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Member’s Project Guide 
 

Project Background 
 

 This beginning level project is written and designed as a two-year 
experience for members who are just beginning to learn about their 
miniature horses.  It is intended that this project be completed in two 
4-H years. 
 
 Members are reminded to check the county project guidelines if 
they intend to show their miniature horse at the fair.  Please note that 
a member does not have to take part in the county fair to complete this 
project. 
 
  
 

General Project Guidelines 
 

1. Complete the “Planning Your Project” section of this guide. 
2. Members new to this project must explore all the “Interest Areas” 

1 through 8.  Members doing their second year in this project 
must explore “Interest Areas” 2 through 8. 

3. Within each “Interest Area”, perform the recommended number 
of “Things to Do”. 

4. Take part in at least two “Project Learning Experiences”. 
5. Become involved in at least two “Citizenship/Leadership 

Experiences”. 
6. Own or lease a miniature horse. 
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Planning Your Project 
 

 This planning section (steps 1-4) may be re-used when repeating 
the project. 
 

Step 1:  Interest Areas 
 
 As stated in the project guidelines, it is necessary for you to 
complete all the “Interest Areas” of this book.  As you begin to explore 
or re-explore an “Interest Area”, place the current date (month/year) 
next to it.  “Interest Areas” may be repeated as often as necessary. 
 
 
Date started        Interest Areas 
  (mo./yr.) 
 
____/____  1.   Mini Magic/History of The Miniature Horse 
 
____/____  2.   The parts of the horse & distinguishable markings 
 
____/____  3.   Horse sense/approaching your horse/leading your horse 
 
____/____  4.   Feeding your Horse 
 
____/____  5.   Grooming 
 
____/____  6.   Hoof Care 
 
____/____  7.   Your Horse’s Health 
 
____/____  8.   Having Fun with your Mini   
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Step 2:  Things to Do 
 
 As you work on each “Interest Area” place a check mark next to 
the activities you have completed.  When you complete an activity have 
your parent or advisor write his/her initials and the date beside the 
item.  You are required to complete a minimum of two “Things to Do” 
in each category. 
 

1. Mini Magic/History of the Miniature Horse 
 
(  )_____________ Create a personal history about your involvement with miniature horses   

   by drawing or mounting pictures of miniatures.  Your personal history can  
   include such things as when and how you learned about miniatures, 
   when you first pet one, when you first got a miniature of your own, what   
   you like about miniatures or about memorable moments that you have  
   had with your miniature horse. 
 
(   )______________ Create a display that traces back the blood lines of your miniature horse. 
 
(   )______________    Mount a picture of your horse and point out features that you believe 
   make it a draft/stock type or a light/refined type horse. 
 

2. Parts of the Horse & Distinguishable Markings 
 
(   )______________    Mount or draw pictures of several miniature horses (2-5) and 
   *indicate the dominant features of each horse, for example; straight legs, 
   well-proportioned neck etc. 
(   )______________ Describe the characteristics of each horse using the distinguishable  
   markings chart in your book. 
 
(   )______________   Comparing 2 or more horses, list below which horse you liked best 

and which you liked least and why. _______________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
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3. Horse Sense/Approaching Your Horse/Leading Your Horse 
 
(   )______________ Explain the steps involved in teaching a horse to lead. 
   ____________________________________________________________  
(   )______________ Explain problems to avoid when approaching your horse. 
   ___________________________________________________________ 
(   )______________ List 4 safety tips when working with your horse. 
   1.__________________ 2.____________________ 
   3.__________________ 4.____________________ 
 
 

4. Feeding Your Horse 
 
(   )______________ Explain why water is a most important nutrient. 
   ____________________________________________________________ 
(   )______________ Memorize and repeat to your advisor of the feeding guidelines. 
(   )______________ Name 4 things that should be contained in your horse’s diet. 
   1.__________________ 2.__________________ 
   3.__________________ 4.__________________ 
(   )______________ Explain why a miniature that is idle needs only quality  
   hay and free choice mineralized salt. 
 

5. Grooming 
 
(   )______________ List proper grooming and fitting practices for your horse. 
(   )______________ Make a list of common equipment that you might use for grooming your  
   horse._______________________________________________________ 
   ____________________________________________________________ 
   ____________________________________________________________ 
(   )______________   Do a demonstration for your club showing how you groom and care for  
   your miniature. 
 

6. Hoof Care 
 
(   )______________ How often should a mature horse have their hooves trimmed? 
   ____________________________________________________________ 
(   )______________ Describe what can cause uneven wear of the hooves of your miniature.  
   How can such wear be minimized?________________________________ 
   ____________________________________________________________ 
(   )______________ Demonstrate to your club and list the proper way to clean hooves. 
   ____________________________________________________________ 
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7. Your Horses Health 
 
(   )______________ Label the picture with the proper temperature, heart rate 

and respiration rate. 

 
 

(   )______________ Determine your horse’s weight using the method described on page 20. 
(   )______________ Describe a good schedule for worming your horse.___________________ 
   ____________________________________________________________ 
(   )______________ Describe the characteristics of a sick horse and healthy horse. 
   ____________________________________________________________ 
   ____________________________________________________________ 
(   )______________ Assemble a first aid kit for your horse. 
 

8. Having Fun With Your Mini 
 
(   )______________ Demonstrate to club members the proper way to lunge your horse. 
(   )______________ Have your advisor or other adult demonstrate the proper way to teach  
   your horse to jump. 
(   )______________ Ask your advisor if you can help set up an obstacle course as a club  
   project. 
(   )______________ Work with your horse on ground driving. 
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Step 3: Learning Experiences 
 
 Take part in at least two of the sample “Learning Experiences” listed below.  Plan your 
involvement in this chart (Report of Learning Experiences) provided.  Before you start your 
project enter your choices in the section labeled “Plan to Take Part In.”  Then, once you have 
taken part in an activity record what you did and when.  Learning Experiences may be added or 
changed at any time. 
 

Sample Learning Experiences 
 

Demonstrate  Speech  County Project        Judging Horse Show 
            Illustrated Talk             Exhibit             Project Meetings      Judging Team 
            Horse Camp             Farm Tour        Miniature Horse Sale      Radio/TV Presentation 
 

 
Report of Learning Experiences 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Plan To Take Part In What You Did

Date Completed (Month/Year)
(example) Field Trip Spent a day with a farrier and 

learned how to properly shoe a 

miniature horse
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Step 4: Leadership/Citizenship Activities 
  

Check off the activities you wish to do or plan your own in the space provided.  Plan to 
do at least two.  Keep track of your progress by dating (month/year) what you completed.  
Leadership/Citizenship activities may be added or changed at any time. 

 

Date started        Leadership/Citizenship Activity 
  (mo./yr.) 
 
____/____  1.   Encourage someone to take a mini horse project 
 
____/____  2.   Arrange for your club to tour a mini horse farm 
 
____/____  3.   Have someone visit your club and speak about mini 
          horses. 
____/____  4.   Help out at a mini horse show 
 
____/____  5.   Organize a Horse Bowl or judging contest for your club 
 
____/____  6.   Teach your club something about mini horses 
 
____/____  7.   Write a news story about your 4-H club 
 
____/____  8.   Teach younger members grooming skills 
 
____/____  9.    Prepare an exhibit on mini horses for the county fair 
 
____/____ 10.   Assist with a Horse Bowl or Horse Judging Team 
 
Or, plan your own Leadership/Citizenship activities below: 
 
_____/_____ *_________________________________________________________________ 
             
_____/_____   *_________________________________________________________________ 
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MINI MAGIC 
 

 Welcome to the magical world of miniature horses.  This small equine is 
finding a large space in the hearts of young and old alike.  By choosing a miniature 
horse as your 4-H project you not only will gain valuable knowledge and skills but 
also increase your confidence and self-esteem that the responsibility of taking 
care of an animal fosters. 
 This project is designed as an introduction to miniature horses.  You will 
learn about the history of minis, conformation, care, health and various ways you 
may choose to enjoy your miniature horse. 
 As you finish this project you may choose to advance with your mini to 
more specialized projects so your knowledge will continue to grow. 
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History of the Miniature Horse 
 

 The American Miniature Horse is a unique breed, the limiting characteristic 
of which is size.  It must be a sound, well-balanced horse, possessing the proper 
conformation characteristics which are common to most of the larger breeds.  If 
there were no size reference the miniature horse might give the illusion of being a 
full-sized horse. 
 The beginnings of the miniature horse still remain a mystery, however, it is 
known that in the 16th century, royal courts of Europe were breeding miniatures 
as pets and playmates for the children of the court.  When the kingdoms began to 
lose their wealth and power, the little horses ended up performing in circuses and 
pulling carts in coal mines. 
 In the 1800’s some minis were imported from Europe to America to be 
used in American mining operations.  The small size and great strength caused 
them to be used as draft stock in small mine tunnels. 
 An important pioneer in the miniature horse world was Smith McCoy of 
Rodderfield, West Virginia.  He started collecting horses under 32” tall as a hobby.  
He soon found the smaller the horse, the more they sold for.  From his original 
heard of 10-12 horses Mr. McCoy developed the largest herd of miniature horses 
in the United States.  Mr. McCoy had his dispersal sale in 1967 when he retired.  
At that time, many miniatures were made available to small breeders. 
 Miniature horses possess a combination of bloodlines.  Some of the original 
lines were bred down from full-size breads; some were bred from the time horses 
that worked the mines; and some minis even have Shetland Pony blood in their 
backgrounds.  Because of the variety of bloodlines that is the Miniatures heritage 
breeders divide them into two types: the draft/stock type and the light/refined 
type. 
 In early 1971, a group of miniature horse owners met with officials of the 
American Shetland Pony Club and laid the ground work for the American 
Miniature Horse Registry. 
 The registry was open to all miniature horses that met the height 
requirement of 34” and under.  On December 31, 1973, the Miniature Horse 
Committee voted to close the registry, and after closing only the offspring of the 
registered animals are eligible for registration.  On December 1, 1986, the AMHR 
opened its registry once again and a Division B was opened for horses who went 
over 34” but stayed under 38”.  This division is now in the process of being closed. 
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 In 1978, The American Miniature Horse Association was formed.  The 
AMHA is a closed registry recognizing only horses 34” and under.  It is hoped that 
the two registries will work together to create a common goal to benefit all 
miniature horses. 

Miniature horses are not dwarfs.  There are several degrees of dwarfism, 
mild to severe.  Some can make excellent, very lovable pets, while others are so 
afflicted that they should be humanely put down at birth as they may be unable 
to stand or function on their own.  There are nine characteristics of dwarfism in 
miniature horses: 
 

1) Stunted leg growth 
2) Joint irregularities 
3) Maligned teeth 
4) Abnormal facial features (bulging forehead, protruding eyes, nostrils 

too high on face, eyes set at uneven angles, turned up nose) 
5) Head obviously longer than neck 
6) Girth depth greater than length 
7) Back deviations 
8) Shoulder higher than croup (leads to a “tilting backward” gait 
9) Mental retardation and inactivity/depression (probably due to pain) 

 
In measuring a miniature horse, the animal is to stand on a smooth, level 
surface, in such a position that all legs are standing square (vertical).  The 
head should be held in a normal position, not stretched.  With the animal in 
this position, measure the vertical distance from the base of the last hair on 
the mane to the ground.  Measurements are to be recorded to the nearest 
¼ inch.  It is preferable to use a non-bendable measuring stick with a 
horizontal side arm and a level bubble to ensure accuracy. 
 
 
 
 

It is important to measure your horse accurately. 
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Parts of a Horse 
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American Miniature Horse Standard 
 

GENERAL IMPRESSION: 
A small, sound, well-balanced horse.  It 
should give the impression of strength, 
agility and alertness.  The disposition should 
be eager and friendly, not skittish. 
 
SIZE: 
The American Miniature Horse must 
measure not more than 34” at the base of 
the last hair on the mane for Division A, and 
not more than 38” for Division B.  Since the 
breed objective is the smallest possible 
perfect horse, preference in judging shall be 
given to the smallest, all other factors being 
equal.  Priority in judging shall be in this 
order: (1) Soundness, (2) Balance, and (3) 
Size. 
 
HEAD: 
In proportion to the body; neither 
excessively long or short, The eyes should 
be large alert, and prominent with no 
discrimination in color.  The ears, open 
toward the front and carried erect.  The 
teeth should be strong with the upper teeth 
scissored over the lower.  Should show no 
signs of parrot mouth or undershot. 
 
NECK: 
Strong and muscular, proportionate to body 
and the type of horse represented. 
 
 
 

BODY: 
Well-muscled with good bone and 
substance, well sprung ribs; level top-line, 
as nearly as possible of equal height in 
withers and rump, fore and hindquarters 
well angulated, so that the horse in 
movement shows a smooth gait.  The tail 
should round off the rump, being set 
neither excessively high nor low. 
 
LEGS: 
Straight, clean and sound. 
 
HOOVES: 
Round and compact, trimmed as short as 
practicable for an unshod horse, and in 
good condition. 
 
COLOR: 
Any color and marking pattern are equally 
acceptable. 
 
DISQUALIFICATIONS: 
Height in excess of 34” for Division A and 
38” for Division B; Dwarfism; Blindness; 
Cow hocks, and other unsoundness.  
Measurement of height shall be the 
responsibility of the show stewards with 
any disputes resolved by the show manager 
who, if in doubt, should request the opinion 
of the show veterinarian, are temporary 
and should not be penalized unless injury 
impairs the general appearance and/or the 
action of the horse. 
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Distinguishable Markings 
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HORSE SENSE 
 

 Horses obey humans through habit and training.  When you handle a horse, 
you are either enforcing good training or undermining it.  If you always handle 
horses properly, using the same rewards and punishments they have been trained 
to, they will be a pleasure to own.  Poor handling, either by abuse and cruelty or 
by spoiling, “untrains” horses and they can quickly become a nuisance or even 
dangerous.  Remember, a horse will associate two actions for about 3 seconds.  
Therefore, the correction or reward must follow the action immediately.  A few 
minutes later and the horse won’t understand why he is being rewarded or 
punished. 
 Miniatures are easy to spoil.  If they step on your foot, bump into you, or 
rear up, they don’t present much of a physical threat.  However, spoiled horses of 
any size are not a pleasure to be around and reflect poorly on the trainer.  If you 
follow a few basic rules when working with your horse, you will have a horse you 
are proud of. 

1. Keep your horse’s attention on you. 
2. Praise for acceptable behavior, punish unacceptable behavior.  Always have 

the action follow the behavior immediately.  You want your horse to 
respect, not fear you, so it is important that your action be appropriate for 
the situation.  If you feel you are losing control of your temper, ask for help 
or take a break! 

3. Sudden movements and loud noises may frighten horses.  Always use 
caution when approaching something new with your horse.  

4. Always keep a safe distance between your horse and other horses around 
you.  This is a must when driving your horse to prevent serious accidents. 

5. Check equipment for proper fit and repair.  Drivers, it is your responsibility 
to check your equipment every time you harness. 

6. If you must walk behind a horse, either move very close to the hindquarters 
or completely beyond the reach of the hind feet. 
 
 
 
Spoiled horses of any size are not a pleasure to be around.  It is your duty to 

be in control of your animal at all times for your safety as well as others. 
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APPROACHING YOUR HORSE 
 
Horses have a limited field of vision.  They cannot see directly behind or in 

front without moving their head.  Therefore, the safest way to approach a horse is 
at the shoulder or as near the neck as possible.  If the horse can see you he won’t 
be startled.  If you must approach a horse from the rear speak softly and place 
your hand on the rump so the horse knows exactly where you are. 
 

LEADING YOUR HORSE 
 
 When leading a horse even a very short distance always use a well fitted 
halter and lead line, horses are unpredictable and you must maintain control at all 
times.  Lead from the horses left side gripping the line with the right hand 
approximately 6” from the snap end and holding the excess coiled neatly in the 
left hand.  Always turn the horse by turning him away from you.  This prevents 
the horse from stepping on your feet or possibly knocking you down. 
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FEEDING YOUR HORSE 
 
 The miniature horse requires a diet abundant in protein, energy, minerals 
and vitamins.  Because horses are single-stomached herbivores with quite simple 
digestive tracts they cannot digest large amounts of roughages.  They should be 
fed small amounts frequently.  Two or three times a day is usually recommended.  
Feed at regular intervals.  An overweight horse is as unhealthy as an underweight 
one.  Excess weight should be removed before any strenuous exercise or training 
begins.  A good rule of thumb is “the ribs should be faintly felt but not seen”.  
Besides being detrimental to your horse’s health, it is costly to overfeed.  
Consider your horse’s work level when determining this feed ration. 
 

amount of work/day 
idle 

1-3 hours 
3-5 hours 
5-8 hours 

 

level 
maintenance 

light work 
medium work 

heavy work 
 

 Many miniatures will fall under the “maintenance” category and can 
therefore be kept at a healthy weight by feeding quality hay and free choice 
mineralized salt.  It is essential to feed good quality hay.  Check your hay for mold, 
dust, weeds, and excessive weathering. 
 Pasture can be the most beneficial feed supply for horses.  Not only can 
your horse graze natural, but he is able to exercise and enjoy the sunshine.  Good 
pasture, water, and mineralized salt can provide complete nutrition for an idle 
mature horse.  The amount of land needed to provide the proper nutrition for a 
miniature horse is approximately ¼ of that required for a large horse.  
Approximately 4 miniatures can graze per acre.  Growing foals, pregnant or 
lactating mares, breeding stallions, or working horses will require more energy 
than mature idle horses. 
 Water is a most important nutrient and should be made continually 
available.  After being worked, a hot horse should be walked and then only 
allowed small amounts of water until completely cooled.  The salivary glands in 
the mouth of the horse produce an amazing amount of saliva which is necessary 
to begin the digestive process.  This is one reason the horse needs an adequate 
supply of water.  Mature horses contain about 50% water and a newborn foal 
contains about 80%. 
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Summary of feeding guidelines: 
 

1. Feed 2-3 times a day at the same time each day. 
2. Keep pails and mangers clean. 
3. Feed only quality grains and hays, never dusty or moldy feed. 
4. Consider age, level of work and usage of horse when measuring feed. 
5. Feed by weight not volume. (Remember, a gallon of corn weighs almost 

twice what a gallon of oats does) 
6. Make diet changes gradually. 
7. Always provide trace-mineral salt. 
8. Provide clean fresh water. 
9. Check your horse visually at least once a day for cuts, scrapes, limps, and a 

change in eating habit.  This could prevent small problems from becoming 
major ones. 

 
The stall should be roomy, well ventilated and kept clean at all times.  Hay bags 
should be of a type that miniature hooves cannot get caught in.  Bags can be 
made from feed sacks, canvas or fine mesh. 
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GROOMING 
 
 Teach your horse to stand quietly while being groomed.  If possible, have a 
place set aside specifically for grooming.  The job will go much smoother if all your 
equipment is close at hand.  Regular grooming is one of the steps necessary in 
keeping your horse physically and mentally fit and can help to create a special 
bond between you and your horse. 
 In order to follow a correct daily grooming process, some equipment will be 
necessary.  These supplies include: rubber grooming mitt, stiff body brush, soft 
body brush, clean linen rub rags, hoof pick, and a mane and tail brush. 
 The rubber grooming mitt is an ideal aid.  It is flexible so it reaches all the 
smallest parts of the miniature.  Unlike curry combs, it is gentle enough to use on 
your horse’s head and legs.  When accompanied by rubbing and brushing you will 
see maximum results. 
 With the rubber grooming mitt in place, begin at your horse’s head.  
Remove all dead hair from this area, and then move to the neck, grooming one 
side at a time.  Next, work on the top line always grooming vigorously.  Move 
onto the shoulders, flanks, and the sides of the hips.  Working systematically will 
avoid leaving part of the horse ungroomed.  Then spend some time on the barrel 
and the belly, making sure that you remove all the dirt and dead hair.  The belly 
should be as slick as the rest of the horse to give the bottom line a smooth 
appearance.  When you work on the legs, move in downward strokes and cover 
the legs completely. 
 After using the rubber grooming mitt, begin again with the stiff body brush, 
working systematically as before.  Exclude the horses head and legs below the 
knees and hocks due to the harshness of this particular tool.  Next, you will want 
to work over him again with the soft body brush which is soft enough to use on 
the face and legs.  This will smooth the hair down and give a polished look to the 
coat.  When using either the soft body brush or the stiff body brush, use a quick 
snapping action to flick dirt and dead hair off the horse. 
 The linen rub rags will give the finishing touch, leaving the coat’s surface 
smooth and shiny.  It is also a good idea to have a clean rag or sponge for wiping 
the horse’s eyes, ears and nostrils, checking for any signs of injury or disease.  A 
separate rag or sponge should be included for cleaning under the horse’s tail. 
 The mane and tail length is determined by the owner.  Unlike other breeds, 
the miniature horse does not yet have one mane and tail length that is absolutely 
appropriate.  Some prefer long mane and tails, but most are beginning to keep 
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them shorter in order to create a more balanced look.  If you wish to shorten your 
horse’s mane or tail, do not cut it.  You must “pull” the hairs to produce a natural 
look unlike that of a cut with scissors or clippers. 
 
Regular grooming is one of the steps necessary in keeping your horse physically 
and mentally fit and can help to create a special bond between you and your 
horse. 
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HOOF CARE 
 
 We know that neglect of the hoof can cause lameness, disease, and/or 
imperfect foot action.  Daily cleaning of the hoof, especially if you horse is kept 
confined in a stall or small paddock is a must.  Use a hoof pick to pick out the 
debris from heel to toe.  If you clean from toe to heel you take a chance of 
bruising the sole or frog by penetrating too deeply. 
 Because most miniature horses are longed and not worked in a straight 
line, it is imperative to watch for uneven wearing of the hooves.  Since working in 
a circle causes the outside of the hoof to wear down, try working in a large oval.  
You will still probably get some uneven wear, but not as much as in a small circle.  
Mature horses should be trimmed every 6-8 weeks and special attention should 
be given to foals from the moment they are born.  Many leg problems could be 
avoided if a professional had corrected the fault early. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be careful when cleaning the hoof of a 
miniature horse.  Their hooves can 

easily be damaged with hoof picks that 
are too large or sharp.  Always set the 

hoof down gently. 
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YOUR HORSES HEALTH 
 
 A horse in good condition is a pleasure to look at.  The eyes should be 
bright and clear, the ears alert.  The coat should be soft and glossy.  The healthy 
horse should eat well and chew without difficulty.  Observe for excessive 
salivation or feed dropping from the horse’s mouth, these are indications of teeth 
problems that may require a veterinarian’s advice or a change in the feeding 
program.  The horse’s manure should be firm and easily passed.  Grass-fed mini’s 
will have slightly looser stools. 
 The legs and feet should be cool to the touch and there should be no signs 
of swelling.  The horse should stand evenly and comfortably, though many will 
rest one hind leg at times.  Continuous shifting of position is not normal.  The 
horse should be sound when trotted up, taking even, swinging strides. 
 The normal temperature of an adult horse at rest is approximately 100.4˚F 
although it can vary by 1 degree without cause for alarm.  The pulse at rest should 
be between 28-40 beats per minute for an adult horse.  As for respiration, the 
horse normally breathes at the rate of 8-16 respirations per minute. 
 The horse should be wormed regularly.  Most horse owners find paste 
wormers to be easy and efficient if these simple steps are followed: 

1. Determine your horses weight (heart girth² x body length divided by 330) 
2. Lock applicator dial at proper weight 
3. Make sure horse’s mouth is free of food 
4. Put tube tip in corner of horse’s mouth (where there are no teeth) making 

sure it doesn’t come out on the other side. (This happens with miniatures!) 
5. Push down plunger, placing paste on back of horse’s tongue. 
6. Keep horse’s head up until your sure medication is swallowed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


