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Hello, Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties!

Another great week across northeast Ohio. The cold, nasty weather 
did not deter folks from attending the Northeast Ohio Beef Twilight 
Tour last Thursday.  Thanks to the Love Family for an excellent tour!

We have a lot of great programs coming up over the next few weeks.  
We have included the details on these programs and hope to see 
many of you at them.  A reminder to have your beef banquet tickets 
purchased by this Friday (no tickets are sold at the door!).  Have a 
great week.

David Marrison 
Extension Educator 
Ag & Natural Resources
Ashtabula County

Lee Beers
Extension Educator 
Ag & Natural Resources
Trumbull County
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Northeast Ohio Beef Twilight Tour a Success 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association are pleased to report back that 86 beef 
producers from across Northeast Ohio and Northwest Pennsylvania attended the 2016 Northeast Ohio Fall 
Twilight Beef Tour on Thursday, October 27 at Pyma Love Farm just over the Ohio border in Linesville, PA.   It 
was a cool and damp evening but this did not prevent the Love Family from giving participants a great tour of 

their Angus Cattle operation. 
 
During the tour, participants learned how the family has established 
107 acres of intensively grazed pastures.  It was also great to see a 
demonstration of the Hustler Bale Processor which allows for the 
easy feeding of the herd both in the barn and in the pasture.  This 
method of pasture feeding is much efficient than in round bale 
feeders.  Participants also got to tour the new pack winter housing 
barn and manure storage barn, learned more about the “Bud Box” 
cattle movement system, 
and how water is 
provided to the cattle in 

the different pasture paddocks.  I know the attendees were able to 
steal a lot of great ideas to take back to improve their operations.  
 
Thanks to the George, Geula, Garret, and Natalie Love for hosting 
an excellent tour! I heard lots of positive comments about the tour!  
It was outstanding.  And as tradition, an all-beef hamburger and 
hotdog meal was enjoyed at the conclusion of the tour courtesy of 
Cherry Valley Processing. We thank Joe and Laurie Mezinger for 
their hospitality of cooking and treating participants to this great 
meal Thanks to all our local beef producers who attended. 
 
“Success Score Card – Benchmarking for Profit” Workshop to be held on December 1, 2016 
Many experts are predicting low commodity prices and farm profitability levels for next year.  So needless to 
say, planning will be crucial for farmers are they head into 2017.  To help farm managers take a hard look at 
where their business stands, OSU Extension is offering a workshop titled, “Success Score Card – 
Benchmarking for Profit” on Thursday, December 1, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at the Ashtabula County Extension office located at 39 Wall Street 
in Jefferson, Ohio.  Registration and refreshments will begin at 9:30 a.m. 
 
This workshop is designed to help farm families and small business owners 
develop a Success Score Card for their business.  During the workshop, 
participants will learn how to rate their Financial, Leadership, Marketing, 
Production, Technology and Wellness Skills and learn how each can drive or 
stall a business. Participants will also learn the critical financial management 
tools & techniques and other management skills necessary to be successful in 
today’s competitive world.   
 
The featured speaker for this workshop will be Russ Coltman, Owner of 
Coltman Information Management.  Russ has over 30 years of working with 
agricultural managers with their accounting.  He has been great at helping 
owners troubleshoot the bottlenecks in their operations.  Russ will share how 



 
Northeast Ohio Agriculture 2 OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
  Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 
 
 
 
 

managers can use the success score card he developed to think more strategic both in the short-term as well 
as in the long term. Learn more about business assessments, using financial statements, cost of production 
calculations, wellness indicators, and how to utilize financial professionals.   
 
The fee to attend this program is $15 per person and is limited to the first 40 registrants.  Pre-register is 
requested by November 23, 2016.  This fee includes lunch and program materials.  More information about this 
program can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008 and a program 
flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events 
 
Snow-Bird Pesticide Re-Certification Session & Fertilizer to be Held on November 17 in Cortland, Ohio 
As we creep into the month of November, it means that the S word (snow) will be getting closer.  For the 
farmers who head south to skip out on the white fluffy stuff, it always conflicts with getting their private 
pesticide applicator license renewed before the end of March.  To help our snowbird farmers with this 
predicament, we have planned a special private pesticide applicator session for November 17, 2016 from 9:00 
to 12:00 noon.  This session will be held at the Trumbull County Extension office in Cortland, Ohio.  This 
session is open to any private pesticide applicator who wants to get their re-certification completed before the 
snow flies. 
 
This workshop will offer 3 credits for re-certification for CORE and All Categories (1-7).  The registration fee of 
$35/per person is required by November 8, 2016.  Registration includes refreshments, speaker travel 
expenses, and program handouts.  Make checks payable to OSU Extension and mail to OSU Extension-
Geauga County, PO Box 387, Burton, Ohio 44021. Late registration will be $60 per person, so make sure to 
get your registration before the end of next week.  
 
Following the morning pesticide re-certification session, a lunch will be offered for $10 per person.  After this 
lunch, a commercial fertilizer applicator certification session will be held from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  Due to Ohio’s 
new legislation, any farmer who applies commercial fertilizer to 50 acres or more must be certified by 
September 20, 2017.  This session will allow farmers to complete this new requirement.  Best of all this session 
is being offered free of charge. 
 
More information about either of these sessions can be obtained by calling the Geauga County Extension 
office at 440-834-4656.  Additional sessions will be held in 2017 on January 13 in Wiliamsfield, January 27 in 
Burton, and February 8 in Cortland, Ohio. 
 
Planning for the Future of Your Farm Workshop to be held on January 18, 2017 
OSU Extension will be hosting a farm success and estate planning workshop titled “Planning for the Future 
of Your Farm” on Wednesday, January 18, 2017 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 
the Ashtabula County Extension office.  If you are thinking of how and when to 
transfer your farm business to the next generation, then this workshop is one which 
you will not want to miss. 
 
This workshop is designed to help farm families develop a succession plan for their 
farm business.  Attend and learn ways to successfully transfer management skills 
and the farm’s business assets from one generation to the next.  Learn how to 
have the crucial conversations about the future of your farm.  This workshop will 
challenge farm families to actively plan for the future of the farm business.  Farm 
families are encouraged to bring members from each generation to the workshop. 
Plan today for the future success of your family business!  
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The featured speakers for this event will include: Robert Moore, Attorney at Law, Wright & Moore Law 
Company and David Marrison, Extension Educator for Ashtabula County.  The fee for this workshop is $20 per 
person with a registration deadline of January 11, 2017.  This class will be limited to the first 40 registrants.  
The fee includes lunch and program materials. More information about this program can be obtained by calling 
the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008 and a program flyer can be found at: 
http://go.osu.edu/ne-events 
 
Beef Producer Input Sought  
Beef producers all across the country, from every segment of the industry, are being encouraged to participate 
in a survey that will help establish a benchmark and course for the beef industry for 2017 and beyond. The 
Producer Survey of the checkoff-funded 2016 National Beef Quality Audit (NBQA) will collect producer 
information and opinions, which will be added to the audit’s traditional production research to form an in-depth 
look at where the industry stands and what its successes and shortcomings are. 

“It’s very important that every interested producer weigh in with their information and opinions,” according to 
Jesse Fulton, NBQA audit manager. “By having substantial participation in the survey across all industry 
segments, we create the best opportunity for determining where the industry is and where we need to take it.” 

The survey will be completely anonymous and include both information about the industry’s cattle operations 
and the opinions of the people who run them about the strengths and weaknesses of the industry. Input from 
every segment of the industry – cow-calf, stocker, feeder, dairy and others – is valued and will become part of 
the detailed picture of the U.S. cattle industry. The survey can be accessed at the Beef Quality Assurance 
website at http://www.bqa.org/nbqa-producer-survey. 

Initiated in 1991, NBQA since its inception has provided the industry a meaningful set of guideposts and 
measurements relative to the quality conformance of the U.S. beef supply. Conducted every five years, it is 
based on a set of core principles: 

 Only that which is measured can be effectively managed; 
 An industry-wide scorecard provides direction to individual decision-makers across the beef supply 

chain to improve the quality and value of the U.S. beef supply; and 
 Identifying and correcting quality shortfalls and non-conformance will lead to greater profitability through 

improved beef demand in both domestic and international markets, the capture of lost opportunities, 
and commitment to the hard work of continuous improvement. 

The most recent NBQA, in 2011, concluded the industry has come a long way in terms of improving beef 
quality, and suggested significant changes for further improvement in product integrity and eating satisfaction. 
Similar information is expected in the 2016 NBQA.“With broad participation, this survey will help establish a 
clearer picture of our industry from the producer’s view in 2016,” says Fulton. “We hope every producer will 
access the survey and take the time to honestly and candidly answer the questions so that our final results will 
be as complete as possible.” 

Upon completing the survey, participants can choose to leave their contact information to be entered for a 
chance at winning a YETI® Tundra 75 Marine Cooler. For more information, contact Jesse Fulton 
at jfulton@beef.org or 303/850-3461.  Final results of the 2016 NBQA will be released in July 2017.  For more 
information about your beef checkoff investment, visit MyBeefCheckoff.com. 
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Ashtabula Soil and Water Conservation District Hiring a District Technician 
The Ashtabula County Soil & Water Conservation District is taking applications until November 29, 2016 for a 
District Technician position. 
 
The educational requirements for this position are: Bachelor Degree and or two year Associate’s degree in 
environmental science, agriculture, forestry, conservation, engineering or science related field and or related 
work experience.  
 
This position is that of a District Technician responsible for performing field and office technical, educational 
and some administrative duties in the Ashtabula Soil and Water Conservation District.  The technician will 
provide technical and engineering field assistance to county land users, groups and units of government.  The 
technical/engineering assistance will follow the guidelines established in the NRCS National Engineering 
Manual and Ohio NRCS Standards and Specifications. The applicant must be proficient in ESRI Arc View GIS 
and interpreting aerial photographs, topographic maps, and soil survey maps. They must help carry out the 
responsibilities outlined in the Memorandum of Understanding between the Ohio Department of Ag- Division of 
Soil and Water Conservation and the Ashtabula SWCD as it relates to the implementation of Ohio's 
Agricultural Pollution Abatement Program, Ag- (Manure, Nutrient and other waste waters).  
 
Additionally, they must carry out the responsibilities outline in the Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources- Division of Forestry and the Ashtabula SWCD as it relates to the 
implementation of Ohio's Agricultural Pollution Abatement Program (Silviculture & Logging).  The candidate 
must have excellent communication, interpersonal and writing skills.  Candidate must possess a valid driver's 
license and an insurable driving record.  The employee must have the ability to traverse rough ground, lift 50 
pounds and pass a background check and drug test. 
 
This position is for a full time employee (40 hours) with normal work hours Monday- Friday 8:00am - 4:30 pm.  
Employee may be required to work outside of the normal work schedule.  Employee will be subject to a 3 
month probationary period. Salary and Benefits: This position offers health insurance (employee contributes to 
premium cost), holiday, annual and sick leave pay.  The employee will participate in the Ohio Public 
Employees Retirement System (OPERS).  Salary will be commensurate upon experience.  More information 
about this position and the application process can be obtained by contacting Nathan Paskey at the Ashtabula 
County Soil & Water Conservation District at 440-576-4946 or via email at ashtabulaswcd@gmail.com.   
  
Deadline for EQIP Funding  
By John Weedon 
 
USDA-NRCS announced that November 18, 2016 is the deadline to submit applications for the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) in Ohio.  EQIP is a voluntary conservation program that offers financial and 
technical assistance to successful applicants who desire to implement conservation practices on their farms 
that benefit both the environment and their agricultural operation. Producers in northeast Ohio are eligible to 
apply under one of the following funding categories: cropland, forestry, pasture operations, confined livestock & 
manure management, wildlife habitat conservation, high tunnel systems, on-farm energy, organic initiative, 
honey bee pollinator, Monarch butterfly habitat development project, beginning farmer and rancher, limited 
resource farmer, socially disadvantaged producer, and conservation activity plan. The ranking questions for 
each category, payment rates for conservation practices, and eligibility criteria are available at 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/oh/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=nrcseprd1294211 
 
Producers can submit a signed EQIP application at a local NRCS service center 
(http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/oh/contact/local/?cid=stelprdb1142801) 
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Or electronically through NRCS’s Conservation Client Gateway 
(www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/cgate/).  
 
Applications submitted on or before November 18, 2016 will be evaluated for funding this fiscal year. 
Applications submitted after November 18, 2016 will be considered in the next round of EQIP funding to be 
announced.  For more information on EQIP or other NRCS technical or financial assistance programs, contact 
your local service center. 
 
27th Annual Ashtabula County Beef Banquet to be held on November 12, 2016 in Lenox, Ohio 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association will be holding their 27th annual banquet on 
Saturday, November 12 at the Lenox Community Center beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Banquet activities will include 
a prime rib dinner; business meeting; election of two members to the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s board of 
directors; entertainment; door prizes; and fine fellowship.   
 
Tickets for the banquet can be purchased from the Directors of the Cattlemen’s Association.  Directors are: 
Bob & Tyler Brown, Dorset Township; Bart Kanicki, Pierpont Township; David Nye, Hartsgrove Township and 
Zach Ward, Austinburg Township.  Tickets are $25 per person. Call the Ashtabula County Extension office at 
440-576-9008 for more information.  Pre-reservations should be made by November 4, 2016. A program flyer 
can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events 
 
Forage Management Considerations after Frost 
By: Rory Lewandowski 
Source: http://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2016-36/forage-management-considerations-after-
frost 

We have had some scattered frosts around the state that have generated some questions about forage use 
after a frost.  The two most common questions concern the use of warm season grasses in the sorghum family 
and grazing alfalfa.  The issue with grasses in the sorghum family, which includes sorghum-sudangrass 
hybrids, sudangrass and Johnsongrass in addition to sorghum, is that they contain cyanogenic glycosides and 
enzymes that convert those compounds to free cyanide (sometimes called Prussic acid) within their 
cells.  Prussic acid or cyanide is a lethal toxin.  

Under normal circumstances the cyanogenic glycosides and the enzymes are held in different locations within 
the plant cell and don’t come into contact with each other.  However, when plant cells are ruptured after being 
frozen, chopped, wilted or crushed, those cell barriers are broken and cyanide can rapidly form.  Cyanide is a 
gas and it will volatilize and leave the plant tissue but it takes some time, thus the recommendation is do not 
allow livestock to graze frost damaged forages until several days (3-4) have passed. Generally this refers to a 
hard frost. In the case of light frosts where the temperature is greater than 28 F, there are publications that say 
to wait 2 weeks until grazing.  The highest concentration of prussic acid is found in the leaves of immature 
plants (less than 18-24 inches tall) while stalks of mature plants (greater than 30 inches tall) contain the lowest 
concentration.  

Probably the safest and least risk practice of utilizing sorghum species forages after frost is as a dry hay or 
ensiled forage.  By the time the plants are dry enough to bale the cyanide gas will have volatilized and 
dissipated from the plant, so there is no feeding risk.  In the case of an ensiled forage or wet wrapped baleage, 
the cyanide concentration is greatly reduced during the ensiling process.  The general recommendation is not 
to feed these ensiled or baleage forages until at least 4-6 weeks after ensiling or wrapping. 
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Occasionally there are questions about grazing alfalfa after a frost.  Anytime a pure or very high percentage 
legume is grazed, the livestock owner should take precautions to prevent bloating, but in the case of alfalfa, the 
risk of bloating is increased for a few days after the plants have been exposed to a hard frost of 25 F or 
lower.  Once those plants start to wilt (in the case of a hard killing frost) or several days have passed, the risk 
of bloat decreases. 

For those livestock owners with tall fescue pasture, frost is actually good news because the sugar content 
within fescue increases.  It is part of the reason that tall fescue works well for stockpiled late fall and winter 
grazing. 

Finally, I sometimes get questions about late fall management of pastures and when can livestock be allowed 
to graze the plant down close to soil level.  My advice is to take care of that plant and maintain leaf residue 
until that plant goes dormant.  Generally once soil temperatures drop to that 40 degree or lower mark the plant 
is dormant and remaining leave residue can be grazed off if needed. 

Master Gardener Applications Due Today! 
The Ashtabula County Extension office is taking applications from Ashtabula County residents for the 2017 
Ashtabula & Lake County Master Gardener training program.  If you have a strong interest in gardening and 
enjoy helping others, you are invited to apply to become an Ohio State University Extension Master Gardener 
volunteer for Ashtabula County.   
 
To become an OSU Extension Master Garden volunteer, you must attend 11 training sessions held from 
January to April 2017 and volunteer 50 hours of horticultural service to the community through Extension 
educational programming after the training.  Such service could include teaching adults and youth about 
gardening, planting and maintaining Extension demonstration gardens, answering gardening questions from 
the public, judging flower and vegetable projects at local fairs, or assisting community garden participants.   
As a benefit of becoming a Master Gardener, you will increase your knowledge and understanding of such 
varied horticultural topics as best cultural practices for growing flowers and vegetables, house plant care, plant 
disease, lawn care, and insect pest identification and control and much, much more. 
 
Course topics include: history of OSU Extension, plant physiology, soils, composting, fertilizers, herbs, 
houseplants, plant propagation, plant pathology, diagnostics, entomology, integrated pest management, 
vegetables, lawns, woody ornamentals, fruits, landscape maintenance, and making effective presentations. 
 
The dates for this year’s training program are: January 25; February 1, 9, 15 & 22; March 1, 8, 15 & 22 and 
April 5 & 19.  This program is taught in conjunction with the Lake County Master Gardener program.  Five of 
the sessions will be taught at the Ashtabula County Extension Office in Jefferson and five will be taught in Lake 
County.  All courses will be taught from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  There is a $210 course fee that covers course 
materials, refreshments, and speaker travel costs. Registration is limited and all applications are due by 
November 1, 2016.  Please call the Ashtabula County Extension Office at 440-576-9008 for more information 
or for a complete application packet.    
 
Advanced Beekeeping Class to be held November 12, 2016 
The Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association will be hosting an Advanced Beekeeping 
class on Saturday, November 12, 2016 from 10:00 to 3:00 p.m. at the Ashtabula County 
Extension office located at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson, Ohio.  This class will feature Richard 
Manley, Geauga County Bee Inspector and Rick Becker, Trumbull County Bee Inspector. 
Topics include: Recognizing Bee Diseases & Pests plus Treatment, Swarm Control, 
Wintering Colonies, Bee Biology, and Much More. 
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The registration cost for this program is $15.00 per person with a light lunch provided.  For more information 
call Sharon Riccio at 440-576-8818. The registration fee can be returned to Sharon Riccio 2430 Brown Rd, 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047.  Make checks payable to the Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association. 
 
David’s Weekly News Column 
Published on November 2, 2016 in the Jefferson Gazette & November 6, 2016 in the Star Beacon 
 
Hello, Ashtabula County!  I cannot believe that it is November already!  Mother Nature has provided some 
great colors this fall.  A lot of brilliant oranges and reds in the trees!  What a great benefit 
to living in Northeast, Ohio.   The rain of last Thursday did not put a damper on our beef 
twilight tour.  Today, I would like to recap this great tour and also invite farm managers to 
attend a workshop which allow them to take a comprehensive look at their businesses.  I 
hope each of you have a great November! 

****** 
We were very excited that 86 beef producers from across Northeast Ohio and Northwest 
Pennsylvania attended the 2016 Northeast Ohio Fall Twilight Beef Tour on Thursday, October 27 at Pyma 
Love Farm just over the Ohio border in Linesville, PA.   It was a cool and damp evening but this did not prevent 
the Love Family from giving participants a great tour of their Angus Cattle operation. 
 
During the tour, participants learned how the family has established 107 acres of intensively grazed pastures.  
It was also great to see a demonstration of the Hustler Bale Processor which allows for the easy feeding of the 
herd both in the barn and in the pasture.  This method of pasture feeding is much efficient than in round bale 
feeders.  Participants also got to tour the new pack winter housing barn and manure storage barn, learned 
more about the “Bud Box” cattle movement system, and how water is provided to the cattle in the different 
pasture paddocks.  I know the attendees were able to steal a lot of great ideas to take back to improve their 
operations.  
 
Thanks to the George, Geula, Garret, and Natalie Love for hosting an excellent tour! I heard lots of positive 
comments about the tour!  It was outstanding.  And as tradition, an all-beef hamburger and hotdog meal was 
enjoyed at the conclusion of the tour courtesy of Cherry Valley Processing. We thank Joe and Laurie Mezinger 
for their hospitality of cooking and treating participants to this great meal Thanks to all our local beef producers 
who attended. 

****** 
A lot of our agricultural economists are predicting the low revenue margins for agricultural commodities to 
continue through 2017.  To help farm managers examine their business for profit robbing bottlenecks, OSU 
Extension will be offering a workshop titled, “Success Score Card – Benchmarking for Profit” on Thursday, 
December 1, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Ashtabula County Extension office located at 39 Wall 
Street in Jefferson, Ohio.   
 
This workshop is designed to help farm families and small business owners develop a Success Score Card for 
their business.  During the workshop, participants will learn how to rate their Financial, Leadership, Marketing, 
Production, Technology and Wellness Skills and learn how each can drive or stall a business. Participants will 
also learn the critical financial management tools & techniques and other management skills necessary to be 
successful in today’s competitive world.   
 
The featured speaker for this workshop will be Russ Coltman, Owner of Coltman Information Management.  
Russ has over 30 years of working with agricultural managers with their accounting.  He has been great at 
helping owners troubleshoot the bottlenecks in their operations.  Russ will share how managers can use the 
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success score card he developed to think more strategic both in the short-term as well as in the long term. 
Learn more about business assessments, using financial statements, cost of production calculations, wellness 
indicators, and how to utilize financial professionals.   
 
The fee to attend this program is $15 per person and is limited to the first 40 registrants.  Pre-register is 
requested by November 23, 2016.  This fee includes lunch and program materials.  More information about this 
program can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008 and a program 
flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events 

****** 
To close today’s column, I would like to share a quote from Christian Ibala who told me on a farm visit this past 
week, “The heart of the problem....is the problem of the heart."  Have a good and safe day! 
 
Consider a Cutting Garden for Next Year 
By the Ashtabula County Master Gardeners 
 
As flowers fade and Mother Nature mulches our planting beds with falling leaves, we might want consider new 
plans for next year's garden.  If you like flowers and you like 
to bring them inside for arrangements, think about setting 
aside some space just for a cutting garden. In fact, you can 
start planting it right now by digging in spring flowering 
bulbs before the snow flies.  The easiest to grow include 
daffodils, tulips and alliums.  Tulips, especially, can be 
planted to provide week after week of bouquets.  Look for 
early, mid-season and late bulbs to mix among the plants in 
your perennial garden. 
 
Right now is also the best time to create a new bed for an 
annual cutting garden.  You'll want to clear the surface by 
removing plants, weeds, brush and rock.  Then, if you cover 
the area with black plastic, cardboard or even old rugs, 
existing perennial weeds will die from lack of sunlight.  
Leave this covering on until you're ready to plant when the 
soil warms in the spring.  As you plan your garden during 
the winter months, aim for a variety of heights, flower forms 
and bloom time.  Remember that some annuals aren't easy 
to start from seed, and you'd be better off buying them as 
seedlings in the spring.  
  
Some of the easiest to grow from seed planted right in the 
garden are marigolds, calendulas, bachelors' buttons, 
cosmos, sweet peas, zinnias and bells of Ireland.  If winter 
sown, snapdragons often germinate quite nicely in the 
spring. Be sure to include cutting flowers in your perennial 
garden too.  Because so many perennials have many 
different cultivars that flower at different times, you'll want to 
research each plant for bloom time. Different iris cultivars 
can be planted so that you have some kind of iris in each 
arrangement from early spring to early fall.  
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Again as with annuals, you'll want to strive for variety in your perennials.  While most annual flowers prefer 
sun, many perennials, like bleeding hearts, columbine, foxgloves and hostas, enjoy some shade.  Yes, hosta 
flowers can be lovely in arrangements.  Indeed, some hostas have been bred specifically for double blooms 
and fragrance!  Perennials that prefer sun include coneflowers, Shasta daisies, lilies, delphinium, pinks, and 
yarrow.  While typically considered an herb, lavender can be grown in the perennial garden as well.  
To make balanced-looking flower arrangements, you'll need some tall, spiked flowers such as snapdragons, 
some rounded blossoms such as marigolds or dahlias, and some airy, textural flowers such as annual or 
perennial baby's breath. 
 
And don't forget to grow some foliage for your arrangements.  Coleus can be blended quite nicely with flowers 
of similar hues, and silver dusty miller goes with everything.   Lady's mantle has wonderful foliage, and its 
chartreuse blooms make nice filler in arrangements.  
 

 
Tree of the Week: Osage-Orange  
by: Joe Boggs 
 
If you can look past the large fruits currently dropping from this native tree (unless one drops on your 
windshield) and select more mannerly cultivars of this tough native tree, Osage-orange can be a go-to tree 
for difficult urban sites.  It was first discovered in 1804 growing in a relatively small native range confined to 
the eastern part of the Red River drainage watershed in 
Oklahoma, Texas, and Arkansas. 
   
Osage-orange was named for the Native American tribe 
living in part of the tree's native range and the general 
appearance of the tree's fruit.  Indeed, many of the other 
common names re fer to the fruit including:  hedge-apple, 
horse-apple, and mock-orange.  Some common names 
such as bois d'arc, bodark, and bow-wood reference the 
wood which was prized for making bows (bois d'arc means 
"wood of the bow").  Although both the fruit and branches 
ooze a latex-like sap when cut, several studies have shown 
that the fruit is not poisonous to livestock, wildlife, or 
humans. 
   
Osage-orange can now be found in all 48 contiguous states.  Its widespread distribution was supported by its 
boundless adaptability to wide-ranging environmental conditions and its use for several utilitarian 
purposes.  Trees were planted as living fences prior to the development of barbed wire.  Dense, crossing 
branches and sharp spines growing from the leaf axils discouraged livestock from crossing close-planted 
hedges.  It was also one of the primary trees used in Works Progress Administration (WPA) programs aimed 
at preventing soil erosion.  Thousands of miles of Osage-orange shelterbelts were planted throughout the 
1930s as part of WPA soil stabilization efforts. 
  
The adaptable nature of Osage-orange is illustrated by Michael Dirr in his Manual of Woody Landscape 
Plants (Sixth Edition), "One of our very tough and durable native trees; transplants readily; the poorer the site 
the better; withstands wetness, dryness, wind, extreme heat, acid and high pH conditions once established 
…"  Trees are also relatively free of serious pest and disease problems. 
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Of course, Osage-orange has two attributes that limit its use in landscapes:  large fruits and spiny 
thorns.  The hard, roughened fruits range in size from 3 
- 5" in diameter and have been known to crack 
windshields of cars parked beneath female 
trees.  Thankfully, Osage-orange is dioecious meaning 
that there are both female and male trees; only female 
trees produce fruit.  So the answer is to plant male 
trees. 
   
The thorny issue of the prickly spines can be solved by 
selecting cultivars that are so-called "thornless."  Three 
well-known male and thornless cultivars are 'White 
Shield', 'Wichita', and 'Park.'  Finding these cultivars 
may be a challenge; however, they are worth the 
effort.  Also, make certain to be specific when 
purchasing trees.  A web-search showed that the 

straight species is commonly being sold for naturalized areas; trees will have thorns and may be females. 
   
Finally, a number of stubborn myths have grown-up around Osage-orange such as the fruits being capable of 
repelling insects and spiders.  Indeed, I found a website selling Osage-orange fruit using the advertisement, 
"100 Percent Organic Insect and Spider Repellent."  Research has debunked the insect repellency 
claim.  While compounds have been found in the fruit that have some insect repellency properties, the natural 
concentrations of these compounds in the fruit are far too low to serve as an effective repellent.  There is no 
research evidence supporting the claim that the fruit repels spiders.  On the other hand, as demonstrated in 
the above image, throwing the fruit at insects and spiders can have an effect. 
   
For More Info: 
·         USDA NCRS Plant Fact Sheet 
https://plants.usda.gov/factsheet/pdf/fs_mapo.pdf 
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	“Planning for the Future of Your Farm”  

 

 
This workshop is designed to help farm families develop a succession plan 

for their farm business.  Attend and learn ways to successfully transfer 
management skills and the farm’s business assets from one generation to 
the next.  Learn how to have the crucial conversations about the future of 

your farm.  This workshop will challenge farm families to actively plan for the 
future of the farm business.  Farm families are encouraged to bring 

members from each generation to the workshop. Plan today for the future 
success of your family business!	 

Featured Speakers Include: 

Robert Moore  
Attorney at Law, Wright & Moore Law Company.  
 
David Marrison 
OSU Associate Professor & Extension Educator for 
Ashtabula County 

 

 

Other Registration information: 

Registrations limited to first 40 persons. 
Pre-register by January 11, 2017 

Cost is $20 per person. 

Wednesday, January 18, 2017 
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Morning Refreshments & Registration Begins  
at 9:00 a.m. 

Ashtabula County Extension Office 
39 Wall Street  

Jefferson, Ohio 44047 
440-576-9008 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

Robert	Moore



        

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Session Topics 
 
 Key questions to answer when planning for the future of the family farm 

business 
 Family communication in the farm transition process 
 Analyzing the family farm business/keeping the business competitive into the 

future 
 Providing income for multiple generations 
 Developing the next generation of farm managers 
 Farm succession with multiple offspring and family members: Fair vs. Equal 
 Retirement strategies 
 Preparing for the un-expected 
 Strategies to get my farm and family affairs in order 
 Analyzing risk in today’s world 
 Long term health care issues and costs 
 Farm business structures and their role in estate and transition planning 
 Estate and transfer strategies 
 Buy/sell agreements 
 Trusts and life insurance 
 Tax implications of estate and transition planning 
 What will my lawyer need from me? 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Planning for the Future of Your Farm Registration 
 

Pre-registration is required.  The cost is $20 per person.  Registration deadline is January 11, 2017.  
Make Checks payable to OSU Extension.  Mail checks and registration to: OSU Extension- Ashtabula 
County, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, Ohio 44047.  Please detach and return this form with your payment. 
 

Name of Attendee(s)________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________  Email_________________________________ 

$________$20 per person      For more information, call 440-576-9008 
 
Registration deadline is Wednesday, January 11, 2017.   
 
 

 

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on 

a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.



	“Success Score Card – Benchmarking for Profit”  
 

 
This workshop is designed to help farm families and small business owners 
develop a Success Score Card for their business.  Learn how to rate your 

Financial, Leadership, Marketing, Production, Technology and 
Wellness Skills and how each can drive or stall your business. Participants 

will learn the critical financial management tools & techniques and other 
management skills necessary to be successful in today’s competitive world.   

 
Attend and learn more about the Success Score Card and how it can help 
you think more strategic about your business. Learn more about business 
assessments, using financial statements, cost of production calculations, 

mental wellness, and utilizing financial professionals.   
 

Featured Speakers Include: 

Russ Coltman  
Coltman Information Management  
 
David Marrison 
OSU Associate Professor & Extension Educator for Ashtabula County 

Other Registration information: 

Registrations limited to first 40 persons. 
Pre-register by November 23, 2016 

Cost is $15 per person. 

                         Thursday, December 1, 2016 
                        10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Morning                       Refreshments & Registration at 9:30 a.m. 
 

                              Ashtabula County Extension Office 
                              39 Wall Street  

                                Jefferson, Ohio 44047 
                                 440-576-9008 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  



        

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Program Location 
Ashtabula County Extension Office 

 
 

39 Wall Street 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

440-576-9008 
http://ashtabula.osu.edu 

	
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Success Score Card – Benchmarking for Profit Registration 
 

Pre-registration is required.  The cost is $15 per person.  Registration deadline is November 23, 
2016.  Make Checks payable to OSU Extension.  Mail checks and registration to: OSU Extension- 
Ashtabula County, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, Ohio 44047.  Please detach and return this form with your 
payment. 
 

Name of Attendee(s)________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________  Email_________________________________ 

$________$15 per person      For more information, call 440-576-9008 
 
Registration deadline is November 23, 2016   
 CFAES provides research and related educational 

programs to clientele on 
a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.



Northeast Ohio “Snow Bird”  
Private Pesticide Applicator Re-Certification Session & 

Commercial Fertilizer Application Certification 
Thursday, November 17, 2016 

 at Trumbull County Extension Office, 520 West Main Street, Cortland, Ohio 44410 
 

Private Pesticide Recertification- Do you head south for the winter?  Does your Private Pesticide 
Applicator’s License expire on March 31, 2017?  If so, OSU Extension in Northeast Ohio has planned 
this session with you in mind!  Get your re-certification done early so you can stay in Florida 
longer!  This workshop will offer 3 credits for re-certification for CORE and All Categories    
(1-7). Private Pesticide Applicators from any county in Northeast Ohio are welcome to 
attend this session. This session will be held from 9:00 to 12:00 noon. 

 
Commercial Fertilizer Applicator Certification- A special afternoon session will be held from 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. for private pesticide applicators and area farmers who would like to 
complete their Commercial Fertilizer Application Certification.  Due to Ohio’s new 
legislation, any producer who applies commercial fertilizer to 50 or more acres must be 
certified by no later than September 30, 2017.  Attend this session to complete your 
certification.   
 
Additional private pesticide re-certification and commercial fertilizer certification sessions will be held in 
2017 on January 13 (Williamsfield), January 27 (Burton), and February 8 (Cortland). 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The registration fee is $35/per person for the morning private pesticide applicator re-certification.  There is no fee 
for the afternoon fertilizer certification session.  A lunch will be provided for those who are staying for the 
afternoon session for $10/person.  Pre-registration is required by November 8, 2016.  An additional late 
registration fee of $25 per person will be added for any registration received after November 8, 2016.  
Make checks payable to OSU Extension and mail to OSU Extension-Geauga County, PO Box 387, Burton, Ohio 
44021. More information can be obtained by calling the Geauga County Extension office 440-834-4656.   
 
Name________________________________  Pesticide Applicator Number______________ 

Address______________________________  Email address__________________________ 

City__________________________________  State____________ Zipcode_____________  

Phone Number_________________________  County________________________     

Check the Categories Needed for Re-certification __Core    __1   __2    __3   __4   __5   __6   __7 

Sessions I will be attending (check all that apply): 

Private Pesticide Applicator Re-Certification ($35 pre-registration)  $_____________ 

Lunch & Refreshments ($10 per person)      $_____________  

Commercial Fertilizer Applicator Certification ($0)    $_____________ 

Late Registration Fee ($25-if applicable)      $_____________ 

Total Fee Due          $_____________ 

 
 
 

 
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

CFAES provides research and related educational programs 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 

information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 



Map to Trumbull County Extension Office 
 

 
Trumbull County Extension Office 

520 West Main Street, Suite 1 
Cortland, Ohio 44410 

330-638-6783 
http://trumbull.osu.edu 
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