
2021 Skillathon 
Safety Questions 

  Senior Division 

1) Pick the good grooming activity. 
A) Do not sit while grooming 
B) Do not use the curry comb lightly on legs and face 
C) Never place your hands on the ground near the horses feet 
D) All of the above 

 
2) How to get a horse to let his foot be cleaned. 

A) Put pressure on the knee of the leg to be cleaned 
B) Pinch the chestnut 
C) Lightly squeeze the tendons on the rear of the cannon of the leg to be picked up 
D) B & C 

 
3) What does cast in a stall mean? 

A) The owner has left the horse in a stall over a month 
B) The horse has spread its feet too wide and can’t walk out of the stall 
C) The horse has its feet stuck against the wall and is trapped 
D) None of the above 

 
4) Why is it not recommended to hand feed your horse treats? 

A) You will not know how much food they are really getting 
B) Too much sugar 
C) The horse learns to grab at fingers looking for treats 
D) Costs too much 

 
5) Which of these is a mistake when tying a horse?  Choose all that apply 

A) Too long of a rope 
B) Using a safety knot 
C) Tie with a lead with a chain  
D) Tie to a wire fence 

 
6) Why would you not want a rear girth on a Western saddle too low? 

A) Your horse could catch his foot in it 
B) It looks bad 
C) You can see if it’s not clean 
D) You will be marked down points when judged 



7) Why would you not wrap your rope around your hand when leading your horse? 
A) Your hand will get dirty 
B) If you’re wearing gloves they will get torn 
C) You could get drug if your horse takes off 
D) Your advisor said so!!! 

 
8) Harnessing and hitching for safety at least requires how many people for 1 cart & 1 

horse? 
A) Only 1 if you are careful 
B) 1 adult and 2 kids 
C) At least 2 people 
D) All of the above 

 
9) In general a riders legs should be how long on a horses barrel to correctly control the 

horse? 
A) At least half way down the horses body 
B) It does not make a difference 
C) Long enough to fit in the stir ups 
D) 6 inches below the belly 

 

 

 

Answers: 

1. D 
2. C 
3. C 
4. C 
5. A, C, & D  
6. A 
7. C or D or Both 
8. C 
9. A 

 



2021 Skillathon 

Safety Questions 

Beginner, Junior, Intermediate Divisions 

1) Helmets must be worn at all times except in which class? 
A) Jumping 
B) Driving 
C) Showmanship 
D) Driving and Showmanship 

 
2) Which of these things should you not wear when riding? 

A) Long loose necklace 
B) Canvas shoes 
C) Shoe with no heel 
D) All of the above 

 
3) What should you check on your tack before riding? 

A) Frayed leather 
B) Clean 
C) Bridle same color as saddle 
D) Brand name of saddle 

 
4) What does it mean when a horse is cinchy? 

A) Grit teeth 
B) Responds negatively to tightening of the girth 
C) You must ride it bareback 
D) None of the above 

 
5) Which answer is the best reason a horse may toss his head all the time? 

A) Bored 
B) Wants Attention 
C) Sharp teeth 
D) Dry mouth 

 
6) Horses are herd animals with a built in flight response. How should we approach a horse? 

A) With a soft voice 
B) Slowly 
C) No sudden moves 
D) All of the above 

 
7) Which use of a lead with a chain is more likely to make a horse rear? 

A) Hooked to ring on bottom of halter 
B) Over the nose 
C) Under the jaw 
D) Around the neck and through the ring 



8) What is the normal space you should leave between your horse and another when leading or riding? 
A) 5 horse lengths 
B) 1 horse length 
C) 20 feet 
D) 30 feet 

 
9) What position should the handler be at when leading the horse? 

A) Even with the saddle 
B) Horses nose 
C) At throat latch 
D) Anywhere as long as it is 1 foot from the tail 

 
10) Tying a horse, which statement is correct? 

A) Never tie a horse with your reins 
B) You should use a safety knot and tie with a halter and lead. 
C) If you tie a horse with a neck rope, use a bow line 
D) Never tie a horse with a chain over its nose 

 
 

 

 

 

Answers: 

1. C 
2. D 
3. A 
4. B 
5. C 
6. D 
7. C 
8. B 
9. C 
10. B 

 



2021 Skillathon 

True or False Safety Questions 

Beginner, Junior, Intermediate Divisions 

1. If your gear hasn't gotten soaked (as by rain), a thorough cleaning once every third month or so will keep it in 
good condition.? T / F 
 FALSE - To keep your leather supple and strong (and therefore safe), clean and condition it on average about 
every two weeks. 
 

2. Even with a dead-broke horse, it's worth always taking the time to tie properly, with a quick-release knot or safe-
tying ring. T / F 
TRUE - You never know what may spook a horse and cause him to pull back, so safe tying is an "every time" rule. 
 

3. If your normally well-mannered horse suddenly pushes into your space while you're leading him back to his stall, 
ignore it. He's earned the right to "be a horse." T / F 
 FALSE - Treat every instance of disrespect, no matter how small, as something to be corrected, or else your 
horse can become "untrained," a little at a time. 
 

4. You can reasonably expect a mature, experienced horse to stand quietly while you cinch him up quickly. T / F 
FALSE - What you can reasonably expect by cinching up quickly is to cause him to feel trapped and 
claustrophobic, which eventually will make him "cinchy”? Nervous and reactive at saddling time. Always take the 
cinch up considerately, a little at a time. I like to tighten the cinch gradually, at least three different times, before 
getting on. 
 

5. Thorough, regular grooming will improve the texture and shine of your horse's hair coat. This is the single most 
important reason to make grooming a part of your daily regimen. T / F 
FALSE - The most important reason for daily grooming is to check your horse for nicks, cuts, and bumps that 
might develop into unsoundness’s or cause him to be unsafe to ride. 
 

6. For leading and tying, concrete can be a safe surface for horses. T / F 
TRUE - But only if certain circumstances apply? For example, the concrete is dry and has a roughed surface for 
traction. Never tie a shod horse on smooth concrete, especially if it's wet. 
 

7. It's worth the effort to teach your horse to stand patiently in place while you mount up. T / F 
TRUE - Not only will it make you safer as you mount, it's also just good basic discipline for your horse.   
 

8. Once you've checked carefully for the proper fit of a new saddle or bridle, you can rest easy going forward 
knowing your horse is comfortable in his new gear. T / F 
FALSE - You must check for proper fit and the good condition of your gear every time you saddle up. Your horse 
may have lost or gained weight, or leather may have stretched or shrunk or been readjusted by someone else 
without your knowledge. 
 

9. After you've placed the saddle on the pad or blanket, it's OK to slide the whole thing back an inch or two if 
necessary, to position it properly on your horse's back. T / F 
TRUE - You can slide it back if you need to, but never forward. Sliding it forward can ruffle the hair coat and result 
in a painful rub that can irritate your horse and cause misbehavior 
 

10. The single most important thing you can do to stay safe in the saddle is to lunge your horse before mounting to 
take the "fresh" out. T / F 
FALSE - The most important thing to do to remain safe is to think before you ride, and to get your horse thinking 
and focusing on you, as well. Groundwork that requires his feet to move in various directions will activate the 
thinking side of his brain as well as take the edge off his energy.? And on some days (say, it's especially cold and 
windy or your horse is rattled by new horses delivered to a nearby pasture), it may be best not to ride at all. 
Stopping to think things through in advance helps you make the right decision? And stay safe.   
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