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Hello, Northeast Ohio Counties!

The winter weather rollercoaster 
continues for Northeast Ohio. 
According to the that ground dwelling 
rodent we will have another 6 weeks 
of winter, and I would rather have 
winter instead of this wet, muddy 
mess that we have in Trumbull. 

Our NE Ohio Agronomy School is a 
little later this year, but be sure to get 
it on your calendar for March 15th. We 
have a great lineup of speakers to 
help with management decisions for 
2017. We hope to see you all there!

David Marrison 
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Ashtabula County

Lee Beers
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Trumbull County
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Tax Outlook- The Truth is in the Detail 
By David Marrison, Written for the Farm & Dairy Newspaper (February 9, 2017)  
 
Well the furry weather forecaster, Punxsutawney Phil, woke up last 
Thursday and saw his shadow.  According to folklore, this means we can 
expect six more weeks of winter.  This is no surprise for many of us here 
in northeast Ohio.  We actually expect winter to be like winter.  One of the 
joys of winter for me is that OSU Extension gets to offer a ton of 
educational programs for our farmers.  I like to refer to it as our planting 
season as we get to share information which will help farmers grow their 
businesses and increase profitability.  As part of our information planting, 
a group of OSU Extension Educators and Specialists traveled around the state the last two weeks to 
discuss the “agriculture outlook” for 2017.   
 
As with most years, we discussed the market outlook for corn, soybean, wheat, dairy, swine and beef 
cattle.  Additionally, this year’s meetings took a peak at the policy and tax changes which may be on the 
horizon with a Republican controlled Presidency and Congress.  I was excited to be able to speak at part 
of these outlook meetings and share the tax outlook.  As an economist, it is a really fun time predicting 
what might be in store for us.  Most of the experts are saying we will see the most comprehensive tax 
reform since the tax reforms of 1986 by President Ronald Reagan.   
 
Some of these proposed tax changes could happen while others will just be fodder for talk shows and 
news columns like this one.  Given the shift of control to the Republican side of the aisle, it is wise to look 
at the “A Better Way” report released by Speaker Paul Ryan last summer for some potential tax reforms.  
For those who want more insight, the complete report can be found at: 
http://abetterway.speaker.gov/_assets/pdf/ABetterWay-Tax-PolicyPaper.pdf.  So let’s peak into the 
crystal ball….. 
 
Estate Tax- At the beginning of January, House Resolution 198 titled the “Death Tax Repeal Act of 2017” 
was introduced into Congress and it currently sits in the Ways & Means Committee 
(https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/198).  This bill is seeking to eliminate the 
federal estate tax.  This is one area where I caution us to be careful of what you wish for!  On the outside 
this may look like a good move but in the long run it could mean higher taxes for farmers and small 
businesses. 
 
Currently, Americans can pass on $5,490,000 to their heir(s) tax free when they die.  The federal estate 
tax law also includes portability to a spouse which essentially means as a couple we can pass on a 
combined $10.98 million tax free to our heirs.  Even better, Ohio, led by Governor Kasich, repealed the 
Ohio Estate tax in 2013. So, if your estate is less than $5.49 million as an individual or $10.98 million as 
a married couple you should have very little concern in this area.  And given that less than 0.2 percent of 
all estates are subject to federal estate tax each year, should this really be on the chopping block?   
 
So what am I concerned about?  The introduced bill has very little in the way of detail.  And the detail will 
be important.  One item that could disappear if the estate tax is eliminated is the ability for heirs to “step-
up” the value of the inherited assets to its current market value at death.  During the outlook meetings, 
we were able to show the significant loss this would be to the American farmer.   
 
Again, the detail in the Repeal Act will be important.  It has been suggested a complete repeal of the 
estate tax could pave way for a capital gains tax collection at death.  So imagine your heirs having to pay 
a 20% capital gain tax on the assets from your estate when you die.  For a $2.5 million dollar farm in 
Ohio, this would mean $500,000 in taxes versus $0 under our current system.  Ouch!  Be careful what 



 

 

you wish for as the truth will be in the detail!  We need to know what a repeal of the federal estate tax 
actually means. 
Complete Expensing of Equipment & Buildings- The administration is also advocating for businesses to 
be able to completely write-off the expense of any building or equipment in the year of its purchase 
instead of recovering its value through a depreciation schedule.  This too could have some unattended 
consequences.  Again, the truth will be in the detail. 
 
I think it matters very little on how we recapture the cost of these purchases. We have used Accelerated 
Bonus Depreciation and Section 179 for fifteen years to recapture the cost of capital purchases quicker.  
My main concern is that complete expensing could cause a Net Operating Loss.  This could lead to the 
farm family not paying anything into Social Security and Medicare or at such a low level that it would 
affect their retirement years.  So while it may look good in the short term, without changes to how we pay 
into Social Security, it could lead to farmers not having enough eligible quarters to retire or be covered 
under Medicare.  Again, be careful for what you wish for as the truth will be in the detail. 
 
Border Adjustment Tax (BAT)- There has been a lot of chatter on the potential impact of implementing a 
border adjustment tax or BAT.  This tax would be a huge change in the way we do business as 
Americans.  Currently, products shipped overseas bear the cost of income tax where imported products 
don’t.  In short, it could be considered a tariff without being called such.  It would be a huge revenue 
source for the government and would promote domestic production.  It is similar to the Value Added Tax 
used by many of our trading partners. The BAT along coupled with the proposed reductions in the tax 
rates for businesses should be a major catalyst for businesses here in the United States.   
 
So, how will the BAT impact agriculture?  More specifically, how will it affect our trade relations especially 
with the top three international buyers of agricultural exports- Canada, China, and Mexico?   I think most 
sectors of the economy will be weighing in on the BAT issue.  Many retailers are very opposed to a 
border tax as a large percentage of the products they sell are imported.  For agriculture, it is anticipated it 
would add 10-15% to some of the costs of our inputs such as diesel fuel and to other inputs such as 
fertilizer and equipment.  The BAT debate is going to be fascinating to watch.  Make sure to keep asking 
your legislators how it will impact agriculture! 
 
Summary- My recommendation is not to fall asleep on policy and tax reform in 2017.  Be engaged, ask 
questions and ask how it will impact your operation and our entire industry in the short term as well as 
long term.   To close I would like to share a quote from Sharon Salzberg who stated, “Patience doesn't 
mean making a pact with the devil of denial, ignoring our emotions and aspirations. It means being 
wholeheartedly engaged in the process that's unfolding, rather than ripping open a budding flower or 
demanding a caterpillar hurry up and get that chrysalis stage over with.”  Have a good and safe day. 

 
Northeast Ohio Agronomy School to be held on March 15 in Williamsfield, Ohio 
 
The OSU Extension offices in Northeast Ohio are pleased to be offering the “2017 Northeast Ohio 
Agronomy School” on Wednesday, March 15, 2017 from 9:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the Williamsfield 
Community Center located at 5920 State Route 322 in Williamsfield, Ohio.  With profit margins 
decreasing it will be vital for crop producers to get the biggest bang from the dollars they invest in land 
rental, seed and fertilizer, technology, chemicals, and crop protection in 2017. A full day of topics with 
seven different speakers has been planned for producers to learn more about the major issues impacting 
corn and soybean production in northeast Ohio.   
 
Morning Session- David Marrison, OSU Extension Educator for Ashtabula County will kick off the 
morning session helping farmers learn how to comply with the revised Worker Protection Standards 
which went into effect on January 1, 2017.  Learn about the new training requirements, medical fit tests, 
and the new record keeping requirements.  Les Ober, CCA & Program Assistant for OSU Extension 
Geauga County, will then share strategies for managing herbicide resistant weeds.  Marestail has 
become a huge problem in fields across northeast Ohio.  Mr. Ober’s discussion will include more 
information about a new weed, Palmer amaranth and information on the Roundup, Liberty and 



 

 

ExtendiMax herbicide programs.  Russ Coltman, Founder of Coltman Information Management in 
Conneaut, Ohio will teach producers how to develop a Success Score Card for their farm.  Learn how to 
rate your Financial, Leadership, Marketing, Production, Technology and Wellness Skills and learn how 
each can drive or stall your business. With profits at historic low levels, it will be important for farmers to 
analyze all aspects of their business. 
 
Lunch- As always, a hearty farmer lunch prepared by Lahti Catering means attendees will not go away 
hungry! This lunch is sponsored by W.I. Miller & Sons of Farmdale, Ohio and each of our program 
sponsors will provide a short industry update during lunch.  
 
Afternoon Session- Dr. Anne Dorrance, OSU Professor in Soybean Pathology, will provide an update on 
OSU Extension’s research on white mold.  Dr. Dorrance will also discuss using seed treatments and if 
there is an economic payback to using them. Dr. Pierce Paul, OSU Associate Professor in Cereal Grain 
Pathology, will then provide an update on small grain diseases and share information on some of the 
corn ear diseases which are being seen across Ohio.  Dr. Andy Michel, OSU Associate Professor & Field 
Crop Entomologist, will share tips for dealing with insects in field crops.  He will share more information 
about the Western Bean Cutworm and provide an update on some of the Cry1F failures experienced in 
Ohio in 2016.  And last but not least Glen Arnold, OSU Associate Professor & Field Specialist Manure 
Nutrient Management Systems, will be on hand to share the results from manure application studies and 
how producers can reduce nitrogen costs by side dressing with manure from a neighboring dairy farm.   
 
Sponsors & Credits- This workshop is sponsored by the OSU Extension offices in Ashtabula, Trumbull & 
Geauga Counties with support from W.I. Miller & Sons & the Ohio Soybean Council.  Certified Crop 
Advisor and Private & Commercial Pesticide Credits have been applied for.   
 
Registration-The registration fee for this workshop is $10.00/per person and includes refreshments, 
lunch, speaker travel expenses, and program handouts.  2017 Weed Control Guides will be on sale for 
$16 at the workshop. Pre-registration is required by March 8, 2017.  Make checks payable to OSU 
Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. A 
registration flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events   More information can be received by 
calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008. 
 
Mycorrhizae: Super Highways to Soil Health 
By Tanner Ehmke 
Source: https://dl.sciencesocieties.org/publications/cns/articles/0/0/cs2017.50.0106  
 
Mycorrhizae, a special class of fungi that live in the 
soil, are an important member of the 
microorganism community that’s often overlooked 
when farmers and their CCAs look to improve the 
functionality of the soils they manage. This fungi 
serves as a conduit between plant roots and the 
soil and has a symbiotic relationship with crops 
where root systems trade carbohydrates with 
strings of mycorrhizae. The fungal community, 
meanwhile, returns nutrients and water that are 
pulled from regions of the soil profile that is 
inaccessible from the plant’s own root system. 
Mycorrhizae also serve the critical function of 
converting nutrients into a usable form for the 
plant. 
 
This symbiotic relationship that plants and mycorrhizae fungi share is an important part of soil health and 
crop performance, says Dr. Mario Tenuta, soil ecologist at the University of Manitoba. Preserving this 



 

 

important network of fungi, though, normally isn’t top of mind for growers or their CCAs when deciding on 
a crop rotation or when managing soil health. 
 
Preserving and encouraging a healthy colony of mycorrhizae can be an important factor in crop 
performance for almost all agriculturally important plants, Tenuta notes, with some crops heavily 
dependent on the fungi for nutrient acquisition. 
 
“For some crops like flax, they really, really need mycorrhizae fungi,” Tenuta says. “It’s really a poor 
acquirer of phosphorus. Without a healthy mycorrhizae colony, the concern to the farmer would be lower 
yields, or he would have to compensate by ensuring that the phosphorus soil test levels were high.” 
The network of mycorrhizae fungi are built of hyphae, or hair-like chains of cells, that branch throughout 
the soil profile, penetrating deep into narrow pores where the plant’s larger root system are unable to 
reach. The mycorrhizae hyphae can reach up to 100 times longer than the plant’s own root system, 
according to research, thereby extending the plant’s ability to mine the soil and increase nutrient 
absorption rates. The web of mycorrhizal fungi increases uptake of nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P), sulfur 
(S), zinc (Zn), potassium (K), magnesium (Mg), manganese (Mn), copper (Cu), aluminum (Al), silicon 
(Si), calcium (Ca), iron (Fe), and water by the plant. Phosphorus, in particular, is the nutrient that 
mycorrhizae are crucial for converting to a usable form and making available to plants. 
 
Meanwhile, the plant’s root system, in turn, supports the mycorrhizae network by feeding carbohydrates 
to the hyphae that have attached to the root’s cells, promoting the fungi’s growth and development. The 
hyphae also act as a conduit for delivering carbohydrates to other microorganisms teaming in the soil 
profile. 
 
With mycorrhizae hyphae acting as a “super highway” for nutrients, carbohydrates, and moisture moving 
through the soil profile, crops benefit from increased vigor, productivity, and ability to withstand stress 
from drought and pathogens while lowering fertility and irrigation needs, researchers say. 
Switching to no-till or minimum tillage, planning for the right crop rotations, and employing the right 
fertility program, Tenuta says, can promote this vital fungal community with long-term benefits. 
 
Reduce or eliminate tillage 
Promoting the symbiotic relationship of crops, soil microorganisms, and mycorrhizae can take years, 
Tenuta says, making the reduction or elimination of tillage an important practice to keep the mycorrhizal 
hyphae intact. 
 
“Reduce or eliminate tillage to preserve the network of mycorrhizae in the soil profile,” Tenuta stresses. 
While the fungal network provides a multitude of benefits to plant health and vitality, the strings of 
mycorrhizal hyphae also contribute to soil health much like organic matter does by helping soil particles 
like sand, silt, and clay aggregate and form clumps, he adds. 
 
The clumps of soil, in turn, create a more structured soil profile that further increases water filtration and 
aeration for plant performance. 
 
Tillage, though, will immediately destroy the network in the soil that can take years to rebuild. Fallow 
periods, drought that results in crop failures where roots are unable to feed the mycorrhizal hyphae, and 
prolonged flooding that cause mycorrhizae to die in the anaerobic environment can all result in the 
intricate network of fungi weakening, Tenuta adds. 
 
Destroying the web of fungi with tillage would have the same effect of reducing the soil’s organic matter 
and water-holding capacity. Rebuilding that network would also result in a net cost of energy to the plant. 
“Tillage disintegrates a mycorrhizae network, and the plant has to rebuild it,” Tenuta explains. “That 
results in an energy cost to the plant. If you go with no-till, that would help with early-season acquisition 
[of moisture and nutrients] by mycorrhizae.” 
 
Rotations 



 

 

Mycorrhizal fungi require a host plant in which to grow and reproduce, but some plants have a more 
symbiotic relationship with the fungi than others. 
 
Research at the University of Manitoba shows that a multitude of crops—with the exception of brassicas 
like canola, mustard, and rapeseed that do not need mycorrhizae to acquire P—are particularly 
dependent on mycorrhizal fungi for the uptake of mobile nutrients. 
 
Tenuta notes that in regions like the Canadian Prairies where canola is a popular crop among farmers, 
rotations heavy with canola can starve mycorrhizal fungi over time. Picking the right crop rotation that 
includes more cereal crops like wheat, he says, will help support the fungal population. 
“The worst-case scenario is where we have a crop that doesn’t have any establishment with the 

mycorrhizae, such as canola, rapeseed, or 
mustard or some other minor crops like 
buckwheat, which is then followed in the 
next growing season with a crop that’s very 
dependent on mycorrhizae, like flax, corn, 
and sunflowers,” Tenuta explains. “The 
early-season establishment with those crops 
is very low because a lot of the fungus has 
died because it hadn’t been fed the previous 
year. As a result, early phosphorus 
acquisition is slowed down. That could be a 
problem because in many crops, the 
phosphorus is taken up soon after emerging 
or early in the vegetative state.” 
 

Other rotational practices like fallowing for 
long periods of time, he adds, also will 

result in mycorrhizal fungi to die off. Or, if there’s a crop failure, the mycorrhizal community can also 
weaken. 
 
Continually growing crops that don’t promote the mycorrhizae community, Tenuta stresses, will ultimately 
penalize the grower via lower crop yields or higher fertilizer costs. Planning ahead of time to ensure that 
crops that are beneficial to mycorrhizal are interspersed in the rotation if growers intend on growing 
brassicas like canola is an important step to maintaining the health of the fungal community. 
 
And, if growers must fallow a field in instances where crop production isn’t possible, such as following a 
flood, Tenuta encourages farmers to grow cover crops, or green manure, to support mycorrhizae with an 
active and growing root system. According to research, the continual presence of a host plant such as a 
winter cover crop or perennial weed provides conditions favorable to mycorrhizal colonization. 
 
“We could find a benefit just to put in a crop as a green manure to encourage that we have mycorrhizal 
dependency and promotion of the mycorrhizae,” Tenuta says. “Of course, don’t plant a mustard or a 
canola for green manure, but instead, go with a different crop like grass or another broadleaf.” 
 
Fertilizer and inoculation 
Mycorrhizae are needed for phosphorus acquisition in numerous crops. But, if the mycorrhizae network 
is insufficient to synthesize phosphorus and deliver it to the plant’s roots, Tenuta says adding starter P 
fertilizer will help the crop with critical early establishment. 
 
“Starter phosphorus can overcome population reduction of mycorrhizae,” Tenuta notes, adding that the 
fertilizer can be placed with the seed or banded to encourage the early-season uptake. 
Use of starter fertilizer is beneficial in compensating for the loss of fungi, according to studies, but the 
need for starter P fertilizer is reduced when fungi populations increase with the presence of a crop. 

Photo courtesy of USDA-NRCS. 



 

 

Long-term P fertilization, though, will have a negative effect on mycorrhizae and can reduce colonization 
significantly over time, even when P fertilization rates are low, studies show. 
 
Inoculating fields is one measure farmers can use to improve mycorrhizae populations in the short term, 
Tenuta adds. 
 
“You can buy a bag of mycorrhizae at your nursery or your local greenhouse,” he says. “But, farmers will 
have to consider the cost of inoculation. In vegetable production, inoculation might make more sense 
economically.” 
Tenuta stresses that making the most of mycorrhizae is a multi-faceted approach. With better 
understanding of this important fungal community, growers and their CCAs can encourage its 
development with planning and preparation. The long-term benefits of a vibrant mycorrhizal network, he 
says, are a more productive and profitable cropping system. 
 
Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association to Hold Meeting on February 18, 2017 
The next meeting of the Ashtabula County Bee Keepers Association will be Saturday February 18, 2017 
at the Ashtabula County Extension Office located at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson, Ohio.  The meeting will 
begin with a Pot Luck Dinner at noon.  Please bring a dish/dessert to share. The meeting will begin at 
1:00 p.m. with an Open Topic plus Mystery Speaker.  Contact Sharon Riccio at sjriccio@yahoo.com 
for more details about the meeting. 
 
2017-2018 Ashtabula County Beef Scholarships Applications Available 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association are pleased to announce they will be 
awarding two youth beef scholarships for the 2017-2018 school year.  One $1,000 scholarship will be 
awarded to a deserving 2017 High School Senior who will be attending an accredited full four year 
college or an accredited two year technical institute in 2017-2018. In addition, one $500 scholarship will 
be awarded to a current College Student who is currently attending an accredited full four year college or 
an accredited two year technical institute.   
 
Applicants must be resident of Ashtabula County. The first preference by the Ashtabula County 
Cattlemen’s Association is the scholarships be awarded to deserving students who have been involved 
in the beef industry as a youth.  Examples of this could include: working on a family beef operation; 
involved with a beef project through 4-H or FFA; or works on a local beef farm. The second preference 
for the scholarship recipients would be awarded to students who are currently or will be studying a beef 
related field in accredited full four year college or an accredited two year technical institute.  Previous 
winners of the $1,000 High School Senior Scholarship are eligible to apply for the $500 College 
Scholarship.  However, the $500 college scholarship can only be received once by a student during their 
college career. 
 
Applications must be received by the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association by May 1, 2017 by 4:30 
p.m. for consideration for the scholarship.  No late applications will be considered.  The application can 
be obtained at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events   Additional information can be obtained by calling the 
Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008. 
 
Join OSU Extension Specialists to Learn More About the Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) 
Trumbull County Extension will be hosting OSU Veterinary Specialists Jeffery Workman, Luciana De 
Costa, and Muhammed El Gazzar remotely on February 23rd from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. as they discuss 
what you need to know to comply with the new VFD. As many of you know, the VFD was implemented 
by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to reduce the volume of antimicrobials fed to livestock in an 
effort to reduce antibiotic resistance. Medicated feeds that were once readily available now require a 
VFD, or a prescription from a veterinarian. The VFD went into effect on January 1st, and there still 
remains confusion about the directive, and what a producer/retailer must do to comply.  
 
Come join us for this FREE event to make sure that your farm is in compliance, or your 4-H project is 
ready. The specialists will be joining us remotely via video conferencing at the Trumbull County Ag and 



 

 

Family Education Center, 520 West Main St, Cortland, OH 44410 (OSU Extension Office) from 6-8pm on 
February 23rd. Space is limited, so we please ask that you call 330-638-6783 to reserve your spot.    
 
Applications for 2017 Ashtabula County Dairy Princess Being Accepted 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Dairy Service Unit Board of Directors are pleased to 
announce that applications are now being accepted for the 2017 Ashtabula County’s Dairy Princess 
Program.     
 
This year’s princess will be crowned at the 67th Annual Ashtabula County Dairy Banquet on Saturday 
evening, March 18, 2017 at the Augustus Center at Camp Beaumont in Rock Creek, Ohio.  As part of the 
competition, each contestant will be interviewed by a panel of judges and be required to present a two-
minute speech relating to the dairy industry or her involvement in dairying.   The new princess will be 
selected based on her interview score in combination with a vote of the dairy producers in attendance at 
the banquet. 
 
Contestants must have a dairy background and reside or work on a milk producing dairy farm or have 
specific interests in dairy, dairy veal, or dairy feeder 4-H or FFA projects.  They must be a 15-25 year old 
resident of Ashtabula County. Application forms are now available at the OSU Extension office in 
Jefferson and can be received by calling 440-576-9008.  The application deadline for this contest is 
March 1, 2017. 
 
Trumbull County Master Gardeners Event – Gardening with Native Plants 
Trumbull County Master Gardeners will be hosting Ellen Speicher on February 16th from 10am-12pm at 
the Trumbull County Ag Center as she discusses how to incorporate native plants into your landscape. 
Native plants are well suited for this environment, and by choosing the appropriate plants, you could 
have a low/no maintenance garden that is resistant to most pests.  
 
This event is open to the public and costs $15/person. Payment can be made at the door, but we do ask 
that you pre-register by calling 330-638-6783. The Trumbull County Ag Center is at 520 West Main St., 
Cortland, OH 44410.  
 
Ashtabula County Dairy Banquet to be held on Saturday, March 18, 2017 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Dairy Service Unit are pleased to announce the 67th Annual 
Dairy banquet will be held at the Augustus Center at Camp Beaumont located at 2429 State Route 45 in 
Rock Creek, Ohio beginning promptly at 7 p.m.  The banquet program will consist of the crowning of the 
2017 Dairy Princess; the presentation of production and 4-H awards; and the election of two members to 
the Dairy Service Unit Board.  Tickets are $15 per person and can be purchased  from Dairy Service Unit 
Board members, Tom Coltman of Wayne, Joel Baldwin of Sheffield; Jason Brinker of Rock Creek; 
Lindsey Zaebst of Roaming Shores, Lisa Kalas of Jefferson; and from David Marrison at the Ashtabula 
County Extension office at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson.  Pre-sale tickets are required this year.  Please 
purchase your ticket by March 10, 2017.  For more information about this program contact the Ashtabula 
County Extension office at 440-576-9008. 
 
 
Ashtabula County Extension Looking for Summer College Student Assistant 
OSU Extension in Ashtabula County is looking for a Summer College Student Assistant to assist with the 
summer 4-H Youth Development program.  The purpose of this county based extension internship 
program is to provide an opportunity for a college student to gain workforce preparation skills to prepare 
them for success as they enter the first position of their professional careers.  This summer position 
provides valuable pre-professional experience for educational and community based careers. 
 
The Student Assistant will be provided with a variety of county-based Extension workforce experiences.  
Job responsibilities include but are not limited to:  assisting the County Staff with Summer Youth Camps, 
Summer School Enrichment programs, and Junior Fair activities.  Applicants must have completed one 
year of college and have evidence of successful leadership experience in 4-H, school and/or community 



 

 

organizations.  Candidates should be self-motivated, possess strong organizational skills and must be 
available to work a flexible schedule including occasional nights and weekends. 
 
This student will be employed for a maximum of 15 weeks with proposed hourly wage is $10-$12.50 per 
hour depending on qualifications. Reimbursement for official job travel will be provided according to 
Extension travel policy.   The successful applicant will be required to pass a criminal background check.  
Interested individuals should complete the employment application and submit a cover letter and resume 
at http://go.osu.edu/OSUextensionapplication prior to February 19, 2017. Please contact Jenna Hoyt at 
the Ashtabula County Extension Office at 440-576-9008 for more information. 
 
Love Your Soil, Love Your Water: Valentine’s Day Cover Crop Workshop  
The Portage County Soil & Water Conservation District will be hosting a Cover Crop Workshop on 
Tuesday, February 14, 2017, 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. at the Portage SWCD Meeting Room 6970 State Route 
88, Ravenna 44266. Cover crops improve farm productivity and farm profitability while also providing 
valuable environmental benefits.  Cover crops build soil health which reduces soil erosion and storm 
water run-off.  Keeping soil in place is critical for nutrient management and water quality. Two of Ohio’s 
leading experts will talk about how to incorporate cover crops into your farm plan. 
 
Presenters for this event are: 

- Jim Hoorman, Northeast Region NRCS-Soil Health Division 
       Using Soil Health and Cover Crops to Improve Water Quality 

- David Brandt, Walnut Creek Seeds, LLC 
       How to Incorporate Cover Crops into Your Farm Plan  
 
To register contact Marybeth at mwillett@portageswcd.org or (call (330) 297-7633 x3.  The registration 
deadline is Feb. 10, 2017. 
 
 
New Pesticide Applicator Training and Testing Dates for Northeast Ohio 
There are many upcoming opportunities for anyone looking to obtain a new private or commercial 
pesticide applicators license in Northeast Ohio. OSU Extension will be offering a training session for new 
applicators that will help participants prepare for the CORE pesticide license exam. The class will be 
offered on March 14 at the Trumbull County Extension office in Cortland, OH. Both classes are 
scheduled from 1:00 to 4:30 p.m. and cost $35/person which includes CORE study materials and light 
refreshments. To register for the Geauga class call 440- 834-4656 and to register for the Trumbull class 
call 330-638-6783.  
 
Pesticide License Exams have been scheduled for the following dates in Ashtabula, Geauga, and 
Trumbull Counties. To register for the exams visit the Ohio Department of Ag’s website 
(http://www.agri.ohio.gov/apps/odaprs/pestfert-prs-index.aspx) and choose the date and location that fits 
your schedule best.  
 
Ashtabula County    March 8th 
 
Geauga County    February 22nd, March 22nd, April 26th, May 24th, and June 28th 
 
Trumbull County   February 13th, March 13th, April 10th, and May 8th.  
 
*Testing begins at 10am at all locations and dates.  
 
Northeast Ohio Pesticide Re-certification Sessions to be Held Across Region 
Does your Private Pesticide Applicator’s License expire on March 31, 2017?  If so, OSU Extension in 
Northeast Ohio has planned three pesticide re-certification sessions for producers.  Only one session 
remains on February 8 at the Trumbull County Extension office.  Each of these sessions will offer 3 



 

 

credits for pesticide re-certification for CORE and All Categories (1-6). Private Pesticide Applicators are 
encouraged to choose the session which best fits their schedule the best.    
 
Additionally, a special session will be held during the same day and location for private pesticide 
applicators who would like to complete their Commercial Fertilizer Application Certification.  Due to 
Ohio’s new legislation, any producer who applies commercial fertilizer to 50 or more acres must be 
certified by no later than September 30, 2017.  Attend this session to complete your certification.   
 
The time and location for the remaining sessions is:  
Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at the Trumbull County Extension office in Cortland, Ohio. 
Private Pesticide from 9:00 to 12:00 noon & Fertilizer Applicator Certification from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 
The registration fee is $35/per person for the private pesticide applicator re-certification.  There is no fee 
for the fertilizer certification session.  A hearty farmer’s lunch and refreshments will be provided for 
attendees for a fee $10/person.  Pre-registration is required eight days prior to the session date.  An 
additional late registration fee of $25 per person will be added for any late registration.  Make checks 
payable to OSU Extension and mail to OSU Extension-Geauga County, PO Box 387, Burton, Ohio 
44021. More information can be obtained by calling the Geauga County Extension office 440-834-4656. 
A registration flyer can also be obtained at: flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events. 
 
Obtain Your Fertilizer Certification Before September, 2017 
Due to Ohio’s new legislation, any farmer who applies commercial fertilizer to 50 or more acres must 
attend a fertilizer certification class no later than September 30, 2017.  The OSU Extension offices in 
northeast Ohio will be offering 3 hour certification sessions 
monthly in 2017 so that producers may obtain their 
certification. Farmers (from any county) are welcome to 
attend the session which fits their schedule best.  
 
Who needs a fertilizer certification? 
Fertilizer certification is required if you apply fertilizer (other 
than manure) to more than 50 acres used for agricultural 
production grown primarily for sale. If you have the co-op or 
other custom applicator make your fertilizer applications, 
you do not need the certification. 
 
What fertilizer is included in the certification? 
Fertilizer is any substance containing nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, or other plant nutrient in a dry or 
liquid formulation. All application types (broadcast, side dress, sub-surface, knifing, etc.) are included in 
the certification requirement. The only application exempted is start-up fertilizers that are applied through 
a planter. Lime and limestone are not considered fertilizers in the certification process. 
 
Who is exempt from the training requirement? 
Applicators who are a Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) or Ohio Certified Livestock Manager (CLM) are not 
required to attend training to become certified for fertilizer applications. They, however, must register with 
the Ohio Department of Agriculture. 
 
When do I need the certification? 
The certification must be obtained by September 30, 2017.  
 
Date    Location      Time 
February 8, 2017  Trumbull County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
March 21, 2017   Ashtabula County Extension Office   6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  
April 12, 2017   Geauga County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
May 10, 2017   Trumbull County Extension Office   6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
June 14, 2017   Ashtabula County Extension Office   9:00 to 12:00 noon 



 

 

August 17, 2017  Trumbull County Field Day (location TBD)  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
September 14, 2017  Geauga County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

 
There is no registration fee to attend any of the sessions.  However, pre-registration is required as only 
40 persons can attend each session.  All registrations will be handled through the Geauga County 
Extension office.  Mail the registration form to OSU Extension-Geauga County, PO Box 387, Burton, 
Ohio 44021. You can also call the Geauga County Extension office (440-834-4656) to registration or to 
obtain more information. A registration flyer can also be obtained at: flyer can be found at: 
http://go.osu.edu/ne-events. 
 
OSU Extension Pilots a Pesticide Container Recycling Program  
Farming generates a large amount of plastics that need to be recycled or 
disposed of in some manner, and all too often these plastics end up on 
the burn pile. OSU Extension is currently testing a program that will take 
your empty, triple rinsed pesticide containers and recycle them into 
plastic drainage tile. The program consists of distributing large plastic 
collection bags throughout the county to store recyclable containers, and 
once there are 36 full bags (a semi load) within the county, the bags will 
be picked up and shipped to Iowa. As you can imagine, it will take a lot of farming to accumulate a semi-
trailer load of containers, so we need as many participants as possible to make this program a success.  
 
If you live in Ashtabula or Trumbull counties, and would like to participate in this program please call Lee 
Beers at 330-638-6783 or email me at beers.66@osu.edu. I will deliver as many collection bags as you 
would like and will keep you updated on the progress toward pickup. This is a FREE program and we 
would like as many participants as possible.  
 
Donors Sought for 2017 Ashtabula County Ag Day 
On May 13, 2016 nearly 1,200 members of the class of 2027 descended on the Ashtabula County 
Fairgrounds to participate in Ashtabula County’s “Ag Day.”   Coordinated by OSU Extension and the 
Ashtabula County Farm Bureau, the primary goal of this event was to educate first graders on where 
their food comes from and to showcase the different types of agricultural commodities which are being 
produced in Ashtabula County.   
 
During this interactive day, students were able to get up close and 
personal with farm animals, crops, fruits, and vegetables at twelve 
interactive stations relating to our county’s agriculture.  During the 
day, the students:  

Ø Learned about bees, dairy cows, sheep, horses, beef cows, 
goats, pigs, alpacas, chickens, ducks, and turkeys.   

Ø Made their own home-made butter and tried their hand at 
milking a cow.   

Ø Learned how seeds are planted to give us an array of tasty 
fruit and vegetables and how they are processed into foods 
that we enjoy.   

Ø Learned what type of machinery is used in agriculture.  
Ø Learned the importance of healthy nutrition and exercise. 

 
Ashtabula County’s Ag Day program has become a community 
supported effort as over 300 volunteers and donors help to make this 
day a reality for the students.  The cost of hosting this event is nearly $11,000 (both monetary and in-
kind) and without the support of many this program would not be possible.  We are asking local 
Ashtabula County farms, agribusinesses, and supporters of Ashtabula County Agriculture to 
consider being a donor for the 2017 Ag Day which will be held on Friday, May 12, 2017.  We are 
once again offering 5 levels of sponsorship: 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Northeast Ohio Agriculture 11 OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
  Northeast Ohio Counties 
 

Ø Platinum Sponsorship -$1,000 and over 
Ø Gold Sponsorship -  $500 to $999  
Ø Silver Sponsorship -  $250 to $499   

 

 
Ø Bronze Sponsorship - $100 to $249  
Ø Friends of Ag Day -  $1 to $99 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hydrangea School to be Held on May 3, 2017 in Jefferson, Ohio 
The Ashtabula County Extension office is pleased to be offering a Hydrangea School on Wednesday, May 3, 
2017 at the Ashtabula County Extension Office located at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson, Ohio from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. 
 
Join OSU Extension Educator Eric Barrett to discover the world of hydrangeas. Learn about types, care, 
pruning and bloom times. You’ll receive a quick reference chart to take to the garden center and a hydrangea 
plant to take home. 
 
The registration fee for this workshop is $30 per person.  Please make checks payable to OSU Extension. 
Registration includes handouts, light refreshments and a hydrangea plant to take home for your  
landscape. Please mail completed registration form to OSU Extension, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, Ohio 
44047. Due to space limitations, this program will be limited to the first 50 registrants.  First come, first served 
basis. For questions, please call 440-576-9008.  A registration flyer can also be obtained at: flyer can be found 
at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events. 
 
 
David’s Weekly News Column 
Published in the Jefferson Gazette on February 8, 2017 and the Ashtabula County Star Beacon on February 
12, 2017. 
 
Hello Ashtabula County!  Well the furry weather forecaster, Punxsutawney Phil, woke 
up on February 2 and saw his shadow.  According to folklore, this means we can 
expect six more weeks of winter.  This is no surprise for many of us here in Ashtabula 
County.  We actually expect winter to be like winter.  One of the great aspects of winter 
for me is that OSU Extension gets to offer a ton of educational programs for our 
farmers.  I like to refer to it as our planting season as we get to help farmers learn 

&--------------------------------------------------------------&--------------------------------------------------------------------& 
Yes, I would like to be a sponsor of the 2017 Ag Day! 
Sponsor Name(s)_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone____________________________ Email_____________________________________ 
 
$_______Platinum  $_______Gold     $_______Silver     $_______Bronze    $_______Friends of Ag Day 
 
_____In-Kind, I can offer the following in-kind support______________________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to: OSU Extension 
 
Return to: OSU Extension, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047 
 
For More Information:  440-576-9008 
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concepts which will help grow their businesses and increase profitability.  Today, I would like to share details 
on one such program- the Northeast Ohio Winter Agronomy School. 
 
The OSU Extension offices in Northeast Ohio are pleased to be offering the “2017 Northeast Ohio 
Agronomy School” on Wednesday, March 15, 2017 from 9:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the Williamsfield Community 
Center located at 5920 State Route 322 in Williamsfield, Ohio.  With profit margins decreasing it will be vital for 
crop producers to get the biggest bang from the dollars they invest in land rental, seed and fertilizer, 
technology, chemicals, and crop protection in 2017.  
 
We will have full day of topics with seven different speakers discussing the major issues impacting corn and 
soybean production in northeast Ohio.  I will kick off the day helping farmers learn how to comply with the 
revised Worker Protection Standards which went into effect on January 1, 2017.  Learn about the new training 
requirements, medical fit tests, and the new record keeping requirements. 
 
Les Ober, CCA & Program Assistant for OSU Extension Geauga County, will then share strategies for 
managing herbicide resistant weeds.  Marestail has become a huge problem in Ashtabula County and Les will 
share control options.  His discussion will include more information about a new weed, Palmer amaranth and 
information on the Roundup, Liberty and ExtendiMax herbicide programs.   
‘ 
Following Les’s presentation, I am thrilled that Russ Coltman, Founder of Coltman Information Management in 
Conneaut, Ohio has agreed to teach producers how to develop a Success Score Card for their farm.  Learn 
how to rate your Financial, Leadership, Marketing, Production, Technology and Wellness Skills and learn how 
each can drive or stall your business. With profits at historic low levels, it will be important for farmers to 
analyze all aspects of their business. 
 
As always, a hearty farmer lunch prepared by Lahti Catering means you will not go away hungry! This lunch is 
sponsored by W.I. Miller & Sons of Farmdale, Ohio and each of our program sponsors will provide a short 
industry update during lunch.  
 
After lunch, Dr. Anne Dorrance, OSU Professor in Soybean Pathology, will provide an update on OSU 
Extension’s research on white mold.  Anne is one of the nation’s best soybean disease experts and she 
conducts a lot of her research in Trumbull County so it is very applicable.   Anne will also discuss using seed 
treatments and if there is an economic payback to using them. 
 
Dr. Pierce Paul, OSU Associate Professor in Cereal Grain Pathology, will then provide an update on small 
grain diseases and share information on some of the corn ear diseases which are being seen across Ohio.  
There were some weird corn issues last summer and it will be neat to hear Pierce’s update on these. 
 
Dr. Andy Michel, OSU Associate Professor & Field Crop Entomologist, will share tips for dealing with insects in 
field crops.  He will share more information about the Western Bean Cutworm and update us on some of the 
Cry1F failures experienced in Ohio in 2016. We are part of a team in Ohio which is monitoring the Western 
Bean Cutworm and all predictions are that their levels will continue to escalate.  And if the genetics are failing 
to protect the corn, we could see more damage losses in our corn fields from the WBC. 
 
And last but not least Glen Arnold, OSU Associate Professor & Field Specialist Manure Nutrient Management 
Systems, will be on hand to share the results from manure application studies and how producers can reduce 
nitrogen costs by side dressing with manure from a neighboring dairy farm.  Yes a “crappy” topic to end with 
but one which may save crop farmers money in 2017! 
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The registration fee for this workshop is $10.00/per person and includes refreshments, lunch, speaker travel 
expenses, and program handouts.  2017 Weed Control Guides will be on sale for $16 at the workshop. Pre-
registration is required by March 8, 2017.  Make checks payable to OSU Extension, and mail to Ashtabula 
County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. 
 
This workshop is sponsored by the OSU Extension offices in Ashtabula, Trumbull & Geauga Counties with 
support from W.I. Miller & Sons & the Ohio Soybean Council.  Certified Crop Advisor and Private & 
Commercial Pesticide Credits have been applied for.  A registration flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-
events   More information can be received by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008. 
 
To close today’s column, I would like to share a quote from Sharon Salzberg who stated, “We like things to 
manifest right away, and they may not. Many times, we're just planting a seed and we don't know exactly how 
it is going to come to fruition. It's hard for us to realize that what we see in front of us might not be the end of 
the story.”  Have a good and safe day! 
 
Upcoming 2017 Winter Extension Program Dates 
The following programs have been scheduled for Northeast Ohio farmers this upcoming winter.  Complete 
registration flyers can be found at: http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-natural-
resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines 
 
Northeast Ohio Pesticide Recertification & Fertilizer Certification Sessions 
February 8 at the Trumbull County Extension Office 
 
VFD Information Session 
February 23rd at the Trumbull County Extension Office 
 
New Pesticide Applicator Training 
March 14th at the Trumbull County Extension Office 
 
2017 Northeast Ohio Agronomy School 
March 15 at the Williamsfield Community Center 
 
2017 Northeast Ohio Winter Grape School 
March 16 
 
Northeast Ohio Winter Beef Clinic 
March 23 
 
2017 Ashtabula County Dairy Banquet 
Saturday, March 18, 2017 at Camp Beaumont 
 
Chainsaw Safety Class 
April 8th at the Trumbull County Extension Office 
 
2017 Joe Bodnar Memorial Northern Classic Steer & Heifer Show 
Saturday, April 22 at the Ashtabula County Fairgrounds 
 
Hydrangea School 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017 at the Ashtabula County Extension office 
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	2017 Northeast Ohio Winter Agronomy School  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Join OSU Extension as we host our annual Agronomy School for crop farmers in Northeast Ohio.  With profit 
margins decreasing it will be vital for crop producers to get the biggest bang from the dollars they invest in land 

rental, seed and fertilizer, technology, chemicals, and crop protection.  This workshop is sponsored by the 
OSU Extension offices in Ashtabula, Trumbull & Geauga Counties with support from W.I. Miller & Sons &     

the Ohio Soybean Council.  The following presentations will be featured during the program: 
	
Complying with the New Worker Protection Standards 
David Marrison - OSU Extension Educator for Ashtabula County 
 
Herbicide Resistant Weed Control	 
Les Ober – CCA & OSU Extension Program Assistant for Geauga County 
 
Success Score Card – Benchmarking for Profit  
Russ Coltman – Founder of Coltman Information Management 
 
Lunch & Industry Trade Talks 
Sponsored by W.I. Miller & Sons of Farmdale, Ohio 
 
White Mold Research Update & Seed Treatments-Are They Worth it? 
Dr. Anne Dorrance – OSU Professor in Soybean Pathology 
 
Small Grain Diseases & Corn Ear Diseases 
Dr. Pierce Paul – OSU Associate Professor in Cereal Grain Pathology 
 
Western Bean Cutworm & Cry1F Failures 
Dr. Andy Michel – OSU Associate Professor & OSU Extension Field Crops Entomologist 
 
Manure Research Update & Capitalizing on Manure from Your Neighboring Dairy Farmer 
Glen Arnold – OSU Extension Field Specialist Manure Nutrient Management Systems 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Pre-registration is required by March 8, 2017. Registration fee is $10.00/per person.  Registration includes 
refreshments, lunch, speaker travel expenses, and program handouts.  Make checks payable to OSU 
Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you have 
any questions please call 440-576-9008. 2017 Weed Control Guides will be on sale for $16 at the workshop. 
Name____________________________________  Phone_____________________ 
Address__________________________________  City__________________ Zipcode________ 
Email____________________________________    
# of Reservations_______________$10 per RSVP  _____Yes, pre-order a Weed Control Guide for me 

Wednesday, March 15, 2017 
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

  Williamsfield Community Center
5920 State Route 322 

Williamsfield, Ohio 44093 
Registration begins at 9:00 a.m. 
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2017 Northeast Ohio Winter Agronomy School  
Detailed Agenda 

Complying with the New Worker Protection Standards – David Marrison, OSU Extension Educator, will 
help producers learn how to comply with revised Worker Protection Standards which went into effect on 
January 1, 2017.  Learn about the new training requirements, medical fit tests, and the WPS record keeping 
requirements. 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. 
 
Herbicide Resistant Weed Control – Les Ober, CCA & Program Assistant for OSU Extension Geauga 
County, will share strategies for managing herbicide resistant weeds along with an update on Palmer 
amaranth.  The discussion will include control options including Roundup, Liberty and the new ExtendiMax 
Herbicide programs. 10:15 to 11:00 a.m. 
 
Success Score Card – Benchmarking for Profit- Russ Coltman, Founder of Coltman Information 
Management, will share how producers can develop a Success Score Card for their farm.  Learn how to rate 
your Financial, Leadership, Marketing, Production, Technology and Wellness Skills and how each can drive or 
stall your business.  11:00 to 11:45 a.m. 
 
Lunch & Industry Trade Talks - As always, a hearty farmer lunch prepared by Lahti Catering means you will 
not go away hungry! This lunch is sponsored by W.I. Miller & Sons of Farmdale, Ohio. Each of our program 
sponsors will provide a short industry update during lunch.  Lunch & trade talks will be held from 11:45 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 
	
White Mold Research Update & Seed Treatments-Are They Worth it? – Dr. Anne Dorrance, OSU 
Professor in Soybean Pathology, will provide an update on OSU Extension’s research on white mold.  Learn 
how to minimize this disease in your soybean fields.  Producers will also learn more about seed treatments 
and if there is an economic payback to using them. 12:30 to 1:15 p.m. 
 
Small Grain Diseases & Corn Ear Diseases- Dr. Pierce Paul, OSU Associate Professor in Cereal Grain 
Pathology, will provide an update on small grain diseases and share information on some of the corn ear 
diseases which are being seen across Ohio. 1:15 to 2:00 p.m. 
 
Western Bean Cutworm & Cry1F Failures – Dr. Andy Michel, OSU Associate Professor & Field Crop 
Entomologist, will share tips for dealing with insects in your field crops.  Learn more about Western Bean 
Cutworm and learn about some of the Cry1F failures experienced in Ohio. 2:00 to 2:45 p.m. 
	
Manure Research Update & Capitalizing on Manure from Your Neighboring Dairy Farmer- Glen Arnold, 
OSU Associate Professor & Field Specialist Manure Nutrient Management Systems, will be on hand to share 
the results from manure application studies and how producers can reduce nitrogen costs by side dressing 
with manure from a neighboring dairy farm. 2:45 to 3:30 p.m. 
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Manure & FacilityManure & FacilityManure & Facility      
Management Management Management    
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WWWEDNESDAYEDNESDAYEDNESDAY, F, F, FEBRUARYEBRUARYEBRUARY   15, 201715, 201715, 2017                     6:006:006:00---9:00 9:00 9:00 PPP...MMM...   
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Gain knowledge & resources to help you reduce mud, manage manure, increase Gain knowledge & resources to help you reduce mud, manage manure, increase Gain knowledge & resources to help you reduce mud, manage manure, increase 
chore efficiency, improve horse health & property aesthetics, and conserve chore efficiency, improve horse health & property aesthetics, and conserve chore efficiency, improve horse health & property aesthetics, and conserve 
money & resources!  money & resources!  money & resources!   

RSVP to Geauga SWCD by February 10RSVP to Geauga SWCD by February 10RSVP to Geauga SWCD by February 10ththth   to reserve your seat.  to reserve your seat.  to reserve your seat.     
440440440---834834834---1122 ext. 2 or gprunty@geaugaswcd.com1122 ext. 2 or gprunty@geaugaswcd.com1122 ext. 2 or gprunty@geaugaswcd.com   

REGISTRATION is REQUIREDREGISTRATION is REQUIREDREGISTRATION is REQUIRED!  !  !   

Collaborating sponsors include:Collaborating sponsors include:Collaborating sponsors include: 

 &&&   proudly present:proudly present:proudly present:   



2017 Northeast Ohio Commercial Fertilizer Application  
Certification Sessions 

 
Due to Ohio’s new legislation, any farmer who applies commercial fertilizer to 50 or more acres must attend a 
fertilizer certification class no later than September 30, 2017.  The OSU Extension offices in northeast Ohio will be 
offering 3 hour certification sessions monthly in 2017 so that producers may obtain their certification. Farmers 
(from any county) are welcome to attend the session which fits their schedule best.  
 
Who needs a fertilizer certification? 
Fertilizer certification is required if you apply fertilizer (other than manure) to more than 50 acres used for 
agricultural production grown primarily for sale. If you have the co-op or other custom applicator make your 
fertilizer applications, you do not need the certification. 
 
What fertilizer is included in the certification? 
Fertilizer is any substance containing nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, or other plant nutrient in a dry or liquid 
formulation. All application types (broadcast, side dress, sub-surface, knifing, etc.) are included in the certification 
requirement. The only application exempted is start-up fertilizers that are applied through a planter. Lime and 
limestone are not considered fertilizers in the certification process. 
 
Who is exempt from the training requirement? 
Applicators who are a Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) or Ohio Certified Livestock 
Manager (CLM) are not required to attend training to become certified for 
fertilizer applications. They, however, must register with the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture. 
 
When do I need the certification? 
The certification must be obtained by September 30, 2017.  
 
Date    Location      Time 
January 13   Williamsfield Community Center    1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
January 27   Geauga County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
February 8   Trumbull County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
March 21    Ashtabula County Extension Office   6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  
April 12    Geauga County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
May 10    Trumbull County Extension Office   6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
June 14    Ashtabula County Extension Office   9:00 to 12:00 noon 
August 17   Trumbull County Field Day (location TBD)  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
September 14   Geauga County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

There is no registration fee to attend.  However, pre-registration is required as only 40 persons can attend each session.  All 
registrations will be handled through the Geauga County Extension office.  Mail the registration form to OSU Extension-
Geauga County, PO Box 387, Burton, Ohio 44021 or call the Geauga County Extension office at 440-834-4656. 
 
Name________________________________  County________________________ 

Email address__________________________  Phone Number_________________________ 

Do you hold a Private or Commercial Pesticide Applicator’s License? ______yes ______no 

If yes, please include pesticide license number____________________________ 

Session I will be attending (check choice): 

__________January 13, 2017   _________January 27, 2017   __________February 8, 2017  
__________March 21, 2017   _________April 12, 2017   __________May 10, 2017  
__________June 14, 2017  __________August 17, 2017   __________September 14, 2017  
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Private and Commercial Pesticide Applicator  
Farmers and agricultural industry personnel can obtain either a “Private” or “Commercial” 
pesticide applicator license through the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA).  OSU 
Extension helps in the licensing process by providing study material, practice exams, and local 
test preparation classes.  OSU Extension also provides annual re-certification sessions for 
applicators to attend to obtain the continuing education requirements needed. 
 
Private Pesticide Applicator’s Licenses are for farmers who apply restricted-use pesticides 
on his/her own land (or rented land) and produce an agricultural commodity.  Each private 
applicator is required to take & pass the CORE test (general safety for the applicator and the 
environment) and any category(ies) that correspond to the crops he/she grows.  There are 7 
categories which certification can be received: Grain and Cereal Crops (category 1), Forage 
Crops and Livestock (category 2), Fruit and Vegetable Crops (category 3), Nursery and Forest 
Crops (category 4), Greenhouse Crops (category 5), Fumigation (category 6), and Specialty 
Uses (category 7).  Complete details on the licensing process for private pesticide applicators 
and study materials can be found at: http://pested.osu.edu/home/privateapplicator/licensing 
 
Commercial Pesticide Applicator Licenses are for farmers or industry personnel who apply 
pesticides for a business or on land owned by someone else, and usually receive payment for 
their services. In agriculture this includes agricultural businesses who custom spray crops, as 
well as farmers who are hired to custom spray for fellow 
farmers.  The commercial license area also includes 
applicators who work for a government or public agency 
such as a K-12 schools, colleges, universities, villages, 
townships, and park districts, in addition to applicators 
who apply to sites accessible to the public. 
 
Each commercial applicator will need to take and pass 
the CORE test (general safety for the applicator and the 
environment) and the category(ies) that correspond to 
their commercial spray operation.  These categories include: Aerial Pest Control (category 1), 
Agricultural Pest Control (category 2 with 6 sub-categories); Aquatic Pest Control (category 3 
with 3 sub-categories), Forest Pest Control (category 4 with 2 sub-categories), Industrial 
Vegetation (category 5), Ornamental Plant & Shade Tree Pest Control (category 6 with 4 sub-
categories), Vertebrate (category 7), Turf (category 8), Animal Pest Control (category 9), 
Domestic, Institutional, Structural & Health Related Pest Control (category 10 with 4 sub-
categories), Livestock Predator Control (Category 11 for USDA employees only), and Wood 
Destroying Insect Diagnostic Inspection (category 12).  Complete details on the commercial 
categories, licensing process, and their sub-categories can be found at: 
http://pested.osu.edu/commercialrecert 
 

See next page for preparation classes and testing locations 
 
 

THE OH STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
 



2017 Test Preparation Classes for Northeast, Ohio 
OSU Extension in Northeast Ohio will be providing two training sessions to help farmers 
prepare for the Ohio Department of Agriculture’s Private Pesticide Applicator’s Exam.  
Attendance at one of these classes is not required but is a great opportunity for applicators to 
learn what they will need to study for the test.  This first class 
will be held on Tuesday, January 31, 2017 from 1:00 to 4:30 
p.m. at the Geauga County Extension office. Call the Geauga 
County Extension office at 440-834-4656 to register.  The 
second class will be held on Tuesday, March 14, 2017 from 
1:00 to 4:30 p.m. at the Trumbull County Extension office.  Call 
the Trumbull County Extension office at 330-638-6783 to 
register.  The registration fee for each class is $35/person which 
includes CORE study materials.  

 

2017 ODA Testing Sessions  
Are you looking to take obtain your private or commercial pesticide license or wish to add an 
additional category to your existing license? The Ohio Department of Agriculture will be holding 
testing sessions during the winter/spring of 2017 in Northeast Ohio.  These tests are 
administered by the Ohio Department of Agriculture and are held at Extension offices in 
northeast Ohio as a courtesy to producers.  Pre-registration is required for each location and 
can be made by calling the ODA at 614-728-6987 or 1-800-282-1955 (press 3 then 1).   
 
Ashtabula County      Date 
Location: OSU Extension Office 
Basement Meeting Room     March 8 (beginning at 10:00 a.m.) 
39 Wall Street 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047 
For Directions Call 440-576-9008 
 
Geauga County       Dates 
Location: Geauga County Extension Office 
Patterson Center Basement     February 22 (beginning at 10:00 a.m.) 
P.O. Box 387       March 22 (beginning at 10:00 a.m.) 
14269 Claridon-Troy Road      April 26 (beginning at 10:00 a.m.) 
Burton, OH 44021-0387     May 24 (beginning at 10:00 a.m.) 
For Directions Call 440-834-4656    June 28 (beginning at 10:00 a.m.) 

 
Trumbull County       Date 
Location: Trumbull County Extension Office   February 13 (beginning at 10:00 a.m.) 
520 West Main Street, Suite #1     March 13 (beginning at 10:00 a.m.) 
Cortland, OH 44410      April 10 (beginning at 10:00 a.m.) 
For Directions Call 330-638-6783    May 8 (beginning at 10:00 a.m.) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to 

clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 



Northeast Ohio Phosphorus Task Force February 2017 Tracking Sheet 
 
 

◄ January 2017 February  2017 March 2017 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1  

Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

2  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

3  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

4  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

5  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

6  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

7  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

8  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

9  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

10  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

11  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

12  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

13  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

14  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

15  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

16  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

17  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

18  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

19  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

20  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

21  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

22  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

23  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

24  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

25  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

26  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

27  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

28  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

Notes:  
 
If yes to Snow or Frozen Ground—circle which condition 

Northeast Ohio Phosphorus Task Force – 2016-2017 Pilot Study 
 
Return Completed Sheet to: David Marrison @ OSU Extension Ashtabula County, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047  
440-576-9008 (phone), 440-576-5821 (fax) or marrison.2@osu.edu 
 
 
Cooperator’s Name__________________  Township__________________   GPS Coordinates__________________________ 

 



 
 
 

 

College of Food, Agricultural 
and Environmental Sciences 

 
 

The Ohio State University Extension  
Ashtabula County 

39 Wall Street 
Jefferson, Ohio44047 

440-576-9008 
http://ashtabula.osu.edu 

2016-2017 Northeast Ohio Phosphorus Task Force’s Winter Field Condition Study 
 
Background: 
The Northeast Ohio Phosphorus Task force is trying to be proactive in response to Senate Bill 1 which has created new 
rules for manure and fertilizer application in Northwest Ohio.  A concern of our committee is Senate Bill legislation could 
be made state wide which would severely hamper animal agriculture in Northeast Ohio.  Our committee is looking for 
PROACTIVE research and education measures which our farm community can adopt to help improve water quality in 
both the Lake Erie and Ohio River watersheds. 
 
Winter Field Condition Study: 
We would like to repeat our research from 2016.  We are asking farmers to monitor the weather & soil conditions which are present each day from 
December 2016 through the end of March 2017.  We are asking for cooperators to track two questions each day; these being: #1: Is your ground 
snow covered or frozen and #2: Is the top two inches of the soil saturated.    According for the new legislation from Senate Bill 1, no manure or 
fertilizer can be applied (without incorporation or on a growing crop) if these conditions exist in Northwest Ohio.  We are completing this research to 
ascertain the percentage of days in our watersheds where it would be acceptable for manure or fertilizer application 
 
Definitions: 
Snow covered soil – is when soil, or residue lying on the soil, cannot be seen because of snow cover, or soil covered by one-half inch of ice or 
more. 
 
Frozen soil – is ground that is impenetrable because of frozen soil moisture.   The restriction is intended to prevent situations where fertilizer or 
manure is unable to freely infiltrate the soil and therefore would likely run off to surface water.  Generally frozen soil will: #1: not be easily penetrated 
by a metal object (such as a knife, screwdriver, or shovel), #2: not deform to show a visible imprint under downward pressure, and #3: have a 
temperature below 320F. 

Soil Saturation- occurs when all the pore spaces in the soil are filled with water.  A soil that has an available water capacity above field capacity will 
be considered saturated.  According to the Natural Resource Conservation Service Standard 590 for Ohio, when the available water capacity of a 
soil is above field capacity, then free water will appear on the surface of the soil when the soils is bounced, kneaded, or squeezed.  For a fertilizer or 
manure application to be considered a violation of law, the top two inches of the soil would need to be saturated and the application would have 
been made with incorporation, injection or growing crop. 

Reporting: 
Each cooperator is asked to track the conditions daily.  The measurement should occur at about the same time each day. 
 
Please return the tracking sheet to David Marrison at OSU Extension at the end of each month.  The results will be reported in aggregate.   
 
Farmers interested in tracking should contact David Marrison at 440-576-9008 or marrison.2@osu.edu so that your name is added to our 
cooperator list.  



Small Farm 
Conference and 
Trade Show 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE is MARCH 17th.  
Please copy and enclose a separate registration 
form for each person attending.   
 
CONFERENCE COST: $60.00 
*note:  a combined discount fee is being offered 
to women attending both this conference and the 
“Women in Ag” conference.  A student discount 
is also available.  See registration form. 
 

   Make check payable to:  
   OSU Extension - Small Farm.  
       * We cannot refund any registration fees.  
       * No confirmation will be sent.   

To place photo, 
highlight text and 
insert image. De-
tailed instructions 

are online. 

Hello Small Farm Enthusiast! 
This intensive conference will give you 
the opportunity to choose from different 
seminars taught by Extension profession-
als and industry leaders on a wide variety 
of agricultural enterprises. A tradeshow 
representing the many industries servic-
ing small farms will be present for you to 
visit during Saturday hours.   
 
Saturday’s agenda will provide many  
opportunities for you to attend the  
informative sessions of your choosing. 
Saturday’s program will begin at 8:00 am 
with registration, the trade show, and 
morning refreshments.   
 
 

Saturday, March 25 
 
R.G. Drage Career  
Technical Center 
Massillon, Ohio 

Online registration & session details available at: 
http://agnr.osu.edu/small-farm-programs 

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
 

8:00 - 9:00 am: Registration  
 
9:00 - 9:15 am:  Opening Comments, Tony 
Nye, OSU Extension Small Farm Coordinator 
 
 
SESSION INFORMATION 
 

All session tracks will take place at the  
R.G. Drage center, with one exception: 
 

The 9:30 am Super Session on  
Vegetable Production/Season Exten-
sion with Tunnels - Participants will meet 
at the OARDC Vegetable Productions 
System high tunnels located behind the 
State Highway Patrol Building 1540 Dover 
Road (SR 250) past the OSU-ATI campus.  

 

9:30 am: Session Tracks Begin  
 see track listings on back of brochure 

 
11:45 am - 1:00 pm:  Lunch & Trade Show 
 
1:15 pm - 3:45 pm:  Session Tracks  

 see track listings on back of brochure 

 
 
REGISTRATION and SESSION  
DESCRIPTIONS can be found online at:  
agnr.osu.edu/small-farm-programs 
 
 

For more information, contact: 
 Rory Lewandowski (330) 264-8722  
       lewandowski.11@osu.edu  
 

 Tony Nye (937)382-0901  
nye.1@osu.edu 

 

Small Farm Conference 
NORTHEAST OHIO REGISTRATION 

 
  Use one form per person. 
  Send to: OSU Extension Coshocton County 
 724 South 7th Street, Room 110 
 Coshocton, Ohio 43812  

 

  Deadline for registration:  March 17, 2017 
 
 

Name:________________________________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip:__________________________________ 
 
Phone _______________________________________ 
 
Email:  _______________________________________ 

 
  
CHOOSE DATE / SESSIONS HERE:  
 

I am attending:  ____ Saturday only ($60.00) 
 

             ____ Women in Ag Conference  
                          and the Small Farm Conference 

            (combined price of $100.00) 
 

           _____  I am eligible for a student discount 

 
 
 
 
 
Indicate class number (#) for Saturday: 

   9:30 am Session #:  ___________ 

   10:45 am Session #:  __________ 
 

After-lunch: 

   1:15 pm Session #:  ___________ 

   2:30 pm Session #:  ___________ 

STUDENT DISCOUNTS COST 

Small Farm Only $30.00 

“Women in Ag” and Small Farm $50.00 

R.G. Drage Career Technical Center 
2800 Richville Dr SW, Massillon, OH 44646  

FROM THE NORTH: 
* Interstate 77 South to US 30 W 
  to Richville Drive Exit, turn right 

OR 
* SR 21 South to U.S. 30 East to 

  Richville Drive Exit, turn left 
 

 
FROM THE SOUTH: 

* Interstate 77 North to US 30 West,  
  take Richville Drive Exit, turn right 

OR 
* SR 21 North to U.S. 30 East, take 

   Richville Drive Exit, turn left 



 

THANKS TO OUR CO-SPONSOR: 

Rural Development 
Farm Service Agency 

National Agricultural Statistic Service 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 

 2 -HOUR SUPER SESSIONS 

    
ING
   # Time Topic Presenter 

SUPER 
SESSIONS 

1 9:30 AM Vegetable Production/Season Extension with Tunnels  
“will start at OARDC high tunnels  Matt Kleinhenz, OSUE Vegetable Specialist 

2 9:30 AM Using and Maintaining Your Chainsaw Safely Lee Beers, OSUE Trumbull County 

1-HOUR SESSIONS 

HORTICULTURE 

3 2:30 PM Pesticide Application with Backpack & Handheld 
Sprayers Rory Lewandowski, OSUE Wayne County 

4 10:45 AM Disease Management and Prevention: Tree Fruit Melanie Ivey, OSUE Fruit Pathologist 

5 1:15 PM Disease Management and Prevention: Small Fruit Melanie Ivey, OSUE Fruit Pathologist 

6 2:30 PM Hands-on Fruit Tree Pruning Eric Barrett, OSUE Mahoning County 

7 10:45 AM Utilizing Urban Land for Garden Markets Jacqueline Kowalski, OSUE Summit County 

8 2:30 PM Micro Greens Production Jacqueline Kowalski, OSUE Summit County 

9 9:30 AM Vegetable Disease Diagnostics Erika Lyon, OSUE Jefferson/Harrison Counties 

LIVESTOCK & 
AQUACULTURE 

10 9:30 AM Grass-fed Beef  Greg Hoffman, Heritage Hills Farm 

11 2:30 PM Sheep or Goats?  That is the Question Sandy Smith, OSUE Carroll County 

12 1:15 PM Home Poultry Production Sandy Smith, OSUE Carroll County 

13 1:15 PM Aquaculture Opportunities in NE Ohio Matt Smith, Extension Aquaculture Specialist 

MANAGEMENT 

14 1:15 PM Small Farm Equipment: Prioritizing What to Purchase Matt Kleinhenz, OSUE Vegetable Specialist 

15 10:45 AM Renting and Leasing Farmland Chris Zoller, OSUE Tuscawaras County 

16 2:30 PM Farm Business Plans Chris Zoller, OSUE Tuscawaras County 

17 9:30 AM So You Think You Want to Farm Clifton Martin, OSUE Muskingum County 

18 1:15 PM Small Farm Tax Issues and Considerations David Marrison, OSUE Ashtabula County 

19 1:15 PM Financing My Niche Farm Darren Metzger, USDA FSA 

MARKETING  
& SELLING 

20 2:30 PM Opportunities to Sell from Home and Farm Emily Adams, OSUE Coshocton 

21 10:45 PM Reducing Barriers for Ohio’s Direct Marketers Emily Adams & Eric Barrett, OSU Extension  

22 9:30 AM Marketing Goats: What Consumers Want/Ethnic Markets Tony Nye, OSUE Clinton County 

23 2:30 PM Growing Your Farm to School Connection Heather Niekirk, OSUE Stark County 

NATURAL  
RESOURCES 

24 9:30 AM Solar Energy Considerations Eric Romich, OSUE Energy Ed. Field Specialist 

25 10:45 AM Pond Management and Care Gary Graham, OSUE Holmes County 

26 1:15 PM Hobby Maple Sugar Production Gary Graham, OSUE Holmes County 

27 10:45 AM Introduction to Growing Shitake Mushrooms Jerry Iles, OSUE Fairfield County 

OSU Extension Clinton County 
111 S. Nelson Ave., Suite 2 

Wilmington, Ohio 45177   
Phone: 937-382-0901 

Fax: 937-382-4995 
email: nye.1@osu.edu 

Learn more at:  
agnr.osu.edu/small-farm-programs 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clients on a  
nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

For more information, contact: 

 

Living the Small 
Farm Dream 
 

2017 Northeast Ohio  
Small Farm Conference  
and Trade Show 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

OSU EXTENSION WAYNE COUNTY 

OSU EXTENSION CLINTON COUNTY 
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