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Hello,  Ashtabula  and  Trumbull  Counties!

It  is  amazing  how  fast  the  month  of  August  is  passing  us  
by.  It  looks  like  a  lot  more  2nd &  3rd cutting  hay  will  be  made  
this  week  and  due  to  our  high  accumulation  of  growing  
degree  days  it  appears  that  corn  silage  harvest  will  begin  
over  the  next  week.  We  recommend  that  farmers  stretch  
their  legs  and  walk  their  fields.    This  will  give  a  you  a  great  
chance  to  take  notes  on  the  weed  issues  you  have  in  each  
field  so  that  you  can  attack  them  next  year.    With  school  
back  in  session,  please  be  extra  careful  on  the  roads.    
Have  a  great  week  in  northeast  Ohio!

David  Marrison  
Extension  Educator  
Ag  &  Natural  Resources
Ashtabula  County

Lee  Beers
Extension  Educator  
Ag  &  Natural  Resources
Trumbull  County

Sclerotinia stem  rot  (white  mold)  on  NE  Trumbull  County  soybeans
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Late Season Diseases Are Making Their Appearance 

By Anne Dorrance, OSU Extension Plant Pathologist 
Source: http://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/late-season-diseases-are-making-their-appearance 
 
Sudden death syndrome.  I was scouting the sudden death syndrome study and symptoms have 

started.  And due to the calls I am getting it is also in some producer’s fields.  Sudden death syndrome (SDS) 
is a fungal disease of soybean and is limited to a few locations in Ohio.  Interestingly, these fields where SDS 
occurs in Ohio, also have high SCN populations.  These two culprits often appear together.  The fungus is now 
called Fusarium virguliforme and colonizes the tap root and roots so they turn dark in color.  After the rains last 
week, it may be possible to observe the signs of the pathogen on the tap roots, with the formation of pale blue 
to blue green conidia.  This fungus produces a toxin which is why the leaves have the irregular shaped yellow 
spots forming between the veins which turn necrotic and eventually cause early defoliation of the plants.  The 
internal tissue of the stem, the pith is white – compared to brown stem rot which is brown.  In SDS, the toxin 
moves up the plant not the fungus; whereas in Brown stem rot the fungus is actually colonizing and degrading 
the plant tissue. Severity of infection, timing of disease onset, SCN population numbers all contribute to the 
amount of yield loss that will occur.   
 
White mold or Sclerotinia stem rot.  First plants dying from Sclerotinia stem rot were reported last 

week.  Even with the dry weather during flowering, infection did occur.  As you recall we had many cool nights 
in early July and heavy dews, so my hunch is that contributed to the favorable environments.  Sclerotinia is 
another fungal pathogen that infects the old and dying flowers.  This fungus secretes an acid which degrades 
the tissue, sometimes appears water soaked on the stems and then the fungus just takes off, becomes very 
white and fluffy on the stems.  It will then form hard black – irregular shaped sclerotia which serve as the 
survival structures and can be easily moved around the farm on equipment. 
 
Diaporthe Stem canker.  This is one that we have not observed in Ohio very often.  Again this is a truck 

stopper as you drive by fields and see that the tops are dying back too early.  This fungus also infects plants at 
the third or fourth node and basically girdles the plants.  Infections occurred when the plants were in the early 

vegetative stages and has been “hanging out” waiting for the 
plant to move into the final growth stages.  The key difference 
between this and Phytophthora is that the plant will be green, no 
internal infection in the lower 3 nodes = whereas with 
Phytophthora stem rot on highly susceptible varieties, the plant is 
colonized from the base of the plant up the stem. 
 
Phytophthora stem rot.  I can’t leave this one out as there are 

some soybean varieties that do not have the full resistance 
package we need for Ohio fields.  After the rains over last 
weekend and off and on last week, stem rot is showing up in the 
field that were saturated.  Plants will turn yellow and wilt, leaves 
will cling to the plants as it is dying.  Again, on susceptible 
varieties, the chocolate brown canker will be moving up the stem. 
 
Variety selection is key to managing all of these late season 
diseases.  Begin to scout your fields, if you find one of these – 
make note of that variety and make sure to make a change.  Do 

not plant the same variety in the same field as you now know that you have inoculum in that field.  For 
Sclerotinia in particular, what amounts to a few scattered plants this year, can amount to a lot more down the 
road.  In all of field studies, where there is a resistant variety planted we are not observing the disease. Click 
here to see a summary PDF of late season soybean diseases. 
 
 
 
 

Sudden death syndrome caused by the 
fungus Fusarium virguliforme. Dr. Anne 

Dorrance, Dept. of Plant Pathology. 

http://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/late-season-diseases-are-making-their-appearance
http://agcrops.osu.edu/sites/agcrops/files/imce/newsletters/late%20season%20diseases%20aug%202016.pdf
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Farm Science Review Tickets Available 

OSU Extension is pleased to announce that Advance tickets for the Farm Science Review are available at all 
Ohio State University Extension county offices for $7.  This year’s Farm Science Review will be held at the 
Molly Caren Agricultural Center in London, Ohio on September 20-22, 2016.  Tickets are $10 at the gate; 
however presale tickets can be purchased at your local OSU Extension for $7 per ticket through Monday, 
September 19, 2016. Children 5 and under are admitted free.  The review hours are 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on 
September 20 & 21 and from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on September 22.  
 
Farm Science Review is known as Ohio’s premier agricultural event and typically draws more than 130,000 
farmers, growers, producers and agricultural enthusiasts from across the U.S. and Canada annually. 
Participants are able to peruse 4,000 product lines from roughly 620 commercial exhibitors and engage in over 
180 educational workshops, presentations and demonstrations delivered by experts from OSU Extension and 
the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center.  I am excited to check out the live streaming of an 
unmanned aerial system for real-time crop surveillance.  More information about the Farm Science Review is 
at http://fsr.osu.edu/ 
 
Northeast Ohio Agronomic Crops Report for August 22, 2016 

By Les Ober, CCA & Program Assistant for Geauga County 

 
As follow-up to last week’s article on the condition of the local corn crop following the recent drought conditions 
I am posting an article from Successful Farming (Agriculture.com). 
 
How Bad Could Corn Yields be In Drought-Stricken Ohio? 
By Jessie Scott, Reprint from Successful Farming @ Agriculture.com on 8/19/2016 
 
That’s a question that Peter Thomison with Ohio State University Extension has been trying to answer all 
summer. “If I had to guess prior to the rains, I was thinking a worst-case scenario from 130 to 150 bushels per 
acre,” he says. Thankfully, northern Ohio received rainfall late last week, bringing much needed precipitation to 
the drought-stricken area. Will it be enough to make a difference for the corn crop? To answer that question, 
you need to understand what Ohio farmers have been dealing with this summer. 
 
What’s the Situation? 
There’s been a great divide between southern and northern Ohio this summer. The southern portion of the 
state has been abnormally wet with rainfall 110% to 200% more than normal in the past 30 days, according to 
the National Weather Service. That equates to 1 to 8 inches more rain than southern, and in particular 
southwestern, Ohio typically receives during this time period.  In contrast, parts of northern Ohio have received 
only 50% to 90% of normal rainfall. “The deficit in many areas was 5 to 6 inches less than normal,” says 
Thomison. 
 
The reading from the drought monitor before the rain showed that 74% of the state was abnormally dry, 46% 
was in a moderate drought, and 15% of the state was in a severe drought. To put this into perspective, the last 
time 15% of the state was in a severe drought was back in 2012. The Ohio corn crop that year averaged 120 
bushels per acre.  The USDA crop progress report for that week showed that 19% of Ohio corn was in poor to 
very poor condition, 34% was fair, and 47% came in at good to excellent.  Then came the rains. 
 
Too Little Too Late? 
In the last week, rains brought 2 to 5 inches through the central portion of Ohio. The outskirts of that section, 
including the northeast and northwest corners and the southern half of the state, received less, ranging from .5 
to 2 inches.  The latest drought monitor reading, which came out yesterday and reflects conditions through 
Tuesday, shows an improvement. No counties remain in severe drought conditions, and the percentages 
dropped 5% for abnormally dry and 20% for moderate drought. 
 
However, the latest USDA crop progress numbers for Ohio corn did not improve. In fact, the poor to very poor 
percentage moved up 3% to 22% of the crop.  In an average year, Thomison believes the rains would have 

http://fsr.osu.edu/


 
Northeast Ohio Agriculture 3 OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

  Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 

been too late to provide much relief to the corn crop and improve the yield potential.  “In a normal year, the 
corn gets planted in late April to early May. With normal temperatures during the growing season, the corn crop 
is close to maturity at this time,” he explains. However, that wasn’t the case this year. 
 
“This year a lot of corn was planted in late May. That corn in the mid vegetative stages probably did benefit 
from the rains,” he adds. “The real question is whether the late rains will help some of the corn that isn’t as far 
along, and if it will be enough for the crop to cruise into maturity.”  That’s a hard one for him to get his hands 
around, he confesses. So he looks at three additional factors to help him get a handle on yields for this year. 
 
The first is the forecast for August. “The forecast right now shows warmer-than-normal temperatures for 
August,” says Thomison. The National Weather Service shows that the precipitation for the rest of the month 
will be about normal for Ohio. However, rainfall in the summer can vary greatly from town to town. 
 
“Even though we may get scattered rains, if we have high temperatures, that will hurt us,” says Thomison. “If 
we had moderate temperatures or cooler than average, that would be good.”  Thomison also looks at how this 
year compares to 2012. Remember, that was the year with the dismal 120-bushels-per-acre yield. 
 
“In 2012, we had prolonged periods of high temperatures,” he says. “This year we had the next worst thing: a 
lot of temperatures in the 90s without rain. However, the drought wasn’t as widespread, so I doubt the 
magnitude of the losses will be as great.”  In other words, yields should be better than 120 bushels per acre. 
 
This idea was reinforced by the Ohio Country Journal’s annual crop tour. The group broke down the yields 
geographically this year given the tough growing conditions in the northern area. Yields north of I-70 were 
predicted to be 134 bushels per acre and the south was much higher at 180 bushels. The overall state average 
came out to 148 bushels per acre. 
 
In the USDA’s most recent crop production report, which came out last Friday, the agency pegged the state 
average at 163 bushels per acre.  Thomison believes the USDA number is a bit too high and that the yields will 
most likely come out closer to those predicted on the crop tour.  “I would lean toward a lower number than the 
USDA,” he says. “Yield estimates come out early and can go down from there.” 
 
Agronomic Crops Progress Report 
 
Corn: Now entering the dough or R-4 stage of maturity. Corn will benefit some from recent rains but time of 
planting and stage of growth in relation to recent rains will determine just how good the crop will to the 
moisture. Yields will definitely be below the states estimated average recently put forth by the USDA. The big 
factor from now out will be if the plant can produce a normal test weight and makes black layer in a timely 
manner.  
 
Soybeans: soybeans definitely benefited from the recent rains. August is the month that makes or breaks a 
soybean crop. Right now the crop is at R-5 and In some fields R-6. At this stage under good conditions the 
plant will make and fill bean pods at the top of the plant. This could add up to 10bu. per acre to the yield. One 
of the big problems is weed escapes. These are weed issues that will have to be dealt with after the crop is 
harvested but weeds like Marestail have become a big problem on some farms.  Be on the lookout for pod 
feeding insects like Stinkbug.  
 
Top 7 Concerns of Young Farmers 

By: Betsy Freese  
Source: http://www.agriculture.com/news/top-7-concerns-of-young-farmers 
 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack hosted a roundtable of young and beginning farmers at Iowa State 
University on August 17. As the men and women shared their stories and concerns, several themes stuck 
out. Here are seven of the biggest challenges facing young and beginning farmers. 
 

http://www.agriculture.com/author/betsy-freese
http://www.agriculture.com/news/top-7-concerns-of-young-farmers
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1. Land is not available.  
All the young and beginning farmers expressed frustration with not being able to afford land – if you can even 
find it for sale. “Land accessibility is a challenge, and it’s not getting easier,” said Vilsack. “It’s extra difficult for 
young and beginning farmers to have access to land. Renting is one thing, but buying is another. You would 
have to hit the lottery if you wanted to do that.” Many beginning farmers start with livestock, and finding access 
to pasture is a problem since a lot of it was ripped up to plant corn during the most recent boom years. 
 
2. Landowners want to rent to large farmers.  
We need landowners to rent to smaller farmers and offer flexible leases or crop-share arrangements, said 
several farmers. Most landlords don’t want to mess with anything except cash-renting to large operators. 
 
3. CRP rates are too high.  
One young farmer lost 500 acres he’d been renting when a landowner put it into the Conservation Reserve 
Program for $350 an acre. The young farmer couldn’t compete with the government payment. He suggested 
that CRP rates be adjusted more frequently to keep up with changing cash rent rates. 
 
4. Weed control is a growing problem.  
When a farm goes into the wetlands program, the land is basically abandoned, and invasive weeds like Palmer 
Amaranth and thistles take over and spread to neighboring fields, said one farmer. There was discussion about 
mowing and other methods of weed control on CRP land, and Vilsack agreed more information needed to be 
shared with landowners. 
 

5. Not enough help from USDA.  
Several young farmers said their local USDA offices do not have enough staff to help them. Often, help was 
needed with government programs outside of corn and soybean production.  “The next time you are in the 
coffee shop and hear talk about less government, keep that in mind,” said Vilsack. “My budget is less than it 
was when I came in as Secretary. At the end of the day, it’s not realistic for me to tell you we are going to have 
more people to help.” 
 
6. Water quality improvements are expensive.  
We can’t make every improvement to the land and waterways recommended when we have limited budgets, 
said several young farmers at the roundtable. Vilsack’s response: “This state needs to make a major 
commitment to water. It’s been delayed far too long.” 
 
7. Not enough processing facilities for meat.  
One farmer who direct markets pork, beef, rabbits, poultry, and lamb had trouble finding a local meat 
processing facility that could meet the regulations required. Rabbits and poultry, especially, are unusual for 
most local lockers. Farmers are innovative, he said, but often run into bottlenecks down the chain.  Vilsack 
said, “We are aware of the processing issue and looking at it, but all it takes is one food-safety issue and we’re  
in trouble. It’s tough.”   
 
Vilsack said upcoming conversations about the next Farm Bill “will begin in earnest soon” and he hopes they 
will address some of these concerns from young farmers. Now is the time.  “We will see a significant shift in 
land ownership in the next 10 years.” 
 
2016 Ohio Wheat Performance Test 

By MW. Hankinson, J.D. Bethel, Clay Sneller, Laura Lindsey, Pierce Paul, David Lohnes 
Source: http://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/wheattrials/ 
 
The purpose of the Ohio Wheat Performance Test is to evaluate wheat varieties, blends, brands, and breeding 
lines for yield, grain quality and other important performance characteristics. This information gives wheat 
producers comparative information for selecting the varieties best suited for their production system and 
market. Varieties differ in yield potential, winter hardiness, maturity, standability, disease and insect resistance, 

http://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/wheattrials/
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and other agronomic characteristics. Selection should be based on performance from multiple test sites and 
years. 
 
Each entry was evaluated at five test sites using four replications per site in a randomized complete block 
design. Plots consisted of 7 rows, 7.5 inches apart and 40 feet long. Participating companies specified the 
seeding rate used for each of their varieties. Tests were planted within fourteen days after the fly-safe date and 
approximately 30 pounds of nitrogen was applied at planting followed by the addition of 80-100 pounds in early 
spring. Herbicides, insecticides, and fungicides were applied as needed. The following data were collected: 
 

 Yield is reported in bushels per acre at 13.5 percent moisture. 

 Test Weight is reported in lb/bushel averaged across all locations. 
 Seed Size is thousands of harvested seeds per pound (Ex: 15.5 = 15,500 seeds per lb.).  

 Percent Lodging is the percent of plants that lean more than 45 degrees from vertical. 

 Plant Height is the distance from the soil surface to the top of the heads. 

 Heading Date was the average calendar day of the year on which 50 percent of the heads were 

completely emerged. Average of Wood, Wayne, and Crawford locations. (Example: Day 136 = May 
15.) 

 Powdery Mildew (PM) Powdery mildew (caused by Blumaria graminis f. sp. tritici) was evaluated at 
Wooster when most varieties were past the flowering (Feekes growth stage 10.5.1) growth stage.  

 Fusarium Head Blight (FHB) Varieties were evaluated in an inoculated disease screening nursery at 

Wooster. FHB was rated as the percentage of spikelets diseased per plot (disease index). 
 Glume Blotch (SGB) and Leaf Blotch (SLB) Varieties were evaluated for Stagonospora leaf and glume 

blotch in an inoculated, irrigated disease screening nursery at Wooster. Both SLB and SGB severity 
were rated at about Feekes growth stage 11.3 as the average percent leaf and spike area diseased, 
respectively 

 Flour Yield is the percent flour yield from milled whole grain. 
 Flour Softness is the percent of fine-granular milled flour. Values higher than approximately 50 

indicate kernel textures that are appropriate for soft wheat. Generally, high values are more desirable. 
 

  
In fall 2015, wheat was planted at four out of the five locations within 10-days of the fly-free date. Wheat 
emergence at the Wood County location was delayed due to dry soil conditions. However, above average 
temperatures through December promoted early growth, and wheat entered dormancy in good to excellent 
condition. Above average temperatures in March accelerated green-up. In April and May, several areas in Ohio 

CULTURAL PRACTICES BY TEST SITE 

  1 2 3 4 5 

COUNTY WOOD CRAWFORD WAYNE DARKE PICKAWAY 

PREVIOUS CROP Soybean Soybean Soybean Soybean Soybean 

SOIL TYPE Hoytville Blount Canfield Crosby Miamian 

T ILLAGE Min T ill Min T ill Min T ill No-till Min T ill 

Fly-Free Date Sept. 23 Sept. 26 Sept. 26 Sept. 29 Oct. 1 

Plant Date Oct. 1 Oct. 5 Oct. 8 Oct. 6 Oct. 7 

SOIL pH 6.8 6.6 6.1 6.7 6.3 

Soil Test P (ppm) 49 74 46 82 54 

Soil Test K (ppm) 232 287 199 174 154 

FERTILIZER (N,P,K) 120-78-78 124-0-120 119-69-90 140-4-47 121-63-93 

Herbicides None None 
Harmony Extra SG 
Broclean 

None Harmony Extra SG 

Fungicides Prosaro Prosaro Prosaro Prosaro Caramba 

Insecticide None Warrior Warrior Tombstone Tombstone 

HARVEST DATE July 5 July 12 July 10 July 11 June 30 
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experienced freezing temperatures, but wheat survival was good. Overall, grain test weight averaged 58.4 
lb/bu (compared to an average test weight of 56.3 lb/bu in 2015). Grain yield averaged between 97 and 119 
bu/acre at the five locations.  
 
Results of the 2016 wheat performance test are presented in Tables 1-3. Entries in the data tables are 
arranged by seed source. A least significant difference (LSD) value can be used to determine if the 
performance of two varieties was statistically different. The yields of two varieties are expected to be 
significantly different 90 percent of the time if their yields differ by more than the reported LSD value. Flour 
yield and softness tests were performed by USDA-ARS Soft Wheat Quality 
Laboratory, at OARDC in Wooster, OH, Dr. Byung-Kee Baik, Director. 
 
Test results for the 73 soft red winter wheat varieties evaluated in 2016 are 
presented in Table 1. Tables 2 and 3 contain multi-year variety 
performance data. Depending on variety and test site, yields varied 
between 74.5 and 136.1 bushels per acre and test weight ranged from 
56.2 to 60.3 pounds per bushel. Yield differences between test sites were 
due primarily to the soil drainage, weather during the grain fill period & 
harvest, and disease level. Variety selection should be based on disease 
resistance, average yield across test sites and years (Tables 2 & 3), winter 
hardiness, test weight and standability. 
 
Table 4 contains susceptibility of winter wheat varieties to various 
diseases in Ohio. Particular emphasis should be placed on FHB as this is 
important in reducing vomitoxin in grain. Table 5 contains the company 
contact information and seed treatments used for each variety entered in the 2016 wheat performance test. 
Inclusion of varieties in the Ohio Wheat Performance Test does not constitute an endorsement of any variety 
by The Ohio State University, Ohio Agriculture Research and Development Center, or Ohio State University 
Extension. 
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Got Waterhemp? Find Out the Herbicide Resistance Characteristics Now 

By Mark Loux, OSU Extension Weed Specialist 
Source: http://ocj.com/2016/08/got-waterhemp-find-out-the-herbicide-resistance-
characteristics-now/ 
 
We have spent a lot of time educating and warning about Palmer amaranth, but 
while we were doing this, waterhemp has become a more widespread problem. 
Waterhemp is only a little less fun to deal with than Palmer amaranth, and has a 
tendency to fairly rapidly develop resistance to any new sites of action used 
repeatedly against it in POST treatments. 
Submitted questions and photos to confirm identification of this weed increased 
substantially this summer over previous years. Waterhemp infestations can be found 
around the state, with a concentration in west central Ohio. We assume all 
waterhemp populations are resistant to site 2 herbicides (ALS), but in our screening 
so far, not all populations are resistant to glyphosate. Populations in western Ohio 
tend to be glyphosate-resistant at this point, but populations in other parts of Ohio 
not necessarily so. Some populations that are glyphosate-resistant appear to have 
developed at least a low level of resistance to site 14 (PPO) herbicides as well. 

Wheat Test Locator Map 

 

http://ocj.com/2016/08/got-waterhemp-find-out-the-herbicide-resistance-characteristics-now/
http://ocj.com/2016/08/got-waterhemp-find-out-the-herbicide-resistance-characteristics-now/
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In areas of the Corn Belt further west where waterhemp has been the major glyphosate-resistant weed 
problem for some time, the evolution of multiple resistance is common. Recent surveys by the University of 
Illinois determined that approximately 60% of Illinois waterhemp populations were resistant to glyphosate and 
also to site 2 and 14 herbicides. Due to the tendency for waterhemp to evolve resistance to new sites of action 
used against it, the U of I recommends a strategy of not using a new site of action (usually PPO) until 
resistance to glyphosate has been confirmed. So in a field situation where a grower is unsure about resistance, 
they suggest applying glyphosate to small waterhemp plants, and then monitoring to determine if the 
population is responding. If there is no response, the next step is immediate application with a PPO inhibitor. 
The drawback here of course is that glyphosate-resistant waterhemp will continue to grow during this brief 
period of evaluation following glyphosate application, possibly reducing the effectiveness of the PPO herbicide.  
 
Waterhemp requires a combination of residual and POST herbicides, with the goal of applying POST 
herbicides to plants not more than six inches tall. In a number of Ohio fields with waterhemp that we know of, 
growers were either unaware they had waterhemp and inadvertently let it get far bigger than this, or were 
apparently still adhering to the “I’ll spray glyphosate whenever I get around to it — what, me worry” approach. 
Waterhemp produces a lot of seed and one or two years of this approach will guarantee the presence of 
waterhemp for years to come. 
 
It’s largely too late to provide much helpful guidance for this summer’s waterhemp control programs. What’s 
essential to accomplish still this year though, for future planning, is to figure out whether a waterhemp 
population is resistant to glyphosate and/or site 14 herbicides. Fortunately, there is a painless way to do this, 
through a service offered by the University of Illinois Plant Clinic. Link to the U of I newsletter article that 
provides the needed information at: 
http://web.extension.illinois.edu/plantclinic/downloads/WaterhempForm.pdf. 
 

In a nutshell, you collect five new leaves that have 
developed following an herbicide application, and 
send them to U of I via rapid delivery along with one 
sample submission form per sample. Cost is $50 
per sample, which includes screening for both 
glyphosate and site 14 herbicides. We highly 
recommend making this investment where 
resistance characteristics of a waterhemp 
population are unknown. This information will inform 
future decisions on herbicides for control of 
waterhemp, ensuring that appropriate herbicides 
are used and that the population does not develop 
resistance to site 14 herbicides as rapidly. The 

LibertyLink soybean system is, of course, another option for management of waterhemp, as well as Xtend and 
Enlist soybean systems whenever they become available. It should be noted that: 1) use of glufosinate, 
dicamba, or 2,4-D to help manage this weed does not change the approach, and these herbicides must be 
applied to small plants to control waterhemp; and 2) the assumption is that inappropriate and continued use of 
these herbicides would lead to the development of resistance to them. And in fact there are already some 
populations of waterhemp farther west with resistance to 2,4-D. 
 
New Palmer amaranth finds – we’re mowing down soybean fields folks 

By Mark Loux, OSU Extension Weed Specialist 
Source: http://u.osu.edu/osuweeds/ 
 
It’s been a “fun” couple weeks to be a weed scientist.  While on vacation we were getting calls about new 
Palmer amaranth finds and had to make the recommendation to mow down one field of soybeans in SW Ohio 
to prevent an even bigger mess next year.  Another field in that same area had enough plants to justify 
localized mowing where the plants were.  The initial introduction of Palmer appeared to be due to purchase of 

http://web.extension.illinois.edu/plantclinic/downloads/WaterhempForm.pdf
http://u.osu.edu/osuweeds/2016/08/18/new-palmer-amaranth-finds-were-mowing-down-soybean-fields-folks/
http://u.osu.edu/osuweeds/
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a combine from Georgia, which was used in several operations.  Early this week we visited several soybean 
fields in NE Ohio that had also been mowed down due to dense Palmer infestations after an OSU county 
educator talked to the growers.  A couple more fields nearby probably should have been mowed down as 
well.  Photos of some of the mowed and unmowed fields below.   
 
A central thing about Palmer amaranth has been reinforced through all of this.  The message that we got from 
our counterparts in the south several years ago when Palmer started to rear it’s ugly head here was – “you 
have to get across to growers that if seed production is not stopped when there are just a few plants, this weed 
will take over a field faster than any other weed they have dealt with.”  This is due to the extremely prolific seed 
production that can be well upwards of 200,000 seeds per plant.  And this was readily apparent for the fields 
that had to be mowed down.  We know that Palmer was in these fields last year, but apparently not at a level to 
raise concern.  And this year it’s essentially game over.  Be warned.  It’s also apparent that mowing of large 
plants with seedheads will usually have to be followed with some type of aggressive tillage that cuts up plants 
well so that they cannot recover and still produce seed.  We also observed plenty of new Palmer plants 
emerging still, and this season-long emergence is another trait that makes it so tough to manage.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When, Why, and How to Sell Timber! 

Presented by the ODNR Division of Forestry, Service Forestry Program 
 
ODNR Service Foresters John Kehn and Aaron Kash, covering Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Portage, 
Summit, and Trumbull Counties will be conducting a “Timber Harvesting” class on November 15th, 2016 at the 
OSU Extension Geauga County office, Patterson Center on the Burton fairgrounds, 14269 Claridon Troy Rd.  
Space is limited to the first 65 participants who register.  Consulting foresters and experienced landowners will 
also be present help lead this classroom discussion on all aspects of sustainable timber harvesting. 
 
The class will commence the Patterson Center basement at 6:00 PM and conclude at 9:00 PM on Tuesday, 
November 15th, 2016.  Coffee will be provided.  There is no cost to participate.  To register for this class please 
call 440-564-5883 from 8:00AM to 4:30PM Monday through Friday. 
 
Pasture Walk on September 1 

Miller Livestock Company will be hosting a Pasture Walk sponsored by the Lake to River Co-Op in 
coordination with OSU Extension on Thursday, September 1st, 2016 at 6pm.  Join us as owner Aaron Miller, 
and OSU Extension Educator Rory Lewandowski discuss raising livestock on pastures. Aaron has been a  
 
Aaron has been a grazier for nearly 20 years. He raises grass-fed beef and lamb, pastured pork and poultry on 
150 acres in Kinsman Ohio. Aaron has been a presenter at the Ohio Forage and Grasslands Council annual, 
PASA’s Farming for the Future and writes for the Graze magazine. Join Aaron Miller as he discusses the 
process of finishing beef on pasture.    
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Rory Lewandowski of OSU Extension Wayne County will be discussing pasture management for efficient 
livestock grazing. Weed management, rotational grazing, and other topics will be discussed at this event. Rory 
is an expert in pastures and forage quality, and you may have seen one of his many articles on the subject in 
the Farm and Dairy newspaper. He frequently speaks throughout the state on forage quality.  
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to learn from some of northeast Ohio’s most knowledgeable pasture/forage experts. 
To register for this FREE event, call OSU Extension Trumbull County at 330-638-6783 or email Lee Beers 
(beers.66@osu.edu).  

 
 
Chainsaw Safety Class in Trumbull County on September 10 

OSU Extension Trumbull County will be offering a chainsaw safety class on 
Saturday, September 10th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the Trumbull County Ag 
and Family Education Center in Cortland, OH. This class is designed to help you 
handle and operate your chainsaw safely when you are clearing out a fence row, 
cleaning up after a storm, or any other time that you may use your chainsaw. The 
class will begin inside with an overview of protective equipment designed to 
minimize injury before moving to basic saw maintenance. We will cover saw 
basics, how to perform a safety check, and how to keep your chain sharp. We will 
wrap up the morning with demonstrations outside to show proper tree felling and 
bucking techniques.  
 
Pre-registration is requested by September 7th, 2016. Cost for the class is $30/person and includes handouts, 
light refreshments, and additional materials. To register please complete the registration form and return to 
OSU Extension Trumbull County, 520 West Main St., Suite #1, Cortland, OH 44410. Please call 330-638-6783 
or email Lee Beers (beers.66@osu.edu) for more information. 
 
 
David’s Weekly News Column 

Hello, Ashtabula County!  I cannot believe that August is almost in the books!  Where has the summer gone?  
Was it just me or did the summer just zoom by?  It is getting darker earlier at night which 
can only mean that fall is right around the corner.  Today, I would like to provide a quick 
update on swine flu, share information about the Master Gardeners’ D-Day booth and 
remind farmers they can purchase their Farm Scien ce Review tickets from our office.  
Have a great week! 
 
My column last week discussed the Ashtabula County Fair and the many challenges for 
the youth in keeping their animals cool due to the extreme heat and humidity.  After my column was sent to 

mailto:beers.66@osu.edu)
mailto:beers.66@osu.edu)
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press, the Ashtabula County Ag Society released information about the preliminary confirmation of swine flu 
(Influenza A H3N2v) in 20 of the pigs that were exhibited at the Ashtabula County fair.  
 
At this point of time there have been no confirmed cases of swine flu in humans in Ashtabula County. If 4-H 
members, parents, and other individuals have flu-like symptoms they should visit their primary care physician 
for further evaluation.  If you would like a copy of the special newsletter I wrote on Influenza A H3N2v, just call 
the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008 and we will be glad to email or mail you a copy.  It has 
a lot of good answers for the typical questions about swine flu. 

 
Ashtabula County has a lot to be proud of and this past weekend’s D-Day Celebration in Conneaut was 
incredible.  Each year, the show gets bigger and better.  For a few years now, the Ashtabula County Masters 
have participated in the event by having a Victory Garden Display.  At their display the Master Gardeners were 
able to talk to thousands of attendees about how home grown gardening was so very important during World 
War II.   
 
I am so very proud of the display the Master Gardeners had at this event.  They shared a neat publication 
“Garden for Victory” which was written by Joseph Boyd and Victor Ries from The Ohio State University during 
the War.  This publication talks about growing a year’s food supply for your family from a victory garden.   
 
When I was a child it seemed like everyone I knew had a huge garden.  From these gardens, a lot of frozen 
and canned vegetables and sauces can be made.  I would love to see a resurgence of home gardens.    If you 
would like a copy of the Victory Garden publication, just call our office at 440-576-9008.  This war time 
publication is still full of useful advice for today’s gardener.  A copy can be yours for $2.00.  

 
OSU Extension is pleased to announce that Advance tickets for the Farm Science Review are available at all 
Ohio State University Extension county offices for $7.  This year’s Farm Science Review will be held at the 
Molly Caren Agricultural Center in London, Ohio on September 20-22, 2016.  Tickets are $10 at the gate; 
however presale tickets can be purchased at the Ashtabula County Extension office for $7 per ticket through 
Monday, September 19, 2016. Children 5 and under are admitted free.  The review hours are 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. on September 20 & 21 and from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on September 22.  
Farm Science Review is known as Ohio’s premier agricultural event and typically draws more than 130,000 
farmers, growers, producers and agricultural enthusiasts from across the U.S. and Canada annually. 
Participants are able to peruse 4,000 product lines from roughly 620 commercial exhibitors and engage in over 
180 educational workshops, presentations and demonstrations delivered by experts from OSU Extension and 
the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center.  I am excited to check out the live streaming of an 
unmanned aerial system for real-time crop surveillance.  More information about the Farm Science Review is 
at http://fsr.osu.edu/ 

 
I would like to end today’s column with some great food for thought from Joseph Franklin Rutherford who 
stated, “False riches, consisting of money, houses and lands, acquired by selfish means at cost to others and 
thereafter used selfishly, are almost always used for the oppression of other persons.”  Have a good and safe 
day! 

 

 
Garden Reflections by the Ashtabula County Master Gardeners 

By: Ashtabula County Master Gardeners 
 
The ruby throated hummingbird is the only hummingbird that breeds east of the Mississippi from Florida to 
Canada.  Luckily for us, it is a frequent visitor to hospitable backyards in Ashtabula County.  Archilochus 
colubris (its Latin name) has an emerald green back and crown with a grey and white "undercarriage."  Males 
have an iridescent red throat patch that makes them look like flying jewels.  
 
Their short wings are nearly black and connect only at the shoulder, which allows a rotation of nearly 180 
degrees. They can fly forward, backward and even hover, which is unique among birds. Their heart rate is 

http://fsr.osu.edu/
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about 1260 beats per minute and they take about 250 breaths a minute. Their feet are so very small that they 
have to hop along a branch, but they can scratch their heads and tails with those tiny feet. They sport a long 
straight or slightly down-curved beak and have a long extendable tongue with which they lap up nectar from 
flowers or feeders.   
 
They also consume small arthropods for a protein source, insects or spiders they find inside flowers or within 
spider webs or that they snatch up on the fly. The male is slightly smaller than the female.  They live in forest 
edges, open woods, parks, grasslands, gardens and yards. The female builds a nest on a slightly downward 
sloping branch 10 to 40 feet high in a tree, using bud scales with lichen on the 
outside, binding it with spider’s silk and lining it with thistle or dandelion down.  
 
She will lay two white eggs in her nest and brood the chicks for 12 to 14 days. 
She must feed them 1 to 3 times an hour, and at 18 to 22 days of age, the 
babies fly for the first time.  The female builds her nest alone and cares for her 
babies alone. These are solitary birds and not breeding pairs. The males will 
breed with other females. Males usually live for five years, and females for 
seven to nine.  
 
Predators are mostly other small fast birds such as sharp shinned hawks, 
merlins, kestrels, and kites.  Free ranging cats, however, can also shorten the 
life span of the little feathered jewels.  To attract these marvels to your yard, 
you should plant tube-shaped flowers in the flower garden. There is a slight 
preference for red, orange and bright pink flowers. These include perennials such as bee balms, columbines, 
daylilies, lupines and trumpet vines; biennials such as foxgloves and hollyhocks; and many annuals, including 
cleomes, impatiens, and petunias. 
 
You can also hang nectar feeders filled with a mixture of 1/4 cup table sugar dissolved in 1 cup water. While 
red parts on the feeder or red ribbons dangled nearby will draw attention to the feeder, there is no need for 
food coloring. Some websites strongly discourage adding anything other than sugar to the water. 
 
Plain feeders work well, but bee guards are nice to have. Aggressive wasps will keep birds away. Also, ants 
can be a problem, so ant traps are often built into the feeder but if not, an ant trap placed near the pole ahead 
of the feeder should eliminate those marauders.  Males defend their feeding territories and will put on quite a 
show in doing so. With successful breeding, you will have a large number of birds at the feeders towards the 
end of the summer and will need to refill them often.  
 
Change the nectar before it becomes cloudy. It will ferment quickly in the heat of the summer sun and turn into 
a toxic alcohol.   The birds migrate north from Central America, the West Indies or southern Mexico in mid-April 
to early May, with the males coming in first to establish a territory.  Some birds cross the Gulf in a single 20-
hour flight, some 900 miles!   
 
In order to make this trip, they fatten themselves up to almost double their normal weight, and when they have 
arrived, they have used up all their reserves!  That is why it is so important that you have feeders up each 
spring by Tax Day!  Hummingbirds head back to southern climes by September, at which point you'll need to 
take down their feeders, clean them well and store them for next spring.  A soft chirping at your window in April 
will announce their return next year! 

 
In 2016 the Ashtabula County Master Gardeners will be writing about plants and gardening techniques that you may want 
to consider. Creating a certified wildlife habitat, African violets and native plants are just a few of the subjects to be 
addressed.  The members of the group encourage you to send topics for our consideration to 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, 

Ohio 44047. 



 
Northeast Ohio Agriculture 12 OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

  Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 

 

 

 
 
David Marrison       Lee Beers 

Ashtabula County Extension Office    Trumbull County Extension Office 

39 Wall Street       520 West Main Street 

Jefferson, OH 44047      Cortland, OH 44410 

440-576-9008       330-638-6783 

marrison.2@osu.edu      beers.66@osu.edu 

ashtabula.osu.edu       trumbull.osu.edu 

 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity




Chainsaw  Safety  Class

Topics  Will  Include:
•Personal  Protective  Equipment
•Safety  Checklist  for  Safe  Sawing
•Chainsaw  Maintenance
•Safe  Tree  Felling  and  Bucking
•And  More   For  more information:

Lee  Beers  – Extension  Educator  Ag  &  Natural  Resources
330-638-6783 •  beers.66@osu.edu  • trumbull.osu.edu

Saturday  •  September  10,  2016  •  9am  – 12pm
Trumbull  County  Extension  Office

520  West  Main  Street
Cortland,  OH  44410

Name(s):

Phone  &  
Address:

Number  attending/amount  enclosed:

Email:

trumbull.osu.edu
CFAES  provides  research  and  related  educational  programs  to  clientele  on  a  

nondiscriminatory  basis.  For  more  information:  go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.

OHIO  STATE  UNIVERSITY  EXTENSION

This  chainsaw  safety  course  offered  by  OSU  Extension  
Trumbull  County  will  demonstrate  safe  chainsaw  
handling  and  operating  techniques  for  
home/landowners.  The  course  will  start  off  with  an  
overview  of  basic  safety  equipment  before  covering  
basic  chainsaw  maintenance  for  safe  use.  We  will  wrap  
up  with  a  live  demonstration  of  safe  tree  felling  and  
bucking  techniques.

Pre-registration  is  required  by  September  7,  2016.  Cost  for  the  Chainsaw  Safety  Class  is  $30/person.  
Please  complete  the  following  information  and  send  with  payment  to  OSU  Extension  Trumbull  County,  
520  West  Main  St.,  Suite  #1,  Cortland,  OH  44410.  We  will  be  outside  for  demonstrations,  so  please  
dress  appropriately.



Northeast Ohio “Snow Bird”  
Private Pesticide Applicator Re-Certification Session & 

Commercial Fertilizer Application Certification 
Thursday, November 17, 2016 

 at Trumbull County Extension Office, 520 West Main Street, Cortland, Ohio 44410 
 

Private Pesticide Recertification- Do you head south for the winter?  Does your Private Pesticide 
Applicator’s License expire on March 31, 2017?  If so, OSU Extension in Northeast Ohio has planned 
this session with you in mind!  Get your re-certification done early so you can stay in Florida 
longer!  This workshop will offer 3 credits for re-certification for CORE and All Categories    
(1-7). Private Pesticide Applicators from any county in Northeast Ohio are welcome to 
attend this session. This session will be held from 9:00 to 12:00 noon. 

 
Commercial Fertilizer Applicator Certification- A special afternoon session will be held from 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. for private pesticide applicators and area farmers who would like to 
complete their Commercial Fertilizer Application Certification.  Due to Ohio’s new 
legislation, any producer who applies commercial fertilizer to 50 or more acres must be 
certified by no later than September 30, 2017.  Attend this session to complete your 
certification.   
 
Additional private pesticide re-certification and commercial fertilizer certification sessions will be held in 
2017 on January 13 (Williamsfield), January 27 (Burton), and February 8 (Cortland). 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The registration fee is $35/per person for the morning private pesticide applicator re-certification.  There is no fee 
for the afternoon fertilizer certification session.  A lunch will be provided for those who are staying for the 
afternoon session for $10/person.  Pre-registration is required by November 8, 2016.  An additional late 
registration fee of $25 per person will be added for any registration received after November 8, 2016.  
Make checks payable to OSU Extension and mail to OSU Extension-Geauga County, PO Box 387, Burton, Ohio 
44021. More information can be obtained by calling the Geauga County Extension office 440-834-4656.   
 
Name________________________________  Pesticide Applicator Number______________ 

Address______________________________  Email address__________________________ 

City__________________________________  State____________ Zipcode_____________  

Phone Number_________________________  County________________________     

Check the Categories Needed for Re-certification __Core    __1   __2    __3   __4   __5   __6   __7 

Sessions I will be attending (check all that apply): 

Private Pesticide Applicator Re-Certification ($35 pre-registration)  $_____________ 

Lunch & Refreshments ($10 per person)      $_____________  

Commercial Fertilizer Applicator Certification ($0)    $_____________ 

Late Registration Fee ($25-if applicable)      $_____________ 

Total Fee Due          $_____________ 

 
 
 

 
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

CFAES provides research and related educational programs 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 

information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 



Map to Trumbull County Extension Office 
 

 
Trumbull County Extension Office 

520 West Main Street, Suite 1 
Cortland, Ohio 44410 

330-638-6783 
http://trumbull.osu.edu 
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