.  
 

Applications Being Accepted for Summer Master Gardener Training 
Program 
The Ashtabula County Extension office is taking applications from Ashtabula County residents 
for the 2017 Summer Ashtabula & Lake County Master Gardener training program.  If you have 
a strong interest in gardening and enjoy helping others, you are invited to apply to become an 
Ohio State University Extension Master Gardener volunteer for Ashtabula County.   
 
To become an OSU Extension Master Garden volunteer, you must attend 11 training sessions 
held from June through August 2017 and volunteer 50 hours of horticultural service to the 
community through Extension educational programming after the training.  Such service could 
include teaching adults and youth about gardening, planting and maintaining Extension 
demonstration gardens, answering gardening questions from the public, judging flower and 
vegetable projects at local fairs, or assisting community garden participants.   
 
As a benefit of becoming a Master Gardener, you will increase your knowledge and 
understanding of such varied horticultural topics as best cultural practices for growing flowers 
and vegetables, house plant care, plant disease, lawn care, and insect pest identification and 
control and much, much more.  Course topics include: history of OSU Extension, plant 
physiology, soils, composting, fertilizers, herbs, houseplants, plant propagation, plant pathology, 
diagnostics, entomology, integrated pest management, vegetables, lawns, woody ornamentals, 
fruits, landscape maintenance, and making effective presentations. 
 
The dates for this year’s training program are: June 7, 15, 21 & 28; July 12, 19, & 26, and 
August 2, 9 & 30.  This program is taught in conjunction with the Lake County Master Gardener 
program.  Five of the sessions will be taught at the Ashtabula County Extension Office in 
Jefferson and five will be taught in Lake County.  All courses will be taught from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 
p.m.  There is a $210 course fee that covers course materials, refreshments, and speaker travel 
costs. Registration is limited and all applications are due by May 10, 2017.  Interviews for the 
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class will be held on May 15, 2017.  Please call the Ashtabula County Extension Office at 440-
576-9008 for more information or for a complete application packet.    
 
David’s Weekly News Column 
Hello Ashtabula County!  May is here!  May is one of the months that I enjoy the most.  I love 
seeing our landscapes in full bloom, breathing in the intoxicating smell of freshly worked soil, 
and for seeing the pep in the step of many Ashtabula Countains.  May really re-kindles our spirit.  
As we kick off May, I would like to invite you to a great kids gardening program which the Master 
Gardeners will be hosting and to invite you to consider becoming a Master Gardener. 

****** 
The Ashtabula County Master Gardener Volunteers invite you to bring your child or children 
(ages 6 and up) to participate in a hands-on workshop design to get them excited about growing 
plants and gardening.  The “I Can Grow That” workshop will be held on Saturday, May 20 from 
9:30 to 11:00 a.m. at the Ashtabula County Extension office located at 39 Wall Street in 
Jefferson, Ohio. 
 
During this workshop, kids will get down and dirty as they plant seeds and plants to take home 
to start their own garden.  Each child will take home a tomato plant and a choice of flowers, 
lettuce or green beans.  They will learn how to care for their plants and how they can be grown 
in containers or a traditional garden. 
 
Pre-registration is required by Wednesday, May 17, 2017.  Registration fee is $5.00/per child.  
Milk and cookies will be served and all children need to be accompanied by an adult There is no 
charge for adults attending with children.  Make checks payable to OSU Extension, and mail to 
Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you have any 
questions please call 440-576-9008. Space is limited so make sure to register today! 

****** 
The Ashtabula County Extension office is taking applications from Ashtabula County residents 
for the 2017 Summer Ashtabula & Lake County Master Gardener training program.  If you have 
a strong interest in gardening and enjoy helping others, you are invited to apply to become an 
Ohio State University Extension Master Gardener volunteer for Ashtabula County.   
 
To become an OSU Extension Master Garden volunteer, you must attend 11 training sessions 
held from June through August 2017 and volunteer 50 hours of horticultural service to the 
community through Extension educational programming after the training.  As a benefit of 
becoming a Master Gardener, you will increase your knowledge and understanding of such 
varied horticultural topics as best cultural practices for growing flowers and vegetables, house 
plant care, plant disease, lawn care, and insect pest identification and control and much, much 
more.   
 
The dates for this year’s training program are: June 7, 15, 21 & 28; July 12, 19, & 26, and 
August 2, 9 & 30.  This program is taught in conjunction with the Lake County Master Gardener 
program.  Five of the sessions will be taught at the Ashtabula County Extension Office in 
Jefferson and five will be taught in Lake County.  All courses will be taught from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 
p.m.  There is a $210 course fee that covers course materials, refreshments, and speaker travel 
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costs. Registration is limited and all applications are due by May 10, 2017.  Interviews for the 
class will be held on May 15, 2017.  Please call the Ashtabula County Extension Office at 440-
576-9008 for more information or for a complete application packet.    

****** 
To end today’s column, I would like to share a quote from Albert Schweitzer who stated, “In 
everyone's life, at some time, our inner fire goes out. It is then burst into flame by an encounter 
with another human being. We should all be thankful for those people who rekindle the inner 
spirit.”  Have a good and safe May! 
 

Upcoming 2017 Spring Extension Program Dates 
The following programs have been scheduled for Northeast Ohio farmers this upcoming winter.  
Complete registration flyers can be found at: http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-
areas/agriculture-and-natural-resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines 
 
Hydrangea School 
Wednesday, May 3 at the Ashtabula County Extension office 
 
Portage County Pasture Walk 
Tuesday, May 9th at Goodell Farms 
 
Ashtabula County Ag Day 
Friday, May 12 at the Ashtabula County Fairgrounds 
 
Trumbull County Master Gardeners Plant Sale 
Saturday, May 20th at the Trumbull Ag Center in Cortland 
 
I Can Grow That Workshop 
Saturday, May 22 at the Ashtabula County Extension office 
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	Children in the Garden - “I Can Grow That!”  

 
 
 

 

 

The Ashtabula County Master Gardener Volunteers invite you to bring your child or 
children (ages 6 and up) to participate in a hands-on workshop design to get them 
excited about growing plants and gardening.  
During this workshop, kids will get down and dirty 
as they plant seeds and plants to take home to 
start their own garden.  Each child will take home 
a tomato plant and a choice of flowers, lettuce or 
green beans.  They will learn how to care for their 
plants and how they can be grown in containers 
or a traditional garden. 

Milk and cookies will be served and all children 
need to be accompanied by an adult.  Space is limited so make sure to register today! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

2017 “I Can Grow That” Registration Form 
Pre-registration is required by Wednesday, May 17, 2017. Registration fee is $5.00/per child.  
There is no charge for adults attending with children.  Make checks payable to OSU Extension, and 
mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you have any 
questions please call 440-576-9008. 
 
Child or Children’s Name____________________________________________________________ 
  
Attending Adult’s Name_____________________________________________________________  
 
Phone_____________________   Email____________________________________ 
  
# of Reservations_______________$5 per RSVP   
 

Call OSU Extension at 440-576-9008 for more details. 
 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, May 20, 2017 
9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 

  OSU Extension Office 
39 Wall Street 

Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 



Goodell Family Farm 

An organic grazing dairy 

9370 Peck Rd  

Mantua, Oh 44255 

 
Register by May 5th - call 330-297-7633 or email: kara.macdowell@oh.usda.gov   

Rain or shine! 

6:00 – 6:10pm   …………..………………..…….…...  Introductions  

6:10 – 6:30pm ........................................ Overview & Goals of Farm 

6:30 – 8:00pm  ………….……..….. Pasture Management Training 

Walk pastures with Rory Lewandowski — Wayne County OSU Extension Educator 

8:00 – 8:30pm  ……….………………………. Question & Answers 

Refreshments provided by Organic Valley 

For Questions or Special Accommodations 

Call the Portage NRCS/SWCD office 

330-297-7633 x3 

Sponsored by: 

 

 

 

 

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer, Provider, and Lender 

EVENING PASTURE WALK 

MAY 9TH, 2017 
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