
Equine - Performance 
Equine Performance will be measured by: 

1.  Members select a minimum of 4 and maximum of 6 classes from the approved class list. The point classes  
        cannot be pilot. 
2.    Classes are judged by an independent judge and placed through six places. Points will be assigned as 
        follows: six points for first place, five points for second place, four points for third place, three points for  
         fourth place, two points for fifth place, one point for sixth place. 
3.     Points for up to 6 classes will be recorded and tallied for week-end awards. If there are any ties, they will be 
         broken by the most first places, second places etc. 
4.     If there are any pilot classes offered in the current project year, members can select additional classes 
         that are offered but these will not be included in the 4-6 classes relative to the project grade. 
5.     Each member will have the opportunity to add up to 4 non-point classes to their list of classes taken. These  
        classes will give the members the chance to try another discipline they normally would not have taken.  

                       The youth could possibly place in that class, but no point will be given towards the week-end awards. 
Equine Performance will be judged according to the following divisions: 
 

Beginner:  Walk /Trot 8-11 and 1st or 2nd Year with small equine. 
 
Intermediate: Walk /Trot 12 & up and 1st or 2nd Year with small equine. 

              Once the weekend awards have been won twice with the same horse; members will no longer be eligible to  
              receive the weekend awards in the Walk/Trot Divisions. Member may show in the division in subsequent years 
                if a new horse is acquired, then they would be, again eligible for the awards in the Walk Trot division. 
 

Novice:  A member who is competing in their 1 & 2 year with a canter or loping project, or third and  
              fourth year competing in small Equine. 
 

Senior:  A member who is competing in their 3rd & 4th year canter or loping project or 5 & 6th year  
              competing in small equine. 
 

Advanced: A member who is competing in their 5th year canter or loping project or 7th year and up  
              competing in small equine. 

Classes will be assigned based on enrollment. 
 

Equine Skills will be measured by: 

1. Completing the REQUIRED Skillathon Test, typically administered on Super Saturday. (See calendar for  
date.) Participants may earn up to 100 points for the Skillathon Test. All efforts should be made to attend the 
scheduled Skillathon, as no makeups will be permitted. 
 
2. Barn judging, project review and interview will be conducted Monday night before fair. Participants with a  
project horse may earn up to 100 points for this portion. Participants taking a horseless project may earn up  
to 80 points for barn judging and 20 points for the knowledge test taken the same day as Skillathon. 
 

3. Completed project books, 1-page report for juniors or 2-page report for seniors and poster or trifold, will need  
to be turned in at Skillathon to be judged by their advisor. 
 

Equine Skills will be judged according to the following divisions: 

Beginner  A member that is 8-10 years old as of January 1 of current year, regardless of years in horse 4-H 



Junior               A first- or second-year member in Horse 4-H and is 11 years of age or older 

Intermediate    A third- or fourth-year member in Horse 4-H and is 11 years of age or older 

Senior                A fifth year and up member in Horse 4-H 

*There is no separate horseless division. Horseless projects will compete in the appropriate skills division for their  
age and experience. 

Equine Barn Judging 
PROJECT BARN JUDGING CRITERIA  
1. Project horse grooming  
2. Skills interview  
3. Books will be turned in at Skillathon and reviewed & graded by club advisors. 
4.Poster with report or trifold display (whichever applies to the project you are taking).  
5. Tack cleanliness & Knowledge 
 
SKILLS INTERVIEW (Horseless members will have the same skills interview) 
1. Parts of the horse.  
2. Ability to pick up horse’s feet.  
3. Safety knot (all horses should have a halter on and a lead rope without a chain).  
4. Members will be asked what are you feeding your horse and why? Beginner Junior & Intermediate. 
5. Give signs of colic, causes and how you should handle a colic situation Senior. 
 
Equine Barn Judging Details: 
BEGINNERS AND JUNIORS  

1.Members will be asked to locate 5 of the parts of the horse from the following list:  
GASKIN, KNEE, HOCK, BARREL, CREST, WITHERS, CROUP, THROAT LATCH, CHESTNUT, ERGOT 

INTERMEDIATE & SENIORS 
1. Members will be asked to locate 10 parts of the horse from the list in the Skillathon kit.  
2. Describe the difference between a snaffle and curb bit & the use of reins with each bit. 
3. How did you condition your horse for the fair? 
All Levels: Horseless Projects what are your feeding the horse you are using? 
Required Equine Skillathon Test topics for each division 
Equine Skills will be measured utilizing the Equine Skillathon Kit and resources added to this kit by the Equine 
Committee.  

 
                      BEGINNERS      JUNIORS                                                INTERMEDIATE      

    

 

 

 

 

 

Parts of the Horse  10/10 

Parts of the Hoof 8/8 

Confirmation  8/8 

Saddle/Bridle OR         10/10                   
Harness Parts 

Safety            6/6 

Med Labels            8/8 

Parts of the Horse  10/10 

General Tack  10/10 

Specific Tack  5/5 

Saddle/Bridle OR            10/10                 
Harness Parts 

Safety   6/6 

Breed Pictures  9/9 

Parts of the Horse           10/10 

General Tack  10/10 

Specific Tack  5/5 

Saddle/Bridle OR       10/10                    
Harness Parts 

Safety   6/6 

Breed Pictures  9/9 



SENIOR 

Skeletal System  10/10 

Parts of the Hoof 8/8 

Safety   6/6 

Saddle/Bridle OR            6/6                        
Harness Parts 

Confirmation  6/6 

Digestive Tract  4/4 

Med Labels  5/5 

Front Leg Anatomy 5/5 


