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Hello, Northeast Ohio Counties!

We hope each of you had a wonderful 
Christmas weekend and that each of you were 
able to relax with friends and family.  

It looks like the official start of winter last week 
is leading to more snow and colder 
temperatures across the region for the 
remainder of the month.  Plan extra times for 
your travel and stay safe on the roads.

We are looking forward to a great 2018!

David Marrison 
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Ashtabula County

Lee Beers
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Trumbull County
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Northeast Ohio Pesticide Re-certification Session Slated 
for Friday, January 12 
Does your Private Pesticide Applicator’s License expire on March 31, 2018?  If so, OSU 
Extension has planned a series of re-certification sessions for area farmers.  The first pesticide 
re-certification session will be held on Friday, January 12, 2018 at the Williamsfield Community 
Center from 8:00 to 11:00 a.m.  This session will offer 3 credits for pesticide re-certification for 
CORE and All Categories (1-7). The cost of this session is $35 per registrant. 
   
Many farmers will also need (for the first time!) to complete their fertilizer re-certification in 
2018 as well.  To help meet this need, a one-hour fertilizer re-certification session will be held 
immediately following the pesticide re-certification session from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  The 
cost of this session is $10 per registrant. 
 
Pre-registration for these programs is required by January 4, 2018. A late fee of $25 will be 
added for any registrations made after this time (so make sure to register on time!).  Registration 
includes refreshments, speaker travel expenses, and program handouts.   
 
New in 2018, registrations are being requested to be made on-line.  The registration link for this 
program is: www.cvent.com/d/htqj00  The on-line registration procedure allows for payment via 
a credit card or by mailing a check.  If you are unable to register on-line, please use the 
attached program flyer to register. 
 
If you cannot attend on January 12, three other re-certification sessions will be held in northeast 
Ohio this winter.  These will be in Geauga County on Friday, February 2, 2018 from 8:00 a.m. to 
12:00 noon; Portage County on Friday, February 9, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.); and 
Trumbull County on  Friday, March 9, 2018 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.  Registration links and flyers 
can be obtained at: go.osu.edu/neohio-pat    
 
More information can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office 440-576-
9008.  A registration flyer can also be obtained at: flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-
events. 
 

Ohio General Assembly Considers Bills about Cottage 
Foods & Dogs on Patios 
Written by Ellen Essman, Law Fellow, Agricultural & Resource Law Program 
Source: https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/thu-12212017-1023am/ohio-general-assembly-
considers-bills-about-cottage-foods-dogs-patios 
 
A few bills related to food preparation and dining in the great outdoors are on the move in the 
Ohio General Assembly. One of the bills, Senate Bill 233, would allow those who produce 
cottage foods to do so in a firebrick oven on a patio connected to the producer’s residence. 
According to Ohio law, cottage foods are non-hazardous and are produced in a person’s home. 
Cottage foods can include, but are not necessarily limited to: bakery products, jams, jellies, 
candy, and fruit butter. If passed, SB 233 would change the current law, which only allows 
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cottage foods to be prepared in an oven or on a stove inside the cottage food producer’s 
residence. SB 233 would allow producers to use both an inside oven and an outside firebrick 
oven. The bill is currently being debated in the Senate Health, Human Services & Medicaid 
Committee. 
 
Two identical bills concerning dogs on restaurant patios are working their way through the two 
houses of the General Assembly—House Bill 263 and SB 182. The bills would prohibit state 
agencies and local boards of health from adopting rules banning dogs “in an outdoor dining area 
of a retail food establishment or food service operation.” Even though the government would not 
be able to ban dogs in those areas, the bills would allow individual restaurants to decide to keep 
dogs out of their outdoor areas, with the exception of service dogs. HB 263 is being considered 
in the House Economic Development, Commerce & Labor Committee. SB 182 is currently being 
discussed in the Senate Health, Human Services & Medicaid Committee. 
 
Will cottage food producers be able to make tasty treats in firebrick ovens? Will your canine 
companion generally be allowed to accompany you on restaurant patios throughout Ohio? Stay 
tuned to the Ag Law Blog for any updates on these bills. 
 

Ashtabula County Plat Books Available 
Who owns Ashtabula County? Thousands of people have a piece of it, and they are listed in the 
new plat book published by the Ashtabula County – OSU Extension with Mapping Solutions. 
The 2016-17 book is available for purchase for $25 + tax at the County 4-H/Extension office 
located at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson. Premium wall maps are also available. For more 
information contact their office at (440) 576-9008.  This 130-page spiral-bound book includes 
landownership maps by township and range of Ashtabula County. These maps include the 
property boundaries for all rural parcels within the township, the name of the owner and the 
number of acres owned. Also, there is a handy landowner index for easy cross referencing. The 
next version of the plat book will be released in early 2019 and until then we will be selling the 
2016-17 book for $25.00 + tax.  

 
The Simple River-Cleaning Tactics That Big Farms Ignore 
By Elizabeth Royte, Photographs by Dennis Chamberlin 
Source: https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/12/iowa-agriculture-runoff-water-pollution-
environment/ 
 
Ione Cleverley wasn’t eager to break up with her 
tenant, who had been farming 88 acres of her central 
Iowa land for more than a decade. He was affable and 
hardworking, but after harvesting his corn and 
soybeans, the farmer left her fields unplanted. 
Cleverley had learned that each spring, as the soil 
warmed and moistened, it released nitrogen—both 
naturally occurring and left over from the last 
application of synthetic fertilizer. Rain washed the 
chemical into her stream, which flows into the Skunk 
River and thence into the Mississippi. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY AMY TOENSING, 
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Along its winding route, nitrogen, which converts to nitrate in water, presents two serious 
problems. It threatens the health of those who drink it at the tap, and when it reaches the ocean, 
it hyper-charges the growth of algae and aquatic bacteria, which use up most of the oxygen in 
the water, leaving it uninhabitable by many other sea creatures. This past summer, the Gulf of 
Mexico had its largest ever “dead zone”—and the largest of several hundred in the world. 
 
After speaking with a farm consultant about how to stanch her contribution to it, Cleverley met 
with her tenant. “I told him I wanted him to quit tilling and plant a cover crop this fall”—whether 
cereal rye, clover or alfalfa, it would soak up excess nitrogen come spring. “He wasn’t too 
receptive,” Cleverley says, dryly. “He didn’t see the connection with downstream water quality.” 
Moreover, the chemical company that advised her tenant—and sold him fertilizers and seeds—
had warned him that cover crops might reduce his corn and soybean yields, at least at first. 
 
Cleverly wasn’t unsympathetic: She knew that change comes hard to farmers. But she also 
knew that sowing an alternate crop would eventually pay off with improved soils and higher 
yields. And so she gave her tenant an ultimatum: Plant a cover crop this fall, or she’d find a 
farmer who would. 
VIEW IMAGES 
Bill Stowe, general manager of Des Moines Water Works, stands by the Raccoon River, a major 
source of the city's drinking water. To make it safe, the Water Works have to remove nitrates 
that come from farms upstream.  
 
TOO MUCH OF A GOOD THING 
Iowa has some of the richest farmland on the planet; an acre in Cleverley’s region can sell for 
upwards of $10,000. The state produces more corn than any other in the nation, and its 
soybean yields are second only to Illinois. 
 
But all this production—abetted by steady applications of nitrogen fertilizer— has taken a 
serious toll. More than two hundred of Iowa’s community water systems struggle with high 
nitrate levels, periodically issuing “Do Not Drink” orders. The state is the second-largest 
contributor of nitrates to the Gulf in the Mississippi River Basin. 
 
The good news is that researchers have a pretty 
good handle on how to solve Iowa’s water 
problem. In 2014 the state released a Nutrient 
Reduction Strategy that calls for slashing nitrate 
runoff by 41 percent. The plan lists a suite of 
tools that farmers can use to hit this mark, from 
applying fertilizer more sparingly—crops take up, 
on average, only half the nitrogen that’s applied 
to fields—to planting cover crops, to allowing 
strips of farmland to revert to unfertilized prairie. 
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The bad news: These recommended practices are voluntary, and relatively few of Iowa’s 88,000 
farmers do them. Many, like Cleverley’s tenant, just don’t see their personal connection to the 
problem—and that leaves it for others to solve.  IMAGES 
 
SOMEONE’S GOT TO PAY 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency requires utilities to deliver tap water with no more 
than 10 milligrams of nitrates per liter. Water above this limit can, in infants, inhibit the blood’s 
capacity to carry oxygen, causing the potentially fatal “blue baby syndrome.” Some studies have 
linked high nitrate levels with birth defects and, in adults, various cancers and thyroid problems. 
 
Nationwide, utilities spent $4.8 billion to remove nitrates from public drinking water supplies in 
2011, the last year for which data are available. The money goes toward energy- and chemical-
intensive filtration systems, or toward drilling new wells into cleaner supplies, or toward pumping 
and blending water from different sources. 
 
“We have a responsibility to provide safe water,” Bill Stowe, general manager of the Des Moines 
Water Works, says in his sunlit conference room. “High nitrates are a public health risk whether 
they are consumed by a six-month-old or a 66-year old.” Most consumers don’t care how those 
nitrates are removed, so long as their water bills don’t rise. But it is far cheaper, on a per pound 
basis, to keep nitrates from water upstream—on farms, that is—than it is for utilities to remove 
them downstream. 
 
Stowe may understand these economics better than any utility operator in the nation. Between 
1995 and 2014, nitrate concentrations at his utility’s intakes on the Raccoon River exceeded the 
federal drinking-water standard on at least 1,635 days, or 24 percent of the time. In 2015 the 
utility spent $1.5 million to strip nitrates from the water, and it was also facing a roughly $15 
million bill to revamp the denitrification equipment. “It’s basically been run into the ground with 
overuse,” Stowe says. 
VIEW IMAGES 
Ion exchange vessels in the Des Moines Water Works remove nitrate from up to 10 million 
gallons of water a day. The high cost prompted the Water Works to sue upstream farming 
districts in 2015. Fed up, Stowe in 2015 sued those he considered responsible for tainting his 
water. He targeted three upstream drainage districts, representing more than two thousand 
farmers, and claimed that perforated pipes underlying their fields, which drain excess rain and 
snowmelt into ditches and creeks, constitute “point sources” of pollution. As such, he argued, 
those pipes, known as tiles, should be regulated under the federal Clean Water Act, just like 
factories spewing chemicals into rivers. (Historically, agriculture has been considered a 
“nonpoint” source of pollution that is exempt from the Clean Water Act.) 
 
Stowe’s lawsuit was a big deal, on many levels. Drinking water utilities tend to be conservative: 
They avoid engaging in cutting-edge environmental, public policy, or legal issues. Now, not only 
was Stowe flamboyantly taking an activist stance, he was also challenging the supremacy of 
production agriculture in a state widely considered to be controlled by that industry. As former 
governor Terry Branstand said, shortly after the suit was filed, “Des Moines has declared war on 
rural Iowa.”  That’s because farmers rely so heavily on fertilizer to boost yield and profits. It’s 
cheap insurance for expensive seed, and billion-dollar industries have formed around its 
unbridled use—from fertilizer manufacturers to equipment makers and ag consultants.  
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Stowe’s lawsuit threatened all of that, but it turned out the corn and soybean industry, which 
poured money into a defense fund, needn’t have worried. This past March, a federal judge 
dismissed the suit on the grounds that drainage districts have immunity from lawsuits seeking 
monetary damages. The question of who should be responsible for keeping agricultural 
pollutants from drinking water remains open. 
 
AN UNCOVERED STATE 
Just two hours east of Des Moines, the Cedar 
River provides drinking water to about 130,000 
residents of Cedar Rapids. Nitrate levels in the 
Cedar and its tributaries often rise above federal 
limits, just like levels in the Raccoon, but the city 
solves its problem by blending high-nitrate river 
water with lower-nitrate water from wells—at 
least for now. 
 
Climate change is pelting the Midwest with more 
frequent and intense rainstorms, which wash 
nutrients from fields into source water. After a 5-
inch (13-centimeter) rain in June of 2014, nitrate 
loading at a study site in the Cedar Rapids 
watershed shot from an average of 45 tons per 
day to more than 1,000. By the end of the century, scientists predict that climate change will 
increase the amount of nitrogen flowing into the Gulf by 24 percent, and that’s not even counting 
expected increases in acres planted with crops. 
 
To get a grip on the nutrients flowing from fields today, a consortium of local government, 
industry, and civil society groups has teamed up, as the Middle Cedar Partnership Project, to 
support farmers willing to try some of the practices laid out in the state’s nutrient reduction 
strategy. Nick Meier, a former seed dealer who farms roughly a thousand acres about 45 miles 
upstream from Cedar Rapids, is one of the project’s star ambassadors. 
 
“I feel strongly about conservation,” says Meier, who quit plowing his hilly fields decades ago to 
control soil erosion. But in the fall of 2014, he took a more radical step and filled his planter with 
the seeds of cereal rye, a cover crop for which he has yet to find a market. Asked what drove 
him to this extra labor and hassle, Meier is unequivocal: “I didn’t want to be regulated by the 
government.” Better to voluntarily reduce nitrogen pollution, he figured, than to suffer a 
government crackdown. 
 
Cover crops can reduce nitrogen runoff by 30 percent, but in 2016 Iowa farmers planted them 
on less than three percent of the state’s cropped land. The state strategy aims for more than 
half. According to one analysis, 60 percent of Iowa farmers quit growing cover crops after 
government aid—usually $25 an acre for just one year—ends. “There is no proven economic 
benefit [to landowners] for taking nitrates out of the water,” says Dean Stock, a farmer and 
elected supervisor in Sac County, which was targeted by Bill Stowe’s suit. 
 

Upstream from Des Moines, Rosie 
Partridge walks through native prairie 
grasses her family planted in 2010, on 
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In fact, cover crops have been shown to reduce the need for fertilizer. And after first dampening 
corn yields, as Cleverley’s tenant feared, they eventually increase yields. All that provides 
economic benefits to the farmer. But cover crops can be tricky to implement and manage. For 
example, as spring rains get more intense, farmers have a shorter window to terminate a cover 
crop—by killing it with an herbicide or crushing it with a roller—in time to plant their cash crop. 
“The learning curve for these in-field practices can be steep,” acknowledges Nick Ohde, of 
Practical Farmers of Iowa, which promotes and teaches cover cropping. “If you’re making 
money as is, then change is problematic. You’re not going to see any benefits if these practices 
aren’t executed properly.” 
 
THE POWER OF THE PRAIRIE 
There are plenty of alternatives to cover-cropping, however. On a sunny summer morning, 
Meier drives his all-terrain vehicle past a blue-green field of bushy soybean plants and parks 
atop a mowed rectangle. Right under our feet, he explains, a six-foot-deep bunker stuffed with 
woodchips is filtering runoff from a 60-acre field underlain with drainage pipes. 
 
Microbes in the woodchips reduce the water’s nitrate concentration by 43 percent, converting it 
to inert nitrogen gas, the stuff of the air around us. Meier seems delighted with his denitrifying 
bioreactor, as the gizmo is called: It functions properly, it robs him of very little cultivatable 
space, and it was funded by a state environmental program. 
 
Keen to show off another tool promoted by the Middle Cedar Partnership Project, Meier hops 
back onto the Gator, zips across a county road and past a field of eye-high corn. “This is a 
saturated buffer,” he says, gesturing toward a 70-foot wide strip of native grasses and 
wildflowers that hugs a 1,200-foot stretch of Miller Creek. As tiles under the corn field collect 
water, then distribute this flow into the buffer, the prairie plants’ deep and extensive roots 
consume up to half the nitrates in it, releasing cleaner water to the creek. A saturated buffer 
costs about a third of a bioreactor, and it provides habitat for pollinators and other creatures. 
 
Elsewhere in the state, a smattering of farmers are trying other techniques for capturing 
nitrate—collecting it in engineered wetlands on their soggier fields, for example, or in silted-in 
oxbow river bends excavated to hold more water. But Iowa State researchers say the single 
best thing that farmers could do to improve Iowa’s water quality is to plant prairie grasses on ten 
percent of their land, in buffers like Meier’s or in strips across the fields. 
 
The problem is that very few farmers volunteer to retire cropland—not when grain prices are 
high, and not when grain prices are low. As Stowe says, “There’s a lot of talk about volunteerism 
and conservation practices. But in the real world, the play is always for greater productivity and 
greater profit.” 
 
Unfortunately, says Anne Weir Schechinger, a senior economics analyst for the Environmental 
Working Group, “It’s the farmers polluting the most who are the least likely to adopt those 
methods.” Most farmers, if they adopt a conservation tool at all, opt for one that’s least disruptive 
to their practice: tweaking the timing and application rate of fertilizer. That cuts nitrate loss, at 
best, by just 10 percent. 
 
 



 

Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
  Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 
 
 
 

 
EXCEPTIONAL FARMERS 
The various conservation practices “do work,” says Art Cullen, who won a Pulitzer Prize in 2017 
for his fierce editorializing against industrial agriculture in The Storm Lake Times, published 
about a hundred miles northwest of Des Moines. “But the Raccoon River is imperiled, and a 
bioreactor here and a wetland there is just a drop in the bucket. It’s trivial compared to what’s 
needed. We’ve been subsidizing conservation since the Dust Bowl, and water quality is only 
getting worse.” 
 
When it comes to polluting the air and the water, agriculture has, to some extent, gotten a pass 
in this country. No one wants to stick it to a farmer. In the current political climate, there seems 
little prospect of increased government regulation of nutrient runoff—yet voluntary measures 
clearly haven’t cut it so far. If nothing else, the Des Moines Water Works suit has energized 
public discussion of the question: Who will pay to keep nitrates out of our rivers? 
 
The Iowa Farm Bureau, for its part, insists farmers are stepping up; they just need more time. 
“The problem was a century in the making,” says the bureau’s Laurie Johns. “Farmers need 
more time to adopt these strategies, they need more incentives and more knowledge.” 
 
In November, the Iowa Department of Agriculture implemented a small policy fix, promoted by 
Practical Farmers of Iowa and others: It now offers a $5 per acre rebate on crop insurance to 
farmers who plant new acres with cover crops, which have been shown to reduce insurance 
claims. Other groups suggest tying federal farm subsidies to measurable nitrate reductions. Bill 
Stowe—aligned with some small-government groups—insists farmers alone should shoulder 
nitrate-reduction costs. “Iowa producers are already getting $1 billion a year from the USDA,” he 
says in a tone of outrage. 
 
Market pressures could help. Roughly half of Iowa’s corn and 98 percent of its soybeans feed 
livestock, much of which is consumed in China. (Most of the rest of Iowa’s corn feeds ethanol 
plants.) Large companies along that food chain have lately started trying to influence how their 
raw ingredients are grown. 
 
For example, Smithfield Foods, in partnership with the Environmental Defense Fund, is seeking 
to source more of its pigs’ corn and soybeans from geographic areas in Iowa—not individual 
farms—that have shown improvement in reducing nutrient runoff. “These companies want 
brand-level recognition for their efforts,” Suzy Friedman, EDF’s senior director of agricultural 
sustainability, says. “They want to say that [they] are good corporate stewards.” 
 
But figuring out the best way to support farmers as land stewards is a complicated proposition. 
Sixty percent of Iowa farmland is owned by absentee landlords and rented on one-year 
contracts, which leaves tenants with little incentive to invest in the land’s long-term health. 
Thankfully, there are a handful of land owners brave enough to shoulder some risk for the 
greater good. 
 
After Ione Cleverley presented her tenant with a cover-crop ultimatum, this past July, their 
relationship grew tense. But together they attended several field demonstrations and information 
sessions on cover cropping. “He still rejects those practices,” Cleverley reports, “but I’m more 
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convinced than ever that it’s the way to go. If you own land, it’s your responsibility to take the 
best care of it.” 
 
Despite his skepticism, Cleverley’s tenant did, eventually, agree to try a cover crop, but by then 
it was too late to apply for funding from the USDA. And so Cleverly decided to kick in half the 
cost of the cereal rye and radish seed herself. 
“We’re starting slow, just on the bean ground this year,” she says. “I really don’t want this to fail.” 
 

Breakthrough Pulls Science Ahead in Race Against 
Devastating Wheat Disease 
Source: https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-12/uom-bps122117.php 

 
MINNEAPOLIS/ST. PAUL (12/21/2017) -- For the first time ever, scientists are gaining ground in 
the race against wheat stem rust, a pathogen that threatens global food security because of its 
ability to kill wheat. A team of researchers from the University of Sydney, Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), Rothamsted Research, the University 
of Minnesota and USDA have discovered the first rust virulence molecule that wheat plants 
detect to 'switch on' built-in resistance and stave off the disease. 
Stem rust, historically the most dangerous pathogen of wheat is caused by the fungus Puccinia 
graminis f. sp. tritici (Pgt). A particularly destructive 
form of Pgt, Ug99, has recently received much 
attention because of its spread across Africa and 
the Middle East. Such geographic expansion and 
the emergence of other virulent strains related and 
non-related to Ug99 have caused great concerns 
for wheat production. Even more alarming is the 
recent detection of new virulent strains in Europe 
which could easily make their way to the US. 
Findings by this group of scientists published in 
Science reveal how the immune system in plants 
resistant to this disease directly recognizes a 
specific fungal protein to subsequently "turn on" resistance and fend off the pathogen. 
 
"For the first time, it will be possible to do DNA testing to identify whether a rust in a wheat crop 
anywhere in the world can overcome a rust-resistance gene, called Sr50, which is being 
introduced in high-yielding wheat varieties," said University of Sydney Professor of Sustainable 
Agriculture Robert Park, co-leader of the research team. "This will indicate whether or not a 
given wheat crop needs to be sprayed with expensive fungicide quickly to protect against rust, 
which would otherwise devastate the crop in a matter of weeks." 
 
This is a key finding to stay ahead of rust disease epidemics, like those that have been 
extremely damaging in East Africa and making a comeback in Europe. "It's like an ongoing arms 
race - we've got to keep one step ahead of this changing pathogen," said Park. 
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Co-corresponding author, University of Minnesota Plant Pathology Adjunct Professor Peter 
Dodds from CSIRO, said demand for wheat in the developing world was expected to jump 60 
percent by 2050 and in economic terms alone the ramifications were huge. "Now that we've 
identified how stem rust strains are able to overcome Sr50 resistance - by mutation of a gene 
we've identified called AvrSr50 - this information can be used to help prioritize resistance genes 
for deployment," said Dodds. 
 
Owning to a long-history of stem rust research expertise, University of Minnesota College of 
Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences (CFANS) Professor Brian Steffenson and 
Adjunct Professor Yue Jin have been collecting Pgt isolates from around the world, including 
those causing epidemics in Africa. Plant Pathology Professor Melania Figueroa and graduate 
student Feng Li leveraged these resources to examine the genetic variability of AvrSr50 in a set 
of Pgt isolates with global importance.  "Close examination of the sequence of this gene in 
strains from diverse origin can provide important clues to understand the evolution of this 
pathogen and how virulence emerges," said Figueroa.  
 
A key contribution to the study was the analysis of an Sr50-virulent strain collected by United 
States Department of Agriculture scientist Yue Jin from barberry, the alternate host of Pgt where 
the pathogen undergoes sexual reproduction. This strain contains a variation of a gene that is 
not recognized by Sr50, which helped to confirm the identity of the gene and showed how stem 
rust can evolve to overcome resistance. 
 
Using a Biosafety Level - 3 containment facility, the University of Minnesota team was also able 
to work with the African strain Ug99 under maximum restricted conditions to prevent pathogen 
escapes. "It is essential we determine the propensity of Pgt strains to evolve virulence to 
specific resistance genes, in this case we know that Ug99 may be primed to defeat Sr50 in the 
field," said Figueroa. 
 
While this is a vital step forward in understanding how plants and this disease interact, there is 
much work yet to be done before science will have a complete understanding of these 
interactions. Unraveling these molecular interactions can also assist in understanding other 
important rust diseases such those affecting other cereals and crops like soybean and coffee. 
 
"Our results so far show that the plant immune system is able to directly recognize the fungal 
protein, but we want to understand the whole process better - what's going on at the protein 
level, at the gene level, and how the fungus can escape recognition," said Dodds. 
 
The scientific contribution to this study made by the University of Minnesota scientists highlights 
the commitment of our institution to work in teams to solve important challenges in agriculture. 
For fourth year Ph.D. student Feng Li, who is extremely passionate about food security, this has 
been a highly valuable training experience. "I hope to apply this knowledge to address similar 
problems in food security. Wheat production is affected by two other rust pathogens, the 
research plan we followed in this project can guide other scientists to uncover additional 
virulence molecules in their systems " says Li. 
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Ohio Farm Custom Rate Survey 2018 
by Barry Ward, Leader, Production Business Management, OSU Extension, Ag and Natural 
Resources 

 A large number of Ohio farmers hire machinery operations and other farm related work to be 
completed by others. This is often due to lack of proper equipment, lack of time or lack of 
expertise for a particular operation.  Many farm business owners do not own equipment for 
every possible job that they may encounter in the course of operating a farm and may, instead 
of purchasing the equipment needed, seek out someone with the proper tools necessary to 
complete the job. This farm work completed by others is often referred to as “custom farm work” 
or more simply “custom work”. A “custom rate” is the amount agreed upon by both parties to be 
paid by the custom work customer to the custom work provider. 

Custom farming providers and customers often negotiate an agreeable custom farming 
machinery rate by utilizing Extension surveys results as a starting point. Ohio State University 
Extension collects surveys and publishes survey results from the Ohio Farm Custom Survey 
every other year. This year we are updating our published custom farm rates for Ohio. 

We need your assistance in securing up-to-date information about farm custom work rates, 
machinery and building rental rates and hired labor costs in Ohio.  Please provide rates that are 
current including the latest price increases or planned increases. 

An online option for this survey is available at: OhioFarmCustomRatesSurvey2018 

or: https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cJa90YBYdWOa6DX 

We would ask you to please respond even if you know only have a few operations with 
data.  We want information on actual rates, either what you paid to hire work or what you 
charged to perform custom work.  Deadline for Surveys to be returned: March 31st, 2018 

Applications Being Taken for Ashtabula County Local 
Foods Coordinator 
OSU Extension in Ashtabula County is pleased to announce that applications are being 
accepted for a Local Foods Coordinator.  The coordinator will work for OSU Extension in 
enhancing the local food system in Ashtabula County and its surrounding area.  The goal of this 
position will be to help increase the capacity and viability of the northeast Ohio local foods 
sector. 
 
Among the coordinator’s main responsibilities will be to build capacity for the local foods system, 
raise community awareness through educational and promotional marketing, increase economic 
and community development in the local food arena and develop a model which can be 
replicated in other regions in Ohio.  
 
This two-year grant funded position was created in large part to the efforts of Dr. John Patterson 
who serves in the Ohio House of Representatives for District 99.  Through Dr. Patterson’s 
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leadership, the Ohio State Legislature allocated money to Ohio State University Extension to 
fund a local foods pilot project for Ashtabula County.  The money for this position was allocated 
in the adoption of the 2017-2019 biennial state budget for OSU Extension. 
 
This position will be a 32 hours per week and will include some evening and weekend hours.  
The position will be housed at the Ashtabula County Extension office located in Jefferson, Ohio. 
Salary & benefits are commensurate with education and experience.  This position is grant 
funded. If funding is available beyond the two year term of the grant, the position may continue. 
 
All applications must be submitted on-line and will be accepted from December 18 through 
December 31, 2017.  For complete position description and online application instructions, 
please go to www.jobsatosu.com and search by Job Opening Number 434508.  To assure 
consideration, applications must be made by on-line by December 31, 2017.   
 
The Ohio State University is an equal opportunity employer.  All qualified applicants will receive 
consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation or 
identity, national origin, disability status, or protected veteran status.  
 
More information about this position can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension 
office at 440-576-9008 or by emailing David Marrison at marrison.2@osu.edu. 
 

2017 Farmer’s Tax Guides 
The 2017 version of the Farmer’s Tax Guide (Publication 225) has been released by the Internal 
Revenue Service and can be found at: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p225.pdf .  Copies are 
also available at the Ashtabula and Trumbull County Extension offices.   

 
2018 Northeast Ohio Small Farm Workshop Scheduled for 
January 20, 2018 
The Ashtabula County Extension office is pleased to offer the 2018 Northeast Ohio Small 
Farm Workshop for new, existing, and aspiring farm businesses. This workshop will be held on 
Saturday, January 20, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Ashtabula County Extension 
office located at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson, Ohio. This workshop is designed to help 
landowners increase profits from their small acreage. This program is open to all new or aspiring 
farmers, new rural landowners, small farmers, and farm families looking for new ideas. 
 
During this workshop, participants will be challenged to develop realistic expectations for their 
small farm. Participants will learn how to develop a business plan for their operation. During the 
workshop, participants will learn more about the current opportunities in small-scale farming; 
how to identify the strengths & weaknesses of your farm; how to keep records and develop 
budgets; and how to effectively price & market your products to consumers. Learn more about 
farm insurance, governmental assistance, farm taxes, and ways to mitigate risk.  This workshop 
will provide the road map for small producers to move their hobby to a viable farm business.  
Make connections to resources, information and people that will help your farm business grow!  
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The registration fee for this workshop is $25 per person. This includes a small farmer resource 
notebook, refreshments, and a hearty lunch! Reservations are requested by Friday, January 12, 
2018. Space is limited to the first 35 registrants. We thank The Kellogg Insurance Agency for co-
sponsoring this event.  Pre-registration is required by January 12, 2018. Registration fee is 
$25/per person. Make checks payable to OSU Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County 
Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you have any questions please call 
440-576-9008.  A complete registration flyer can be obtained at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events 
 

Native Plants for Shade 
By: Ashtabula County Master Gardeners 
  
Many gardeners tend to think of sun-loving prairie plants when they try to imagine growing 
natives in their landscape.  Actually, many natives to Ashtabula County need shade or at least 
partial shade to thrive in northeastern Ohio.  Think of spring wildflowers!  Think of woodland 
sanctuaries!  Then imagine all the surprises you could tuck away in shady little pockets of your 
garden and backyard, plants that would reveal their beauty only to nature's more curious wildlife 
and lovers of nature.  
 
The family of ferns comes immediately to mind, and many beautiful ferns have called this area 
home for centuries.  Lady Fern (Athyrium filix-femmina) is a large, deciduous, feathery species 
that grows about three foot tall in clumps.  It is often grown for decoration because of its elegant 
and graceful appearance. 
 
 Easy to grow and happy in many settings and soils, the Christmas fern (Polystichum 
acrostichoides) is popular in cultivation as an ornamental plant for gardens and natural 
landscaping.  Unlike the lady fern, it's evergreen 
and is often used in winter gardens as well.  
 Another evergreen fern, leatherwood ferns 
(Dryopteris marginalis) are easily grown in 
average, medium, well-drained soil in part to full 
shade.   It is a woodland fern often found in 
shaded crevices of rocky ledges and bluffs and 
prefers a bit of protection from the wind. 
  
If height is what you're look for, consider the 
ostrich fern (Matteuccia struthiopteris).  It 
typically grows over four feet tall, with its fronds 
growing almost vertically.  Immature fronds, called "fiddleheads," can be cooked and are 
considered a delicacy mainly in rural areas of northeastern North America.  You can't eat 
shooting stars (Dodecatheon media) but who would want to remove their beauty from the 
garden?  The flowers of this late spring bloomer range from white to pink to light purple.  Slow 
and difficult to grow from seed, this is one native you'd be wise to purchase as a plant, but it's 
showy flower, rising 20" above its foliage is well worth the price. 
  
 While shooting stars like moist soil, they hate wet feet.  This is true of Virginia bluebells 
(Mertensia virginica) as well!  They are often found in river floodplains and moist 
woodlands.  Their flower buds are pink and flowers emerge with a pinkish cast before turning 

The showy flower of a shooting star typically rises 
20" above its delicate foliage. 



 

Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
  Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 
 
 
 

blue.  Also like the shooting star, Virginia bluebells go dormant in the summer, their foliage dying 
back to the ground.  Solomon seal (Polygonatum biflorum) is a native that can tolerate wet soils 
and is an excellent candidate for a rain garden.  It prefers moist, humusy soils and will slowly 
spread by rhizomes to form colonies in optimum growing conditions.  Small, bell-shaped, 
greenish yellow flowers dangle in spring from the leaf axils along and underneath its graceful 
arching stems. 
  
For summer flowers, consider foregoing cultivated versions of monarda in favor of wild 
bergamot (Monarda fistulosa).  While it can be grown in full sun, it also thrives in partial shade, 
where its pinkish lavender blooms lure hummingbirds and butterflies out of the scorching heat.    
Like wild bergamot, wild columbine (Aquilegia canadensis) can also grow in full sun, but it 
thrives in partial shade.  Easy to grow, it is rabbit and deer resistant and can tolerate 
drought.  Unlike many wildflowers, wild columbine can be cut and used in arrangements. 
  
Truly, there are native plants, shrubs and trees for every growing condition possible in 
Ashtabula County gardens.  Since we now know their importance in the life cycles of so many 
birds, butterflies and other propagators, it is vital that we grow as many as we can. 
  

Lee’s Monthly News Column 
 
Hello Trumbull County! As we count down the last few days until we start the new year, it is a 
good time to reflect back on the 2017 growing season. The adoption and widespread use of 
dicamba-resistant soybeans provided a great opportunity for farms dealing with troublesome 
weeds, but issues with application errors and volatility led to many drift complaints. Dicamba is a 
highly volatile herbicide that can volatilize and drift quite a distance depending on conditions. 
Soybeans that are not resistant to dicamba herbicides can be easily damaged when exposed to 
the chemicals. New formulations of dicamba sold under a variety of trade names are supposed 
to be less volatile, and only these new formulations are labeled for use on dicamba resistant 
soybeans. While Ohio had its fair share of complaints, most of the complaints in the US came 
from Arkansas, Missouri, Tennessee, and neighboring states. These complaints led to 
restrictions being imposed on the use and timing of application in at least one of those states.  
 
Farmers, university scientists, commodity groups, and agronomists all over the country made 
calls to politicians and public officials in an effort to curtail the damage. As a result, the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) adopted several changes to the regulation of dicamba. 
The first is that dicamba products are now classified as “Restricted Use”. Prior to this change, 
anyone could purchase and use dicamba, but the change now means applicators must have a 
state issued pesticide license to purchase and use.  Second, changes were made to the label 
for when applications can be made. Specific changes were made to lower the required wind 
speed, and restricts the time of day for applications to reduce the risk of wind drift and 
volatilization, respectively. Third, updated sprayer tank cleanout procedures must be followed to 
reduce the risk of cross-contamination.  
 
The biggest change is that applicators that want to use in-season application of dicamba 
products must go through an annual training about proper chemical use to be in compliance with 
the chemical label. These trainings will be offered by the chemical companies, and are expected 
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to last about an hour and a half. The exact details of the trainings have not been finalized, but 
will be available for the 2018 growing season.  
 
Dicamba, when used properly, is a very powerful tool in controlling troublesome herbicide 
resistant weeds. Farmers will need to evaluate the risks and benefits of using this new 
technology on their farm. I encourage all farmers using dicamba (new and old formulations) to 
read the label carefully to minimize the risk of drift and volatilization. You can find more 
information about the changes to dicamba at the following links. 
https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/tue-10242017-917pm/what-will-dicamba-changes-mean-farmers 
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-and-states-collective-efforts-lead-regulatory-action-
dicamba 
 
This is a very short summary of the dicamba story that emerged in 2017. If you would like to get 
the full story, please consider attending our next Trumbull Crop Lunch on January 17, 2018 from 
11:30AM to 2:00PM at the Trumbull County Ag Center in Cortland, OH. OSU Weed Scientist 
Mark Loux, and Ag Law Professor Peggy Hall will be discussing the current research on 
dicamba, and what updates are currently being addressed at the Ohio Legislature. The cost for 
the program is $5/person and includes a catered lunch. Pre-registration is required for an 
accurate count for food. To register, call OSU Extension at 330-638-6783.  
The Master Gardeners will be offering a training class for new Master Gardeners starting in 
February 2018. Becoming a Master Gardener is a great way to increase your gardening 
knowledge, and volunteer to help fellow gardeners in the community. If you are interested in 
becoming a Master Gardener, please call our office and ask for an application. You can also 
download an application from our website at trumbull.osu.edu. We have extended the 
application deadline to January 5, 2018.   
 
For more information about dicamba rules, the Master Gardener program, or any other program, 
call the OSU Trumbull County Extension Office at 330-638-6783 or visit trumbull.osu.edu. Don’t 
forget to check out and “Like” OSU Extension Trumbull County’s Facebook page for current 
programs and up to date information. Have a safe, relaxing, and happy holiday season! 
 

David’s Weekly News Column  
For Publication in the Jefferson Gazette on December 27 & Star Beacon on December 31, 2017 
 
Hello, Ashtabula County!  2017 is coming to a close and we at OSU Extension have been busy 
planning for a whole host of programs for next year.  Today, I would like to share details on our 
Small Farmer workshop slated for January 20 and share information on our search for a Local 
Foods Coordinator for Ashtabula County.  Best wishes for a safe New Year’s Eve Celebration.   

****** 
The Ashtabula County Extension office is pleased to offer the 2018 Northeast Ohio Small 
Farm Workshop for new, existing, and aspiring farm businesses. This workshop will be held on 
Saturday, January 20, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Ashtabula County Extension 
office located at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson, Ohio. This workshop is designed to help 
landowners increase profits from their small acreage. This program is open to all new or aspiring 
farmers, new rural landowners, small farmers, and farm families looking for new ideas. 
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During this workshop, participants will be challenged to develop realistic expectations for their 
small farm. Participants will learn how to develop a business plan for their operation. During the 
workshop, participants will learn more about the current opportunities in small-scale farming; 
how to identify the strengths & weaknesses of your farm; how to keep records and develop 
budgets; and how to effectively price & market your products to consumers. Learn more about 
farm insurance, governmental assistance, farm taxes, and ways to mitigate risk.  This workshop 
will provide the road map for small producers to move their hobby to a viable farm business.  
Make connections to resources, information and people that will help your farm business grow!  
 
The registration fee for this workshop is $25 per person. This includes a small farmer resource 
notebook, refreshments, and a hearty lunch! Reservations are requested by Friday, January 12, 
2018. Make checks payable to OSU Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 
39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047.  Space is limited to the first 35 registrants and we already 
have quite a few reservations. We thank the Kellogg Insurance Agency for co-sponsoring this 
event.  If you have any questions please call 440-576-9008.  A complete registration flyer can 
also be obtained at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events 

****** 
OSU Extension in Ashtabula County is pleased to announce that applications are being 
accepted for a Local Foods Coordinator.  The coordinator will work for OSU Extension in 
enhancing the local food system in Ashtabula County and its surrounding area.  The goal of this 
position will be to help increase the capacity and viability of the northeast Ohio local foods 
sector. 
 
This two-year grant funded position was created in large part to the efforts of Dr. John Patterson 
who serves in the Ohio House of Representatives for District 99.  Through Dr. Patterson’s 
leadership, the Ohio State Legislature allocated money to Ohio State University Extension to 
fund a local foods pilot project for Ashtabula County.   
 
All applications must be submitted on-line and will be accepted from December 18 through 
December 31, 2017.  For complete position description and online application instructions, 
please go to www.jobsatosu.com and search by Job Opening Number 434508.  We are very 
excited about the potential impact of this position in increasing our local foods movement. 

****** 
To close today’s column, I would like to share a quote from Ellen Goodman who stated, “We 
spend January 1 walking through our lives, room by room, drawing up a list of work to be done, 
cracks to be patched.  Maybe this year, to balance the list, we ought to walk through the rooms 
of our lives... not looking for flaws, but for potential.” Have a good and safe day! 

 

Donors Sought for 2018 Ashtabula County Ag Day 
On May 12, 2017 nearly 1,100 members of the class of 2028 descended on the Ashtabula 
County Fairgrounds to participate in Ashtabula County’s “Ag Day.”   Coordinated by OSU 
Extension and the Ashtabula County Farm Bureau, the primary goal of this event was to 
educate first graders on where their food comes from and to showcase the different types of 
agricultural commodities which are being produced in Ashtabula County.   
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During this interactive day, students were able to get up close and 
personal with farm animals, crops, fruits, and vegetables at interactive 
stations relating to our county’s agriculture.  During the day, the 
students:  
 Learned about bees, dairy cows, sheep, horses, beef cows, 

goats, pigs, alpacas, chickens, ducks, and turkeys.   
 Made their own home-made butter and tried their hand at milking 

a cow.   
 Learned how seeds are planted to give us an array of tasty fruit 

and vegetables and how they are processed into foods that we 
enjoy.   

 Learned what type of machinery is used in agriculture.  
 Learned the importance of healthy nutrition and exercise.  

 
Ashtabula County’s Ag Day program has become a community supported effort as over 300 
volunteers and donors help to make this day a reality for the students.  The cost of hosting this 
event is nearly $22,000 (both monetary and in-kind) and without the support of many this 
program would not be possible.  We are asking you to considering becoming a donor for 
the 2018 Ag Day which will be held on Friday, May 11, 2018.  We are once again offering 5 
levels of sponsorship: 
 
 Platinum Sponsorship -$1,000 +r 
 Gold Sponsorship -  $500 to $999  
 Silver Sponsorship - $250 to $499 

  

 Bronze Sponsorship - $100 to $249  
 Friends of Ag Day -  $1 to $99 

 

We are asking all Ashtabula County farms, agribusinesses, and supporters of Ashtabula County 
Agriculture to consider making a donation to help us educate our youth about agriculture.  Your 
gift to this program is 100% tax deductible.  Donors are recognized in a variety of manners (see 
back for more details). If you are interested in helping with this year’s program or would like to 
be a sponsor, please contact Abbey Averill at 440-576-9008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All donations are tax deductible.  Donors are recognized in a variety of manners.  Listed below 
is how your company’s donation will be recognized by the committee and some ideas for 
donation opportunities. 

Yes, I would like to be a sponsor of the 2018 Ag Day! 
Sponsor Name(s)_______________________________________________________________ 
Address_________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone____________________________ Email_____________________________________ 
 
$_______Platinum  $_______Gold     $_______Silver     $_______Bronze    
$_______Friends of Ag Day  
 
_____In-Kind, I can offer the following in-kind support______________________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to:  OSU Extension      
Return to:    OSU Extension, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047 
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Platinum Sponsorship -$1,000 and over 

 Company/Individual name on back of shirt which all volunteers wear. 
 Sign at the 12 interactive stations. 
 Listed in the donor brochure sent home to every student’s home. 
 On sponsorship list for media publication. 
 Recognition at Ag Day for being a sponsor. 
 Ideas for in-kind donation- Sponsor three or more classrooms from your local school or help 

sponsor the bus transportation ($3,500 total for busing) or sponsor the “Adventures in Agriculture 
with Chris Clover” coloring book ($1,500). Donate an agricultural based-giveaway valued over 
$1,000.  For example, an Ag Day lunch box for every student.   

 
Gold Sponsorship - $500 to $999  

 Company/Individual name on back of shirt which all volunteers wear. 
 Sign at all 12 interactive stations. 
 Listed in the donor brochure sent home to every student’s home. 
 On sponsorship list for media publication. 
 Recognition at Ag Day for being a sponsor. 
 Ideas for in-kind donation- Sponsor two classrooms from your local school or sponsor your local 

school’s busing.  Donate an agricultural based-giveaway valued over $500, provide milk and ice 
cream for each student, sponsor the dwarf cherry tomato plants to be taken home by every 
student or help provide lunch for the over 300 volunteers. Donate reusable Ag Day tote bag for 
each classroom. 

 
Silver Sponsorship -$250 to $499  

 Listed in the donor brochure sent home to every student’s home. 
 On sponsorship list for media publication. 
 Recognition at Ag Day for being a sponsor. 
 Ideas for in-kind donation- Sponsor a classroom from your local school.  Donate an agricultural 

based-giveaway valued over $250, sponsor the supplies needed for one of the stations (example: 
whipping cream to make the homemade butter), or sponsor the Callie the Cow milking station. 

 
Bronze Sponsorship - $100 to $249  

 Listed in the donor brochure sent home to every student’s home. 
 On sponsorship list for media publication. 
 Recognition at Ag Day for being a sponsor. 
 Ideas for in-kind donation- Donate an agricultural based-giveaway valued over $100.  We can use 

money to purchase program supplies (example: potatoes, carrots, flower pots, soil) for the 12 
interactive stations. 

 
Friends of Ag Day - $1 to $99 

 Listed in the donor brochure sent home to every student’s home. 
 On sponsorship list for media publication. 
 Recognition at Ag Day for being a sponsor. 
 Ideas for in-kind donation- Sponsor a child to attend- $25.  Donate an agricultural based-

giveaway valued up to $99.  We can use money to purchased program supplies (example: hand 
sanitizers for the 12 interactive stations). 
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We need over 300 volunteers to help with this program. Your company can provide volunteers 
to be presenters at one of the 12 interactive stations, be a group leader to lead a classroom 
from station to station, or help with safety coordination or in logistics.  Contact Abbey Averill at 
OSU Extension at 440-576-9008 for more details on volunteer opportunities. 
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2017 Ashtabula County Ag Day Sponsors 
 
Platinum Sponsorship  
Bill & Ruth Service Foundation 
Centerra Co-op 
Albert M. Ford Charitable Trust 
Ashtabula County Farm Bureau 
OSU Extension-Ashtabula County 
Ashtabula County Fair board 
 
Gold Sponsorship   
Ashtabula County Holstein Club  
Crosswinds Grille at the Lakehouse Inn 
John & Nancy Patterson 
Katherine S. Riedel – Attorney 
Hal & Constance Cooper 
Erie Bank- Dave Bogardus 
Country Doctor Veterinary Clinics in 
Jefferson, Geneva & Conneaut 
Jefferson Garden Club 
Linda Springer 
Red Eagle Distillery 
Western Reserve Animal Clinic 
Wright Farms, LTD 
 
Silver Sponsorship  
Alfa Creek Farms- Boggs Family 
Brian & Abbey Averill 
Ashtabula County Educational Foundation 
Barb Schaab, Ashtabula County Recorder 
Bossy’s Way Inc. 
Cherry Valley Slaughtering & Processing 
COBA Select Sires, Inc. 
Grand River Cellar Winery & Restaurant 
Grand Valley FFA Chapter 
H. Hamilton Farms LLC 
Cassie & Larry Korland 
Marrison Farms 
Bronze Sponsorship  
Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association 
American Legion Post 151 - Conneaut 
Ashtabula Local Food Council 
Arms Trucking Company 
Ashtabula County Soil & Water 
Conservation District 
Bissell Maple Farm 
Robin & Debbie Boggs & family 

Bronze Sponsorship (continued) 
Chalet Debonne Vineyards 
Ashtabula Co. Commissioner -Casey 
Kozlowski 
Bortnick Tractor Sales 
Brant’s Apple Orchard 
Countryside Vet Clinic 
Ashtabula Co. Commissioner - JP Ducro IV 
Easton Culligan 
Ferrante Winery 
Honey Hollow Herb Farm 
Brian & Jean Forman 
Tracey L. Housel 
The Jefferson Milling Company 
Jefferson Grange #1311 
Lenox Equipment Company, Inc 
Ohana Farm 
Piper Processing 
Pat & Ralph Pankowski 
Springer Dairy Farm 
Tony & Sue Stocker 
Roll’N B Cowboy Café LLC 
Eddie’s Grill & The Sezon Family 
Sherrie Tersigni 
Dan Whitmire 
 
Friends of Ag Day  
Roger & Shirley Corlett 
Cheryle Chiaramonte 
Covered Bridge Gardens 
Geauga Credit Union Inc. 
Mike & Wendy Gruskiewicz 
Mary Howe 
Kalas Dairy Farm 
Kassay’s Greenhouse 
Manner’s Christmas Tree Farm 
Mechling’s Maple Farm 
Pymatuning Valley Primary PTO Inc 
Pymatuning Valley FFA Chapter 
Saybrook Raiders 4-H Club 
Saybrook Grange #1739 
Sheffield Star Grange #1610 
Tree Tyme Nursery Inc 
Larry & Donniella Winchell 
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Upcoming Extension Program Dates 
 
The following programs have been scheduled for Northeast Ohio farmers.  Complete 
registration flyers can be found at: http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-
natural-resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines 
 
Women in Agriculture Programs 
January 13, 2018 
February 17, 2018 
March 17, 2018 
 
Private Pesticide Applicator & Fertilizer Re-certification Sessions 
January 12, 2018 from 8:00 to 12:00 noon in Ashtabula County 
February 2, 2018 from 8:00 to 12:00 noon in Geauga County 
February 9, 2018 from 10:00 to 3:00 p.m. in Portage County 
March 9, 2018 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. in Trumbull County 
 
Crop Lunch – What’s New with Dicamba 
Trumbull County Extension Office 11:30am – 2pm 
Wednesday, January 17, 2018 
 
Exploring the Small Farm Dream 
Saturday, January 20, 2018 
 
2018 Northeast Ohio Winter Agronomy School 
Wednesday February 21, 2018 
 
2018 Winter Beef School (Calving School) 
Thursday, February 22, 2018 
 
Backyard Chickens 
Trumbull County Extension Office 5-7pm 
Wednesday, March 14, 2018 
 
2018 Ashtabula County Dairy Banquet 
Saturday, March 24, 2018 
 
21st Annual Joe Bodnar Memorial Northern Classic Steer & Heifer Show 
Saturday, April 21, 2018 
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David Marrison      Lee Beers 

Ashtabula County Extension Office   Trumbull County Extension Office 

39 Wall Street      520 West Main Street 

Jefferson, OH 44047     Cortland, OH 44410 

440-576-9008      330-638-6783 

marrison.2@osu.edu     beers.66@osu.edu 

ashtabula.osu.edu      trumbull.osu.edu 

 



 

 

 



 Private Pesticide Applicator Re-Certification 
and Fertilizer Certification 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 
Does your Private Pesticide Applicator’s License expire on March 31, 2018?  If so, the 
Ashtabula County Extension office will be hosting a re-certification session for private pesticide 
applicators on Friday, January 12, 2018 at the Williamsfield Community Center from 8:00 to 11:00 
a.m.  This session will offer 3 credits for pesticide re-certification for CORE and All Categories (1-7). 
The cost of this session is $35 per registrant. 
 
Does your Fertilizer Certification expire on March 31, 2018?  If so, a fertilizer certification session 
will be held immediately following the pesticide re-certification session from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  
This session will allow farmers to renew their fertilizer certification (for farmers who apply commercial 
fertilizer to 50 or more acres).  The cost of this session is $10 per registrant. 
 
Pre-registration is required by January 4, 2018. A late fee of $25 will be added for any 
registrations made after this time (so make sure to register on time!).  Registration includes 
refreshments, speaker travel expenses, and program handouts.  New in 2018, all registrations have 
to be made on-line.  The registration link for this program is: www.cvent.com/d/htqj00  
The on-line registration procedure does allow for payment via a credit card or by mailing a check.  If 
you are unable to register on-line or need additional information about the registration process, 
please call the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008. 
 
Can’t Attend on January 12, 2018?  If you cannot attend on January 12, three other re-certification 
sessions will be held in northeast Ohio.  These will be 
in Geauga County: Friday, February 2, 2018 from 8:00 
a.m. to 12:00 noon; Portage County: Friday, February 
9, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.); and Trumbull 
County: Friday, March 9, 2018 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.  
Registration links and flyers can be obtained at: 
go.osu.edu/neohio-pat                    
 
Ashtabula County - January 12, 2018 
Williamsfield Community Center 
5920 State Route 322, Williamsfield, Ohio 44093 
 
 

 

Friday, January 12, 2018 
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

  Williamsfield Community Center
5920 State Route 322 

Williamsfield, Ohio 44093 
Registration begins at 7:37 a.m. 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to 
clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 

go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity 



OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  
Pesticide and Fertilizer Re-Certification Session 

Friday, January 12, 2018 
 

USE THIS FORM—IF YOU CAN NOT REGISTER ON-LINE 
 

 

Name________________________________   

Pesticide Applicator Number______________  Fertilizer Applicator Number_______________ 

Address______________________________  Email address__________________________ 

City__________________________________  State____________ Zipcode_____________  

Phone Number_________________________  County________________________     

Check the Categories Needed for Re-certification  

__Core    __1   __2    __3   __4   __5   __6   __7  ___Fertilizer 

 

Fee Required (check all that apply): 

Private Pesticide Applicator Re-Certification ($35 pre-registration)  $_____________ 

Commercial Fertilizer Applicator Re-Certification ($10)   $_____________ 

Late Registration Fee ($25-if applicable). If paid after January 4  $_____________ 

Total Fee Due         $_____________ 

 
 

Pre-registration is required by January 4, 2018. Late Fee Applies After this Time 

 

MAIL FORM & CHECK PAYABLE TO OSU EXTENSION TO: 

Ashtabula County Extension Office 

39 Wall Street 

Jefferson, OH 44047 

 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  



trumbull.osu.edu

Trumbull Crop Lunch 
What’s Going On With Dicamba?

Join us on Wednesday, January 17, 2018 for lunch at the Trumbull County Extension
office to learn about the current status of dicamba use in Ohio. Mark Loux and Peggy Hall
will be joining us via video link to discuss best practices for using a dicamba resistant
soybean program, updates from the ODA, and the Ohio Legislature. Pre-registration is
requested for an accurate count for food. A catered lunch is sponsored by the Trumbull
County Holstein Club.

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

CF A E S provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. F or more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

REGISTRATION INFORMATION: Cut at the dashed line, and mail lower portion with check payable to 
OSU Extension to OSU Extension Trumbull County, 520 West Main St. Suite #1, Cortland, OH 44410. 
On-site payment is available, but please call our office to let us know you will be attending so we have 
enough food. Call our office or email Lee Beers (beers.66@osu.edu) with any questions. 330-638-6783

Name: 

Address:

Email:

Phone:

Mark Loux, OSU Weed Scientist 
and

Peggy Hall, Professor of Ag Law

Cost is $5/person - includes lunch, pesticide and CCA 
credits

January 17, 2018
OSU Extension Office
520 West Main Street
Cortland, OH 44410

11:30 – Registration and Lunch
12:00 – Local Update
12:30 – Dicamba Update
2:00 – Adjourn 

Number attending ______ x $5/person = _____________ Enclosed



	2018 Northeast Ohio Small Farm Workshop  

  
 
 

 

 
 
 
The Ashtabula County Extension office is pleased to offer the 2018 Northeast Ohio Small 
Farm Workshop for new, existing, and aspiring farm businesses.  This workshop is designed 
to help landowners increase profits from their small acreage.  This program is open to all new 
or aspiring farmers, new rural landowners, small farmers, and farm families looking for new 
ideas.  
 
During this workshop, participants will be challenged to develop realistic expectations for their 
small farm.  Participants will learn how to develop a business plan 
for their operation.  During the workshop, participants will learn 
more about the current opportunities in small-scale farming; how to 
identify the strengths & weaknesses of your farm; how to keep 
records and develop budgets; and how to effectively price & market 
your products to consumers. Learn more about farm insurance, 
governmental assistance, farm taxes, and ways to mitigate risk. 
This workshop will provide the road map for small producers to 
move their hobby to a viable farm business. 
 
Make connections to resources, information and people that will help your farm business 
grow!  The registration fee for this workshop is $25 per person.  This includes a small farmer 
resource notebook, refreshments, and a hearty lunch!  Reservations are requested by Friday, 
January 12, 2018.  Space is limited to the first 35 registrants. We thank The Kellogg 
Insurance Agency for co-sponsoring this event. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Pre-registration is required by January 12, 2018. Registration fee is $25/per person.  Make checks payable 
to OSU Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you 
have any questions please call 440-576-9008.  
 
Name____________________________________  Phone_____________________ 
Address__________________________________  City__________________ Zipcode________ 
Email____________________________________    
# of Reservations_______________$25 per RSVP  
 

 
 
 

 

Saturday, January 20, 2018 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

  Ashtabula County Extension 
Office 

39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 
Registration begins at 8:37 a.m. 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For 

more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity 
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