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Hello, Northeast Ohio Counties!

As you can tell from the list of this week’s articles, 
there are a ton of activities taking place across our 
region this winter for producers.  We will continue to 
promote all these events in this newsletter and hope 
to see you at these events.

We were pleased to have quite a few Ohio farmers 
at the American Farm Bureau Federation’s Annual 
Meeting in Phoenix this past weekend.  It was a 
great conference.  Picture above is Geauga County 
Farm Bureau President Dale Baker “riding” into the 
trade show.
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Early Look Ahead to Spring Planting Season and Growing Season 
By Jim Noel 
Source: http://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2017-1/early-look-ahead-spring-planting-
season-and-growing-season 
 
Winter so far has seen major swings in weather patterns but in the end we are close to normal 
temperatures and precipitation. For the remainder of January milder and wetter are the words. The 
graphic shows the NWS Ohio River Forecast Center's 16-day precipitation outlook which is wet. Normal 
precipitation is near 2 inches with the mean forecast being 2-5 inches.  
 
Going forward for the remainder of winter it 
looks a little warmer and wetter than normal 
with still significant swings in weather patterns. 
The early outlook for spring planting season 
suggests a slightly warmer than normal season 
with precipitation normal or slightly above 
normal. Some planting delays would be 
possible. Historical data suggests a slightly 
later than normal last freeze date. The early 
outlook for the summer growing season 
suggests a warm to hot summer with rainfall 
potentially below normal.  You can keep up-to-
date on the outlooks at the NOAA/NWS 
Climate Prediction Center 
at: http://www.cpc.noaa.gov/ 
 
Love Your Soil, Love Your Water: Valentine’s Day Cover Crop Workshop  
The Portage County Soil & Water Conservation District will be hosting a Cover Crop Workshop on 
Tuesday, February 14, 2017, 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. at the Portage SWCD Meeting Room 6970 State Route 
88, Ravenna 44266. Cover crops improve farm productivity and farm profitability while also providing 
valuable environmental benefits.  Cover crops build soil health which reduces soil erosion and storm 
water run-off.  Keeping soil in place is critical for nutrient management and water quality. Two of Ohio’s 
leading experts will talk about how to incorporate cover crops into your farm plan. 
 
Presenters for this event are: 

- Jim Hoorman, Northeast Region NRCS-Soil Health Division 
       Using Soil Health and Cover Crops to Improve Water Quality 

- David Brandt, Walnut Creek Seeds, LLC 
       How to Incorporate Cover Crops into Your Farm Plan  
 
To register contact Marybeth at mwillett@portageswcd.org or (call (330) 297-7633 x3.  The registration 
deadline is Feb. 10, 2017. 
 
New Deadline for Reporting Non-Employee Compensation on Form 1099 
By David Marrison 
 
There is a new change from the Internal Review Service which farmers will need to be aware of in 
regards to the Form 1099.  New this year is that if the Form 1099s is being issued to report “Non-
Employee Compensation” it is due both to the recipient and to the IRS by January 31, 2017.   The 
recipient due date has always been January 31, but taxpayers usually had until February 28 or in the 



 

 

case of e-filed returns March 31 to file with the IRS.  However, this is no longer true for those receiving a 
1099 for non-employee compensation.  They are due to both by January 31 with no extensions.   
 
A Form 1099 for “non-employee compensation” is generally required if the total payments for services 
exceeds $600 during the calendar year.  Examples of this could be for hiring a neighboring farmer to 
harvest, spray, or plant your crops.  It could also include hiring a professional such as an accountant or 
veterinarian.  Reporting is needed for payments made to unincorporated businesses (ie. sole 
proprietorship or LLC) in excess of $600.  Generally payments to a corporation do not require a 1099 to 
be issued or payments made to LLC which have elected to be taxed as a corporation.  One exception 
that should be noted is that payments over $600 to an attorney, regardless of business entity 
(corporation or unincorporated), need to have a Form 1099-MISC issued.    
 
Form 1099s are also used for report rent paid to landlords, royalty payments from gas wells, and for 
reporting crop insurance proceeds.  For 1099s issued for these other reasons, they still must be to the 
recipient by January 31 but remain under the old filing deadline to the IRS of February 28 or in the case 
of e-filed returns March 31.  However, it is recommended that you file all of your Form 1099s at the same 
time.  This way you don’t forget to file the other forms by the later due date! 
 
It is highly recommended that farmers obtain a Form W-9 from each business they purchase products 
and services from.  This form provides the necessary information that allows you to process the Form 
1099. Don’t guess on if the entity is a corporation or not.  The W-9 will indicate the type of entity.  You do 
not need to get a new Form W-9 each year, but it is a good idea to get them updated annually if you 
can.   
 
It should be noted that payments paid for products do not require a Form 1099 to be filed.  Therefore, 
when farmers buy fertilizer or feed, they are not required to issue a Form 1099.  However, if services are 
provided along with a product (ie. you hire for the spraying and the entity provides the spray chemicals) 
then a Form 1099 is required and the form should include the total payment made. 
 
More information about 1099 reporting can be obtained at the Internal Revenue Systems website at:  
https://www.irs.gov/uac/about-form-1099misc.  And just a friendly reminder, if you miss the deadline or 
do not issue Form 1099s that are required, the penalty for EACH form 1099 not timely filed is $250 for 
not sending to the recipient and $250 for not filing with the IRS.   
 
Click here to access the form 1099: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1099msc.pdf   
 
OSU Agronomy Webinars Planned 
By Amanda Bennett 
Source: http://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2016-40/osu-agronomy-webinars-planned 
 
Ohio State University Extension announces a series of four webinars available to producers, Certified 
Crop Advisers and industry offered throughout January and February 2017. The Corn, Soybean and 
Wheat Connection series is scheduled to begin on January 24, 2017 and will focus on issues and 
updates in grain crop production. Each webinar will begin at 7:00 p.m. and can be view at several host 
sites across the state or from your home computer. Certified Crop Adviser credits will be available each 
evening at physical locations only. 
 
The first session on January 24 will feature Dr. John Fulton and Dr. Elizabeth Hawkins on how to 
efficiently utilize data from precision agriculture technology to guide farm management decisions. The 
second webinar will be held on January 31 and will detail how to assess growing conditions and their 
impact on ear rots, mycotoxins and malformation in corn. This session will be taught by Dr. Peter 
Thomison, state Corn Production Specialist, OSU Extension and Dr. Pierce Paul, state Corn and Wheat 
Disease Specialist, OSU Extension. 
 



 

 

The third webinar will be held on February 21 and will cover improving soil health and utilizing cover 
crops by Dr. Steve Culman and Dr. Ryan Haden, both from Ohio Agricultural Research and Development 
Center in Wooster. The final webinar on February 28 will give producers management strategies to 
increase soybean yield and provide updates on insect trends from 2016. This session will be taught by 
Dr. Laura Lindsey, state Soybean & Small Grains Specialist, OSU Extension and Dr. Kelley Tilmon, state 
Field Crops Entomology Specialist, OSU Extension. 
 
Participants can register to view at host locations by contacting the host directly. Find a host location 
near you and a full schedule at go.osu.edu/cswconnection2017schedule. If you prefer to view the 
webinars at home, you must pre-register one week before each session to receive login information. You 
may register online at go.osu.edu/cswconnection2017. 
 
These webinars are on outreach tool of the OSU Extension Agronomic Crops Team. Each webinar will 
be recorded and available online one week after the live session. The location of the recordings will be 
announced in the C.O.R.N. Newsletter and published at agcrops.osu.edu. To subscribe to the newsletter, 
visit corn.osu.edu. For questions or more information, contact Amanda Bennett at bennett.709@osu.edu 
or 937-440-3945. 
 
Managing Stockpiled Forages 
By Chris Penrose, OSU Extension Morgan County 
Source: http://u.osu.edu/beef/2017/01/04/managing-stockpiled-forages/ 
 
If you have stockpiled forages like orchardgrass and fescue, sometimes the question of when and how 
should we feed it to our cattle comes up? There are many variables, but let’s start with a few basic 
principles. The earlier you initiated stockpiling, the more yield you will have, but the lower the quality will 
be. Conversely, the later in the year you start to stockpile, the lower the yield will be and the higher the 
quality (Table 1). When you add ~50# of nitrogen per acre, crude protein should rise (Table 2) and yields 
can increase up to a ton per acre. 
 
Table 1. Effect of final clipping date on dry matter yield and crude protein (CP) concentration in 
stockpiled tall fescue forage in Southeast Ohio (source: Maximizing Fall and Winter Grazing for Beef and 
Stocker Cattle, OSU Extension bulletin 472). 
 
Final Clipping 
Date 

Yield (lbs/acre) 
on Nov 3 

————- % CP ———— 

  Nov. 3 Dec 20 Feb 11 
July 1, 1990 3761 13.9 10.1 9.6 
Aug. 16, 1990 3194 15.2 11.0 10.9 
  
Table 2.  Effect of nitrogen application date on crude protein (CP) and acid detergent fiber (ADF) 
concentrations in stockpiled tall fescue forage in Southeast Ohio (OSU Extension bulletin 472). 
 
Application Date ——– % CP ——– ——– % ADF ——- 
 Nov 3 Dec 20 Feb 11 Nov 3 Dec 20 Feb 11 
Aug. 20, 1990 14.4 10.9 10.2 33.1 36.5 40.3 
Sept. 24, 1990 17.3 11.3 11.8 30.0 34.6 38.9 
  
Replicated trials we’ve done over the past three years have further confirmed these principles. 
Another principle is that as the winter progresses orchardgrass quality and quantity will decrease before 
fescue. Typically, I recommend feeding orchardgrass before the end of the year followed by fescue. 
Some producers can then make it through most of the balance of 
winter on stockpiled fescue, if weather conditions permit. 
 
If you have stockpiled fescue, you have options. First, know where 
you’re at. My co-worker, Ed Brown, ANR Educator in Athens 



 

 

County had an article in the Farm and Dairy (11/16/2016) and suggested that we need to test our fescue 
(keeping in mind that fescue quality will decrease over time) and our hay so we can balance our quality 
of our forages to the needs of our cattle. I could not agree more. For example, if our fescue quality is at 
12% protein and we have mid gestation cows in good condition, we could limit access to the fescue and 
supplement with some lower quality hay to stretch out the fescue. 
 
Stockpiled fescue is best utilized by strip grazing. The best way I have seen is when the farmer gives a 
long stretch of fescue several feet deep which acts like a long feed bunk to maximize utilization. Several 
will also place hay in the field at strategic locations when the ground is firm and move electric fence as 
needed, allowing the cows to have both hay and stockpiled fescue. This also reduces mud damage to 
fields. 
 
There are also other times I feed stockpiled fescue. In November, my son and I took a short trip and we 
did not have anyone to feed the cows so we put our cattle on a piece of stockpiled fescue while we were 
away. The other way I love to feed stockpiled fescue is to my spring calving herd just at calving time in 
the beginning of March. I turn the cows into a stockpiled, thick sod, “clean field” to calve in, where there 
are no mud problems and I do not need to feed any more hay. I even notice they pick up a little on 
condition. However, I do supplement a couple pounds of corn a day to them. 
 
Probably the best thing I love about feeding stockpiled forages is the time saved. Reducing the amount 
of time, we feed stored forages not only saves time, but wear and tear on equipment and the need for as 
much stored feed. 
 
Ohio Forage and Grassland Council Conference 
The Ohio Forages and Grasslands Council Annual Conference will be held February 3, 2017 from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Ohio Department of Agriculture in Reynoldsburg, OH. The program theme is 
“High Quality Forages.” The keynote speaker will be Dr. Kim Cassida, Forage 
Extension Specialist at Michigan State University, who will discuss “Managing Grass- 
Legume Mixtures” based on extensive research and experience in Michigan and her 
prior work in West Virginia. She and Dr. Jeff McCutcheon (OSU Extension, 
Southeast Region Director) will discuss “High Energy Pasture for Grass-Finished Beef” 
and two Ohio producers, Bill Lawhon of Knox County and Jeff Ramseyer of Wayne 
County will expand on that topic by discussing how they utilize annual and 
perennial forages in their grass-based beef operations.  
 
Lin Karcher, a dairy producer in Meigs County, will discuss the transition to grass-based dairy production. 
Don and Megan Burgess of Hancock County will discuss how sheep breed affects utilization of annual 
forages in their operation. Todd Hager of Allen County will discuss his commercial hay operation that 
includes baling cover crops within grain crop rotations and reprocessing big square bales of alfalfa into 
small squares prior to marketing. A six-state evaluation of “Reduced Lignin Alfalfa” will be discussed by 
Angie Parker (Ohio State University Graduate Research Assistant) and Dr. Mark Sulc and Dr. Dave 
Barker (The Ohio State University) will provide a Research Update on several projects including optimizing 
animal intake on tall fescue pastures, revising potato leafhopper thresholds for leafhopper- resistant 
alfalfa and alfalfa-grass mixtures, and effects of different harvest schedules on alfalfa- grass mixtures.  
 
Details of the program and a registration form will be available at http://www.afgc.org/ohio.php 
Registration will be due by January 27, 2017. For more information contact Gary Wilson at 
osuagman@gmail.com and (419) 348-3500, or Mark Sulc at sulc.2@osu.edu and (614) 292- 9084.  
 
 
 
Scientists Aim to Feed the World by Boosting Photosynthesis 
By Amina Khan 
Source: http://www.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la-sci-sn-boosting-photosynthesis-20161117-
story.html 



 

 

 
A little extra light goes a long way. By fixing a glitch in plants’ 
ability to use sunlight to make sugar, scientists have managed to 
improve the efficiency of photosynthesis by about 15% — an 
upgrade that could be used to raise agricultural crop yields. 
 
The findings, described in the journal Science, could help 
researchers find ways to feed Earth’s ever-growing human 
population.  “That’s pretty amazing ... if this could be put into all of 
our food and feed and fuel crops, then it would solve certainly a 
decade or more’s worth of our need for these agricultural 
products,” said Sabeeha Merchant, a biochemist at UCLA who was 
not involved in the study.   
 
Today’s grains and other crops look very different than the ones ancient humans first began to cultivate. 
Take the ancestor to modern corn, which featured tiny cobs with just a few kernels that were covered in 
tough shells. But several millennia of breeding, in which farmers selected for their preferred traits, 
resulted in the large cobs filled with hundreds of soft, sweet kernels — making it a much more calorie-
dense and easily accessible food. 
 
In more recent times, fertilizer has helped farmers pull far more produce from the earth; so have more 
sophisticated “molecular breeding” techniques, said Krishna Niyogi, a plant geneticist at UC Berkeley 
and Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory and one of the paper’s senior authors. But there’s a limit to 
how far current technologies can take agriculture, he said.  “It’s thought that a lot of the gains of that 
initial breeding effort have kind of stalled and crop yields are not increasing fast enough at the moment to 
meet the projected demand for food by, for example, the middle of this century,” Niyogi said.  The human 
population is growing much faster than food is being grown.  
 
The United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization estimates that production will need to almost 
double in order to meet that demand — and so far, it’s not entirely clear how to do that.  So scientists 
have looked to new ways to get more bang for their agricultural buck — and one of the things they’re 
looking to do is improve photosynthesis, the process by which plants use sunlight to spin sugar out of 
water and air. Photosynthesis is surprisingly inefficient: Though the rate varies from plant to plant, many 
crops only utilize about 1% to 2% of the light that hits a leaf’s surface. 
 
For this paper, the researchers homed in on a strange glitch in the process. Plant leaves get damaged if 
they’re exposed to too much sunlight (metaphorically akin to the way your skin makes vitamin D under 
the sun but gets burned if you expose it for too long). To protect themselves from direct sunlight’s 
damaging effects, they use a mechanism called nonphotochemical quenching, which allows the plant to 
release some of that absorbed energy as heat — like a pressure-relief valve in a steam engine, Niyogi 
said. 
 
This safety valve means the plant’s chloroplasts are operating at a lower efficiency in bright light, since 
they’re venting the energy as heat. So when the leaf moves back into the shade — whether because of a 
passing cloud, the motion of leaves above it, or the shadow of an animal — the plant needs to shut that 
valve and go back to using all of the available sunlight.  Niyogi and his colleagues realized that plants 
were taking too long to shut that safety valve once they were safely in the shade. And that delay could be 
costing plants a significant amount of sugar-making time.   
 
So the scientists decided to speed up the plants’ response times. They ramped up the production of 
three proteins involved in the nonphotochemical quenching process. They inserted the three relevant 
genes from Arabidopsis (a weed in the mustard family known as the “lab rat” of plant biology) into 
tobacco plants. They measured how much carbon dioxide the plants took in (to see how fast 
photosynthesis was occurring) and tallied up their total dry weight after they had grown. 
 

Scientists have improved how 
quickly a plant responds to changes



 

 

The result: One of the tobacco plant lines was 14% more productive than unmodified plants, and two 
other plant lines consistently hit 20%. Why doesn’t the plant already speed up this reaction time? It could 
simply be because plants originally didn’t evolve to be grown like crops, so closely packed together, with 
so many leaves overlapping.  “I think that might be part of the reasons why we’ve been able to improve 
on something that you’d think nature has been optimizing over a very long period of time,” Niyogi said.  
Niyogi says his team is interested in trying these modifications out in crops like rice, though that may 
present a more complex challenge. 
 
Merchant says more study is needed to see if the modifications result in any unforeseen consequences, 
but adds that the research could potentially have a global impact.  “I have my fingers crossed that they’ll 
put it into a crop plant and it’ll work,” Merchant said. “And even if it doesn’t work at 15%, even if it works 
at 5%, that’s still pretty good, if you think about how much agriculture we’re doing, not just in the U.S. but 
worldwide.” 
 
Trumbull County Master Gardeners are Now Taking Applications 
The Trumbull County Master Gardeners are now accepting applications for the upcoming 2017 training 
from Trumbull County Residents. Other county residents are also welcome to apply with the consent 
from your local Master Gardener Coordinator. If you love gardening, and teaching others how to become 
better gardeners, you are encouraged to apply. There is no gardening experience necessary! 
 
To become a Trumbull County Master Gardener, you must complete 50 hours of training in gardening 
basics, plant biology, disease and pest management, soil health, integrated pest management, indoor 
gardening, and other topics. Following the training you will then need to volunteer 50 hours to local 
horticultural outreach by answering gardening questions from the community, maintaining our Research, 
Education, and Demonstration gardens here in Cortland, teaching in Trumbull County, helping with 
events, or many other possibilities.  
 
Training sessions will be on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6-9pm beginning on March 7th, and 
will run until the last Thursday of April. Applications can be found at trumbull.osu.edu or by emailing 
beers.66@osu.edu. We will be having an informational Open House in February, so stay tuned for that 
date and time. If you have any questions, please call Lee Beers at 330-638-6783.  
 
Learn to Grow Houseplants Successfully 
The Trumbull County Master Gardeners will be hosting OSU Extension Educator Tim Malinich on 
Thursday, January 12th at the Trumbull County Ag and Family Education center in Cortland, OH. Tim is 
an expert on growing plants indoors and has extensive experience working with the greenhouse industry. 
Come learn how to grow, maintain, propagate, and deal with houseplant pests at this exciting talk! The 
cost for this event is $15/person and can be paid at the door, but we do request that you call 330-638-
6783 to pre-register.  
 
Deadline Nears for Planning for the Future of Your Farm Workshop 
OSU Extension will be hosting a farm succession and estate planning workshop 
titled “Planning for the Future of Your Farm” on Wednesday, January 18, 2017 
from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Ashtabula County Extension office.  Reservations 
are requested by tomorrow, January 11, 2017. If you are thinking of how and 
when to transfer your farm business to the next generation, then this workshop is 
one which you will not want to miss. 
 
This workshop is designed to help farm families develop a succession plan for their 
farm business.  Attend and learn ways to successfully transfer management skills 
and the farm’s business assets from one generation to the next.  Learn how to have the crucial 
conversations about the future of your farm.  This workshop will challenge farm families to actively plan 
for the future of the farm business.  Farm families are encouraged to bring members from each 
generation to the workshop. Plan today for the future success of your family business!  
 



 

 

The featured speakers for this event will include: Robert Moore, Attorney at Law, Wright & Moore Law 
Company and David Marrison, Extension Educator for Ashtabula County.  The fee for this workshop is 
$20 per person with a registration deadline of January 11, 2017.  This class will be limited to the first 40 
registrants.  The fee includes lunch and program materials. More information about this program can be 
obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008 and a program flyer can be 
found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events 
 
Northeast Ohio Pesticide Re-certification Sessions to be Held Across Region 
Does your Private Pesticide Applicator’s License expire on March 31, 2017?  If so, OSU Extension in 
Northeast Ohio has planned three pesticide re-certification sessions for producers.  These sessions will 
be held on January 13 at the Williamsfield Community Center, January 27 at the Geauga County 
Extension office, and February 8 at the Trumbull County Extension office.  Each of these sessions will 
offer 3 credits for pesticide re-certification for CORE and All Categories (1-6). Private Pesticide 
Applicators are encouraged to choose the session which best fits their schedule the best.    
 
Additionally, a special session will be held during the same day and location for private pesticide 
applicators who would like to complete their Commercial Fertilizer Application Certification.  Due to 
Ohio’s new legislation, any producer who applies commercial fertilizer to 50 or more acres must be 
certified by no later than September 30, 2017.  Attend this session to complete your certification.   
 
The times and locations for each of the sessions are:  
Friday, January 13, 2017 at the Williamsfield Community Center in Williamsfield, Ohio. 
Private Pesticide from 9:00 to 12:00 noon & Fertilizer Applicator Certification from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Friday, January 27, 2017 at the Geauga County Extension office in Burton, Ohio. 
Private Pesticide from 9:00 to 12:00 noon & Fertilizer Applicator Certification from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at the Trumbull County Extension office in Cortland, Ohio. 
Private Pesticide from 9:00 to 12:00 noon & Fertilizer Applicator Certification from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 
The registration fee is $35/per person for the private pesticide applicator re-certification.  There is no fee 
for the fertilizer certification session.  A hearty farmer’s lunch and refreshments will be provided for 
attendees for a fee $10/person.  Pre-registration is required eight days prior to the session date.  An 
additional late registration fee of $25 per person will be added for any late registration.  Make checks 
payable to OSU Extension and mail to OSU Extension-Geauga County, PO Box 387, Burton, Ohio 
44021. More information can be obtained by calling the Geauga County Extension office 440-834-4656. 
A registration flyer can also be obtained at: flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events. 
 
Obtain Your Fertilizer Certification Before September, 2017 
Due to Ohio’s new legislation, any farmer who applies commercial fertilizer to 50 or more acres must 
attend a fertilizer certification class no later than September 30, 2017.  The OSU Extension offices in 
northeast Ohio will be offering 3 hour certification sessions monthly in 
2017 so that producers may obtain their certification. Farmers (from any 
county) are welcome to attend the session which fits their schedule best.  
 
Who needs a fertilizer certification? 
Fertilizer certification is required if you apply fertilizer (other than manure) 
to more than 50 acres used for agricultural production grown primarily for 
sale. If you have the co-op or other custom applicator make your fertilizer 
applications, you do not need the certification. 
 
What fertilizer is included in the certification? 
Fertilizer is any substance containing nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, or other plant nutrient in a dry or 
liquid formulation. All application types (broadcast, side dress, sub-surface, knifing, etc.) are included in 



 

 

the certification requirement. The only application exempted is start-up fertilizers that are applied through 
a planter. Lime and limestone are not considered fertilizers in the certification process. 
 
Who is exempt from the training requirement? 
Applicators who are a Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) or Ohio Certified Livestock Manager (CLM) are not 
required to attend training to become certified for fertilizer applications. They, however, must register with 
the Ohio Department of Agriculture. 
 
When do I need the certification? 
The certification must be obtained by September 30, 2017.  
 
Date    Location      Time 
January 13, 2017  Williamsfield Community Center   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
January 27, 2017  Geauga County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
February 8, 2017  Trumbull County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
March 21, 2017   Ashtabula County Extension Office   6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  
April 12, 2017   Geauga County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
May 10, 2017   Trumbull County Extension Office   6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
June 14, 2017   Ashtabula County Extension Office   9:00 to 12:00 noon 
August 17, 2017  Trumbull County Field Day (location TBD)  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
September 14, 2017  Geauga County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

 
There is no registration fee to attend any of the sessions.  However, pre-registration is required as only 
40 persons can attend each session.  All registrations will be handled through the Geauga County 
Extension office.  Mail the registration form to OSU Extension-Geauga County, PO Box 387, Burton, 
Ohio 44021. You can also call the Geauga County Extension office (440-834-4656) to registration or to 
obtain more information. A registration flyer can also be obtained at: flyer can be found at: 
http://go.osu.edu/ne-events. 
 
OSU Extension to Hold Women in Agriculture Program on Saturday, January 28, 2017 
Ashtabula County Extension is pleased to announce to be hosting a “Women in Agriculture” Program on 
Saturday, January 28, 2017 from 9:00 to 3:30 p.m.  This program is for women who are involved in the 
many different aspects of agriculture. This meeting will be our kick-off for a regular program schedule for 
women involved in agriculture.  
 
At this program we will look at the way our personalities work with others and how to best utilize this 
knowledge in our farm operation. The importance of goal setting and having a personal and farm mission 
statement will be discussed. Learn about family communication and help with the planning of future 
programs for women in agriculture. 
 
Pre-registration is requested by January 18, 2017.  The cost is $20 per person and includes lunch, 
snacks and program handouts.  More information can be obtained by contacting Abbey Averill at the 
Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008.  A registration flyer can also be obtained at: flyer 
can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events. 
 
OSU Extension Pilots a Pesticide Container Recycling Program  
Farming generates a large amount of plastics that need to be recycled or 
disposed of in some manner, and all too often these plastics end up on 
the burn pile. OSU Extension is currently testing a program that will take 
your empty, triple rinsed pesticide containers and recycle them into 
plastic drainage tile. The program consists of distributing large plastic 
collection bags throughout the county to store recyclable containers, and 
once there are 36 full bags (a semi load) within the county, the bags will 
be picked up and shipped to Iowa. As you can imagine, it will take a lot of farming to accumulate a semi-
trailer load of containers, so we need as many participants as possible to make this program a success.  



 

 

 
If you live in Ashtabula or Trumbull counties, and would like to participate in this program please call Lee 
Beers at 330-638-6783 or email me at beers.66@osu.edu. I will deliver as many collection bags as you 
would like and will keep you updated on the progress toward pickup. This is a FREE program and we 
would like as many participants as possible.  
 
Donors Sought for 2017 Ashtabula County Ag Day 
On May 13, 2016 nearly 1,200 members of the class of 2027 descended on the Ashtabula County 
Fairgrounds to participate in Ashtabula County’s “Ag Day.”   Coordinated by OSU Extension and the 
Ashtabula County Farm Bureau, the primary goal of this event was to educate first graders on where 
their food comes from and to showcase the different types of agricultural commodities which are being 
produced in Ashtabula County.   
 
During this interactive day, students were able to get up close and personal with farm animals, crops, 
fruits, and vegetables at twelve interactive stations relating to our county’s agriculture.  During the day, 
the students:  
 Learned about bees, dairy cows, sheep, horses, beef cows, goats, pigs, 

alpacas, chickens, ducks, and turkeys.   
 Made their own home-made butter and tried their hand at milking a cow.   
 Learned how seeds are planted to give us an array of tasty fruit and vegetables 

and how they are processed into foods that we enjoy.   
 Learned what type of machinery is used in agriculture.  
 Learned the importance of healthy nutrition and exercise. 

 
Ashtabula County’s Ag Day program has become a community supported effort as 
over 300 volunteers and donors help to make this day a reality for the students.  The cost of hosting this 
event is nearly $11,000 (both monetary and in-kind) and without the support of many this program would 
not be possible.  We are asking local Ashtabula County farms, agribusinesses, and supporters of 
Ashtabula County Agriculture to consider being a donor for the 2017 Ag Day which will be held 
on Friday, May 12, 2017.  We are once again offering 5 levels of sponsorship: 
 
 Platinum Sponsorship -$1,000 and over 
 Gold Sponsorship -  $500 to $999  
 Silver Sponsorship -  $250 to $499   

 Bronze Sponsorship - $100 to $249  
 Friends of Ag Day -  $1 to $99 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Yes, I would like to be a sponsor of the 2017 Ag Day! 
Sponsor Name(s)_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone____________________________ Email_____________________________________ 
 
$_______Platinum  $_______Gold     $_______Silver     $_______Bronze    
$_______Friends of Ag Day 
 
_____In-Kind, I can offer the following in-kind support______________________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to: OSU Extension 
 
Return to: OSU Extension, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047 
 
For More Information:  440-576-9008 
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David’s Weekly News Column 
Published in the Jefferson Gazette on January 11, 2017 and the Ashtabula County Star Beacon on January 8, 
2017. 
 
Hello Ashtabula County!  January is off and running.  The winter time is actually our busiest time in Extension.  
While our fields are at rest, it is a great time for farmers to obtain their certifications in order to stay compliant 
with regulations as well as take additional workshops which will improve their management skills. Today, I 
would like to share information on our Women in Agriculture program as well as provide details on a new 
pesticide container recycling project that my counterpart, Lee Beers, is leading for OSU Extension.  Oh, and I 
also have a new rule on 1099 tax reporting to pass along.  Can you believe it is tax time already? 

****** 
Do you know that 538 or 45% of our Ashtabula County farms are led in part by a female operator?  In fact, 183 
or 15% are listed as the principal operator.   Across the nation more women are stepping into the primary 
leadership role for farms and agribusinesses.  In recognition of this, one of our goals is to provide an 
educational network for our women operators and agribusiness leaders.      
 
To kick off this effort we will be hosting a “Women in Agriculture” Program on Saturday, January 28, 2017 from 
9:00 to 3:30 p.m.  At this program we will look at the way our personalities work with others and how to best 
utilize this knowledge in our farm operation. We will also look at the dynamics of communication and work 
together to plan future programs for women in agriculture.  It is our goal to start monthly educational meetings 
for our female operators based on the feedback we receive at this event. 
 
Pre-registration is requested by January 18, 2017.  The cost is $20 per person and includes lunch, snacks and 
program handouts.  More information can be obtained by contacting Abbey Averill at the Ashtabula County 
Extension office at 440-576-9008.  A registration flyer can also be obtained at: flyer can be found at: 
http://go.osu.edu/ne-events. 

****** 
Farming generates a large amount of plastics that need to be recycled or disposed of in some manner, and all 
too often these plastics end up on the burn pile. OSU Extension is currently testing a program that will take 
your empty, triple rinsed pesticide containers and recycle them into plastic drainage tile.   
 
The program consists of distributing large plastic collection bags throughout the county to store recyclable 
containers, and once there are 36 full bags (a semi load) within the county, the bags will be picked up and 
shipped to Iowa. As you can imagine, it will take a lot of farming to accumulate a semi-trailer load of containers, 
so we need as many participants as possible to make this program a success.  
 
If you live in Ashtabula or Trumbull counties, and would like to participate in this program please call Lee Beers 
at 330-638-6783 or at beers.66@osu.edu. This is a FREE program and we would like as many participants as 
possible.  

****** 
There is a new change from the Internal Review Service which farmers will need to be aware of in regards to 
the Form 1099.  New this year is that if the Form 1099s is being issued to report “Non-Employee 
Compensation” it is due both to the recipient and to the IRS by January 31, 2017.   The recipient due date has 
always been January 31, but taxpayers usually had until February 28 or in the case of e-filed returns March 31 
to file with the IRS.  However, this is no longer true for those receiving a 1099 for non-employee 
compensation.  They are due by January 31 to both with no extensions.   
 



 

 
Northeast Ohio Agriculture 11 OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
  Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 
 
 
 
 

A Form 1099 for “non-employee compensation” is generally required if the total payments for services exceeds 
$600 during the calendar year.  Examples of this could be for hiring a neighboring farmer to harvest, spray, or 
plant your crops.  It could also include hiring a professional such as an accountant or veterinarian.    
 
Form 1099s are also used for report rent paid to landlords, royalty payments from gas wells, and for reporting 
crop insurance proceeds.  For 1099s issued for these other reasons, they still must be to the recipient by 
January 31 but are still under the old filing deadline to the IRS of February 28 or in the case of e-filed returns 
March 31.   
 
It should be noted that payments paid for products do not require a Form 1099 to be filed.  Therefore, when 
farmers buy fertilizer or feed, they are not required to issue a Form 1099.  More information about 1099 
reporting can be obtained at the Internal Revenue Systems website at: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-
pdf/f1099msc.pdf.  And just a friendly reminder, if you miss the deadline or do not issue Form 1099s that are 
required, the penalty for EACH form 1099 not timely filed is $250 for not sending to the recipient and $250 for 
not filing with the IRS.  Ouch! 

****** 
To close today’s column, I would like to share a quote from Melody Beattie who stated, “Gratitude unlocks the 
fullness of life. It turns what we have into enough, and more. It turns denial into acceptance, chaos to order, 
confusion to clarity. It can turn a meal into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a friend.” Have a good 
and safe day! 

 

 
 
David Marrison       Lee Beers 

Ashtabula County Extension Office    Trumbull County Extension Office 

39 Wall Street       520 West Main Street 

Jefferson, OH 44047      Cortland, OH 44410 

440-576-9008       330-638-6783 

marrison.2@osu.edu      beers.66@osu.edu 

ashtabula.osu.edu       trumbull.osu.edu 

 



	“Planning for the Future of Your Farm”  

 

 
This workshop is designed to help farm families develop a succession plan 

for their farm business.  Attend and learn ways to successfully transfer 
management skills and the farm’s business assets from one generation to 
the next.  Learn how to have the crucial conversations about the future of 

your farm.  This workshop will challenge farm families to actively plan for the 
future of the farm business.  Farm families are encouraged to bring 

members from each generation to the workshop. Plan today for the future 
success of your family business!	 

Featured Speakers Include: 

Robert Moore  
Attorney at Law, Wright & Moore Law Company.  
 
David Marrison 
OSU Associate Professor & Extension Educator for 
Ashtabula County 

 

 

Other Registration information: 

Registrations limited to first 40 persons. 
Pre-register by January 11, 2017 

Cost is $20 per person. 

Wednesday, January 18, 2017 
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Morning Refreshments & Registration Begins  
at 9:00 a.m. 

Ashtabula County Extension Office 
39 Wall Street  

Jefferson, Ohio 44047 
440-576-9008 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

Robert	Moore



        

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Session Topics 
 
 Key questions to answer when planning for the future of the family farm 

business 
 Family communication in the farm transition process 
 Analyzing the family farm business/keeping the business competitive into the 

future 
 Providing income for multiple generations 
 Developing the next generation of farm managers 
 Farm succession with multiple offspring and family members: Fair vs. Equal 
 Retirement strategies 
 Preparing for the un-expected 
 Strategies to get my farm and family affairs in order 
 Analyzing risk in today’s world 
 Long term health care issues and costs 
 Farm business structures and their role in estate and transition planning 
 Estate and transfer strategies 
 Buy/sell agreements 
 Trusts and life insurance 
 Tax implications of estate and transition planning 
 What will my lawyer need from me? 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Planning for the Future of Your Farm Registration 
 

Pre-registration is required.  The cost is $20 per person.  Registration deadline is January 11, 2017.  
Make Checks payable to OSU Extension.  Mail checks and registration to: OSU Extension- Ashtabula 
County, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, Ohio 44047.  Please detach and return this form with your payment. 
 

Name of Attendee(s)________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________  Email_________________________________ 

$________$20 per person      For more information, call 440-576-9008 
 
Registration deadline is Wednesday, January 11, 2017.   
 
 

 

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on 

a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.



2017 Northeast Ohio Commercial Fertilizer Application  
Certification Sessions 

 
Due to Ohio’s new legislation, any farmer who applies commercial fertilizer to 50 or more acres must attend a 
fertilizer certification class no later than September 30, 2017.  The OSU Extension offices in northeast Ohio will be 
offering 3 hour certification sessions monthly in 2017 so that producers may obtain their certification. Farmers 
(from any county) are welcome to attend the session which fits their schedule best.  
 
Who needs a fertilizer certification? 
Fertilizer certification is required if you apply fertilizer (other than manure) to more than 50 acres used for 
agricultural production grown primarily for sale. If you have the co-op or other custom applicator make your 
fertilizer applications, you do not need the certification. 
 
What fertilizer is included in the certification? 
Fertilizer is any substance containing nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, or other plant nutrient in a dry or liquid 
formulation. All application types (broadcast, side dress, sub-surface, knifing, etc.) are included in the certification 
requirement. The only application exempted is start-up fertilizers that are applied through a planter. Lime and 
limestone are not considered fertilizers in the certification process. 
 
Who is exempt from the training requirement? 
Applicators who are a Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) or Ohio Certified Livestock 
Manager (CLM) are not required to attend training to become certified for 
fertilizer applications. They, however, must register with the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture. 
 
When do I need the certification? 
The certification must be obtained by September 30, 2017.  
 
Date    Location      Time 
January 13   Williamsfield Community Center    1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
January 27   Geauga County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
February 8   Trumbull County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
March 21    Ashtabula County Extension Office   6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  
April 12    Geauga County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
May 10    Trumbull County Extension Office   6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
June 14    Ashtabula County Extension Office   9:00 to 12:00 noon 
August 17   Trumbull County Field Day (location TBD)  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
September 14   Geauga County Extension Office   1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

There is no registration fee to attend.  However, pre-registration is required as only 40 persons can attend each session.  All 
registrations will be handled through the Geauga County Extension office.  Mail the registration form to OSU Extension-
Geauga County, PO Box 387, Burton, Ohio 44021 or call the Geauga County Extension office at 440-834-4656. 
 
Name________________________________  County________________________ 

Email address__________________________  Phone Number_________________________ 

Do you hold a Private or Commercial Pesticide Applicator’s License? ______yes ______no 

If yes, please include pesticide license number____________________________ 

Session I will be attending (check choice): 

__________January 13, 2017   _________January 27, 2017   __________February 8, 2017  
__________March 21, 2017   _________April 12, 2017   __________May 10, 2017  
__________June 14, 2017  __________August 17, 2017   __________September 14, 2017  
 
 
 

 
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

CFAES provides research and related educational programs 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 

information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 



Addresses & Maps to Locations 
 

 
 
 
Ashtabula County Extension Office 
39 Wall Street, Jefferson, Ohio 44047 
440-576-9008 
http://ashtabula.osu.edu  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Geauga County Extension  
14269 Claridon-Troy Road, Burton, Ohio 44021 

440-834-4656 
http://geauga.osu.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Trumbull County Extension Office 
520 West Main Street, Cortland, Ohio 44410 
330-638-6783 
http://trumbull.osu.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Williamsfield Community Center 
5920 State Route 322, Williamsfield, Ohio 44093 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 CFAES provides research and related educational programs 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 

information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 



2017 Northeast Ohio Private Pesticide Applicator Re-Certification 
Session & Commercial Fertilizer Application Certification Sessions 

 
Private Pesticide Recertification- Does your Private Pesticide Applicator’s License expire on March 31, 2017?  If 
so, OSU Extension in Northeast Ohio has planned three pesticide re-certification sessions for producers.  Each of 
these sessions will offer 3 credits for pesticide re-certification for CORE and All Categories (1-7). Private Pesticide 
Applicators are encouraged to choose the session which best fits their schedule.   

 
Commercial Fertilizer Applicator Certification- A special session will be held during the same day and location for 
private pesticide applicators and farmers who would like to complete their Commercial Fertilizer Application 
Certification although you do not need to have a pesticide applicators license to attend.  Due to Ohio’s new 
legislation, any producer who applies commercial fertilizer to 50 or more acres must be certified by no later than 
September 30, 2017.  This session fulfills the certification requirement.   
 
Program Dates: 
 Friday, January 13, 2017 at the Williamsfield Community Center in Williamsfield, Ohio.   

o Private Pesticide from 9:00 to 12:00 noon & Fertilizer Applicator Certification from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 Friday, January 27, 2017 at the Geauga County Extension office in Burton, Ohio. 

o Private Pesticide from 9:00 to 12:00 noon & Fertilizer Applicator Certification from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at the Trumbull County Extension office in Cortland, Ohio. 

o Private Pesticide from 9:00 to 12:00 noon & Fertilizer Applicator Certification from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The registration fee is $35/per person for the private pesticide applicator re-certification.  There is no fee for the 
fertilizer certification session.  A lunch will be provided in between the sessions for $10/person.  Pre-registration is 
required 8 days prior to the session date.  An additional late registration fee of $25 per person will be added 
for any registration received after the published registration deadline.  All registrations are to be mailed to 
Geauga County Extension office.  Make checks payable to OSU Extension and mail to OSU Extension-Geauga 
County, PO Box 387, Burton, Ohio 44021. More information can be obtained by calling the Geauga County 
Extension office 440-834-4656. 
 

Name________________________________  Pesticide Applicator Number______________ 

Address______________________________  Email address__________________________ 

City__________________________________  State____________ Zipcode_____________  

Phone Number_________________________  County________________________     

Check the Categories Needed for Re-certification __Core    __1   __2    __3   __4   __5   __6   __7 

Sessions I will be attending (check choice): 

_____January 13, 2017 at the Williamsfield Community Center.  Registration due by January 5 
_____January 27, 2017 at the Geauga County Extension office.   Registration due by January 19 
_____February 8, 2017 at the Trumbull County Extension office.    Registration due by January 31 
 

Fee Required (check all that apply): 

Private Pesticide Applicator Re-Certification ($35 pre-registration)  $_____________ 

Lunch & Refreshments ($10 per person)     $_____________  

Commercial Fertilizer Applicator Certification ($0)    $_____________ 

Late Registration Fee ($25-if applicable)     $_____________ 

Total Fee Due         $_____________ 
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CFAES provides research and related educational programs 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 

information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 



Addresses & Maps to Locations 
 

 
 
 
Ashtabula County - January 13, 2017 
Williamsfield Community Center 
5920 State Route 322, Williamsfield, Ohio 44093 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Geauga County – January 27, 2017 
Geauga County Extension Office 

14269 Claridon-Troy Road, Burton, Ohio 44021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Trumbull County – February 8, 2017 
Trumbull County Extension Office 
520 West Main Street, Cortland, Ohio 44410 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 CFAES provides research and related educational programs 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 

information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 



OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

• Join women from across Ashtabula County for a day of networking and learning 
about the factors which can make your business thrive.  Learn more about 
personalities and how to work with others.  Learn more about goal setting, 
mission statements, and improving family communication.

• Together we will plan for a Women in Agriculture Program Series for 2017. 
Come help us plan for future programs.

• Featured speakers include: Emily Adams,  Agricultural & Natural Resources 
Extension Educator for Coshocton County; Abbey Averill, 4-H & Ag Program 
Assistant for Ashtabula County, and David Marrison, Agricultural & Natural 
Resources Extension Educator for Ashtabula County.

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis.
For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity

Questions? Contact Abbey Averill at 440-576-9008 or averill.10@osu.edu

Pre-registration required. Please complete and return with payment to Ashtabula County - OSU 
Extension, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, Ohio 44047, no later than Wednesday, January 18, 2017. Cost for 
the program $20 per person. (Make checks payable to: OSU Extension)

Name:_______________________________________________ Phone: ________________________

Email address: ________________________________________________ 

Saturday, January 28, 2017
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Ashtabula County Extension Office
39 Wall Street, Jefferson, Ohio 44047

Ashtabula County 

Women in Agriculture:

Personalities, Setting 
Direction, & Family 

Communication



Northeast Ohio Phosphorus Task Force January 2017 Tracking Sheet 
 

◄ December 2017 January  2017 February 2017 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

2  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

3  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

4  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

5  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

6  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

7  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

8  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

9  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

10  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

11  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

12  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

13  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

14  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

15  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

16  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

17  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

18  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

19  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

20  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

21  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

22  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

23  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

24  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

25  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

26  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

27  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

28  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

29  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

30  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

31  
Snow or Frozen Ground? 
____yes       ___no 
 
Top 2” of Soil Saturated? 
____yes       ___no 

Notes: 
 
If yes to Snow or Frozen Ground—circle which condition 

 
Northeast Ohio Phosphorus Task Force – 2016-2017 Pilot Study 
 
Return Completed Sheet to: David Marrison @ OSU Extension Ashtabula County, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047  
440-576-9008 (phone), 440-576-5821 (fax) or marrison.2@osu.edu 
 
 
Cooperator’s Name__________________  Township__________________   GPS Coordinates__________________________ 
 



 
 
 

 

College of Food, Agricultural 
and Environmental Sciences 

 
 

The Ohio State University Extension  
Ashtabula County 

39 Wall Street 
Jefferson, Ohio44047 

440-576-9008 
http://ashtabula.osu.edu 

2016-2017 Northeast Ohio Phosphorus Task Force’s Winter Field Condition Study 
 
Background: 
The Northeast Ohio Phosphorus Task force is trying to be proactive in response to Senate Bill 1 which has created new 
rules for manure and fertilizer application in Northwest Ohio.  A concern of our committee is Senate Bill legislation could 
be made state wide which would severely hamper animal agriculture in Northeast Ohio.  Our committee is looking for 
PROACTIVE research and education measures which our farm community can adopt to help improve water quality in 
both the Lake Erie and Ohio River watersheds. 
 
Winter Field Condition Study: 
We would like to repeat our research from 2016.  We are asking farmers to monitor the weather & soil conditions which are present each day from 
December 2016 through the end of March 2017.  We are asking for cooperators to track two questions each day; these being: #1: Is your ground 
snow covered or frozen and #2: Is the top two inches of the soil saturated.    According for the new legislation from Senate Bill 1, no manure or 
fertilizer can be applied (without incorporation or on a growing crop) if these conditions exist in Northwest Ohio.  We are completing this research to 
ascertain the percentage of days in our watersheds where it would be acceptable for manure or fertilizer application 
 
Definitions: 
Snow covered soil – is when soil, or residue lying on the soil, cannot be seen because of snow cover, or soil covered by one-half inch of ice or 
more. 
 
Frozen soil – is ground that is impenetrable because of frozen soil moisture.   The restriction is intended to prevent situations where fertilizer or 
manure is unable to freely infiltrate the soil and therefore would likely run off to surface water.  Generally frozen soil will: #1: not be easily penetrated 
by a metal object (such as a knife, screwdriver, or shovel), #2: not deform to show a visible imprint under downward pressure, and #3: have a 
temperature below 320F. 

Soil Saturation- occurs when all the pore spaces in the soil are filled with water.  A soil that has an available water capacity above field capacity will 
be considered saturated.  According to the Natural Resource Conservation Service Standard 590 for Ohio, when the available water capacity of a 
soil is above field capacity, then free water will appear on the surface of the soil when the soils is bounced, kneaded, or squeezed.  For a fertilizer or 
manure application to be considered a violation of law, the top two inches of the soil would need to be saturated and the application would have 
been made with incorporation, injection or growing crop. 

Reporting: 
Each cooperator is asked to track the conditions daily.  The measurement should occur at about the same time each day. 
 
Please return the tracking sheet to David Marrison at OSU Extension at the end of each month.  The results will be reported in aggregate.   
 
Farmers interested in tracking should contact David Marrison at 440-576-9008 or marrison.2@osu.edu so that your name is added to our 
cooperator list.  
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