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It got pretty chilly this past weekend and it was a surprise to wake up to all the snow this morning.  But it looks like a 
warm-up is coming this week.  In this week’s newsletter, I have included an article on the Ohio Fertilizer Law (which I 
originally shared in January of 2015) to help remind producers about the new fertilizer certification process. Bottom-
line, if you apply fertilizer to more than 50 acres you will need to attend a certification by September of 2017.  The 
farmers in the Western Lake Erie Basin are under even stricter guidelines and last week, a summary article was 
released which provides clearer guidance on the definitions of the new fertilizer and manure legislation for this area.   
While this only applies to Northwest Ohio, it is clear that we need to stay informed as it could be expanded state 
wide in the future.    On another note, Miscanthus harvest is underway in Ashtabula County.  I have included an 
article in this newsletter describing the harvesting process.  For those wanting to learn more about the harvest, make 
sure to tune in to next week’s newsletter to learn about a bus trip on Friday, March 11, 2016.  I hope everyone has a 
great week. 
 
David Marrison, Ashtabula County Ag & NR Educator 
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Questions & Answers about Ohio’s New Fertilizer Certification Program 
(reprinted from January 2015) 
 
With the passage of Ohio Senate Bill 150 in June 2014, farmers who apply fertilizer to over 50 acres of cropland each 
year are subject to a new certification requirement.  Farmers who fall under this new requirement must complete 
their certification by September 30, 2017. Today, I would like to answer some of the questions which our office has 
been receiving about this new requirement.   
 
Who needs to obtain this certification? Agricultural fertilizer applicator certification is required for farmers who apply 
fertilizer to more than 50 acres of agricultural crops grown primarily for sale. If the crops are used on-farm to feed 
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livestock then certification is not required.  Certification is also required for commercial agricultural applicators.  
Farmers who have their fertilizer applied by co-ops or custom applicators are not required to be certified. 
 
What is the definition of fertilizer?  Fertilizer is defined for this program as any substance containing nitrogen, 
phosphorus, potassium, or other plant nutrient in a dry or liquid formulation. All application types such as broadcast, 
side dress, sub-surface, knifing and other are included in the certification requirement. Lime and limestone are not 
included as fertilizer for the certification and farmers who only use starter fertilizer in their planter boxes are 
exempted.  
 
Who issues the certification?  The Ohio Department of Agriculture is the agency issuing the certification for 
agriculture fertilizer applications. Information about the new certification program can be found 
at: http://agri.ohio.gov 
 
How do farmers gain their certification?  Farmers and commercial applicators need to attend a training course 
offered by Ohio State University Extension to become certified. Those who have a pesticide applicator license need 
to attend a two-hour fertilizer certification session. If a farmer does not have a pesticide license, they are required to 
attend a three-hour fertilizer certification.  For farmers who have their private pesticide applicator’s license, we (OSU 
Extension) are adding a fertilizer session at the end of each regional pesticide re-certification session.  We are 
recommending farmers wait until their pesticide license is up for renewal to attend their fertilizer training.   
For farmers who do not have a pesticide license, we will be offering multiple sessions over the next three years for 
them to gain their certification.  These sessions will each be three hours in length.   
 
How long is the certification good for?  The agriculture fertilizer certification is valid for three years. Two hours of 
recertification training will be required every three years to keep the certification. Farmers who currently have a 
pesticide license will have their fertilizer recertification calibrate to their existing pesticide recertification cycle.  

 
How much is the agricultural fertilizer certification?  The agricultural fertilizer certification is $30 for a three year 
certification. If a farmer already has a valid pesticide license, this fee is waived. 
 
Are there exceptions to getting the fertilizer certification?  Applicators who are a Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) or Ohio 
Certified Livestock Manager are not required to attend the training. The agriculture fertilizer certification is not 
required for manure applications as it is regulated by separate legislation. 
 
How can I obtain more information?  More information about fertilizer certification training sessions or general 
information can be obtained at: http://nutrienteducation.osu.edu or by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office 
at 440-576-9008.  
 
Understanding Regulations, Definitions, Non-Compliance Penalties, on Fertilizer & Manure in Ohio WLEB 
Author: Greg LaBarge 
 
Regulations for manure and fertilizer application for applicators in the 
Western Lake Erie Basin need to be considered when making fertilizer 
applications in 2016 and future years. The legislation affects application of 
manure or granular fertilizers containing nitrogen and phosphorus. Define 
watersheds, which include the Western Basin of Lake Erie, need to comply 
with the regulations or face civil penalties. The civil penalties are effective as 
of 1/31/2016. The regulatory agency is the Ohio Department of Agriculture. 
Figure 1. Watersheds and Associated Counties Named in SB 1 (2015) are 
highlighted in Yellow. 

http://agri.ohio.gov/
http://nutrienteducation.osu.edu/
http://agcrops.osu.edu/people/greg-labarge


 
Who must comply? 
Anyone who applies granular fertilizer or manure in the watersheds name in Table 1 or the area highlighted in yellow 
in Figure 1. 
 
Table 1. Western Basin Lake Erie Watersheds as Defined in SB 1 (2015). 
Counties Watersheds 

Williams, Fulton, Lucas, Defiance, 
Henry, Paulding, Putnam, Hancock, 
Huron, Van Wert, Allen, Mercer, 
Auglaize, Hardin, Mercer, Shelby, 
Wood 

(1) St. Mary’s watershed, hydrologic unit code 04100004; 
(2) Auglaize watershed, hydrologic unit code 04100007; 
(3) Blanchard watershed, hydrologic unit code 04100008; 
(4) Lower Maumee watershed, hydrologic unit code 04100009; 
(5) Upper Maumee watershed, hydrologic unit code 04100005; 
(6) Tiffin watershed, hydrologic unit code 04100006; 
(7) St. Joseph watershed, hydrologic unit code 04100003; 
(8) Ottawa watershed, hydrologic unit code 04100001; 
(9) River Raisin watershed, hydrologic unit code 04100002 

Wood, Ottawa (10) Cedar-Portage watershed, hydrologic unit code 04100010; 
Wyandot, Crawford, Richland, 
Marion, Seneca, Sandusky, Erie (11) Sandusky watershed, hydrologic unit code 04100011; 

 
What is the ground condition and weather forecast that prohibits application in the named watersheds? 
  
Fertilizer application restrictions:  
For applications of fertilizer in the western basin, a person may not apply fertilizer, defined as nitrogen or 
phosphorous, under these conditions: 
(1)    On snow-covered or frozen soil, or 
(2)    When the top two inches of soil are saturated from precipitation, or 
(3)    In a granular form when the local weather forecast for the application area contains greater than a 50% chance 
of precipitation exceeding one inch in a twelve-hour period, unless the fertilizer is injected into the ground, 
incorporated within 24 hours of surface application or applied onto a growing crop. 
 
Manure application restrictions  
A person may not surface apply manure in the western basin under any of the following circumstances: 
(1)    On snow-covered or frozen soil; 
(2)    When the top two inches of soil are saturated from precipitation; 
(3)    When the local weather forecast for the application area contains greater than a 50% chance of precipitation 
exceeding one-half inch in a 24 hour period, unless the manure is injected into the ground, incorporated within 24 
hours of surface application, applied onto a growing crop, or if in the event of an emergency, individuals should 
contact their local Soil and Water Conservation District Office. 
 
What are the civil penalties for non-compliance? 
Rules from Ohio Department of Agriculture became effective as of 1/31/16 for civil penalties. Minor violations are 
events of noncompliance with section 905.326 of the Revised Code that occur only when all of the following 
parameters are met: 
(1)   The nutrient value of the fertilizer application is less than ten thousand pounds of nitrogen or six thousand 
pounds of phosphorous; 
(2)   The fertilizer application does not pose a significant risk of harm to public health or the environment; and 
(3)   The fertilizer application has not resulted in any discharge of fertilizer that enters the water of the state. 
 

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/905.326


The director may assess a civil penalty for a minor violation of up to two thousand dollars ($2,000) for each day of 
noncompliance.  Failure to take corrective action as specified by the director or the director's designated 
representative for any minor violation may be considered a major violation of this rule. 
  
Major violations are events of noncompliance with section 905.326 of the Revised Code that occur only when any of 
the following parameters are met: 
(1)   The nutrient value of the fertilizer application is equal to or more than ten thousand pounds of nitrogen or six 
thousand pounds of phosphorous; 
(2)   The fertilizer application poses a significant risk of harm to public health or the environment; 
(3)   The fertilizer application has resulted in a discharge of fertilizer that enters the water of the state. 
The director may assess a civil penalty for a major violation of up to ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for each day of 
noncompliance.   
 
All money paid shall be deposited into the agricultural pollution abatement fund. 
  
How do I comply with the weather forecast requirements? 
There is no one way defined in the regulation to obtain forecast information. There are at least two sources of 
weather forecast that meet the criteria. A good source of a printable local forecast can be obtained from NOAA 
through the website http://weather.gov. A zip code location close to the application site can be entered on the 
website. A detailed hourly forecast graphic can be reviewed and printed off. Rainfall can be totaled from the graphic 
to obtain the needed 12 or 24 hour predicated rainfall. A short video presentation showing how to obtain the 
forecast can be found on the OSU Agronomic Crops Team You Tube Channel 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z7Ip8hsL4bA 
 
Ohio Nutrient Management Record Keeper (ONMRK) is a computerized recordkeeping system that syncs with your 
smartphone or tablet to create a simple, easy, and quick way to record all of your fertilizer and manure applications 
from the field. The free app works on tablets, iPads, and smartphones. It can be downloaded from the Google Play 
Store for Android devices and App Store for Apple devices. More information can be found 
at http://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/there%E2%80%99s-app-nutrient-management-record-
keeping 
 
How will application terms be defined? 
The following information is working definitions provided by the Ohio Department of Agriculture. 
 
Snow covered soil is when soil, or residue lying on the soil, cannot be seen because of snow cover, or soil covered by 
one-half inch of ice or more. 
 
Frozen soil is ground that is impenetrable because of frozen soil moisture. The restriction is intended to prevent 
situations where fertilizer or manure is unable to freely infiltrate the soil and therefore would likely run off to surface 
water. Generally, frozen soil will: 
1.       Not be easily penetrated by a metal object (such as a knife, screwdriver, or shovel), 
2.       Not deform to show a visible imprint under downward pressure, and 
3.       Have a temperature below 32° F. 
 
Saturated soil occurs when all the pore spaces in the soil are filled with water. A soil that has an available water 
capacity above field capacity will be considered to be saturated. According to the Natural Resource Conservation 
Service Standard 590 for Ohio, when the available water capacity of a soil is above field capacity, then free water will 
appear on the surface of the soil when the soil is bounced, kneaded, or squeezed. For a fertilizer or manure 

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/905.326
http://weather.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z7Ip8hsL4bA
http://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/there%E2%80%99s-app-nutrient-management-record-keeping
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application to be considered a violation of the law, the top two inches of the soil would need to be saturated and the 
application would have been made without incorporation, injection or a growing crop. 
 
Growing crops will vary by season. In the summer, a growing crop is any green plant that will be harvested or that 
was planted as a cover crop. In the winter, a growing crop is any plant that will be harvested or that was planted as a 
cover crop and that will not winter-kill. Plants in dormancy will be considered growing crops, as long as the plant 
species typically “greens up” and continues to grow in the spring. For practical purposes, a growing crop has emerged 
from the ground and provides reasonable ground cover. 
 
Injection means placing the fertilizer or manure beneath the soil surface. The applied material is retained by the soil 
and does not concentrate or pool at or below the soil surface. If fertilizer or manure is injected, then the application 
is not a violation of the WLEB restrictions. 
 
Incorporation is tillage that mixes the fertilizer or manure into the soil to an average minimum depth of four inches 
and mixes the fertilizer or manure with surface soil so that at least 80% of applied material is covered with soil. If 
surface applied fertilizer or manure is incorporated within 24 hours of application, then the application is not a 
violation of the WLEB restrictions. 
 
This article summarizes important provisions but does not substitute for the legislative text which is found in Ohio 
revised code sections 6109.10, 903.40, 905.326, 905.327, 1511.10, 1511.11, 3745.50 and 6111.32 plus subsequent 
rule making by the state agencies. Full text of the civil penalty rules can be found 
at http://codes.ohio.gov/oac/901%3A5-4 
 
2016 Ohio Beef Cattle School Concludes Tonight 
John F. Grimes, OSU Extension Beef Coordinator 
 
The third session of the 2016 Ohio Beef Cattle School is coming up next week.  It is scheduled for Tuesday, February 
16 and will begin at 7:00 p.m.  The final program will bring the series will to an appropriate conclusion as it will be 
devoted to the endpoint of the beef production chain and how carcass fabrication and different beef traits create 
value in the eyes of the consumer.   
 
Dr. Lyda Garcia, Assistant Professor of Meat Sciences at The Ohio State University, will be the featured speaker for 
the final session.  Garcia will begin her presentation by describing the characteristics that establish yield and quality 
grade differences and how they impact consumer satisfaction.  She will demonstrate carcass fabrication into primal 
and sub-primal cuts and discuss how quality and yield differences establish beef values.  
 
Dr. Francis L. Fluharty, Research Professor in the Department of Animal Sciences at The Ohio State University, will 
provide the wrap-up for the entire School.  He will highlight some of the challenges facing beef producers in our 
region in the near future, remind us to stay focused on the important management issues to remain profitable, and 
emphasize the importance of meeting the needs of today’s consumer. 
 
The 2016 Ohio Beef Cattle School is being offered at 28 locations across Ohio, Indiana, West Virginia, and New York.  
To find the host location nearest to you, go to the OSU Extension Beef Team’s web site 
at: http://go.osu.edu/BeefHosts .  For additional information, contact John Grimes, OSU Extension Beef Coordinator, 
at: Office: 740-289-2071, Ext. #242, Fax: 740-289-4591, Cell: 937-763-6000, E-mail: grimes.1@osu.edu. The OSU 
Extension Beef Team hopes you will be able to join us for the final session of this informative program. 
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Beef Cow Size and Profitability 
By Rory Lewandowski, OSU Extension Educator, Wayne County 
 
I recently read a couple of on-line articles from Drovers Cattle Network that piqued my interest because they dealt 
with the topic of cow size and the impact on beef cattle enterprise profitability. One article entitled “Time to Change 
Directions” written by Alan Newport reported on data gathered from several states with comments from agricultural 
economists and animal scientists. The other article was entitled “If You Go Big Be Prepared” and was written by Matt 
Hersom, a beef cattle specialist from the University of Florida. The basic gist of the articles was that cow size 
measured by mature weight has been increasing since the ‘80s and we have reached a point where that size is 
negatively impacting upon the profitability of the beef cattle enterprise, specifically the cow/calf operation. The data 
being used to support this statement came from the Southwest Standardized Performance Analysis (SPA) database 
for herds in Texas, Oklahoma and New Mexico. In addition there was data from Arkansas and Montana and the 
Hersom article used data from Florida. The point here is that these environments/climates are different than Ohio so 
that needs to be taken into consideration. 
 
It used to be common to use a 1000 pound cow as an example when talking about beef cattle nutrition. It’s now hard 
to find a beef cow herd with an average cow weight of 1000 pounds. According to Hersom, the beef cattle specialist 
from Florida, “the increase in cow bodyweight over the years is likely an effect of cow-calf producers placing greater 
emphasis on the genetics of calf weaning weight, yearling weight, and the necessary increase in cow milk production 
required to support desired calf growth performance.” Over time, selection for larger calves leads to larger cows. The 
issue is that bodyweight determines the intake of forages and feedstuffs. If you look at NRC beef cattle nutrient 
requirement tables you will see that crude protein, energy, vitamin and mineral requirements are directly related to 
dry matter intake (DMI) as a percent of bodyweight. In his article, Hersom says that feed requirements account for 50 
to 75 % of the annual maintenance costs for a beef cow herd. 
 
One of the concerns with trends towards larger cows is that there is not an economic return for that increase in size 
and that more feed or supplementation may be needed to maintain those cows. David Lalman, an Oklahoma State 
University animal scientist, looked at data from Montana, Arkansas and Oklahoma. He was quoted in the Newport 
article as saying that based on that data, each 100 pounds of additional cow weight only added about 6 pounds of 
additional calf weaning weight. The additional pounds of calf weaned did not pay for the added costs of carrying a 
larger cow. Oklahoma data showed that it was taking roughly 4 times more acres to run a cow in 2014 vs. 1974. 
Wyoming records have shown that cows weighing 1300 to 1400 pounds need 9.5 pounds of forage for every pound 
of calf weaned. Cows weighing 1000 to 1100 pounds need 7.6 pounds of forage for every pound of calf weaned. 
Lalman concludes that beef operations need to manage and select for cattle that preform in their environment; 
selection for reproductive performance will lead to profitability. 
 
Check out OSU’s YouTube Video on Burying Grape Canes 
Check out Ohio State Extension’s new YouTube video on cane burial posted on the Ohio Grape Web 
at http://ohiograpeweb.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/home.  This video was prepared by Thomas Todaro, graduate student in 
the Viticulture Program at OSU.  A special thank you is extended to Ferrante Winery for allowing Thomas to video 
tape this operation last fall.  
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The Process of Harvesting Miscanthus in Northeast Ohio 
By David Marrison, OSU Extension Educator for Ashtabula County 
 
Even though it is wintertime in Northeast Ohio, there is still plenty of action going on in our county’s agriculture 
industry.  Over the past two weeks, miscanthus harvest has begun in Northeast, 
Ohio.  Early reports are that nearly 350 acres (or almost 10%) of the area’s harvest 
has been completed thus far.  Due to the milder winter, the 2016 harvest of 
miscanthus is nearly five weeks ahead of last year’s harvest.  Since miscanthus is 
the newest agronomic crops grown in Northeast Ohio and Northwest 
Pennsylvania, there have been numerous questions about how miscanthus is 
harvest.  This article will provide some insight into harvest.   
 
 
What is miscanthus? 
Giant miscanthus (Miscanthus x giganteus) is a sterile hybrid perennial warm-season grass 
that grows relatively fast on less-than-ideal soils and can be used either as a biofuel or to 
make bio-based products.  This grass, as with many grasses, grows very well in Ashtabula 
County.  Currently Aloterra Energy (http://www.aloterrallc.com/) is the major grower of 
miscanthus in the United States and has nearly 4,000 acres growing under contract with 
landowners in Northeast Ohio and Northwest Pennsylvania.  The planting of this acreage was 
spurred on by NE OH/NW PA being chosen by the United States Department of Agriculture as 
a BCAP (Biomass Crop Assistance Program) project area in the summer 2011 to encourage the 
planting of renewable biomass crops.  The BCAP was re-authorized in the summer of 2015. 
 
When is miscanthus harvested? 
Unlike, traditional agronomic crops which are harvested in the fall, miscanthus must 
be harvested in winter during its dormancy period which ranges from after a hard-
killing frost in the fall (could be in late November) and before the emergence of the 
new shoots in the spring (which is typically in early May). The plant needs to have 
had time to send nutrients down to the root system in the fall to spur the next year’s 
growth.  Harvesting in the winter, especially in snow-belt, conditions can prove to be 
a challenge.  
 
So, how is miscanthus harvested? 
One of the challenges for harvest is that it must be accomplished during the wet, cold, damp winter.  Work must be 
accomplished around winter storms.  In the first few years, the miscanthus was cut into windrows, raked and then 

baled into large bales of miscanthus (see picture of bale to the right). This process 
was conducted much like traditional hay harvested is completed during the 
summer months.  However, this approach led to a few issues.  Besides the major 
issue waiting for favorable weather (which can change hour by hour), a major 
obstacle arose as the miscanthus was picking up too much moisture while laying 
on the ground waiting to be baled.  This excessing moisture led to delays on baling 
as baling the miscanthus with to much moisture leads to storage losses.  The target 
moisture percentage for the harvesting of miscanthus is 15%. 
 

 

http://www.aloterrallc.com/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=ener&topic=bcap


In 2015, Aloterra Energy made major in-roads to the successful harvest of miscanthus by switching from baling the 
miscanthus to chopping the miscanthus like livestock farmers harvest haylage or corn silage.  The miscanthus is being 
harvested with a CLAAS chopper which cuts, chops and blows the miscanthus into silage wagons which are driven 
along-side the chopper.  An average of 5 tons of miscanthus can be loaded on each wagon.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In order to negotiate the wet soils prevalent in winter and to reduce compaction, all of the harvest equipment has 
been placed on tracks.  
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After it is loaded on the silage wagons, the miscanthus is handled in two main ways.  The first way is to directly off-
load the miscanthus to semi-truck which then is taken directly to one of the storage & processing sites in Andover or 
Ashtabula, Ohio.  About 14 tons of the chopped miscanthus will fit in a standard semi-trailer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
If the miscanthus is not immediately trucked to one of the processing facilities, it is placed in silage bags for storage.  
The bags are left on the perimeter of the field until it is needed by one of the processing plants. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What happens to the miscanthus after harvest? 
There are two main products being produced from the miscanthus.  Aloterra, in 
cooperation with foodservice ware innovator, World Centric, have developed a new 
line of certified compostable foodservice ware made from Miscanthus plant fiber. The 
line is designed to displace similar products made from foam and plastic, which create 
millions of tons of waste each year.  This product is made in the Ashtabula Township 
plant. 
 

The second product being made by Aloterra is MxG Natural Absorbents™ which has a wide 
range applications including spill management of water, hydrocarbons, and automotive 
fluids and even sludge solidification applications.  The product is safe, clean, and will 
dissolve back into the soil within days of application or may be landfilled or incinerated in 
accordance with federal, state, and local requirements.  
  
Note: the compostable foodservice ware and absorbent pictures are courtesy of Aloterra 

Energy. 
 
More Information: 
More information about Aloterra Energy can be obtained at: 
http://www.aloterrallc.com/ 
 
More information about Miscanthus can be obtained at: 
NEWBio Energy Crop Profile: Giant Miscanthus-
 http://www.newbio.psu.edu/Extension/miscanthus.pdf 
 
Miscanthus Budget for Biomass Production-
 http://extension.psu.edu/publications/ee0081 
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Northeast Ohio Winter Grape School to be Held on Wednesday, March 16, 2016 in Madison, Ohio 
OSU Extension, Tri-County Grape Growers Association, OSU Horticulture & Crop Science Department, and the 
Ashtabula Research Station for the Ohio Agricultural Research & Development Center are pleased to be co-
sponsoring the Northeast Ohio Winter Grape School on Wednesday, March 16, 2016 from 9:30 to 3:30 p.m. at Grand 
River Cellars located at 5750 Madison Road in Madison, Ohio.  Ohio Grape Producers are invited to this power-
packed school! 
 
Registration for this program will begin at 9:00 a.m. with the program running from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  During 
this power packed day, Ohio grape and wine producers will learn valuable updates to increase the profitability of 
their business.   
 
To kick off the morning session, Darlene Costilow, County Executive Director from the Farm Service Agency will 
discuss how the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provided 
financial assistance to replant or rehabilitate vines damaged by the artic cold temperatures of the 2014 & 2015 
winters. Learn about the successes, struggles, and background of these programs.  
 
Dr. Imed Dami, OSU Viticulturalist & Associate Professor will then present strategies for 
managing winter damaged grapevines. This presentation will focus on the lessons learned from 
the devastating 2014 & 2015 winters and on the research which is being conducted as a result.   
 
Dr. Elizabeth Long, OSU/OARDC Entomologist, Dave Scurlock, OSU/OARDC Viticulture Outreach 
Specialist & Les Ober OSU Extension, will conclude the morning program by giving an update on 
the management of our newest pest to northeast Ohio grapevine yards; this being the Spotted 
Wing Drosophila. Learn how to identify this insect, control options and how you can build an 
inexpensive SWD monitoring trap for your vineyard.   
 
Participants will then fellowship together with a lunch catered by Grand River Cellars.  Participants can choose 
between three lunch options.  The options are #1: Pulled pork sandwich served on a pretzel bun with coleslaw, chips, 
& a pickle; option #2: Asian Chicken Wrap with lettuce, tomato, crunchy noodles and mandarin oranges served with 
pasta salad, chips & a pickle; or option #3: Greek Salad-fresh greens topped with artichoke hearts, red peppers, 
kalamato & black olives, chicken & feta cheese topped with Greek dressing.  Morning refreshments, coffee and water 
will also be provided.  Wine may be purchased individually by attendees. 
 
Eric Amberg, Operations Manager for Grafted Grapevine Nursery, LLC in Clifton Springs, New York will kick off the 
afternoon session by sharing information on New York State’s new “Clean Vine Program.”  Eric will also share 
information on the available rootstocks for grapes and vine varietal trends of vines sold to Ohio and the Midwest.  
 
Ernie Wilmink, President of AgriOzein in Burnet, Texas, will then share information on their efforts to engineer, 
design, build and install ozone related equipment on sprayers in the 
vineyards and orchards that will contribute to “greener” growing of 
grapes.  Participants will learn more about ozone related equipment for 
grape vineyard sprayers and how ozogation works.  Ernie will also share 
information on the research studies being conducted on utilizing 
ozogation for grapes disease and insect control.  
 
At least but not least, David Marrison, OSU Extension will help grape growers and winery owners learn how they can 
assemble their financial documents into an easy to use PDF-writeable document which will help them as they 



complete their business (and personal) succession & estate plans. Learn how organizing and planning today will help 
your personal and business assets transfer to the next generation with fewer complications. 30 minutes 
Reservations for this program are due by noon on March 8, 2016.  The registration fee for this program is $20 per 
person which includes program materials, lunch and refreshments.  A registration flyer can be obtained 
at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events  More information about this program can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula 
County Extension office at 440-576-9008 or by emailing David Marrison at marrison.2@osu.edu.  Ohio Private 
Pesticide Applicator’s Re-certification Credits have been applied for from the Ohio Department of Agriculture.     
 
Deadline to Submit for USDA Conservation Reserve Program is February 26 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is reminding farmers and ranchers that the competitive sign-up deadline 
for its most popular voluntary conservation program, the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), is Feb. 26, 2016. This 
will be one of the most competitive general sign-up periods in history, in part due a statutory limit on the number of 
acres that can be enrolled in the program. The most competitive applications will be those that combine multiple 
conservation benefits, such as water quality and wildlife habitat. 
 
For the past thirty years, CRP has provided financial incentives to farmers and ranchers to remove environmentally 
sensitive agricultural land from production to be planted with certain grasses, shrubs and trees that improve water 
quality, prevent soil erosion and increase wildlife habitat. Since 1985, CRP has sequestered an annual average of 49 
million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 million cars off the road; prevented 9 billion tons of soil from 
erosion, enough to fill 600 million dump trucks; and reduced nitrogen and phosphorous runoff by 95 and 85 percent, 
respectively. CRP also protects more than 170,000 stream miles with forests and grasses, enough to go around the 
world seven times. The program has allowed for the restoration of 2.7 million acres of wetland and protects more 
than 170,000 stream miles with forests and grasses, enough to go around the world seven times. 
 
"Since the start of this Administration, USDA has invested more than $29 billion to help producers make conservation 
improvements, working with as many as 500,000 farmers, ranchers and landowners to protect land and water on 
over 400 million acres nationwide," said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. "The Conservation Reserve Program has 
been and continues to be a key piece of USDA's conservation strategy, and with this competitive sign-up we are 
encouraging applications that offer the greatest environmental protection." 
 
As of January 2016, 23.6 million acres were enrolled in CRP, with contracts for more than 1.6 million acres set to 
expire this fall. The statutory cap on acres that can be enrolled is 24 million acres. Submissions will be ranked 
according to environmental benefits in comparison to all other offers nationwide. USDA will announce accepted 
offers after the enrollment period ends and offers are reviewed. For an interactive tour of CRP success stories from 
across the U.S., visit www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30, or follow on Twitter at #CRPis30. 
 
In 2015, a record number of continuous CRP acres were enrolled, totaling over 830,000 acres. These high-value acres 
provide multiple benefits on the same land including water quality, wildlife, carbon sequestration and others. For 
example, the acres dedicated to pollinators have almost tripled to over 190,000 acres and support the National 
Strategy to Promote the Health of Honey Bees and Other Pollinators. 
 
This record sign-up came after a May 2015 announcement that an additional 800,000 acres would be accepted for 
key natural resource enhancements. Since the May 2015 announcement, wetland restorations have increased by 
77,000 acres, duck nesting habitats have increased 35,000 acres and other wildlife habitat has increased 255,000 
acres within the CRP State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE). 
 
Surveys have demonstrated significant increases in populations of upland grassland birds; the 227,000 acres 
dedicated to upland bird habitat buffers are estimated to increase bobwhite quail numbers by 350,000 each fall. 
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For an interactive look at USDA's work in conservation and forestry over the course of this Administration, 
visit http://medium.com/usda-results. 
 
For more information on Farm Service Agency (FSA) conservation programs, visit a local FSA office or 
www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. To find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
 
5 Retirement Investment Tips  
By By Anna-Lisa Laca, Online and Business Editor 
Web Source: http://www.agweb.com/article/5-retirement-investment-tips-naa-anna-lisa-laca/ 
 
It might be hard to believe, but you’re not going farm forever. Are you ready for retirement? There are steps you 
should take to ensure you’re able to live the life you desire once it’s time to pass the management reins to the next 
generation.  On average, men age 65 today will live 84.3 years, according to the U.S. Department of Social Security. 
That’s almost 20 years of retirement bliss or blunder, depending on how well-prepared you are. The average monthly 
income for a couple drawing Social Security benefits is $2,176—roughly $26,000 per year. 
 
That should trigger concern among producers, says David Marrison, Ohio State University Extension specialist. 
“If $2,176 is an average benefit, it’s safe to say farm couples will receive less than that,” he explains. “Farmers are 
really good at avoiding tax payments, so [many] probably haven’t even paid in average contributions.” 
 
Even if they do receive the average payment, Marrison says, farmers should think through where the remainder of 
their living expenses will come from. “The average household lives on $60,000 per year,” he says. “If only $26,120 
will come from Social Security, where will the rest come from?” 
 
In many cases, the difference directly affects the farm business, Marrison says. The following tips can help you plan 
while limiting negative consequences for your operation. 
1. Decide when the time is right. Many people default to retiring at 65, but they should let finances dictate when the 
time is right, says Joshua Mellberg, president and founder of J.D. Mellberg Financial in Tucson, Ariz. “With that 
approach, you are more likely to have the savings necessary to sustain you for the rest of your life,” Mellberg says. 
 
2. Determine your budget. Next, figure out how much money you’ll actually need to cover your living expenses once 
you retire, says Tim Eggers of Iowa State University Extension. Also think through family living expenses, such as fuel 
and utilities, that might have been co-mingled with farm expenses, Marrison adds. Farm families should envision 
post-retirement life while realizing that can get tricky. “Farmers say they plan to live on less, but want to travel. To do 
those trips, you’re going to have to live daily life as you have been, but also have money” to fund the travel, Marrison 
says. “You may actually need more money to live on once you’re retired than before.” 
 
3. Figure out inflation. Then identify your target savings goal, accounting for inflation. Marrison suggests using the 
Rule of 72. Take the number 72 and divide it by an interest-rate factor.  Marrison uses 4%, which is the average 
inflation rate over the past 50 years. In this example, that would mean in 18 years, your living expenses will be 
double what they are today because of higher inflation. 
 
4. Determine a savings plan. Meet with your financial adviser to develop a series of next steps, Mellberg advises. 
View retirement as a way to reduce tax liability, Marrison adds. “In times of good grain prices—in 2010, 2011 and 
2012—farmers were doing a lot of tax mitigation by buying equipment, when in hindsight maybe what we should 
have been doing is putting that money into a 401(k) for the older generation,” he says. 
 
5. Start saving today. Even investing 10% of your income today can add up to a nice retirement savings if you start 
soon enough, Marrison says. Be aware that if you plan to retire soon, low interest rates could act as a stumbling 

http://medium.com/usda-results
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.agweb.com/article/5-retirement-investment-tips-naa-anna-lisa-laca/


block, Mellberg says. Low interest rates incentivize corporations to borrow for higher potential earnings, while those 
with bonds or savings accounts receive less in interest payments. “They can’t generate much of a return on their 
savings, and they may not be in a position to risk their money in the markets where a higher yield is possible,” he 
points out. Interest rates are about to get a boost, but Mellberg says it won’t be a “miracle fix.” 
 
You can even begin mapping out your retirement with Purdue University’s interactive Planning for a Secure 
Retirement tool. 
 
Top Producer Associate Editor Ben Potter contributed to this story 
 
Ashtabula County Dairy Banquet to be held on Saturday, March 19, 2016 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Dairy Service Unit are pleased to announce the 66th Annual Dairy banquet 
will be held at the Lenox Community Center on Saturday, March 19 and will begin promptly at 8 p.m.  The banquet 
program will consist of the crowning of the 2016Dairy Princess; the presentation of production and 4-H awards; and 
the election of two members to the Dairy Service Unit Board.  Tickets are $15 per person and can be purchased  from 
Dairy Service Unit Board members, Tom Coltman of Wayne, Joel Baldwin of Sheffield; Jason Brinker of Rock Creek; 
Matt Springer of Lenox; Lisa Kalas of Jefferson; and from David Marrison at the Ashtabula County Extension office at 
39 Wall Street in Jefferson.  Pre-sale tickets are required this year.  Please purchase your ticket by March 11, 2016.  
For more information about this program contact the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008. 
 
Ashtabula County Master Gardeners’ Spring Gardening Program at Local Libraries in March 
Join the Ashtabula County Master Gardeners for their spring gardening program at libraries across Ashtabula County 
during the week of March 19-29, 2016.  During these two hour sessions, the Master Gardeners will be discussing the 
following topics:  Strawberries in the Home Garden; Pumpkins & Gourds; Native Shrubs for Year-Round Color; and 
Hot Buttons in the Global Garden.  This program is free; however space is limited.   Please call your local library to 
reserve your spot!  The program locations and times are: 
 
Saturday, March 19, 2016 
Andover Public Library  
10:00 to 12:00 noon 
142 West Main Street 
 Andover, Ohio 44003 
440-293-6792 
 
Rock Creek Public Library 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
2988 High Street 
Rock Creek, Ohio 44084 
440-563-3340 
 
Ashtabula Public Library 
1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
335 West 44th Street 
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004 
440-997-9341 
 
Monday, March 21, 2016 
Henderson Memorial Library 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
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54 East Jefferson Street 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047 
440-576-3761 
 
Tuesday, March 22, 2016 
Conneaut Public Library 
1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
304 Buffalo Street 
Conneaut, Ohio 44030 
440-593-1608 
 
Wednesday, March 23, 2016 
Kingsville Public Library  
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
6006 Academy Avenue  
Kingsville, Ohio 44048 
440-224-0239 
 
Thursday, March 24, 2016 
Harbor-Topky Memorial Library 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
1633 Walnut Blvd 
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004 
440-964-9645 
 
Saturday, March 26, 2016 
Grand Valley Library  
10:00 to 12:00 noon 
1 North School Street 
Orwell, Ohio 44076 
440-437-6545 
 
Tuesday, March 29, 2016 
Geneva Public Library 
 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
860 Sherman Street 
Geneva, Ohio 44041 
440-466-4521 
 
These programs are free however space is limited.   Please call your local library to reserve your spot!  A program 
flyer can be accessed at: http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers/upcoming-
educational-programs  More information can received by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at: 440-576-
9008 for more details. 
 
Joe Bodnar Memorial Northern Classic Steer & Heifer Show to be held on Saturday, April 16, 2016 
The Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association will be sponsoring the 19th Annual Joe Bodnar Memorial Northern 
Classic Steer & Heifer Jackpot Show on Saturday, April 16 at the Ashtabula County Fairgrounds in Jefferson, Ohio. This 
good old fashion jackpot show will start promptly at noon.  The show is open to all youth under the age of 21 and will 
begin promptly at noon.  An entry fee of $25 per head if pre-registered by April 7, 2016 and $30 per head thereafter.  
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Cash prizes will be awarded to individual class winners and to the Champion Steer, Reserve Champion Steer, 
Champion Heifer, and Reserve Champion Heifer.   In addition to the open show, a Showmanship class and an 
Ashtabula County Class will be held.  Local residents are encouraged to come out and watch this show.  A registration 
flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events.  More information about this program can be obtained by calling 
the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008 or by emailing David Marrison at marrison.2@osu.edu.   
 
Ashtabula County Extension Looking for Summer College Student Assistant 
OSU Extension in Ashtabula County is looking for a Summer College Student Assistant to assist with the summer 4-H 
Youth Development program.  The purpose of this county based extension internship program is to provide an 
opportunity for a college student to gain workforce preparation skills to prepare them for success as they enter the 
first position of their professional careers.  This summer position provides valuable pre-professional experience for 
educational and community based careers. 
 
The Student Assistant will be provided with a variety of county-based Extension workforce experiences.  Job 
responsibilities include but are not limited to:  assisting the County Staff with Summer Youth Camps, Summer School 
Enrichment programs, and Junior Fair activities.  
 
Applicants must have completed one year of college and have evidence of successful leadership experience in 4-H, 
school and/or community organizations.  Candidates should be self-motivated, possess strong organizational skills 
and must be available to work a flexible schedule including occasional nights and weekends. 
 
This student will be employed for a maximum of 15 weeks with proposed hourly wage is $10-$12.50 per hour 
depending on qualifications. Reimbursement for official job travel will be provided according to Extension travel 
policy.   The successful applicant will be required to pass a criminal background check.  Interested individuals should 
complete the employment application and submit a cover letter and resume 
at http://go.osu.edu/OSUextensionapplication prior to April 15, 2016. Please contact the Ashtabula County Extension 
Office at 440-576-9008 for more information. 
 
2016-2017 Ashtabula County Beef Scholarships Applications Available 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association are pleased to announce they will be awarding two 
youth beef scholarships for the 2016-2017 school year.  One $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to a deserving 2016 
High School Senior who will be attending an accredited full four year college or an accredited two year technical 
institute in 2016-2017. In addition, one $500 scholarship will be awarded to a current College Student who is 
currently attending an accredited full four year college or an accredited two year technical institute.   
 
Applicants must be resident of Ashtabula County. The first preference by the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s 
Association is the scholarships be awarded to deserving students who have been involved in the beef industry as a 
youth.  Examples of this could include: working on a family beef operation; involved with a beef project through 4-H 
or FFA; or works on a local beef farm. The second preference for the scholarship recipients would be awarded to 
students who are currently or will be studying a beef related field in accredited full four year college or an accredited 
two year technical institute.  Previous winners of the $1,000 High School Senior Scholarship are eligible to apply for 
the $500 College Scholarship.  However, the $500 college scholarship can only be received once by a student during 
their college career. 
 
Applications must be received by the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association by May 1, 2016 for consideration for 
the scholarship.  No late applications will be considered.  The application can be obtained at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-
events   Additional information can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008. 
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Northeast Ohio Regional Agronomy School to be Held on February 23, 2016 
By David Marrison, OSU Extension Educator 
 
The OSU Extension offices in Northeast Ohio are pleased to be offering the “2016 Northeast Ohio Agronomy School” 
on Tuesday, February 23, 2016 from 9:30 to 3:00 p.m. at the Williamsfield Community Center in Williamsfield, Ohio.  
Join OSU Extension as we host our annual Agronomy School for crop farmers in Northeast Ohio. With profit margins 
decreasing it will be vital for crop producers to get the biggest bang from the dollars they invest in land rental, seed 
and fertilizer, technology, chemicals, and crop protection.  
 
During the program, Les Ober, OSU Extension ANR Program Specialist from Geauga County will help producers learn 
more about spray additives and how improper measurements may be costing your operation valuable dollars. In 
today’s world of modern agricultural technology pesticides are chemical wonders in a small bag or bottle. Each one 
has the potential to do the job but getting the most out of each product depends on what you add and how you 
handle the chemical. When you add an adjuvant what does that mysterious other ingredient really do? Have you 
ever considered the level of concentration and the precision of measurement that it takes to meet the labeled 
requirements? 
 
Dianne Shoemaker, OSU Extension Field Specialist for Dairy Production Economics, will review how the Finpack 
BENCHmark reports can help producers take a good look at the profitability of their crop enterprises.  With corn and 
soybean prices dropping over the past year and low margins predicted for the 2016 cropping year, it is crucial that 
crop farmers examine their financial numbers closely. 
 
Dr. Mark Loux, OSU Extension Weed Specialist will then share what is new in weed control for agronomic crops.  
Learn about the new corn and soybean premixes and the status of the Enlist and Xtend herbicide 
programs. Mark will share management details for controlling weed resistance weeds as Marestail has 
exploded in Northeast Ohio and Palmer Amaranth was discovered in Mahoning County in 2015.  Learn 
more about overlapping residual and strategies to use to keep other weeds from becoming resistant in 
your crop fields.   
 
Dr. Andy Michel, OSU Extension Entomologist, will share tips for dealing with insects in your field crops.  Producers 
will learn more about soybean aphids, stinkbugs, and Western Bean Cutworm.  Learn the thresholds for each of these 
bugs and the control measures for each. Andy will provide insight on future control measures such as RNAi.  Dr. 
Kelley Tilmon, OSU Extension’s new field crop entomologist will also be on hand to discuss her multi-state research 
on soybean seed treatments.   
 
Lee Beers, OSU Extension Educator for Trumbull County, will share how farmers can use the new Ohio Nutrient 
Management Record Keeper (ONMRK) mobile app to comply with the new recordkeeping requirements created by 
Senate Bill 1 and Senate Bill 150.  This APP was developed by Knox County Farm Bureau and Knox County Soil and 
Water Conservation District.  
 
And to wrap up the day, David Marrison, OSU Extension Educator, will provide updates on the proposed changes to 
the private and commercial pesticide re-certification process, new Worker Protection Standards, and on the newly 
formed Northeast Ohio Phosphorus Task force.  
 
As always, a hearty farmer lunch prepared by Lahti Catering means you will not go away hungry! This lunch is 
sponsored by W.I. Miller & Sons of Farmdale, Ohio. Each of our program sponsors will provide a short industry 
update during lunch.  Pre-registration is required by Monday, February 15, 2016. Registration fee is $10.00/per 



person.  Registration includes morning refreshments, lunch, speaker travel expenses, and program handouts.  Make 
checks payable to OSU Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. 
CCA and Private & Commercial Pesticide Credits have been applied for.  Weed control guides will be on sale for $15 
at the workshop.  A registration flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events  If you have any questions please 
call 440-576-9008. 
 
Beef Cattle Pasture Management Workshop to be held on February 25 in Jefferson 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association would like to invite beef 
producers to “Beef Cattle Pasture Management” workshop on Thursday, February 25, 2016 
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in the downstairs meeting room of the OSU Extension - Ashtabula 
County office located at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson, Ohio.  Area beef producers and    4-
H/FFA youth are encouraged to attend this workshop. 
 
During this program, producers will learn the strategies for effective pasture management 
and how to control troublesome pasture weeds.  Learn the key steps to take in getting rid of profit-robbing weeds.  
Effective pasture management can lead to increased profitability.  
 
This program will feature Breanna Lawyer, Range & Pasture Sales Trainee: Eastern Vegetation 
Management District for Dow AgroSciences.   Breanna’s duties with Dow AgroSciences includes assist 
farmers in Indiana, Illinois, and Ohio with their pasture management needs.   She received her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Agricultural Business and Management from Purdue University and an 
Associate’s Degree in Ag Business from Black Hawk College. 
 
This workshop is free and open to the public.  Light refreshments will be served.  More information about this 
program can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008.  
 
2016 4-H Carnival to be held March 8th  
The 7th annual Ashtabula County 4-H Carnival will be held on Tuesday, March 8th during Ashtabula County 4-H Week 
at the 4-H Expo Building at the County Fairgrounds in Jefferson from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  This event is open to all to 
encourage families who are interested in 4-H to come and learn about the programs 4-H has to 
offer.   
 
The 2016 4-H Carnival will be filled with activities and games for youth to participate in with 
their family and friends. Fun carnival food, like hot dogs, popcorn, and snow cones will be 
available by donation for children of all ages. Exciting and interactive activities and games will 
be offered representing each 4-H program area at the event where questions on projects can 
be answered by an advisor or species chair that has knowledge in the project area.  
 
Information on Ashtabula County 4-H will be available for all those in attendance.   
For more information on 4-H programs in Ashtabula County, please contact Jenna Hoyt at 440-576-9008 or via email 
at hoyt.88@osu.edu or visit our website at www.ashtabula.osu.edu and visit the 4-H Youth Development page. 
 
Upcoming 2016 Winter Extension Program Dates 
The following programs have been scheduled for Northeast Ohio farmers this upcoming winter.  Complete 
registration flyers can be found at: http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-natural-
resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines 
 
Northeast Ohio Pesticide Recertification & Fertilizer Certification Sessions 
February 26, 2016 at the Perry Community Center 
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State Beef Webinar 
February 16, 2016 at the Ashtabula County Extension Office 
 
2016 Northeast Ohio Agronomy School 
February 23, 2016 at the Williamsfield Community Center 
 
Northeast Ohio Winter Beef Clinic 
February 25, 2016 at the Ashtabula County Extension Office 
 
2016 Northeast Ohio Winter Grape School 
March 16, 2016 at Grand River Cellars 
 
Miscanthus Harvest Tour 
March 18, 2016 
 
2016 Ashtabula County Dairy Banquet 
Saturday, March 19, 2016 at the Lenox Community Center 
 
2016 Joe Bodnar Memorial Northern Classic Steer & Heifer Show 
Saturday, April 16, 2016 at the Ashtabula County Fairgrounds 
 
*************************************************************************************** 
PLEASE SHARE…this newsletter with farmers or others who are interested in agricultural topics in 
Ashtabula & Trumbull Counties. Past issues can be located at: https://go.osu.edu/ag-news.  Please tell 
your friends and neighbors to sign up for the list.  CONTACT: marrison.2@osu.edu 
*************************************************************************************** 
Readers can subscribe electronically to this newsletter by sending an e-mail message 
to: marrison.2@osu.edu.   If you would like to opt-out of receiving this newsletter, please e-
mail marrison.2@osu.edu with the words: UNSUBSCRIBE 
  

 
*************************************************************************************** 
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OSU Extension, Tri-County Grape Growers Association, OSU Horticulture & Crop Science Department, and the Ashtabula 
Research Station for the Ohio Agricultural Research & Development Center are pleased to be co-sponsoring the Northeast 

Ohio Winter Grape School.  Ohio Grape Producers are invited to this power-packed school! 
 

Registration – Registration will be held from 9:00 to 9:30.  Join us early for fellowship and light refreshments. 
 
How the Farm Service Agency is Helping Grape Growers- Darlene Costilow, County Executive 
Director from the Farm Service Agency will be on hand to discuss how the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) and the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provided financial assistance to 
replant or rehabilitate vines damaged by the artic cold temperatures of the 2014 & 2015 winters. Learn 
about the successes, struggles, and background of these programs.  
 
Managing Winter Damaged Vines– Dr. Imed Dami, Associate Professor and OSU Vitculturalist,will 
be presenting strategies for managing winter damaged grapevines. This presentation will focus on the 
lessons learned from the devastating 2014 & 2015 winters and on the research which is being 
conducted as a result.   
 

Spotted Wing Drosophila  – Dr. Elizabeth Long, OSU/OARDC Entomologist, Dave Scurlock, 
OSU/OARDC Viticulture Outreach Specialist & Les Ober, OSU Extension, will give an update on 
the management of our newest pest - Spotted Wing Drosophila. Learn how to identify the SWD, 
control options and how you can build an inexpensive SWD monitoring trap for your vineyard.   
 
Lunch – Join us as we fellowship together with a lunch catered by Grand River Cellars.  

Participants can choose between three lunch options.  The options are #1: Pulled pork sandwich served on a pretzel bun 
with coleslaw, chips, & a pickle; option #2: Asian Chicken Wrap with lettuce, tomato, crunchy noodles and mandarin 
oranges served with pasta salad, chips & a pickle; or option #3: Greek Salad-fresh greens topped with artichoke hearts, 
red peppers, kalamato & black olives, chicken & feta cheese topped with Greek dressing.  Morning refreshments, coffee 
and water will also be provided.  Wine may be purchased individually by attendees. 
 
New York Clean Vine Program & Vine Varietal Trends- Eric Amberg, Operations Manager for Grafted Grapevine 
Nursery, LLC in Clifton Springs, New York will share information on New York State’s new “Clean Vine Program.”  Eric will 
also share information on the available rootstocks for grapes and vine varietal trends of vines sold to Ohio and the 
Midwest.  
 
What is Ozogation? - Ernie Wilmink, President of AgriOzein in Burnet, TX, will share information on their efforts to 

engineer, design, build and install ozone related equipment on sprayers in the 
vineyards and orchards that will contribute to “greener” growing of grapes.  
Participants will learn more about ozone related equipment for grape vineyard 
sprayers and how ozogation works.  Learn more about the research studies 
being conducted on utilizing ozogation for grapes disease and insect control.  
 

Getting Your Farm & Personal Affairs in Order- Are you prepared for the unexpected? David 
Marrison, OSU Extension Educator, will help grape growers and winery owners pull together their 
financial documents into an easy to use PDF-writeable document which will help them as they 
complete their business (and personal) succession & estate plans. Learn how organizing and planning 
today will help your personal and business assets transfer to the next generation with fewer 
complications. 30 minutes 
 
Reservations are due by noon on March 8, 2016.  The registration fee for this program is $20 per 
person which includes program materials, lunch and refreshments.  More information about this 
program can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008 or by emailing David Marrison 
at marrison.2@osu.edu.  This workshop has been approved for 1 hour of Ohio Pesticide Applicator Re-certification 
Credits (2B Commercial and Category 3 Private).     
 
Grand River Cellars 
5750 Madison Road 
Madison, Ohio 44057 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

2016 Northeast Ohio Winter Grape School 
Wednesday, March 16, 2016 – 9:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

Grand River Cellars in Madison, Ohio 
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440-298-9838 
grcinfo@grandrivercellars.com 
www.grandrivercellars.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

2016 Northeast Ohio Winter Grape School 
Name of Attendee(s)________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________  Email_________________________________ 

$________$20 per person     Reservations are due by March 8, 2016. 
 
Please choose your menu option(s):     
______Option #1: Pulled pork sandwich served on a pretzel bun with coleslaw, chips, & a pickle; option  
______Option #2:  Asian Chicken Wrap with lettuce, tomato, crunchy noodles and mandarin oranges served with 

pasta salad, chips & a pickle 
______Option #3: Greek Salad-fresh greens topped with artichoke hearts, red peppers, kalamato & black 

olives, chicken & feta cheese topped with Greek dressing 
 
Return to:        Make checks payable to: 
OSU Extension, 39 Wall Street     OSU Extension 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047 
 
For More Information: Call the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008 

Travel South 
from Interstate 
90 for 2.9 miles 
on Route 528 to 

Grand River 
Cellars (entrance 

on right) 
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	“Beef Cattle Pasture Management” 

	 
 
 

 

 
 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association would like to invite 
beef producers to “Beef Cattle Pasture Management” workshop on Thursday, 
February 25, 2016 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in the downstairs meeting room of the OSU 
Extension - Ashtabula County office located at 39 Wall 
Street in Jefferson, Ohio.  Area beef producers and    
4-H/FFA youth are encouraged to attend this 
workshop. 
 
During this program, producers will learn the strategies 
for effective pasture management and how to control 
troublesome pasture weeds.  Learn the key steps to 
take in getting rid of profit-robbing weeds.  Effective 
pasture management can lead to increased 
profitability.  
 
This program will feature Breanna Lawyer, Range & Pasture Sales Trainee: Eastern 

Vegetation Management District for Dow AgroSciences.   Breanna’s 
duties with Dow AgroSciences includes assist farmers in Indiana, 
Illinois, and Ohio with their pasture management needs.   She 
received her Bachelor’s Degree in Agricultural Business and 
Management from Purdue University and an Associate’s Degree in Ag 
Business from Black Hawk College. 
 

This workshop is free and open to the public.  Light refreshments will be served.  More 
information about this program can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County 
Extension office at 440-576-9008.  

 Directions on Back 
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7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

OSU Extension Office 
39 Wall Street   
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39 Wall Street 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Join us for another great Northeast Ohio Beef Clinic! 
 

 

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on 

a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.



 

 

Northeast Ohio Regional Agronomy School 
Williamsfield Community Center 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 from 9:30 to 3:00 p.m. 

Join OSU Extension as we host our annual Agronomy School for crop farmers in Northeast Ohio. With profit margins 
decreasing it will be vital for crop producers to get the biggest bang from the dollars they invest in land rental, seed and 

fertilizer, technology, chemicals, and crop protection.  

 
Registration – Registration begins at 9:00 a.m. Join us early for light refreshments. Program will start at 9:30 a.m. 
 
How Do You Measure Up When it Comes to Getting the Most Out of Your Pesticides? - In today’s world of modern 
agricultural technology pesticides are chemical wonders in a small bag or bottle. Each one has the potential to do the job 
but getting the most out of each product depends on what you add and how you handle the chemical. When you add an 
adjuvant what does that mysterious other ingredient really do? Have you ever considered the level of concentration and 
the precision of measurement that it takes to meet the labeled requirements? Les Ober, OSU Extension ANR Program 
Specialist from Geauga County will help producers learn more about spray additives and how improper measurements 
may be costing your operation valuable dollars. 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
 
Getting Off the Bench and Heading for the End Zone: Using Your Numbers in Cropping Decisions- With corn and 
soybean prices dropping over the past year and low margins predicted for the 2016 cropping year, Dianne Shoemaker, 
OSU Extension Field Specialist for Dairy Production Economics, will review how the Finpack BENCHmark reports can 
help producers take a good look at the profitability of their crop enterprises. 10:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
 
Agronomic Weed Control - Dealing with Marestail and Palmer Amaranth in Northeast Ohio - Dr. Mark 
Loux, OSU Extension Weed Specialist will share what is new in weed control for agronomic crops.  Learn about 
the new corn and soybean premixes and the status of the Enlist and Xtend herbicide programs. Mark will share 
management details for controlling weed resistance weeds as Marestail has exploded in Northeast Ohio and 
Palmer Amaranth was discovered in Mahoning County in 2015.  Learn more about overlapping residual and 
strategies to use to keep other weeds from becoming resistant in your crop fields.  11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
 
Lunch & Industry Trade Talks - As always, a hearty farmer lunch prepared by Lahti Catering means you will not go 
away hungry! This lunch is sponsored by W.I. Miller & Sons of Farmdale, Ohio. Each of our program sponsors will provide 
a short industry update during lunch.  Lunch & trade talks will be held from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. 
 
Field Crop Insect Update – Dr. Andy Michel, OSU Extension Entomologist, will share tips for dealing with insects in your 
field crops.  Producers will learn more about soybean aphids, stinkbugs, and Western Bean Cutworm.  Learn the 
thresholds for each of these bugs and the control measures for each. Andy will provide insight on future control measures 
such as RNAi.  Dr. Kelley Tilmon, OSU Extension’s new field crop entomologist will also be on hand to discuss her multi-
state research on soybean seed treatments.  1:00 to 2:00 p.m.  
 
Ohio Nutrient Management Record Keeper (ONMRK)- Lee Beers, OSU Extension Educator for Trumbull County, will 
share how farmers can use the new ONMRK mobile app to comply with the new recordkeeping requirements created by 
Senate Bill 1 and Senate Bill 150.  This APP was developed by Knox County Farm Bureau and Knox County Soil and 
Water Conservation District. 2:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
 
Changes Abound- The industry of agriculture continues to be placed more regulation.  David Marrison, OSU Extension 
Educator, will provide updates on the proposed changes to the private and commercial pesticide re-certification process, 
new Worker Protection Standards, and on the newly formed Northeast Ohio Phosphorus Task force. 2:30 to 3:00 p.m. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Pre-registration is required by Monday, February 15, 2016. Registration fee is $10.00/per person.  Registration 
includes morning refreshments, lunch, speaker travel expenses, and program handouts.  Make checks payable to OSU 
Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you have any questions 
please call 440-576-9008. CCA and Private & Commercial Pesticide Credits have been granted (both Ohio and 
Pennsylvania).  Weed control guides will be on sale for $15 at the workshop. 
Name____________________________________  Phone_____________________ 
Address__________________________________  City__________________ Zipcode________ 
Email____________________________________  # of Reservations_______________$10 per RSVP  
        _____Yes, pre-order a Weed Control Guide for me 

 

 CFAES provides research and related educational programs 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 

information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 


	February16OhioAgENews2016
	2016WinterGrapeSchoolRegistration
	2016WinterBeefClinicPastureManagementFlyer
	2016NortheastOhioAgronomySchoolRegistrationFlyerd

	CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis For more information httpgoosueducfaesdiversity: 
	undefined: 
	Name of Attendees: 
	Address: 
	Phone: 
	Email: 
	20 per person: 
	Option 1: 
	Option 2: 
	Option 3: 


