
Happy New Year from all of 
us at Ohio State University 
Extension! We’re excited to 
kick off 2025 and are looking 
forward to another great year. 

With the new year come some 
new changes to the office. 
Amanda Barnum, had served 
as the Program Assistant for 
ANR and 4-H since May and 
recently  accepted the role of 
Agriculture & Natural 
Resources Extension 
Educator in Ashtabula 
County.  Please help us wish 
Amanda well in her new role. 

As it is the season of change
and resolutions, now is a 
great time to take a look at 
the 4-H projects that may 
interest you. Ohio 4-H offers 
over 200 projects and we 
challenge you to try 
sometime new! Be sure to 
take time to check out the 
project information and 
guidelines as they are posted 
to the website as well as 
important updates and new 
information in this 
newsletter.

Not sure where to start with 
your 4-H project? Speak with 
your club advisor/volunteer, 
species chair or project helper 
and find out more in the 
project guidelines. 

Feel free to also call the Office 
at 440-576-9008 or email me 
directly at hoyt.88@osu.edu. 

Jenna Hoyt
Extension Educator 
4-H Youth Development 
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Enroll Now via 
4-H Online!
Enrollment is NOW OPEN 
via the 4-H Online system.
Learn how to enroll or re-
enroll by March 15 by 
clicking here. 

The current County 4-H 
Activity fee is $25 per 
member to enroll in 
Ashtabula ($50 maximum 
per family with 1st year 
members and Cloverbuds 
free) County 4-H. Fees are to 
be collected by the Club and 
turned in to the Extension 
Office by the Organizational 
Volunteer  by April 1 with a 
final roster. This fee is used 
to off-set programming 
costs as well as support the 
hiring of a Summer Student 
Assistant and support 
volunteer and youth 
training programs and 
requirements. Members 
may only enroll in dual 
clubs when taking different 
projects in both clubs. 

FFA youth may also enroll in 
4-H taking different projects. 
4-H activity fees are only paid 
once in the primary club. 
Anyone wishing to join after 
March 15 may take a project 
but will not be allowed to
compete in county or state 
shows, contests, or events or 
participate in Junior Fair.

Members may participate in 
club meetings and activities, 
community service events, 
and county clinics. Those 
wishing to enroll in a county
4-H program outside of their 
County of Residence must 
have cross-county approval no 
later than March 1.

Projects may not be changed 
or added after April 15. 

Project Information

Learn more about the expectations 
of the Ashtabula County 4-H 

Program in our Program Guide and 
more details of project 

expectations in the 2025 Project 
Guidelines, Recommendations and 

Expectations. 

Ohio 4-H Eligibility & Enrollment
Ohio 4-H membership is based on a child’s age AND grade as of January 1 of the current calendar
year.

Eligibility for Cloverbud participation begins when a child is age 5 and enrolled in kindergarten.
Eligibility for participation in 4-H projects and competitive events begins when a child is age 8 and
in third grade. Any youth age 9 or above is eligible for project membership, regardless of grade
level. Membership requires enrollment in an authorized Ohio 4-H club or group under the
direction of an OSU Extension professional or an approved adult volunteer. A youth’s 4-H eligibility
ends December 31 the year they turn 19.

Members can join 4-H anytime but must join by the county’s enrollment deadline to be eligible for
the full range of 4-H opportunities, including participation in county and state fairs.
Accommodations can be made for youth with disabilities through our Winning 4-H Plan. Visit
ohio4h.org/about/join-4-h to make an accommodation request. 2
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Ohio 4-H Project Changes 
New
• 365 Aquaponics: Can I Produce My Own Food? 
• 365 Digital Citizenship: Being Safe Online 
• 365 Surviving in the Great Outdoors  
• 385 Local Government: Answer the Call
• 489 Microscope Mysteries 
• 549 Young Engineers in Space: Missions in Microgravity 
• 651 Be a Sustainability Hero 
• 652 Farm to Table to Career 

Revised or Replaced (Old Title)
• 140R Swine Resource Handbook  
• 140 Swine Project and Record Book  (combines 140 Swine 
Breeding Project and 139 Market Hog Project and Record Books) 
• 445 Exploring Personal Finance  (445 Becoming Money Wise) 
• 365 Climate Change (Climate Change) 

Discontinued 
• 191R Horses, Safety, and You 
• 358 The Truth About Tobacco 
• 365 Going Green 
• 365 Local Foods
• 365 Stay-at-Home Project 
• 365 The Work World Is Calling 
• 365 Ways of Knowing Water 
• 374 Teens on Board 
• 495 Your First Home Away from Home 
• 551 Getting to Know Your Tractor

Find the right project 
for you!  

The Ohio 4-H Project Guide is 
your place to connect to our 
entire collection of project 

books for the year. Each 
project book contains 

information and activities for 
members to explore as an 

organized group project or at 
home under the guidance of a 

parent or interested adult. 
Talk to your club advisor to 

order.
When choosing a project, 
consider your interests, 

background, what is necessary 
to start the project, and the 

resources available to help you 
complete it. Visit 

https://ohio4h.org/projectguide

2025 Ohio 4-H Conference
The Ohio 4-H Conference takes place at the Greater Columbus Convention Center on the second 
Saturday in March. Registration and $40 payment is due before February 7. 

Nearly 1,100 teen and adult volunteers participate each year. The Ohio 4-H Conference is designed 
to equip participants with resources, information, and skills to meet the ever-changing needs of 
youth. Attendees have the opportunity to receive training in more than 125 different topics such as 
career exploration, risk management, camping, leadership, cake decorating, dancing, animal 
sciences, and much more. More information can be found at https://ohio4h.org/events/ohio-4-h-
conference

In addition to the educational sessions, the day features the Ohio 4-H Volunteer Recognition 
Luncheon highlighting the extraordinary accomplishments of volunteers. The teens (age 13 and 
older) have a luncheon where they recognize their peers and often features a keynote speaker. 3
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4-H Project 
Assistance
The purpose of this program 
is to help up to three 4-H 
youth a year who need 
assistance with their 4-H 
Project. It is intended to 
support 4-H project work for 
youth who may otherwise be 
unable to take such a 
project. This program was 
created by the Lewis Family 
and the Wall Street Inn and 
is sponsored by the 4-H 
Advisory Committee. 
Anyone enrolled and in 
good standing with a 
chartered Ashtabula County 
4-H Club is eligible to apply.

Any project area is 
considered with some 
stipulations. Assistance may 
cover items such as project 
book, project animal, 
fishing pole, cooking 
supplies, sewing machine, 
fabric and similar items. 

Items not included in the 
program may include feed, 
permanent property 
improvement (electrical, 
concrete, water lines), or 
veterinary expenses.  

Interested youth should have 
their completed application 
returned to the Ashtabula 
County Extension Office by 
4:30pm on March 15th. 

More information and the 
application may be found by 
clicking here. 

In accordance with Ohio 
Revised Code, Section 901-19-
36 of Ohio’s Livestock 
Tampering and Exhibition 
Rules, all junior fair exhibitors 
enrolled in a food animal 
project (steer, feeder, market 

Ohio 4-H Equine Safety
All horse members must complete the Ohio 4-H EQUISTEP Horse Safety 
& Ethics Training annually by May 1.

Completion of this program is required for all equine youth before
participating in 4-H Horse Activities (i.e. – riding).

Self-enroll via ScarletCANVAS by visiting horse.osu.edu. Each participant 
must have a unique email address to enroll. Be sure to complete the 
survey at the conclusion of the course to ensure a copy of the completion 
certificate is sent to the County 4-H Office.

If you have questions about meeting the requirement of this course, 
please email hoyt.88@osu.edu . If you have specific content questions 
about the course, contact Kimberly Cole at cole.436@osu.edu. For 
technical assistance with the ScarletCanvas platform, including logging 
in and password concerns, please contact CFAES Online Outreach team 
at faes-onlineoutreach@osu.edu.
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Assuring Quality 
Care for Animals 
Program

rabbit, market poultry, egg 
production, lamb, market or 
dairy goat, cheese, dairy cow) 
are required to complete 
mandatory quality 
assurance training to 
participate with their food 
animal project at the county 
fair.
This program teaches youth 
how to use best practices 
that support the production 
of quality and safe animal 
products and must be 
complete by June 1 for all 
youth with a Market or 
Lactating Dairy Animal 
entering the food chain. 
Those who have passed their 
12th birthday by January 1, 
may test out of the annual 
requirement for up to 3 
years. Those who have 
passed their 15th birthday by 
January 1, may test out of QA 
for the  remaining years of 
participation. 
Click here for more 
information about testing 
out, online opportunities and 
in-person sessions.

https://ashtabula.osu.edu/sites/ashtabula/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/Info_and_Forms/Project%20Assistance%20program%202025.pdf
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/
mailto:hoyt.88@osu.edu
mailto:cole.436@osu.edu
mailto:faes-onlineoutreach@osu.edu
https://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/4-h-project-information-guidelines/livestock


Ohio 4-H Annual Club & Committee Financial Summary Reports 
due by January 31
• The Financial Summary form and more information is available 

by clicking here.
• Clubs that have items valued at $50 or more must also submit 

the inventory form. Shooting sports clubs need to include serial 
numbers of firearms. 

• Volunteers completing the form can group income and 
expenses together in like line items. Examples may include 
dues, book fees, bake sale, etc. but each fundraiser should be 
listed separately so that those funds can be tracked if needed. 

• Additionally, clubs may carry over funds and ideally would 
carry over enough funds to operate for the coming year should 
a fund raiser fail. However, clubs/affiliates should not carry 
over large amounts of funds (more than they would budget for a 
year’s expenses) unless they are working on a multi-year 
purchase that they have identified. 

This information must be submitted by January 31 in order to
remain a club.

Ohio 4-H Club Charter Check-list, Constitution & By-laws due by 
March 1.
All Ashtabula County 4-H Clubs must submit a charter check-list 
annually in order to be remain a club for the upcoming year and be 
permitted to use the 4-H Name and Emblem according to the 4-H 
National Headquarter guidelines. 

Charter criteria includes:
 ALL adult volunteers are approved through the Ohio 4-H NEW 

Volunteer Selection Process prior to March 1.
• All approved volunteers must enroll online 

via https://v2.4honline.com by March 1. 
• In accordance with Ohio State University’s Activities & 

Programs with Minor Participants Policy, all OSU Extension 
Volunteers must complete training ANNUALLY in order to
remain an active volunteer by March 1 in-person or online.

 At least 5 youth members from 3 different families are enrolled (by 
MARCH 15) via 4-H Online. 

 A current constitution approved by Ohio 4-H is on file. All CLUBS 
MUST submit an updated Constitution and By-laws by March 1.

 Elected youth club officers under the guidance of volunteers.
 A club name approved by the Ashtabula County Extension Office.
 Maintaining the club EIN number and remaining in good standing 

with the IRS. THE OFFICE WILL BE FILING AGAIN ON BEHALF 
OF CLUBS AND AFFILIATES with approved Tax Exemption 
Authorization.

All forms can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/AshCo4-HInfo under 
Volunteer & Club Forms. 
Please be sure to have an updated copy of the Charter Checklist, 
Constitution and By-laws signed and turned in to the office by March 
1. 

Please email your documents to howard.577@osu.edu or drop them at 
the Office. 

4-H Club Paperwork Resources
• Ashtabula Co. 4-H 

https://ashtabula.osu.edu/pr
ogram-areas/4-h-youth-
development

• Ohio 4-H    https://ohio4h.org/
• Ohio 4-H Volunteer Resources

https://ohio4h.org/volunteers
• Volunteer Handbook: Revised! 

https://ohio4h.org/volunteerhan
dbook

• Officer Resources
https://ohio4h.org/officerresour
ces

• Cloverbud Resources 
https://ohio4h.org/cloverbudres
ources

• Ohio 4-H Animal Sciences 
https://ohio4h.org/animalscienc
es/

• Ohio 4-H Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/ohi
o4h/

• Ashtabula Co. 4-H Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/Ash
tabulaCounty4H/

Annual 4-H Volunteer Update

Saturday, January 18 at 9:30 a.m. 
@ OSU Extension and via Zoom

ALL CLUBS MUST HAVE at least 
one volunteer in attendance. No 
need to pre-register to attend in 

person.
Important program updates and 
fun resources will be shared and 

the Required Child Abuse 
Reporter training covered. 

Click here to register to attend via 
Zoom. This session will also be 

recorded. 5
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Visit go.osu.edu/ashtabulacalendar
for calendar updates and details. 

Important Dates & 
Upcoming Events 

Winter

January 18 9:30-11:00 a.m.
Annual 4-H Update 

January 18 – Market Animal 
Committee Reverse Raffle 

February 8 – Equine Boosters 
Reverse Raffle 

February 8 – 4-H Volunteer CPR/First 
Aid Training 

February 19 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
Discover 4-H Kick Off Event

March 2-8 – Ohio 4-H Week 

March 8 – Ohio 4-H Conference 

March 15 – Enrollment Due, Project 
Assistance Requests Due 

Ohio State University Extension
Ashtabula County 
39 Wall Street 
Jefferson, Ohio  44047 
Phone: (440) 576-9008 
https://ashtabula.osu.edu/

Office Hours 
M-Th 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Closed Daily Noon-1:00 p.m. 
Friday by appointment

CFAES provides research and related educational programs 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 
information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible 
format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 6

Spring

April 4 – County 4-H Conference, 
Quality Assurance

May 9 – AG Day 

May 10 – Toby Trot 5K & Fun Run 
at Camp Whitewood  

May 22 – Quality Assurance

** see project guidelines for project 
specific details and deadline.  

Summer
June 7 – State Fair Tryouts 

June 14 – Animal Clinics, Mastering 
the Market Sale 

June 22-27 
Ashtabula Co. 4-H Camp at Camp 

Whitewood

June 25 – Cloverbud Camp at Camp 
Whitewood

July 12 – Super Saturday Project 
Evaluation

8:30-Noon General, Sewing & 
Cooking

9:00-11:00 a.m. Equine
10:00 a.m. Dairy & Cheese

10:00 a.m. Dog
Animal Projects – To Be Determined. 

August 5-10
Ashtabula County Fair

2024 Outstanding 4-H Volunteer 
Ellen Darby, Hall of Fame 

Inductee Bekki Smith & 2024 Fair 
Queen Bridget Darby 
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