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Hello Northeast Ohio Counties!

There are signs that Spring is around the corner, I 
saw a few robins this week as well as some daffodils 
poking up. It’s been said it must snow three times on 
the daffodils before spring comes, it’s already 
happened once and looks like it will snow again by 
the end of this week. 

This Saturday is the 69th Annual Ashtabula County 
Dairy Banquet. If you would like to attend, tickets are 
still available for purchase at the Ashtabula Extension 
Office. 

Finally if you or anyone you know is interested in 
joining the Ashtabula County Master Gardeners 
please contact me for an application.

Have a good week and stay safe!
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Ohio Agricultural Law Blog -- The Legal Challenges to 
the Lake Erie Bill of Rights Begin 
By: Evin Bachelor, Law Fellow, Agricultural and Resource Law Program 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-03122019-404pm/ohio-agricultural-law-blog-
legal-challenges-lake-erie-bill-rights-begin  
 
Toledo’s Lake Erie Bill of Rights (LEBOR) has been in the headlines a lot lately, and 
certainly on the minds of farmers in the Lake Erie watershed.  So far, the Ag Law Blog 
has focused attention on what LEBOR is, why it was on the ballot, and what types of 
defenses agricultural producers can raise if sued.  Because voters approved the ballot 
measure, the focus now shifts to how LEBOR will be treated in the courts. 
 
On February 26th, Toledo held a special election, with one of the ballot questions being 
whether to amend the City of Toledo’s charter to adopt LEBOR.  While less than 9 
percent of Toledo’s registered voters cast a ballot, the majority of those who did voted in 
favor of amending the city’s charter to include LEBOR.  
 
On February 27th, the Drewes Farm Partnership filed a complaint and initiated a lawsuit 
in federal court against the City of Toledo.  Family owned and operated, this Wood 
County based grain farm operates wholly within the Lake Erie watershed.  Drewes Farm 
utilizes both manure and commercial fertilizers, and states in its complaint that it follows 
industry best practices, scientific recommendations, and all legal requirements such as 
keeping records and not applying fertilizer on snow covered ground.  Two of the family 
members obtained Fertilizer Applicator Certificates, and the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture certified the farm under its Ohio Agricultural Stewardship Verification 
Program. 
 
The complaint specifically alleges violations of Drewes Farm’s rights under the First 
Amendment, Equal Protection Clause, and Due Process Clauses of both the Fifth and 
Fourteenth Amendments.  Further, the complaint argues that LEBOR exceeds the City 
of Toledo’s authority by intruding on state and federal powers by attempting to meddle 
with international relations, invalidate state and federal permits, invalidate state law, 
alter the rights of corporations, and create new causes of action in state courts.  Drewes 
Farm requests that the court 1) grant it a preliminary and permanent injunction to 
prevent LEBOR’s enforcement, 2) invalidate LEBOR, and 3) grant the plaintiff an award 
for costs and fees. 
 
The following day, Drewes Farm filed a motion for a preliminary injunction.  Parties use 
preliminary injunctions as a way to enforce the status quo and prevent the other parties 
from acting in a way that would cause further harm.  If granted, the preliminary 
injunction would prevent the enforcement of LEBOR against the Drewes Farm 
Partnership during the course of the litigation.  At the end of the case, there would be a 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-03122019-404pm/ohio-agricultural-law-blog-legal-challenges-lake-erie-bill-rights-begin
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-03122019-404pm/ohio-agricultural-law-blog-legal-challenges-lake-erie-bill-rights-begin
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/mon-02112019-507pm/ohio-agricultural-law-blog-weeds-taking-closer-look-lake-erie-bill-rights
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/fri-02082019-511pm/ohio-agricultural-law-blog-lake-erie-bill-rights-issue-go-toledo-voters
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/sun-02242019-606pm/ohio-agricultural-law-blog-legal-defenses-agricultural-production-activities
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/sun-02242019-606pm/ohio-agricultural-law-blog-legal-defenses-agricultural-production-activities
http://www.livevoterturnout.com/Lucas/LiveResults/en/Index_4.html
http://www.livevoterturnout.com/Lucas/LiveResults/en/Index_4.html
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-library/2019.03.11%20-%20Drewes%20Farm%20Partnership%20Complaint.pdf
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/sites/aglaw/files/site-library/2019.03.11%20-%20Drewes%20Farm%20Partnership%20Motion%20for%20Preliminary%20Injunction.pdf
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determination of whether Drewes Farm should receive a permanent injunction, which 
would prevent LEBOR from being enforced against it after the case has ended. 
 
The party who brings the motion must argue and prove four elements in order for the 
court to grant the motion for a preliminary injunction: 
 
First, that the movant has a likelihood of success on the merits, meaning that it is likely 
that the movant will win the underlying case.  Drewes Farm’s motion examines each of 
the grounds that it believes violates its constitutional rights and state and federal 
law.  Drewes Farm argues that it can win on each of the dozen grounds it examines, 
and that it need only show a likelihood of success on one ground to satisfy this element. 
 
Second, that the movant could suffer irreparable harm without a preliminary injunction, 
meaning that without a preliminary injunction, the other party may take action to harm 
the movant in a way that it will not be able to recover.  Here, Drewes Farm cites court 
cases explaining that the loss of one’s constitutional rights for any amount of time 
constitutes irreparable harm, and that a likelihood of success also demonstrates 
irreparable harm. 
 
Third, that the issuance of an injunction will not cause greater harm.  This element 
balances the previous element to see whether the injunction is fair.  Where the second 
element looks at the harm to the movant, the third element looks at whether a 
preliminary injunction will harm others.  Here, Drewes Farm argues that others will not 
be harmed by the granting of a preliminary injunction because it will merely allow the 
farm to continue operating as required under the law and its permits using best 
practices.  Further, Drewes Farm mentions that the other farms in the watershed will 
actually experience a benefit from the prevention of LEBOR’s enforcement. 
 
Fourth, that the issuance of a preliminary injunction would serve the public 
interest.  Here, Drewes Farm cites additional court cases explaining that the 
enforcement of constitutional rights is inherently in the public interest.  Further, it argues 
that the State of Ohio holds its portion of Lake Erie in trust “for all Ohio citizens, not just 
those residing in a single municipality.” 
 
If the court is satisfied that Drewes Farm has established each of the four elements, it 
may grant a preliminary injunction. 
 
At this time, the City of Toledo has not filed any responses to the complaint or motion; 
however, procedural rules require it to respond in a timely manner.  Because it has not 
filed anything with the court, it is unclear how the City of Toledo intends to defend or 
respond.  However, since enforcement of LEBOR had not been commenced against the 
Drewes Farm Partnership, it is possible that Toledo will challenge the plaintiff’s standing 
to sue at the present time. 
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The case is cited in court records as Drewes Farm Partnership v. City of Toledo, Ohio, 
3:19-cv-00343 (N.D. Ohio).  Stay tuned to the Ag Law Blog for updates about the case. 
 
U.S. Cattle Inventory Growth Slows 
By: Josh Maples 
Source: http://u.osu.edu/beef/2019/03/13/u-s-cattle-inventory-growth-slows/  
 
The USDA Cattle report was released last week and it showed an estimated 0.5 percent 
growth in all cattle and calves for a total of 94.8 million head in the U.S. on January 1, 
2019. The U.S. calf crop estimate of 36.4 million head showed 644,500 (1.8%) more 
calves were born in 2018 than in 2017 which marked the fourth consecutive year of calf 
crop increases. This report was mostly the expected mix of slight growth and hints of 
lower growth in the future. A larger calf crop in 2018 implies beef production will again 
be higher in 2019 and likely into 2020 but the cow and heifer numbers point toward 
smaller increases in calf crops in the future. 
 
The inventory of beef cows was 31.8 million head which was up about one percent. 
However, the number of beef replacement heifers was down 3 percent from January 1, 
2018 at 5.9 million head. This left beef replacement heifers at 18.7 percent of the total 
beef cow herd which is the lowest level since 2013, but still above herd contraction 
levels. Only 4 of the top 25 states showed year-over-year increases in the number of 
heifers for beef replacement. It is likely that we are near the end of the herd growth 
phase of the cattle cycle though it is worth noting there is not yet clear evidence of 
entering a contraction phase as calf prices remain at profitable levels. A shift higher in 
prices could push more expansion while lower prices in 2019 could lead to contraction. 
 
A look at the state-level estimates shows the majority of growth in the beef cow herd 
can be attributed to three states: Texas (+135,000), South Dakota (+67,000), and 
Oklahoma (+62,000). Combined, these three states saw beef cow herd growth of 
264,000 head and were major contributors to the U.S. beef cow herd growth of 299,500 
head. One difference between these three states is that South Dakota and Oklahoma 
have surpassed their 2010 beef cow inventory levels while Texas is about 485,000 head 
lower. Texas (-9.4%), Montana (-1.2%) and Kentucky (-5%) are the only states in the 
top 10 of beef cow inventory with lower cow herds than in 2010. 
 
These inventory responses generally align with market performance over the past two 
years: prices have been strong enough for nearly flat or slow expansion but not high 
enough for the rapid expansion seen just a few years ago. We are not yet talking about 
herd contraction, but we are unlikely to see large calf crop increases the next few years 
without a large and sustained price rally. 

http://u.osu.edu/beef/2019/03/13/u-s-cattle-inventory-growth-slows/
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Excessive phosphate fertilizer use can reduce 
microbial functions critical to crop health 
By: American Phytopathological Society 
Source: https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/03/190318132659.htm  
 
Phosphorus is crucial for plant growth -- with it, plants can acquire, transfer, and store 
the energy that helps them flourish in full health. Without it, plants flounder: they're 
stunted, discolored, and produce low yields. For this reason, farmers and gardeners 
often apply phosphate fertilizers (P-fertilizer) to increase the amount of phosphorus in 
their soil. However, a recent study finds that excessive P-fertilizer may actually hurt the 
plants it is trying to help by altering the composition and function of the microbes in the 
soil. 
 
In a study published in the fully open access Phytobiomes Journal, a team of scientists 
led by Drs Terrence Bell and Jenny Kao-Kniffin at Penn State University set out to 
determine if nutrient history changed the function of soil microorganisms -- that is, could 
multiple generations of nutrient application and microbial transfer separate the impacts 
of nutrients and soil microorganisms on crop health. The answer seems to be yes, and 
that soil treated with high amounts of phosphate can result in poorer plant performance, 
but even more intriguing, it appears that the soil microorganisms from this conditioned 
soil can negatively impact plant yield. 
 
To arrive at this conclusion, the team grew four generations of alfalfa (Medicago sativa) 
in soil with different concentrations of P-fertilizer (low to high), and after each 
generation, a small amount of soil, including soil-borne microorganisms, from pots 
containing the top-growing plants was transferred to the next generation. They then 
applied the microorganisms selected under each nutrient condition to all other nutrient 
conditions to determine whether nutrient history changed the function of soil 
microorganisms, even when a particular nutrient amendment (e.g. high inorganic P-
fertilizer) was no longer applied. 
 
The team found that alfalfa plants grown in soil treated with high levels of inorganic P-
fertilizer, or with the microbes from this treatment but in low P-fertilizer, performed worse 
than alfalfa plants grown in soil treated with lower or no levels of P-fertilizer. Using high-
throughput DNA sequencing, they saw that the composition of microorganisms grown 
under high inorganic P was distinct from other treatments. 
 
These findings require additional study, but for now they suggest that excessive P-
fertilizer could have lasting negative effects on crop productivity by reducing the 
microorganisms (or how they function) that are critical to crop health. 
 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/03/190318132659.htm
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Soybean Cyst Nematode Samples – Spring is still a 
good time! 
By: Anne Dorrance 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-06/soybean-cyst-
nematode-samples-%E2%80%93-spring-still-good-time  
 
Lots of news about Soybean cyst nematode 
at Commodity Classic a couple of weeks 
ago. We have continued support to run 
assays and education sessions for farmers 
throughout the region to be able to answer 
“What’s your number?”  There are fields 
throughout the Midwest, where not only are 
SCN numbers creeping up to economic 
levels but also the reproduction factor, 
which is the ability to reproduce on the one 
source of resistance (PI 88788) is also 
creeping up.  The good news is that 
adaptation to the PI 88788 type of 
resistance towards SCN in soybean is going to be slow – but it is happening in a couple 
of fields in Ohio where the number of cysts are up to 27% of the susceptible check.  
 
We received soil samples from 238 fields during 2018 – here is the breakdown. 
 

SCN Population Level Total fields %  of total 

None Detected 89 37.4 

Trace (40-200) 58 24.4 

Low (200-2000) 58 24.4 

Moderate (2000-5000) 22 9.2 

High (5000 +) 22 4.6 

Total 238   

 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-06/soybean-cyst-nematode-samples-%E2%80%93-spring-still-good-time
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-06/soybean-cyst-nematode-samples-%E2%80%93-spring-still-good-time
https://agcrops.osu.edu/sites/agcrops/files/newsletter_article/image/Soybean%20cysts.jpg
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The highest counts to date are approximately 15,000 eggs per 100 cc of soil. 
 
So here is the challenge – we are missing samples from some regions of Ohio and 
definitely could use some more soil samples from all counties.  Here is the breakdown 
by county. 
 

County 
# Fields 
sampled County 

# Fields 
sampled County 

# Fields 
sampled 

Allen 3 Highland 2 Portage 4 

Auglaize 7 Huron 5 Preble 1 

Champaign 3 Licking 2 Putnam 10 

Columbiana 1 Lucas 2 Ross 4 

Crawford 4 Madison 6 Sandusky 16 

Coshocton 2 Mahoning 1 Scioto 8 

Darke 7 Marion 17 Tuscarawas 1 

Defiance 17 Medina 2 Union 1 

Erie 2 Mercer 3 Van Wert 2 

Fayette 15 Miami 13 Wood 13 

Fulton 38 Muskingum 2 Wyandot 10 

Hancock 4 Paulding 5     

Hardin 3 Pickaway 2     
 
Once the samples are processed, those with >500 eggs per 100cc are then added to 
the pipeline to evaluate for which source of resistance is effective towards that 
population: PI 88788 or Peking.  This will help first, the farmer to know what type of 
seed to buy and second companies to make decisions on what type of SCN resistant 
trait to target for Ohio soils.  So help us have the best data set in the US by sampling 
today.  
 
How to sample – there are lots of you tube videos on this from my extension colleagues 
throughout the region, and Ohio State is no exception.  One of our former Ph.D. 
students, who earned his degree studying soybean cyst nematode produced this piece: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQgg-UPQdcs&feature=youtu.be 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQgg-UPQdcs&feature=youtu.be
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And here are my specific suggestions of where to sample to find SCN: 
 
1. Review the yield maps and target those areas of the field where yields were low and 
you can’t explain why.  No flooding or weed outbreak. 
 
2. Target fields with heavy purple dead nettle or other winter annuals that can SCN can 
reproduce on, especially during a warm winter. 
3. Target fields that are planted continuously to soybean or those where rotations are 
rare.  Don’t forget double crop situations in these fields.  For full season soybeans, we 
can have 3 to 4 life cycles per growing season depending on where your fields are in 
the state, with double crop soybean, there is time for at least 2 life cycles, thus almost 
negating the effect of planting a non-host, where the populations can drop by 50%. 
 
Members of the American soybean 
Association were sent sample bags 
last May.  And if you are like me, it is 
probably still on your desk, so please 
take a look for that.  If you are not a 
member, let your county educator 
know – we will be shipping bags to 
each county educator in the next 
few weeks.  
 
For more information- check out our 
SCN information at: 
 

• OSU soybean diseases: https://u.osu.edu/osusoybeandisease/ 
 

• https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/ 
 
SCN Coalition: https://www.thescncoalition.com/ 
 
Helping farmers know their bottom line 
By: Dianne Shoemaker 
Source: https://agnr.osu.edu/news/helping-farmers-know-their-bottom-line  
 
LOUISVILLE, Ohio—In this rural town, a short drive from Canton, Ohio, Mark Thomas 
had been running a 400-cow dairy farm for years. 
 
That, plus row-cropping 2,000 acres, kept him outside, where he wanted to be most 
days. But the number-crunching side of his job—tabulating production costs, losses, 
and inventory—never thrilled him. He and his wife, Chris, made money, sure. They paid 
their taxes on time, always. But for a while, they weren’t able to keep as close a watch 

https://u.osu.edu/osusoybeandisease/
https://u.osu.edu/osusoybeandisease/
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/
https://cropprotectionnetwork.org/
https://www.thescncoalition.com/
https://agnr.osu.edu/news/helping-farmers-know-their-bottom-line


Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
  Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 
 
 
 
 

8 

on their production costs as they could have. And though profits for milk have dipped in 
recent years, they kept on milking. 
 
Last year, they stopped. Selling off their herd of Holsteins, they switched to raising 
heifers while continuing with cultivating corn, soybeans, and wheat. While it was tough 
to watch the milking cows leave their barn for good, the Thomases had the financial 
projections and analysis to show that it was likely the right move. 
 
They used information from several years of analysis done through the Ohio Farm 
Business Analysis and Benchmarking Program in The Ohio State University College of 
Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences (CFAES). Partly funded by a grant from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the program assesses the financial health of a farm 
operation and generates reports that compare the operation to other comparable Ohio 
farms. 
 
A decade ago when the Thomases first participated in the program, they had to dredge 
up a lot of receipts, bank statements, and loan information from a couple of years 
earlier. 
 
“I’ve said before that I’d rather go through a colonoscopy or a tonsillectomy without 
anesthesia than go through that again, but we were a whole lot better as a result,” Mark 
Thomas quipped. 
 
Since he first participated in the program in 2009, Thomas has been able to make 
informed decisions that put his business on a better track, the shift to raising heifers 
being the most recent decision. 
 
At a time when national farm income is down, on average, and uncertainty abounds 
about how tariffs might affect foreign demand for corn and especially soybeans, it is 
invaluable for Ohio farmers to know their production costs in every part of their 
business. The business analysis program is designed to help Ohio farmers achieve 
financial success. Helping farmers in this way is one of the main reasons land-grant 
institutions such as Ohio State were created. 
 
This week, Ohio Agriculture Week, March 10–16, which corresponds with National 
Agriculture Week, is a time to acknowledge farmers’ contributions. The state is home to 
75,462 farms, and 83,491 people work in Ohio’s production agriculture sector, 
according to the most recent data from USDA and CFAES reports. The Ohio Farm 
Business Analysis and Benchmarking Program is just one of many programs to assist 
the state’s farmers so that they can continue pursuing, and making a sufficient profit in, 
what they’re most passionate about. 
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“We don’t always have good news for the farmer,” said Dianne Shoemaker, a dairy 
specialist with Ohio State University Extension, the outreach arm of CFAES, and 
manager of the business analysis program. “But the benefits a farm receives from doing 
an analysis each year include seeing what is going well and identifying issues that need 
to be addressed in a timely manner.” 
 
Most farmers do cash-based recordkeeping, tracking money coming in and going out, 
so they might not separate out the contributions and expenses of each individual 
venture—such as livestock, dairy, or crop enterprises, Shoemaker said. The accrual 
adjustments used in the business analysis program take into account inventory changes 
and income and expenses when they occur, regardless of when the cash is exchanged. 
 
More often than not, farmers juggle multiple ventures: raising crops and (possibly) 
livestock, selling seed, and/or running a pick-your-own produce business. Keeping track 
of exactly what each of those enterprises is adding to—or taking away from—the 
business is critical, Shoemaker said. 
 
“It helps farms identify where they’re making money and where they have opportunities 
to improve,” Shoemaker said. 
 
Any business that participates works directly with a technician who helps the business 
collect the necessary information and generates the farm analysis. In addition to 
providing the relevant reports, Shoemaker and the technicians work with the farm’s 
business owners to interpret and apply the results they see. 
 
Getting a report that compares a farm or enterprise to comparable farm businesses can 
enable a farmer to know whether he or she could or should take a different approach to 
become more profitable. 
 
“Sometimes farmers have to decide to discontinue an enterprise or sell a farm business, 
which is always sad, but they are able to make the decision with full information,” 
Shoemaker said. 
 
The Thomases knew their milk production business wasn’t doing well. At first, they 
changed what they fed the cows to produce milk that was higher in fat and protein, milk 
that earned them more. Later, even that wasn’t enough. So, the Thomases decided to 
sell off their herd in June 2018 when they suspected it would be a good time. 
 
“Then,” Mark Thomas said, “there was a solid market for the cows.” 
 
For more information about the Farm Business Analysis and Benchmarking Program, 
visitfarmprofitability.osu.edu or email Shoemaker atshoemaker.3@osu.edu. 
 

mailto:atshoemaker.3@osu.edu
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Late season rains impacted seed quality 
By: Anne Dorrance, and Felipe F. Sartori, Ohio State Department of Plant Pathology 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-06/late-season-rains-
impacted-seed-quality  
 
Lots of calls and samples concerning seed quality 
(Figure 1) and I’ve also heard about the rejections at 
the elevators.  I was in Florida a couple of weeks ago 
with my colleagues (soybean pathologists) from across 
the country and Ontario, Canada and we are not 
alone.  We were not the only state whose soybeans 
had plentiful rains through and after grain fill with some 
still in the field! 

 
 
What is causing all of the low 
germination? From the samples we have 
received, we are culturing the expected seed 
borne pathogens:  Phomopsis, Diaporthe, 
Fusarium, and Cercospora spp. (Figure 2, 3)  
All of these will affect seed and seedling 
health if the seed is not treated with a 
fungicide that can control true fungi.  
 
 
 
 

What types of fungicides are there? On the seed, 
there are materials to control the watermolds 
(Pythium and Phytophthora), insects, SCN, and the 
true fungi Phomopsis and Fusarium.  There is one 
seed treatment which only targets the SDS pathogen, 
Fusarium viruguliforme.  Refer to the fungicide seed 
treatment table 
https://u.osu.edu/osusoybeandisease/management/  
 
Is it worth treating the seed?  In the old days, the recommendations were if you has a 
batch of seed that was less than 70% germination, that it should not be used the next 
year.  Based on the samples we received, the infections were mostly on the outside of 
the seed and the seed germinated before it was colonized by the fungus.  Seed 
treatments greatly improved germination and health of the seedling by as much as 40 to 
50%.  We have stored the seed under very dry conditions, to inhibit any additional 
colonization of the seed, so that has helped.  With seed of some varieties going to be 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-06/late-season-rains-impacted-seed-quality
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2019-06/late-season-rains-impacted-seed-quality
https://u.osu.edu/osusoybeandisease/management/
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limited, and the seed treatments are working, we may have some room here if needed, 
but only the best soybeans should be used for seed. 
 
Which fungicide seed treatment was most effective? There are several fungicide active 
ingredients that are effective towards Phomopsis and Fusarium seed decay: fludioxonil, 
fluzapyroxad, ipconazole, PCNB, penflufen, prothioconazole, pyraclostrobin, sedaxane, 
and thiabendazole (TBZ). Thank you to Syngenta Crop Protection and Valent, we were 
able to evaluate a couple of these compounds on some poor quality seed. Fungicide 
seed treatments (rate per cwt) that we evaluated were: 1) nontreated control; 2) 
thiabendazole 0.08; 3) thiabendazole at 0.16; 4) fludioxonil 0.08; 5) fludioxonil 0.16;  
and 6) thiabendazole 0.08 plus fludioxonil 0.08. 
 
Interestingly, fludioxonil was not effective on one of the seed lots, as was ipconazole in 
another study (data not shown).  But the combination of fludioxonil plus thiabendazole 
provided the most consistent increase in germination over the nontreated across the 
seed lots. Bars with a letter that are same are not significantly different within each seed 
lot. The primary reason for these difference is that each seed lot was infected with a 
slightly different group of seed borne pathogens. 
 
Pick the best conditions to plant in 2019!  Soybean seed had a rough go of it at the 
end of the 2018 season and it will also have a rough go of it once it is planted.  Once it 
is cleaned and sorted, has the right fungicide seed treatment on it, use the best days to 
plant the seed.  As close to that May 1 day where soil temps (not air temps) are suitable 
and the rain that is forecast is reasonable, not an Ohio 4 to 5” dump like we’ve been 
getting.  My fingers are crossed, we have a decent planting season this year.. we are 
long overdue! 
 
Spring Botany School to be held on April 11th 1-5 p.m. 
 
Ashtabula County Ohio State University Extension along with The Ashtabula County 
Master Gardeners invite you to come learn at our Spring Botany School. The topic for 
the day is Plant Families: A Botanical Focus taught by Garrett Ormiston & Patricia 
Fox from the Botany Department at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. You will 
learn hands-on how to identify plants based on their shared botanical characteristics. 
Refreshments will be served and 4 CE’s for master gardeners will be given. We will be 
referring to "Botany in a Day: The Pattern Method of Plant Identification" by Thomas 
Elpel and using "Newcomb's Wildflower Guide" by Lawrence Newcomb. A few copies of 
each will be available for purchase. 
 
The cost is $15.00 (Checks payable to OSU Extension Ashtabula), it is asked that you 
register by April 9th. 
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More information or to sign up:  Please contact Andrew Holden at 
Holden.155@osu.edu or 440-576-9008. Please see flyer below or by visiting: 
https://ashtabula.osu.edu/sites/ashtabula/files/imce/Botany%20Flyer%201.pdf 
 
Press Release for Ashtabula County 2019 Plat Book  
 
Who owns Ashtabula County?  
Thousands of people have a piece of it, and they are listed in 
the new plat book published by the Ashtabula County 4-H and 
OSU Extension with Mapping Solutions. The 2019 book is 
available for purchase for $25.00 + tax at the County 
Extension Office located at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson. 
Premium wall maps are also available. For more information 
contact their office at (440) 576-9008.  
 
This 136-page spiral-bound book features township and range 
maps of Ashtabula County. These maps include the property 
boundaries for all rural parcels within the township, the name 
of the owner and the number of acres owned. Also, there is a 
handy landowner index for easy cross referencing. 
 
In this new edition, you will find information regarding the Ashtabula Extension and 4-H 
programs, a Watersheds Map, and a County Road Map with Road Index as well as 
Municipal Maps of Andover, Jefferson, Orwell, and North Kingsville. We have again 
included the Index of the Initialed Parcels for your easy reference. And, as an added 
bonus there is an explanation of the public land survey system. Mapping Solutions is 
the publisher.  
 
This information is valuable to anyone with a need to know who owns land in Ashtabula County. 
Prospective or adjoining property owners, hunters, foresters, timber and petroleum industry 
personnel, emergency services and many others would be interested in having a copy. 
 
Now available….2 digital versions of the Ashtabula County landowner maps. 
 

1. SmartMap for your smart phone or tablet. A SmartMap allows you to view 
your location on the map and track real-time movement with the device GPS, 
you can measure distances and areas as well as add points of interest, 
photos, position and label names to the map and much more. 
 

2. eBook for your tablet, laptop or PC. This is a digital version of the plat book. 
 
Visit mappingsolutionsGIS.com for these products. 
 

https://ashtabula.osu.edu/sites/ashtabula/files/imce/Botany%20Flyer%201.pdf
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68th Annual Ashtabula County Dairy Banquet to be 
held on Saturday, March 23rd  
 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Dairy Service Unit are pleased to announce 
the 68th Annual Dairy banquet will be held on Saturday, March 24, 2018 at the Jefferson 
Community Center located at 111 East Jefferson, Street in Jefferson, Ohio beginning 
promptly at 7 p.m. The banquet program will consist of the crowning of the 2018 Dairy 
Princess; the presentation of production and 4-H awards; and the election of two 
members to the Dairy Service Unit Board. 
 
Tickets are still available! 
They are $15 per person and can be purchased from Dairy Service Unit Board 
members; Joel Baldwin of Sheffield; Jason Brinker of Rock Creek; Lindsey Gray 
of New Lyme, Lisa Kalas of Jefferson; and from Andrew Holden at the Ashtabula 
County Extension office at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson. For more information about this 
program contact the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008. 
 
Trumbull County Farmer Lunch Series 
 
OSU Extension Trumbull County, Trumbull County Soil and Water Conservation District, 
and the NRCS have combined efforts to offer a farmer lunch seminar series that will 
cover a variety of topics relevant to NE Ohio. Each program will start with lunch at 
11:30A.M. sponsored by the Trumbull County Holstein Club followed by a 1-hour 
presentation. Cost for individual programs is $10/person.  
 
Tuesday, April 2, 2019 – Tillage Affects on Soil Health  

• Steve Culman, Assistant Professor, State Specialist in Soil Fertility 
• New tillage technologies are arriving each year, but are they hurting your 

soil health? Learn how tillage, and other practices can improve or hurt 
your soils health. CCA credits available. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
Ashtabula County Dairy Banquet  
March 23, 2019 - 7:00 P.M. 
 
March In Prune Out 
Geauga County – March 30, 2019 
 
 

 
Trumbull County Farmer Lunch 
April 4, 2019 – Tillage and Soil Health 
 
Spring Botany School 
Ashtabula County - April 11th, 2019 
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Lee Beers 

Trumbull County Extension Office 
520 West Main Street 
Cortland, OH 44410 
330-638-6783 
beers.66@osu.edu 
trumbull.osu.edu 
 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
 

Andrew Holden 

Ashtabula County Extension Office 
39 Wall Street 
Jefferson, OH 44047 
440-576-9008 
holden.155@osu.edu 
ashtabula.osu.edu 

 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity


69th Annual 
Ashtabula County 

Dairy Banquet 

Saturday, March 23, 2019 - 7:00 p.m. 
 at the 

Jefferson Community Center 
11 East Jefferson Street  
Jefferson, Ohio 44047  

Tickets Adults- $15.00 with Under 5 years old- Free 
Pre-sale tickets requested by March 19, 2019.   

Tickets can be purchased from Dairy Service Unit board members, Brad 
Parker of Orwell, Joel Baldwin of Sheffield; Jason Brinker of Rock Creek; 
Lindsey Zaebst of New Lyme; Lisa Kalas of Saybrook; and from Andrew 

Holden at the Ashtabula County Extension office at 39 Wall Street in 
Jefferson.  CALL 440-576-9008 for ticket purchases 



Meet

Ohio Department of 
Agriculture Director 

Dorothy Pelanda

Date: 

Time:

Location:

More Info: 

Director Pelanda is hosting meet and greets 
across the state and she wants to hear from 
you!

Meetings are offered in cooperation with 
your local Soil and Water Conservation 
District. 

Event details for this area are listed below. 
Please feel free to share this invitation.  



OHIO STATE UNIVERTISTY EXTENSION

ASHTABULA COUNTY

AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Master Gardener Volunteer Program

Ashtabula County Master Gardener Volunteer Training

Application Deadline is April 15th

Who are Ashtabula County Master Gardener Volunteers and what do we do?

We are the OSU Extension trained volunteers empowered to education others with timely 

research-based gardening information. Some of our projects include:

• Educational field trips to gardens and nurseries

• HELPline – Assist home gardeners with research-based answers to their questions

• Ag Day – Teaching all first grade students in the county about local agriculture

• D-Day Conneaut – Hosting a booth to teach the public about gardening during World War II

• Support for various learning gardens around the county including planting, maintenance and 

teaching

• Provide speakers and programs to interested community groups

• And many other activities that enrich the community and our own lives

How do you know if you'd make a good Ashtabula County Master Gardener Volunteer?

• Do you want to learn more about plants and gardening?

• Are you eager to participate in a practical and intensive training program?

• Do you enjoy sharing your knowledge with others?

• Do you have the time to attend training and serve your community as a volunteer educator?

If you answered “Yes” to these questions and would like to know more about the OSU 

Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Training, please e-mail Holden.155@osu.edu or 

call 440-576-9008.

The Master Gardener Volunteer training course consists of:

• A minimum of 50 hours of instruction. The training takes place on Wednesdays with one 

Thursday and one Saturday for a field trip to a production nursery and a vegetable farm.

• A required 50 hours of horticultural-related volunteer time within the first 12 months 

following training. This is required to become a certified Master Gardener Volunteer. This 

may include up to 10 hours of Continuing Education. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Contact Andrew Holden at: 440-576-9008

Find us on Facebook: Ashtabula County Master Gardeners

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to 

clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 

go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.

mailto:Holden.155@osu.edu?subject=Master%20Gardener%20Training%20Information%20


Cost:  $15.00 RSVP by April 9th 
Checks payable to OSU Extension Ashtabula

Details: Come learn hands-on about plant families and how to 

identify plants based on their shared botanical characteristics. 

Refreshments will be served and 4 CE’s for master gardeners will 

be given.

Books: We will be referring to "Botany in a Day: The Pattern 

Method of Plant Identification" by Thomas Elpel and using 

"Newcomb's Wildflower Guide" by Lawrence Newcomb.

A few copies of each will be available for purchase.

More information:  Please contact Andrew Holden at 

Holden.155@osu.edu or 440-576-9008

Ashtabula County

Extension Office

39 Wall Street, 

Jefferson, OH 44047

Downstairs Meeting 

Room

THURSDAY, APRIL 11th 1:00 – 5:00 P.M.

✁

Plant Families:

A Botanical Focus

Name: 

Address: 

Phone: Email:

Pay (please circle): AT DOOR / MAIL-IN

Please register by April 9th by sending in a completed form to the Ashtabula County Extension 

office at: 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047 Checks payable to OSU Extension Ashtabula

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 

nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. 

For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Co-Sponsored by the Ashtabula Co. Master Gardeners Ashtabula County

Agriculture and Natural Resources
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