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Hello, Northeast Ohio Counties!

We are two days away from the Winter Solstice 
which means we will start adding more daylight! 
On behalf of entire staffs our Northeast Ohio 
Extension offices, we would like to wish you a 
very Merry Christmas and best wishes for a 
great 2018.  

We are busy putting together all of our 
programs together for this upcoming winter so if 
you have any feedback on speakers which you 
wish we would bring to our area, please let us 
know.  

David Marrison 
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Ashtabula County

Lee Beers
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Trumbull County

Photo courtesy 
of Manners 
Christmas Tree 
Farm
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Applications Being Taken for Ashtabula County Local 
Foods Coordinator 
 
OSU Extension in Ashtabula County is pleased to announce that applications are being 
accepted for a Local Foods Coordinator.  The coordinator will work for OSU Extension in 
enhancing the local food system in Ashtabula County and its surrounding area.  The goal of this 
position will be to help increase the capacity and viability of the northeast Ohio local foods 
sector. 
 
Among the coordinator’s main responsibilities will be to build capacity for the local foods system, 
raise community awareness through educational and promotional marketing, increase economic 
and community development in the local food arena and develop a model which can be 
replicated in other regions in Ohio.  
 
This two-year grant funded position was created in large part to the efforts of Dr. John Patterson 
who serves in the Ohio House of Representatives for District 99.  Through Dr. Patterson’s 
leadership, the Ohio State Legislature allocated money to Ohio State University Extension to 
fund a local foods pilot project for Ashtabula County.  The money for this position was allocated 
in the adoption of the 2017-2019 biennial state budget for OSU Extension. 
 
This position will be a 32 hours per week and will include some evening and weekend hours.  
The position will be housed at the Ashtabula County Extension office located in Jefferson, Ohio. 
Salary & benefits are commensurate with education and experience.  This position is grant 
funded. If funding is available beyond the two year term of the grant, the position may continue. 
 
All applications must be submitted on-line and will be accepted from December 18 through 
December 31, 2017.  For complete position description and online application instructions, 
please go to www.jobsatosu.com and search by Job Opening Number 434508.  To assure 
consideration, applications must be made by on-line by December 31, 2017.   
 
The Ohio State University is an equal opportunity employer.  All qualified applicants will receive 
consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation or 
identity, national origin, disability status, or protected veteran status.  
 
More information about this position can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension 
office at 440-576-9008 or by emailing David Marrison at marrison.2@osu.edu. 
 

2017 Farmer’s Tax Guides 
The 2017 version of the Farmer’s Tax Guide (Publication 225) has been released by the Internal 
Revenue Service and can be found at: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p225.pdf .  Copies are 
also available at the Ashtabula and Trumbull County Extension offices.   
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To Use Dicamba or Not To Use Dicamba… That is the 
Question!  
By: Les Ober CCA, OSU Extension Geauga County 

As crop farmers look back on 2017 they will remember the difficult start to the growing season 
followed by a somewhat dry period in late summer. They will also remember that the crops 
yields turned out a little better than thought. For the last several years, your OSU Extension 
Educators have been discussing weed resistance. It has been the hot topic of discussion in 
agronomy meetings across the state. With the efficacy of Roundup and many ALS Herbicides in 
decline, the problems with weed control have increased. Chemical manufactures have been 
offering solutions in the form of Dicamba (Banvel) and 2,4-D resistant soybeans that can 
withstand post-emergent applications of these two products.  Just about everyone waited in 
anticipation for the new release of the low-volatility Dicamba herbicides. Citing a recently 
published Penn State article, it was reported that of the 89 million acres of soybeans grown in 
the US during the 2017 season, 20 million acres were Roundup Ready to Extend or Dicamba 
Soybeans. In some areas, there was a 60% adoption of the new seed varieties. The acreage of 
this type of soybean is expected to increase dramatically as problems with Palmer Amaranth, 
Waterhemp and Marestail continue to grow, approaching 50 million acres in 2018.  In many 
areas of the country, it has reached the point of desperation in an attempt to control these 
weeds. Everyone is looking for a silver bullet similar to what Roundup offered 20 years ago. 
However, this time around, there may not be a silver bullet.  

 The Dicamba products are promoted as solutions to many weed problems when it comes to 
controlling resistant weeds. However, this year in many fields across the mid-west and in the 
south, the solution became the problem! The herbicide did not behave the way it was supposed 
to perform. No one could have predicted that the chemical would simply go airborne and move. 
Not only at the time of application, but hours and even days after the applications. This off-target 
movement of chemical, called volatility, is suspected in contributing to 3.5 million acres of 
damaged crops. Many fingers have been pointed at multiple reasons, while the blame for the 
problem has been spread far and wide.  The result is new and tighter regulations on the use of 
the product.   

Producers using the product need to read the label multiple times, making sure they are using 
the chemical in the proper manner and documenting everything that is required to be 
documented. One of new restrictions in 2018 is that the new Dicamba herbicides are now 
labeled a restricted use pesticide. That means that you need to be trained and certified to use 
the product. Many will think that the Restricted Use Pesticide license they currently have from 
ODA will cover them. Not so fast! You will be required to have a “special annual certificate of 
training” to properly use the product. OSU Extension will not be teaching this training process. 
You will have go to a special training session presented by the manufactures of the product. 
These classes will be announced at a later date by the manufacturing companies. Again, OSU 
Extension will not be conducting the training to use Dicamba products at their regular PAT 
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Recertification classes and your current ODA Pesticide license is not valid for the new Dicamba 
products.   

Below is a recent press release from OSU Weed Specialist Mark Loux and OSU Extension 
Legal Advisor Peggy Hall. Pay particular attention to Dr. Halls comment about liability if damage 
occurs. If you are caught without a license or not keeping the required records, you could be 
held liable for the damage to a neighboring field crop or sensitive crop should damage occur. 
The damage will need to be inspected and documented by the Ohio Department of Agriculture 
(ODA). Also be aware if you are on the receiving end of suspected Dicamba damage to your 
field or sensitive crop, possibly caused by a neighbor using dicamba, then you will need to call 
the ODA immediately so that the damage can be documented. Do not call OSU Extension 
because if it is a suspected dicamba drift case, we will refer you to the ODA. We will give you 
updates on certification classes and other developments when they are announced. 

The problem of weed resistance is real and the decision of what chemical to use is yours.  If you 
decide this is all too much to bear and you want out of the Dicamba Games, the winter Pesticide 
Applicator recertification training classes will definitely explore other useful options for controlling 
resistant weeds like Marestail. 

The Difficulty in Legally Applying Dicamba – Weather 
Factors 
By Mark Loux, OSU Weed Scientist 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2017-41/difficulty-legally-applying-
dicamba-–-weather-factors 
 
Labels for the dicamba products approved for use on Xtend soybeans, Engenia, FeXapan, and 
XtendiMax, were recently revised, and are now generally more restrictive in an effort to prevent 
some of the problems with off target injury that occurred in 2017.  Whether these additional 
restrictions do much to prevent volatility is doubtful, but this aside, one of the problems with 
labels this restrictive is the difficulty in even finding enough time to make legal applications.  It 
can be an interesting exercise to review past weather conditions with the goal of determining 
legal windows of application, taking these restrictions into account.  Weed scientists at Purdue 
University conducted this type of analysis for west central Indiana for June 2017, and came up 
with a total of 48 hours when it would have been legal to apply (hours of dawn to dusk, wind 
speeds between 3 and 10 mph).     
 
We conducted a similar analysis, used weather information for June of 2017 at the Dayton 
International Airport.  Assumptions in determining the legally sprayable hours for the month:   30 
days, 6 am to 7 pm, wind 3 to 10 mph.  Days with rain were considered to have no sprayable 
hours, along with those when rain occurred the next day, since it’s not legal to apply if rain is in 
the 24-hr forecast.  We did not take inversions into account since it could not be determined 
whether these occurred from the weather data, but we did some additional calculations just to 
show what happens if hours when temperature was above 85 were omitted (when spray droplet 
evaporation and volatility would be more likely).  We also ignored the fact that maximum wind 
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and wind gusts exceeded the hourly weather observations on almost all days, and this could 
further restrict applicators, depending upon how often they measured wind speed.  The 
spreadsheet with all of these figures is shown below.  Here’s how it shook out: 
 

- There was a total of 390 possible hours to apply, assuming that applicators are willing to 
work 13 hours a day every day of the month.  Taking into account the wind speed and 
rain forecast, there was a total of 77 hours when it would have been legal to apply the 
dicamba products.  Omitting any of these hours when temperature exceeded 85, number 
of sprayable hours declined to 70.   

- Disregarding the 85-degree limit, there was a total of 12 days with at least 2 legally 
sprayable hours, but only 8 days with more than 3 sprayable hours.    

- Days with legally sprayable hours were not evenly distributed throughout the month.  The 
second half of June was fairly windy apparently.  There were 9 days with at least 2 
sprayable hours between June 1 and 16, but only three days between June 17 and the 
end of the month.  And there was a total of only 11 sprayable hours in those three days 
after June 17. 

- We ran some some rough calculations on how much ground can be covered by an 
applicator running a 100 ft boom at 15 mph relative to the legally sprayable hours.   An 
applicator running at 15 mph with a 100 ft boom can in theory cover 181.8 acres per 
hour, which we rounded to 170 acres per hour factoring in some load and transport time 
(readers probably have a much better idea of the actual feasible number here then we 
do).  So an applicator could possibly apply dicamba to about 13,000 acres in those 77 
hours of legal spray time.  But in the second half of June when there were only 11 hours, 
the applicator could cover only 1870 acres. 

- The weather data can be mined for a couple of other interesting pieces of 
information.  First, in following the dicamba labels, it’s important to determine to which 
fields dicamba can be applied on a given day based on wind direction and the location of 
sensitive crops or areas.  The weather information from Dayton indicate that wind 
direction is frequently quite variable throughout the day, which makes this determination 
more complicated.  Looking at the 12 days with sprayable hours, the wind directon had 
variability of 90 degrees or less on 8 days, and more than this on the rest.  Assuming that 
the wind remained low enough to apply during a day, one would still have to continually 
assess what sensitive areas might be downwind based on changing wind direction.   

- One can also determine for those days with legally sprayable hours, whether the primary 
wind directions remain relatively unchanged over the next two days following 
application.  This can be important if the one assumes that dicamba could revolatilize 
over those following two days and move with prevailing winds.  In this case, for only 5 of 
the 12 days with sprayable hours did wind direction remain relatively the same over the 
following two days.  So for the other 7 days, if some revolatilization did occur subsequent 
to application, and the wind direction changed, the potential exists to injure crops that 
were not actually downwind from the treated field on the day of application.   

  
It’s probably possible to quibble with some of these figures depending upon what parameters for 
day length are used, etc, and what location is used for weather information.  But this does not 
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negate the overall message – managing dicamba applications will be complicated.  Just some 
food for thought as we move into another year of weed killing.  Safe holidays everyone. 

 
 
New Paper on Ag Practices Presented at Lake Erie 
Foundation Event 
By Tom Henry 
Source: http://www.toledoblade.com/local/2017/12/11/Agricultural-changes-could-positively-
impact-Lake-Erie-researchers-say.html 
 
A scientific paper written as a blueprint for addressing Lake Erie algae calls on the agricultural 
industry to focus more on injecting manure and other fertilizers three to five inches underground 
and limiting phosphorus applications to 50 parts per million or less. 
 
That’s a concentration the state of Ohio currently has as a limit for crop fields. But livestock 
operations are allowed to apply as much as 150 ppm, meaning the paper’s suggested limit 
could pose a challenge for some facilities. 
 
While still recognizing the value of other more traditional best management practices, such as 
windbreaks, buffer strips and cover crops, the research document claims Ohio could achieve its 
goal of reducing phosphorus loading into western Lake Erie by 40 percent if all farmers 
embraced those two simple concepts. 
 
The so-called “white paper” was presented to 60 people at a Lake Erie Foundation event inside 
Lakeside’s Wesley Lodge by Jeff Reutter, special adviser for Ohio Sea Grant and Ohio State 
University's Stone Laboratory. He said scientists have found soil at some animal farms across 
the state to be as high as 1,000 ppm and even 2,000 ppm. 
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“We can’t identify those fields now because of privacy laws and that’s unfortunate,” he said.  
Mr. Reutter told The Blade in a follow-up interview those unusually high concentrations are at 
“legacy fields” that preceded many of today’s operations, and are not indicative of modern 
practices. 
 
The paper raised questions about where the state could best put its attention: It found that 97 
percent of the acreage draining into the western Lake Erie watershed belongs to farms 50 acres 
or larger. Policymakers, therefore, might want to focus more on larger operations, Mr. Reutter 
said. The paper distills known data about the runoff issue into policy recommendations aimed at 
helping Ohio achieve its goal of reducing phosphorus loading into western Lake Erie 40 percent 
by 2025. Michigan and Ontario also have committed to that goal. 
 
Ohio Sen. Randy Gardner (R., Bowling Green) said he found four recommendations to be 
particularly useful. Those include application rates based on soil tests; the need for more 
fertilizer injection instead of surface application; more efforts to control erosion, and better ways 
to control drainage. 
 
He called the report “a game-changer.”  “We have our game plan now. Let’s execute it,” Mr. 
Gardner said.  One idea he liked was having local soil and water conservation districts 
promote “equipment-sharing” among farmers. Large, modern machines that inject manure 
beneath the surface cost about $250,000. 
 
Tim Brown, a former legislator now serving as Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of 
Governments president, said his agency will soon pair up with Ohio Northern University on a 
major project to promote wider use of drainage-control structures that can hold back water in 
drainage tiles. Their message will be how costs for those devices can be mitigated with better 

yields while helping to keep phosphorus out of 
Lake Erie. 
 
The Lake Erie Foundation is a nonprofit that 
promotes the lake’s economic and environmental 
health. Its members include business executives, 
educators, farmers, and fishermen, as well as 
environmentalists. 
 
“We're convinced if we don't address manure this 
problem is not going to be solved,” one of its board 
members, Matt Fisher, said.  
 
State Rep. Steve Arndt (R., Port Clinton) agreed 
concepts in the report must be embraced. 
“It is clear to me we have not made [enough] 
progress. Water quality is actually degrading,” Mr. 

Arndt said. 
 

An algae bloom from Lake Erie on Sept. 
21. 
THE BLADE/JEREMY WADSWORTH  
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Lake Erie-based tourism and recreation generates $14 billion a year for Ohio’s economy and 
supports 125,000 jobs, Larry Fletcher, Lake Erie Shores & Islands president, said.  Dave 
Spangler, Lake Erie Charter Boat Association vice president, said this year’s algae was so bad 
he didn’t run a single charter in October. One of his group’s charter boat captains reported a 40 
percent loss to his business this year, he said. 
 
“We are the largest charter fleet in North America. But we're losing ground rapidly. Our 
businesses cannot take these kind of hits,” Mr. Spangler said.  Julene Market, Miller Boat Line 
co-owner, said she is dismayed by the reactions of ferry customers when they see foamy water 
that resembles pea-green soup. 
 
“Inevitably, questions about safety arise. These questions, unfortunately, have become 
resounding year after year,” she said.  Also Monday, the Lake Erie Foundation announced it had 
received the largest donation in its history.  Tom Hanway and Keleen McDevitt, a Florida couple 
with a summer home in Vermilion, Ohio, put more than $1 million into a trust for use over 15 
years. 

 
How to Get More Out of your Pastures and Improve Water 
Quality 
By Bob Hendershot, Retired State Grassland Conservationist, NRCS 
Source: http://u.osu.edu/beef/2017/12/13/how-to-get-more-out-of-your-pastures-and-improve-
water-quality/ 
 
Improving your pasture management skills will grow more forage that will have higher quality 
that will better feed your livestock and make you more money. A better pasture 
should just keep getting better year after year including; improving the environment; improving 
the soil, water, air, plants, and animals as well as reducing your energy requirements. Healthy 
soils can grow healthy plants that can allow animals to grow quicker, stronger and healthier, 
which will reduce the cost of production. We will discuss ways to improve the water quality in the 
runoff from your grazing system; improve the soil fertility in your pasture; that will improve the 
pasture plant composition; and will help improve the health of your pastures. Good managers 
know how to measure the things that they can change that will have a positive impact on their 
production system. You cannot manage things that you do not measure. How many things have 
you be monitoring, measuring in your pastures? They can include things like weekly growth rate, 
production, plant composition, carrying capacity, stocking rate, and soil fertility. 
 
In addition, water quality has been a hot topic in Ohio Agriculture. The 4Rs of soil fertility and the 
effect on water quality should be familiar to all of us. The Right Source, Right Rate, Right Time, 
and Right Placement of fertilizer are not just a crop land issues. We should be looking at the 
same principles on our pasture and hay fields as well. It is also more than just fertilizer. Where is 
the manure from your grazing animals from this winter? We have control over the distribution of 
fertilizer and manure when we spread it with a fertilizer spreader or manure spreader. But when 
the animal is doing the spreading, do we control were those nutrients getting distributed by the 
grazing animal? We should and can if we are managing the grazing system. Farmers can 
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effectively manage soil fertility by understanding the functions of the plants and the animals 
living in and on the soil. Good grazing management helps distribute the nutrients by locating the 
water, mineral, and shade in different places so to discourage nutrient concentration. The 
shorter the grazing duration, the better the manure distribution. Controlling the access of 
environmentally sensitive areas with managed grazing addresses the R’s of Right Time and 
Right Placement. 
 
Fertile soils grow more grass and better livestock feed than soils with low or unbalanced soil 
fertility. Just because the grass is growing does not mean that it is providing high quality and 
balanced nutrition to the grazing animal. Grassland farming like crop farming without 
consideration of the soil is a fallacy. All plants interact with the soil. Do you have a current soil 
fertility test? Do you know your soil type from the soil survey? 
 
Supplementing the soil fertility according to a current soil test with commercial fertilizer, compost 
or additional manure can increase both plant and animal production and is the Right Source. 
When forages are harvested and removed from the field to be fed in another location; nutrients 
are also relocated. One ton of dry forage contains the same amount of phosphorus as 35 
bushels of shelled corn or 16 bushel of soybeans. Harvesting forages is an excellent way to 
lower very high levels of soil phosphorus from fields that are sensitive to runoff. 
 
Applying the plant nutrients as close to when the plant needs them has the least amount of risk 
of loss to the environment. Forages largest need is in the late summer and early fall when they 
are growing new roots and storing energy for the winter and following spring green up. Spring 
applications are not as effective at growing root mass, but do encourage stem elongation and 
seed production. If the soil test levels are low, applying small amounts of nutrients several times 
during the growing season is a good way to increase forage production and animal 
performance; build a sustainable production system and is the Right Rate. 
 
Calcium and phosphorus is typically the two nutrients that are limiting in Ohio pasture fields. 
Lime the primary source of calcium is necessary for raising the soil pH. It can also help prevent 
weeds, improves the absorption of other nutrients like phosphorus and nitrogen, benefits soil 
microbiology life, helps legumes fix nitrogen, encourages deeper and more root development 
that helps drought proof a pasture and improves the palatability of the forage. 

 
2018 Northeast Ohio Small Farm Workshop Scheduled for 
January 20, 2018 
The Ashtabula County Extension office is pleased to offer the 2018 Northeast Ohio Small 
Farm Workshop for new, existing, and aspiring farm businesses. This workshop will be held on 
Saturday, January 20, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Ashtabula County Extension 
office located at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson, Ohio. This workshop is designed to help 
landowners increase profits from their small acreage. This program is open to all new or aspiring 
farmers, new rural landowners, small farmers, and farm families looking for new ideas. 
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During this workshop, participants will be challenged to develop realistic expectations for their 
small farm. Participants will learn how to develop a business plan for their operation. During the 
workshop, participants will learn more about the current opportunities in small-scale farming; 
how to identify the strengths & weaknesses of your farm; how to keep records and develop 
budgets; and how to effectively price & market your products to consumers. Learn more about 
farm insurance, governmental assistance, farm taxes, and ways to mitigate risk.  This workshop 
will provide the road map for small producers to move their hobby to a viable farm business.  
Make connections to resources, information and people that will help your farm business grow!  
 
The registration fee for this workshop is $25 per person. This includes a small farmer resource 
notebook, refreshments, and a hearty lunch! Reservations are requested by Friday, January 12, 
2018. Space is limited to the first 35 registrants. We thank The Kellogg Insurance Agency for co-
sponsoring this event.  Pre-registration is required by January 12, 2018. Registration fee is 
$25/per person. Make checks payable to OSU Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County 
Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you have any questions please call 
440-576-9008.  A complete registration flyer can be obtained at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events 
 

Ashtabula County Plat Books Available 
Who owns Ashtabula County? Thousands of people have a piece of it, and they are listed in the 
new plat book published by the Ashtabula County – OSU Extension with Mapping Solutions. 
The 2016-17 book is available for purchase for $25 + tax at the County 4-H/Extension office 
located at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson. Premium wall maps are also available. For more 
information contact their office at (440) 576-9008.  This 130-page spiral-bound book includes 
landownership maps by township and range of Ashtabula County. These maps include the 
property boundaries for all rural parcels within the township, the name of the owner and the 
number of acres owned. Also, there is a handy landowner index for easy cross referencing. The 
next version of the plat book will be released in early 2019 and until then we will be selling the 
2016-17 book for $25.00 + tax.  

 
David’s Weekly News Column  
For Publication in the Jefferson Gazette on December 20 & Star Beacon on December 24, 2017 
 
Hello, Ashtabula County!  Well, the year of 2017 is almost in the books.  As I get older, I find 
myself becoming more nostalgic as each year comes to a close.  December is a great time to 
reflect on where we have been, where we are, and where we are headed. Reflection is 
something I have learned many people consider a luxury. We are too busy with the doing and 
often neglect the being.  So if it pleases, I would like to share with you some of my recent 
reflections. 
 
Reflection #1: Our local Ag Industry is a shining star!   As I drove home from speaking at 
agriculture day for the 2017 Ashtabula Leadership class at the end of November, I could not 
help but to reflect on the great diversity of agriculture that we have here in Ashtabula County.  If 
you can name it, we grow or raise it in Ashtabula County.  Dairy, beef, sheep, goats, chickens, 
fish, pigs, horses, corn, soybeans, hay, miscanthus, wheat, oats, nursery, apples, Christmas 
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trees, and even field pea can be found here.  In fact do you know our county ranks FIRST in the 
production of grapes, miscanthus grass and field pea in Ohio.  Economically, our agricultural 
industry is the largest employer and second largest economic engine in the county.  I challenge 
you to find any county across this state or nation which boasts such diversity.  When you stop 
and reflect on it, it is truly amazing the diversity we have way up here in Ashtabula County! 
 
Reflection #2: Have we lost the true meaning of Christmas?  In just a few days, families will 
gather together to celebrate Christmas.  For many, Christmas is not the celebration of the 
greatest gift, but rather a pile of presents, gift cards, and over-indulgence.  Excess equals 
happiness and more is better.  Christmas morning has become a gift-a-palooza as we try keep 
up with the “Jones” in our materialistic society.  My sincere hope for each of you is that you 
celebrate Christmas for its real reason.  That this year, Christmas will be a celebration of the 
greatest gift not a pile of stuff.  
 
Reflection #3: How can we be better “salt & light” for others?  Over twenty-years ago, one of my 
first farm visits as a young County Agent was at the dairy farm of Loren and Nancy Ring.  They 
were so very gracious to me on this early visit and on each visit thereafter.  Loren and Nancy 
began this farm in 1960 and it grew into a vibrant business which continues to this day under the 
leadership of their son Jeff and his wife Carole.  They were early adopters in tiling their land and 
in raising high quality forages in our poor soils in Ashtabula County.  They have always had one 
of the highest producing Jersey herds in Ohio.  In short, this family knows cows.   
 
But what has always struck me more about Loren and Nancy was not their milk production, 
forage quality, or the management of their herd but rather their humbleness, grace and faith.  
Sadly, Loren passed away on November 29.   I find peace in knowing that Loren is now at home 
and we will meet again.  Loren and Nancy never hid their light under a bowl and I appreciate the 
light which they shone my way and to others in our community.   
Reflection #4: How can we be more positive in a broken world?  I will admit I do not watch the 
news much anymore.  I just feel so emotionally drained after watching it.  All I can think about is 
the song “A Little Good News” which Anne Murray sang in the early 1980s.  Wouldn’t it be nice 
to see a headline say, “not much to print today, can’t find nothing bad to say.”  Today now more 
than ever we need positive people to stand up and lead the way.  We need to help each other 
stay positive and spread kindness.  A wise man stated a very long time ago that what comes out 
of a man’s mouth will tell you what is in his heart. I will admit that this is sometimes very hard to 
do especially when confronted with negative and unjust situations.   One my colleagues at 
Michigan State University shared that the human brain has 70,000 thoughts each day. You can’t 
always avoid difficult situations, but you can choose the thoughts you have when you 
experience them and how you react.   I encourage you to think of how you can be the kind of 
“salt and light” which helps uplift others and not knock them down.   
 
Final Reflection: I wish each of you the very best Christmas.  A special thank you is extended to 
the 1,099 dedicated Ashtabula County farmers who work 365 days a year to provide safe and 
nutritious food for our country.   To close, I would like to share a reflection from Elisabeth Kubler-
Ross who stated, “It's only when we truly know and understand that we have a limited time on 
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earth - and that we have no way of knowing when our time is up, we will then begin to live each 
day to the fullest, as if it was the only one we had.”   Have a good and safe Christmas season! 

 

Upcoming Extension Program Dates 
 
The following programs have been scheduled for Northeast Ohio farmers.  Complete 
registration flyers can be found at: http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-
natural-resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines 
 
Women in Agriculture Programs 
January 13, 2018 
February 17, 2018 
March 17, 2018 
 
Private Pesticide Applicator & Fertilizer Re-certification Sessions 
January 12, 2018 from 8:00 to 12:00 noon in Ashtabula County 
February 2, 2018 from 8:00 to 12:00 noon in Geauga County 
February 9, 2018 from 10:00 to 3:00 p.m. in Portage County 
March 9, 2018 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. in Trumbull County 
 
Crop Lunch – What’s New with Dicamba 
Trumbull County Extension Office 11:30am – 2pm 
Wednesday, January 17, 2018 
 
Exploring the Small Farm Dream 
Saturday, January 20, 2018 
 
2018 Northeast Ohio Winter Agronomy School 
Wednesday February 21, 2018 
 
2018 Winter Beef School (Calving School) 
Thursday, February 22, 2018 
 
Backyard Chickens 
Trumbull County Extension Office 5-7pm 
Wednesday, March 14, 2018 
 
2018 Ashtabula County Dairy Banquet 
Saturday, March 24, 2018 
 
21st Annual Joe Bodnar Memorial Northern Classic Steer & Heifer Show 
Saturday, April 21, 2018 
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David Marrison      Lee Beers 

Ashtabula County Extension Office   Trumbull County Extension Office 

39 Wall Street      520 West Main Street 

Jefferson, OH 44047     Cortland, OH 44410 

440-576-9008      330-638-6783 

marrison.2@osu.edu     beers.66@osu.edu 

ashtabula.osu.edu      trumbull.osu.edu 

 



 

 



trumbull.osu.edu

Trumbull Crop Lunch 
What’s Going On With Dicamba?

Join us on Wednesday, January 17, 2018 for lunch at the Trumbull County Extension
office to learn about the current status of dicamba use in Ohio. Mark Loux and Peggy Hall
will be joining us via video link to discuss best practices for using a dicamba resistant
soybean program, updates from the ODA, and the Ohio Legislature. Pre-registration is
requested for an accurate count for food. A catered lunch is sponsored by the Trumbull
County Holstein Club.

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

CF A E S provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. F or more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

REGISTRATION INFORMATION: Cut at the dashed line, and mail lower portion with check payable to 
OSU Extension to OSU Extension Trumbull County, 520 West Main St. Suite #1, Cortland, OH 44410. 
On-site payment is available, but please call our office to let us know you will be attending so we have 
enough food. Call our office or email Lee Beers (beers.66@osu.edu) with any questions. 330-638-6783

Name: 

Address:

Email:

Phone:

Mark Loux, OSU Weed Scientist 
and

Peggy Hall, Professor of Ag Law

Cost is $5/person - includes lunch, pesticide and CCA 
credits

January 17, 2018
OSU Extension Office
520 West Main Street
Cortland, OH 44410

11:30 – Registration and Lunch
12:00 – Local Update
12:30 – Dicamba Update
2:00 – Adjourn 

Number attending ______ x $5/person = _____________ Enclosed



	2018 Northeast Ohio Small Farm Workshop  

  
 
 

 

 
 
 
The Ashtabula County Extension office is pleased to offer the 2018 Northeast Ohio Small 
Farm Workshop for new, existing, and aspiring farm businesses.  This workshop is designed 
to help landowners increase profits from their small acreage.  This program is open to all new 
or aspiring farmers, new rural landowners, small farmers, and farm families looking for new 
ideas.  
 
During this workshop, participants will be challenged to develop realistic expectations for their 
small farm.  Participants will learn how to develop a business plan 
for their operation.  During the workshop, participants will learn 
more about the current opportunities in small-scale farming; how to 
identify the strengths & weaknesses of your farm; how to keep 
records and develop budgets; and how to effectively price & market 
your products to consumers. Learn more about farm insurance, 
governmental assistance, farm taxes, and ways to mitigate risk. 
This workshop will provide the road map for small producers to 
move their hobby to a viable farm business. 
 
Make connections to resources, information and people that will help your farm business 
grow!  The registration fee for this workshop is $25 per person.  This includes a small farmer 
resource notebook, refreshments, and a hearty lunch!  Reservations are requested by Friday, 
January 12, 2018.  Space is limited to the first 35 registrants. We thank The Kellogg 
Insurance Agency for co-sponsoring this event. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Pre-registration is required by January 12, 2018. Registration fee is $25/per person.  Make checks payable 
to OSU Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you 
have any questions please call 440-576-9008.  
 
Name____________________________________  Phone_____________________ 
Address__________________________________  City__________________ Zipcode________ 
Email____________________________________    
# of Reservations_______________$25 per RSVP  
 

 
 
 

 

Saturday, January 20, 2018 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

  Ashtabula County Extension 
Office 

39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 
Registration begins at 8:37 a.m. 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For 

more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity 
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