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I cannot believe the month of January is almost over.  Where has the month gone?   Lots of ice chunks are falling off 
my roof at home with this nice January thaw.  I will be meeting with the Dairy and Beef Directors this week to finish 
plans on a whole host of activities for this winter.   We are also fine tuning all of our youth scholarships for college 
and these will be released at the beginning of February.  We are also in the middle of lots of Extension programs, 
whether they are local programs or across the state, it seems like OSU Extension is offering a class in about every 
subject!  I have included the registration flyer for our Northeast Ohio Agronomy School (I forgot to attach it last 
week).  Have a great week! 
 
David Marrison, Ashtabula County Ag & NR Educator 
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Cost Per Acre Vs. Size of Farm  
By Ben Potter 
Source: http://www.agweb.com/article/cost-per-acre-vs-size-of-farm-naa-ben-potter/ 
  
Do larger farm operations spend less per acre? The answer doesn't always align with conventional wisdom. 
Conventional wisdom says as a farm operation increases in size, it also increases in efficiency, thereby lowering cost 
per acre. But is that actually true? 
 
University of Illinois ag economists Bradley Zwilling, Brandy Krapf and Dwight Raab punched the numbers and found 
conventional wisdom wasn’t necessarily a lock in this instance.  “The data at hand indicates that per-acre costs does 
vary with farm size, but larger farms do not always lead the way in terms of lower cost per acre,” they write in a 
recent farmdoc daily document. 
 
The researchers looked at various input costs of farmers in northern, central and southern Illinois. They split farmers 
into three groups – 1,200 to 1,999 acres; 2,000 to 2,900 acres; and more than 3,000 acres. Here are some highlights 
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of what the researchers found.  In northern Illinois, larger farms paid more for fertilizer and cash rent but less for 
pesticides, seed and machine depreciation.  In central Illinois, large farms paid less for  fertilizer, pesticides, machine 
depreciation and cash rent, and about the same for seed. In southern Illinois, large farms paid more for fertilizer and 
cash rent, about the same for seed and less for pesticides and machine depreciation. 
 
“There are many different management styles,” the economists note. “The least-cost producer strives for the lowest 
per acre cost, while the producer seeking the greatest return on their input investment will spend input dollar to reap 
the greatest revenue return for those dollars. Review your input costs to see if you might be 'spending a dollar to 
make a dime' and evaluate where you have the opportunity to pare costs without affecting your bottom line.” 
For more information about this study, visit http://farmdocdaily.illinois.edu/2016/01/managing-on-thinner-
margins.html.  
 
Farm Liability Insurance – What’s in Your Policy? 
By: Emily Adams, OSU Extension Educator and Peggy Hall, Asst. Professor, OSU Extension Agricultural & Resource Law 
 
On one hand there are the optimists. They see the glass half empty and expect the best to happen in all situations. 
Then on the other hand are the pessimists, who often refer to themselves as realists. They anticipate what could go 
wrong and spend time thinking about alternate plans for when those unfortunate things actually happen. Pessimists, 
this article may not be for you, because you’ve thought these things through. So optimists- read on!  
How often do you think about your farm liability insurance? When is the last time you reviewed your policy with your 
insurance provider to make sure that you really are covered for everything for which you think you are covered?  
 
Farm liability insurance is one of the most common tools for agricultural risk management. Liability coverage helps 
you manage your liability for harm unintentionally caused to other people or property by your farming activities. It 
makes payments on your behalf to an injured party. It also defends you against lawsuits brought by a third party 
alleging liability within the scope of your policy.  
 
We are all wired differently in our risk management personalities. For some people it seems like a waste of time to 
anticipate what could go wrong on your farm. You’ve got insurance; it’s probably covered, right?  
Maybe, but maybe not. Depending on your policy and everything that you are doing in your farm operation, general 
farm liability insurance might not cover as much as you think. You should annually review your insurance policies 
with your insurance agent to make sure that all aspects of your farming operation are covered.  
 
What levels of liability coverage are recommended? 
According to Virginia Cooperative Extension, the consensus of insurance professionals is that any type of farm should 
have at least $1 million in coverage. But $1 million may not be enough for many farm operations in Ohio, based upon 
the farm’s assets and activities. A rule of thumb suggests an amount of coverage equal to the extent of your assets. 
For example, $5 million worth of real estate would mean $5 million in coverage. Another rule of thumb from Virginia 
Cooperative Extension is to obtain sufficient coverage to help you sleep at night. Request a quote for varying levels of 
coverage, and then gauge the increased cost compared to the increased comfort of higher coverage.  
 
What should you review in your liability policy? 
What is the aggregate limit of the policy?  The aggregate limit is the maximum amount your insurer will pay to settle 
your claims during the policy period, which is typically on an annual basis.  Is this amount sufficient to address your 
risk? 
 
What types of incidents are covered by your general liability insurance?  A standard policy covers liability for bodily 
injury or property damage arising from incidents related to the farm business and its premises and operations, and 
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can include incidents arising from sales of raw produce from a farm roadside stand.  Does this general coverage 
address all of your farming activities? 
 
What activities are not covered by your general liability insurance?  A standard policy lists activities that are 
specifically excluded from coverage, which might include custom farming, special events on the farm, processed food 
products, farmer’s market sales and other off-farm activities, and non-farming businesses like excavation, snow 
removal or landscaping. Are you in need of additional coverage for these types of activities? 
 
How does your policy address harm from manure, fertilizers, chemicals or contaminants?  Most often, this type of 
harm is deemed “pollution” that is excluded from general liability coverage.  A standard policy will likely define 
“pollution” as a discharge or dispersal of chemicals, wastes or contaminants on the farm premises, on another 
property or during transport.  Is there is high risk of discharge of manure, fertilizer or chemicals in your farming 
operation that is not covered by your policy? 
 
Does your coverage extend to your employees, family members and representatives and their actions?  It is 
important to understand who a policy defines as “the insured,” which typically includes you as the policyholder and 
any legal entities you name for the farm business.  A standard policy might also include farm employees and relatives 
residing with the policyholder as insured parties.  Is everyone involved in your farm’s operations included in the 
policy?  
 
What gaps might exist in your liability policy?  
What changes have been made in structures, land, equipment or other farm assets?   If the value of your assets has 
grown since you first obtained your policy, you may need to revise your coverage limits.   
What additional agricultural activities or other enterprises are in need of coverage?   If you are involved in new 
enterprises or agricultural activities, you may need to increase your coverage or obtain an additional policy 
endorsement that addresses the activity. 
 
Do you need to address pollution risk?  If you use, store or transport manure, fertilizer or chemicals, you should 
assess the risk of a discharge that could affect crops, livestock, a waterway or another’s property.  Supplemental 
coverage is available to address “pollution” incidents, which typically addresses sudden, accidental discharges of 
materials used in normal farming operations.  Because pollution coverage can vary widely, it is important to 
understand both your risk of an incident as well as the limitations of your pollution coverage. 
 
What would happen if… 
 You cause a chemical spill when traveling from one farm location to another? 
 One of your farm employees causes an accident while driving machinery on a roadway? 
 You are the cause of an accident while plowing snow for a neighbor? 
 A family member is involved in an accident while custom baling hay on someone else’s property? 
 It can be painful for the optimist to sit down and consider the “what if’s” of life. But it is much more painful 

to have the unexpected happen and result in costly expenditures that could even mean losing the farm. 
Make the time to know what’s in your policy. 

 
Some excellent resources:  
eXtension Insurance, Records and Planning 
University of Wisconsin Extension - Farm Liability Insurance A3917 
Virginia Cooperative Extension - Insurance Factsheet  
Virginia Cooperative Extension - How Much Liability Insurance Coverage Should I Have? 
Virginia Cooperative Extension - Questions to Ask When Comparing Insurance Coverage 
 

http://campus.extension.org/mod/book/tool/print/index.php?id=7066
https://cdp.wisc.edu/pdf/Farm%20Liability%20Insurance.pdf
http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/CV/CV-16/CV-16-PDF.pdf
http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/CV/CV-17/CV-17-PDF.pdf
http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/CV/CV-19/CV-19-PDF.pdf


Registration Open for 2016 East Ohio Women in Agriculture Conference 
By: Emily Adams, OSU Extension Educator 
 
Registration is now open for the third annual East Ohio Women in Agriculture Conference. This year’s conference will 
be April 1, 2016 at a new location, R. G. Drage Career Technical Center in Massillon. Last year over 100 women from 
27 counties across Ohio attended.  This year’s program will feature 16 break-out sessions presented by OSU 
Extension educators, farmers, and partner agencies including: Finance, Livestock, Special Interest, Food & Family, 
Partner Agencies and one youth session.  
 
The Finance track sessions include:  
 “Creating a Business Plan” - Holly Bolinger, Ohio Small Business Development Center, Kent State University at 

Stark.  Learn the components of a good business plan, the resources available to assist you and how to give 
the bank what it needs to make a financial decision. 

 “An Unhappy Couple: Why Business & Personal Finances Should Never Be Together” - Cheryl Mickley, OSU 
Extension Educator. Tips for keeping these accounts separated  

 “Many Eggs – Many Baskets” - Abbe Turner, Lucky Penny Farm & Creamery.  Explore how to diversify your 
farm or home business to provide multiple streams of income.  

 
The 2012 Census of Agriculture indicates that 28% of farmers in Ohio (31,413 of 113,624 operators) are female. 
Women farm operators play a vital role throughout Ohio and especially in east central Ohio agriculture. Of the 
nineteen Ohio counties with over 500 women operators, ten are located in eastern Ohio. Wayne County ranks top in 
the state with over 800 women farm operators. 
 
This conference invites women to learn about a variety of agricultural topics and to form connections with other 
women of similar interests. A detailed schedule and both online and mail in registration information can be found 
at u.osu.edu/eastohiowomeninag/ 
 
Ohio Forages and Grasslands Council Annual Conference to be held on February 19, 2016 
The Ohio Forages and Grasslands Council Annual Conference will be held February 19, 2016 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. at the Ohio Department of Agriculture in Reynoldsburg, OH. The program theme is “Fitting the Pieces Together 
in a Forage System.” The keynote speaker will be Dr. Stacey Hamilton, University of Missouri Extension State Dairy 
Specialist, who will discuss “Balancing risk and rewards of annual and perennial pastures” as well as “What we are 
learning about irrigating pastures,” based on his work with grass-based dairies in Missouri. Chris Penrose, OSU 
Extension Educator, will speak on what he has learned from his on-farm research with “N-Inhibitors for grass 
production.” A highlight of the program is always the Producer Panel, and that tradition will continue with several 
producers highlighting their forage, dairy, sheep, and beef production systems.  Details of the program and a 
registration form will be available at http://www.afgc.org/ohio.php or to go directly to the program go 
to http://www.afgc.org/docs/2016_OFGC_Annual_Meeting_Program.pdf.  Registration will be due by February 12, 
2016. For more information contact Gary Wilson at osuagman@gmail.com  or (419) 348-3500. 
 
Ohio Compost Operator Education Course to be held on March 8-9, 2016 in Wooster, Ohio 
OSU Extension and OARDC will be offering the Ohio Compost Operator Education Course on March 8-9 at the Shisler 
Center in Wooster, Ohio.  This 2-day course provides a practical understanding of the composting process and the 
means to address operational issue involved in the production of compost at large scale facilities.  The course 
combines the research and engineering knowledge of OSU scientists with the experience of Ohio composters, 
providing a comprehensive program on the science and art of composting. The intensive 2-day course provides 
participants with a practical understanding of the composting process and the means to address operational issues 
involved in the production of compost at large scale facilities.  Complete registration details can be found 
at: http://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/ocamm/images/brochure_2016.pdf 
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Northeast Ohio Regional Agronomy School to be Held on February 23, 2016 
By David Marrison, OSU Extension Educator 
 
The OSU Extension offices in Northeast Ohio are pleased to be offering the “2016 Northeast Ohio Agronomy School” 
on Tuesday, February 23, 2016 from 9:30 to 3:00 p.m. at the Williamsfield Community Center in Williamsfield, Ohio.  
Join OSU Extension as we host our annual Agronomy School for crop farmers in Northeast Ohio. With profit margins 
decreasing it will be vital for crop producers to get the biggest bang from the dollars they invest in land rental, seed 
and fertilizer, technology, chemicals, and crop protection.  
 
During the program, Les Ober, OSU Extension ANR Program Specialist from Geauga County will help producers learn 
more about spray additives and how improper measurements may be costing your operation valuable dollars. In 
today’s world of modern agricultural technology pesticides are chemical wonders in a small bag or bottle. Each one 
has the potential to do the job but getting the most out of each product depends on what you add and how you 
handle the chemical. When you add an adjuvant what does that mysterious other ingredient really do? Have you 
ever considered the level of concentration and the precision of measurement that it takes to meet the labeled 
requirements? 
 
Dianne Shoemaker, OSU Extension Field Specialist for Dairy Production Economics, will review how the Finpack 
BENCHmark reports can help producers take a good look at the profitability of their crop enterprises.  With corn and 
soybean prices dropping over the past year and low margins predicted for the 2016 cropping year, it is crucial that 
crop farmers examine their financial numbers closely. 
 
Dr. Mark Loux, OSU Extension Weed Specialist will then share what is new in weed control for agronomic crops.  
Learn about the new corn and soybean premixes and the status of the Enlist and Xtend herbicide 
programs. Mark will share management details for controlling weed resistance weeds as Marestail has 
exploded in Northeast Ohio and Palmer Amaranth was discovered in Mahoning County in 2015.  Learn 
more about overlapping residual and strategies to use to keep other weeds from becoming resistant in 
your crop fields.   
 
Dr. Andy Michel, OSU Extension Entomologist, will share tips for dealing with insects in your field crops.  Producers 
will learn more about soybean aphids, stinkbugs, and Western Bean Cutworm.  Learn the thresholds for each of these 
bugs and the control measures for each. Andy will provide insight on future control measures such as RNAi.  Dr. 
Kelley Tilmon, OSU Extension’s new field crop entomologist will also be on hand to discuss her multi-state research 
on soybean seed treatments.   
 
Lee Beers, OSU Extension Educator for Trumbull County, will share how farmers can use the new Ohio Nutrient 
Management Record Keeper (ONMRK) mobile app to comply with the new recordkeeping requirements created by 
Senate Bill 1 and Senate Bill 150.  This APP was developed by Knox County Farm Bureau and Knox County Soil and 
Water Conservation District.  
 
And to wrap up the day, David Marrison, OSU Extension Educator, will provide updates on the proposed changes to 
the private and commercial pesticide re-certification process, new Worker Protection Standards, and on the newly 
formed Northeast Ohio Phosphorus Task force.  
 
As always, a hearty farmer lunch prepared by Lahti Catering means you will not go away hungry! This lunch is 
sponsored by W.I. Miller & Sons of Farmdale, Ohio. Each of our program sponsors will provide a short industry 
update during lunch.  Pre-registration is required by Monday, February 15, 2016. Registration fee is $10.00/per 
person.  Registration includes morning refreshments, lunch, speaker travel expenses, and program handouts.  Make 



checks payable to OSU Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. 
CCA and Private & Commercial Pesticide Credits have been applied for.  Weed control guides will be on sale for $15 
at the workshop.  A registration flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events  If you have any questions please 
call 440-576-9008. 
 
Holstein Sets New Milk Record: 74,650 pounds 
Source: Farm & Dairy  
http://www.farmanddairy.com/news/holstein-sets-new-milk-record-74650-pounds/ 
 
BRATTLEBORO, Vt.  — A 9-year-old Holstein cow in Wisconsin has broken the national milk production record. 
Bur-Wall Buckeye Gigi, bred and owned by the Behnke family of Bur-Wall 
Holsteins in Brooklyn, Wisconsin, calved at nine years and three months, and set 
a 365-day record of 74,650 pounds of milk, with 2,126 pounds of fat and 2,142 
pounds of protein. In consumer terms, that production equals 8,680 gallons.  Bur-
Wall Buckeye Gigi, a Wisconsin Holstein, set a national milk production record of 
74,650 pounds of milk, with 2,126 pounds of fat and 2,142 pounds of protein. 
  
Her production breaks the record set by Ever-Green-View My 1326-ET, owned by 
Thomas J. Kestell, of Waldo, Wisconsin, back in 2010. That 365-day record was 
72,170 pounds of milk.  By comparison, the actual production average for all U.S. Holstein herds enrolled in 
production-testing programs in 2014 was 24, 953 pounds of milk, 918 pounds of butterfat and 773 pounds of protein. 
 
Gigi, who is scored EX-94 3E, was sired by R-E-W Buckeye-ET. She classified VG-88 as a 2-year-old. Then, as an 8-year-
old, she gave 61,186 pounds of milk and led the state of Wisconsin and the country in milk production, fat, and 
protein. She was a 2013 winner of Holstein Association USA’s Star of the Breed award, when her 365-day production 
record was 52,190 pounds of milk.  Gigi took third place and Best Udder in the 2011 Midwest Spring National 
Holstein Show. She placed eighth as a 5-year-old cow in the 2012 International Holstein Show at World Dairy Expo, 
and fifth as an aged cow in the 2013 Midwest Spring National Holstein Show.  Bur-Wall Holsteins is owned by Robert 
(Bob) and Denise Behnke. They purchased the farm from Bob’s parents, Wallace and Donna Behnke, who bred Gigi. 
 
Bob Behnke says Gigi earns her title of “diva” every day — but it’s worth it. “We’re really sure that she’s a complete 
cow — her width and length, her feet and legs and udder are out of this world and she really likes to milk,” he said. 
Behnke said they will soon start IVF-flushing Gigi, and perhaps do some conventional flushing. And they will continue 
to choose high production bulls when they breed her. “I think we’ll just stick to making another duplicate of her,” he 
said.  The Behnke family has long been actively involved in breeding, raising, showing, and merchandising elite 
Holsteins. Today, they milk 50 registered Holsteins, with a rolling herd average of 32,377 pounds of milk, 3.9 percent 
fat, 1,256 pounds of fat, 3.2 percent protein and 1,029 pounds of protein. The herd has a Breed Age Average (BAA) of 
110.6. 
 
Conservation Reserve Program Sign-up Meetings for Trumbull & Portage Counties 
David, Echols, david.echols@oh.usda.gov 

The Trumbull, Portage and Summit counties Farm Service Agency offices will be hosting public meetings regarding 
the Conservation Reserve Programs and the general sign-up that is underway. These will be at the Trumbull County 
Ag Center 520 West Main St Cortland Ohio on January 26, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and another meeting 
will be held at the Portage-Summit FSA office, 6970 SR 88 Ravenna Ohio on February 4, 2016 from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m.  
More information can be obtained by calling the Trumbull County FSA office at 330-637-2046 ext 109 or the 
Portage/Summit FSA Office at 330-297-7633 ext 113. 
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Agronomic Crop Research Experience (ACRE) Summer Interns Sought for 2016 
The Ohio State University Agronomic Crops Team is continuing a new summer program in 2016 aimed at providing a 
rich training experience to undergraduate students in a diversity of disciplines related to agronomic crop research. 
These Agronomic Crop Research Experience (ACRE) Interns will support OSU on-farm research, by being placed in 
strategic locations or hubs of research throughout the state. They will work to help facilitate better integration of 
research, education and outreach overall.  
 
Specifically, the ACREs program strives to: 
 Provide valuable, hands-on training to undergraduate students in a variety of agronomic crops disciplines to 

prepare them for careers in extension, research or industry 
 Provide a network of research assistants to help collect data from on-farm field trials throughout the state, 

more effectively expanding on-farm research capabilities 
 Enable greater independent research initiatives by county educators 

 
The primary responsibilities of the ACRE interns will be to assist with crop scouting, sample collection, field data 
collection, laboratory analysis, data entry, field plot maintenance and crop reporting. Other activities related to 
research, extension and outreach are also likely, including administrative and clerical work.   ACREs interns will form a 
cohort and will meet semi-regularly for trainings and to discuss the work they completed and any challenges faced. 
These trainings will happen at different locations throughout the state.  
 
The 2016 ACRE location hubs are listed below. Note that there is an office location listed for each hub, but this 
location may be flexible and an intern could be based at another OSU extension office within that hub.  

1. Fulton, Defiance, Williams and Paulding Counties, main office likely in 
Wauseon 

2. Wood County, main office likely in Bowling Green 
3. Trumbull, Ashtabula, Geauga and Mahoning Counties, main office likely in 

Cortland 
4. Darke, Miami, Mercer and Auglaize Counties, main office likely in Greenville 
5. Madison, Champaign and Fayette Counties, main office likely in London 
6. Ross County, main office likely in Chillicothe 
7. Knox, Delaware, Morrow and Licking Counties, main office likely in Mt 

Vernon 
8. Wayne and Tuscarawas Counties, main office likely in Wooster 

 
The ACRE program will last approximately 12-14 weeks. A mandatory, 2 day training will be held in Wooster, on May 
11-12th and the program will finish around Aug 12th – 19th, 2016.  Interested students should be 1) currently 
enrolled in an undergraduate program, 2) just finishing their undergraduate degree this semester, or 3) planning on 
starting graduate school this fall. Applicants must be able to work independently. They should be professionally 
motivated to help farmers make research-based management decisions. Students must have a valid driver’s license, 
a reliable personal vehicle and must be willing to travel extensively over the duration of the summer. All mileage will 
be reimbursed at the standard University rate ($0.54 per mile).   These internships are paid, full-time positions that 
will last for 12-14 weeks. Pay will be $11 per hour at 38 hours per week. There should be some flexibility for taking 
vacation depending on student interest, workload and county educator need.  Applications should be submitted by 
January 29th 2016 as a single pdf file to Steve Culman at culman.2@osu.edu.  
 
2016 Ag Day Sponsors Sought 
On May 13, 2016 Ashtabula County will be hosting an Agriculture Day for nearly 1,100 members of the class of 2026 
at the Ashtabula County Fairgrounds.  The goal of program is to educate first graders on where their food comes 

mailto:culman.2@osu.edu


from and to showcase the different types of agricultural commodities which are being grown in Ashtabula County. 
OSU Extension is currently seeking sponsors for this year’s event.   
 
During this interactive day, students will be able to get up close and personal with farm animals, crops, fruits, and 
vegetables at twelve interactive stations relating to our county’s agriculture.  They will learn about dairy cows, sheep, 
horses, beef cows, goats, pigs, alpacas, chickens, ducks, and turkeys.  Each student will make their own home-made 
butter and tried their hand at milking a cow.  The youth will also learn how seeds are planted to give us an array of 
tasty fruit and vegetables and how they are processed into foods that we enjoy.  For instance, how cucumbers are 
transformed into pickles and how tomatoes are turned into ketchup, salsa and spaghetti sauce.  They will learn about 
root crops like carrots and potatoes and the importance of bees in agriculture.   
 
The cost of hosting this event is over $10,000 (both monetary and in-kind) and without the support of many this 
program would not have been possible.  To help fund the 2016 Ag Day we are offering 5 levels of sponsorship.  These 
are: 
 Platinum Sponsorship -$1,000 and over 
 Gold Sponsorship - $500 to $999  
 Silver Sponsorship -$250 to $499   
 Bronze Sponsorship - $100 to $249  
 Friends of Ag Day - $1 to $99 

  
We are asking all Ashtabula County farms, agribusinesses, and supporters of Ashtabula County Agriculture to 
consider making a donation to help us educate our youth about agriculture.  Your gift to this program is 100% tax 
deductible.  More information about becoming a sponsor for this program can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula 
County Extension office at 440-576-9008. 
 
2nd Session of the 2016 Ohio Beef Cattle School Approaches 
The Ashtabula County Extension office and the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association would like to invite beef 
producers to participate in the second session of the 2016 Ohio Beef Cattle School.  It is slated for Tuesday, February 
2 and will begin at 7:00 p.m.  The second program in the series will build on the discussion from the first program 
which focused on beef industry outlook, marketing, and risk management. 
 
Overall cow-calf production is coming off historic profitability levels.  While the immediate future projects lower 
profits for the cow-calf producer, projections still remain positive when compared to production cycles prior to 2014.  
The February 2 program will emphasize management priorities that the producer can target for profitable beef 
production.   
 
Three primary focus areas will be featured in the second session.  Jeff Fisher, Extension Educator, Agriculture and 
Natural Resources, OSU Extension – Pike Co., will discuss “Factors That Effect Calf Crop Percentage Through Cow 
Performance.”  Jeff Moore, Extension Educator, Agriculture and Resources, OSU Extension – Gallia Co., will address 
“Breeding Management and the Calving Season.”  John Grimes, OSU Extension Beef Coordinator, will cover the topic 
“Genetic Choices for Today’s Producer.”   
 
The 2016 Ohio Beef Cattle School is being offered at 28 locations across Ohio, Indiana, West Virginia, and New York.  
This includes the Ashtabula County Extension office in Jefferson, Ohio.  The free webinar series will be held on 
Tuesday evenings, January 19, February 2 and February 16, 2016 with each session beginning at 7:00 p.m.  There is 
no fee to attend these webinars at the Ashtabula County Extension office. For more information, call the Ashtabula 
County Extension office at 440-576-9008.   
 
 



Beef Cattle Pasture Management Workshop to be held on February 25 in Jefferson 
 

OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association would like to invite beef 
producers to “Beef Cattle Pasture Management” workshop on Thursday, February 25, 2016 
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in the downstairs meeting room of the OSU Extension - Ashtabula 
County office located at 39 Wall Street in Jefferson, Ohio.  Area beef producers and    4-H/FFA 
youth are encouraged to attend this workshop. 
 
During this program, producers will learn the strategies for effective pasture management 
and how to control troublesome pasture weeds.  Learn the key steps to take in getting rid of 

profit-robbing weeds.  Effective pasture management can lead to increased profitability.  
 
This program will feature Breanna Lawyer, Range & Pasture Sales Trainee: Eastern Vegetation 
Management District for Dow AgroSciences.   Breanna’s duties with Dow AgroSciences includes assist 
farmers in Indiana, Illinois, and Ohio with their pasture management needs.   She received her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Agricultural Business and Management from Purdue University and an 
Associate’s Degree in Ag Business from Black Hawk College. 
 
This workshop is free and open to the public.  Light refreshments will be served.  More information about this 
program can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008.  
 
Preparation Class for Private Pesticide Applicator License Test to be held on February 4, 2016 in Burton, Ohio 
OSU Extension in Northeast Ohio will be providing a training session to help farmers prepare for the Ohio 
Department of Agriculture’s Private Pesticide Applicator’s Exam.  This class is not required 
but is a great opportunity for applicators to learn what they will need to study for the test.  
This class will be held on Thursday, February 4, 2016 from 1:00 to 4:30 p.m. This session 
will be held in Burton, Ohio at the Geauga County Extension office.  The registration fee 
for this program is $35/person, which includes all CORE study materials. Call the Geauga 
County Extension office at 440-834-4656 to register or for more information. 
 
Ohio State University Extension Announces Two Upcoming Conferences to Help Small Farm Owners 
By Tony Nye, OSU Extension Educator 
  
The agricultural landscape of today is very different than it was 20 – 25 years ago. Farms today are getting fewer in 
number and the ones that are left are growing in acreage. However, as the Small Farm Program Coordinator for Ohio 
State University Extension I continue to see a huge interest in small farm production.   
 
The “Small Farmer” is a term used for individuals who are practicing agriculture on a small amount of acreage, usually 
with less than 100 acres.  These farmers are many times new to agriculture and are looking to begin a different 
lifestyle.  
 
Since 2005, we at Ohio State have tried addressing producer needs for small farm production.  Our two main efforts 
include an eight week Small Farm College and the second is through Small Farm Conferences. 
This month I want to highlight our two conferences in March and April 2016, which will be sponsored by OSU 
Extension’s Small Farm Program.  These conferences are designed for small farm owners who want to learn more 
about how to make their farms work better for them or expand their operations, or those new to agriculture who are 
looking for ways to utilize acreage.  Land owners can attend workshops and presentations on these issues and more 
during the two conferences: “Opening Doors to Success” and “Living Your Small Farm Dream”. 
 



The two conferences, combined with a trade show, are set up to help participants learn tips, techniques and methods 
for diversifying their opportunities into successful new enterprises and markets as a way to improve economic 
growth and development on their farms.  Through the conferences, we try to give participants a smorgasbord of 
ideas that may interest them and opportunities to learn in-depth about an issue, gain resources, and study how to 
finance a new venture. Although similar in content, the two conferences are not set up to contain the same sessions 
nor are they located in the same location. 
 
The “Opening Doors to Success” Conference and Trade Show will be held March 11-12, 2016 at the Wilmington 
College Campus Boyd Cultural Arts Center, Wilmington, Ohio. This conference will kick off Friday afternoon with two 
really neat hands-on workshops focusing on Meat Goat Production and Water Management and Irrigation 
Techniques.   
 
The Meat Goat Management program will be presented by Dr. Richard Browning, Tennessee State University and Dr. 
Maria L. Leite-Browning of Alabama A & M University. Both Richard and Maria are widely known across the country 
for their meat goat research and expertise in meat goat production. They will provide training on artificial 
insemination in meat goats, FAMACHA eyelid scoring training for the treatment and control of Haemonchus 
contortus (Barber’s Pole worm) in goats and sheep, criteria for culling, keeping, and purchasing breeding stock for 
genetic improvement in commercial or seedstock meat goat operations. 
 
Micro Irrigation Essentials and Management will be taught by OSU Horticulture specialist, Brad Bergefurd. He will 
cover such topics as evapotranspiration, ground-based and remote moisture sensing, deficit irrigation, micro-
irrigation, irrigation scheduling, fertigation basics, irrigation planning resources, and more.  On Saturday, the 
conference will feature 25-plus sessions from Ohio State University and industry experts as well as a trade show for 
small farmers that will offer information that can benefit a variety of growers.  
 
The “Living Your Small Farm Dream”, Conference and Trade Show will be held April 2, 2016 at the Shisler Conference 
Center on the Ohio State University Campus in Wooster, Ohio. Participants at this conference will be able to choose 
from more than 25 sessions from Ohio State and industry experts as well as question producer speakers on issues 
related to small farms.  
 
I encourage you to attend both conferences as they will not cover all the same speakers or topics.  We try to keep the 
two conferences different so we can reach more producers and help them with their operation needs. 
Some of the topics (Subject to Change) we plan to cover at the two conferences are: 
 Women in Agriculture 
 Goat production 
 Poultry production 
 Farm Business Planning 
 Artisan Cheese Making 
 Direct marketing  
 Organics 
 Starting a business 
 Hand Sprayer Calibration 
 Legal issues for small farms 
 Soil basics 
 Fertility Management 
 High tunnels 
 Beekeeping 
 Vegetable and fruit production 
 Financing/loans 



 Estate Planning 
For more information about these two conferences, please visit http://agnr.osu.edu/small-farm-programs or contact 
Tony Nye at (937) 382-0901 or nye.1@osu.edu.  
 
Indoor Plants 
By the Ashtabula County Master Gardeners 
 
Oh my, how dreary everything looks. I have taken down the tree, put all the decorations away, unstrung the lights 
and even swept away the glitter. It looks mighty gloomy at my house. Even the air is stale. Well, indoor plants to the 
rescue! They will add beauty, soften the winter harshness and even add oxygen to the air. Hurray! Of course as a 
novice, I want EASY with plenty of interest and variety.  
 
Choices might include: succulents; jade and aloe and oh, so many 
more.  Cactus and bamboo are readily available. If you want to live 
large, you might try an indoor orchid. A mother-in-law tongue plant 
[Sansevieria] , so called because of its long sharp pointed leaves and 
that it never goes away, is a good choice for any novice or jokester. 
Rubber tree [Ficus elastica] and the Peace Lily [Spathiphyllus] also are 
nice options. 
 
As always, do a little looking in the stores and on-line before you purchase. Choose a healthy plant from a reliable 
nursery and do not bring home insects. Don’t try to save a sick and ailing plant. It just might risk the health of your 
other plants.  There are general needs for all plants, and a care plan will provide a well-balanced environment. The 
amount of light needs to be kept as balanced as much as possible, taking the amount of sunlight into consideration.  
Decreasing fertilization and watering can bring a balance to the plants during the low light months. 
 
Most plants prefer temperatures between 60-80 degrees. They do not care for drafts or being too cold or too hot. 
Dry months cause the air to be drier. Use a humidifier, dishes of water scattered around or let the plant visit the 
bathroom while you take a leisurely shower. Drainage holes in the bottom of the container need to be large or 
numerous. Use a saucer to catch the extra water. Don’t let the plant sit in the water more than 5 minutes. The roots 
will get too wet and the plant will be susceptible to disease.  
 
If you insist on using one of those fancy containers, double pot the plant by placing the plant in a smaller container 
with great drainage holes and then place it all into the fancy container. Tricky right! You can have your cake and eat it 
too!  Potting mix media is best, is balanced for plants, and is well aerated yet holds sufficient moisture.  A weekly 
soaking usually is sufficient but test the soil. Inspect the soil with your finger. Put your finger 2-6 inches into the 
plant. The soil should feel wet and the entire root mass is moist. Room temperature water is ideal. 
 
The amount of fertilizer your plant will need is directly related to the quantity of light it receives.  Less light, less 
fertilizer; more light, more fertilizer. Simple right.  Problems: watch for mites and insects and take action to deal with 
them. Mites increase rapidly. Check with the nursery or on-line for a good action plan if pests appear. Again as 
always, enjoy! Have fun and soon the plants in the room will be making you smile! 
 
Sources:  ohioline.osu.edu.hyg-3067-96 “A General Health Management Guide for Indoor Plants” and About.com 
home/easy plants  
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Upcoming 2016 Winter Extension Program Dates 
The following programs have been scheduled for Northeast Ohio farmers this upcoming winter.  Complete 
registration flyers can be found at: http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-natural-
resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines 
 
Northeast Ohio Pesticide Recertification & Fertilizer Certification Sessions 
January 29, 2016 at the Geauga County Extension Office 
February 10, 2016 at the Trumbull County Extension Office 
February 26, 2016 at the Perry Community Center 
 
State Beef Webinar 
February 2, 2016 at the Ashtabula County Extension Office 
February 16, 2016 at the Ashtabula County Extension Office 
 
2016 Northeast Ohio Agronomy School 
February 23, 2016  
 
Northeast Ohio Winter Beef Clinic 
February 25, 2016 at the Ashtabula County Extension Office 
 
2016 Northeast Ohio Winter Grape School 
March 16, 2016  
 
2016 Ashtabula County Dairy Banquet 
Saturday, March 19, 2016 at the Lenox Community Center 
 
2016 Joe Bodnar Memorial Northern Classic Steer & Heifer Show 
Saturday, April 16, 2016 at the Ashtabula County Fairgrounds 
 
*************************************************************************************** 
PLEASE SHARE…this newsletter with farmers or others who are interested in agricultural topics in 
Ashtabula & Trumbull Counties. Past issues can be located at: https://go.osu.edu/ag-news.  Please tell 
your friends and neighbors to sign up for the list.  CONTACT: marrison.2@osu.edu 
*************************************************************************************** 
Readers can subscribe electronically to this newsletter by sending an e-mail message 
to: marrison.2@osu.edu.   If you would like to opt-out of receiving this newsletter, please e-
mail marrison.2@osu.edu with the words: UNSUBSCRIBE 
  

 
*************************************************************************************** 

http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-natural-resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines
http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-natural-resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines
https://go.osu.edu/ag-news
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Northeast Ohio Regional Agronomy School 
Williamsfield Community Center 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 from 9:30 to 3:00 p.m. 
Join OSU Extension as we host our annual Agronomy School for crop farmers in Northeast Ohio. With profit margins 

decreasing it will be vital for crop producers to get the biggest bang from the dollars they invest in land rental, seed and 
fertilizer, technology, chemicals, and crop protection.  

 
Registration – Registration begins at 9:00 a.m. Join us early for light refreshments. Program will start at 9:30 a.m. 
 
How Do You Measure Up When it Comes to Getting the Most Out of Your Pesticides? - In today’s world of modern 
agricultural technology pesticides are chemical wonders in a small bag or bottle. Each one has the potential to do the job 
but getting the most out of each product depends on what you add and how you handle the chemical. When you add an 
adjuvant what does that mysterious other ingredient really do? Have you ever considered the level of concentration and 
the precision of measurement that it takes to meet the labeled requirements? Les Ober, OSU Extension ANR Program 
Specialist from Geauga County will help producers learn more about spray additives and how improper measurements 
may be costing your operation valuable dollars. 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. 
 
Getting Off the Bench and Heading for the End Zone: Using Your Numbers in Cropping Decisions- With corn and 
soybean prices dropping over the past year and low margins predicted for the 2016 cropping year, Dianne Shoemaker, 
OSU Extension Field Specialist for Dairy Production Economics, will review how the Finpack BENCHmark reports can 
help producers take a good look at the profitability of their crop enterprises. 10:15 to 11:00 a.m. 
 
Agronomic Weed Control - Dealing with Marestail and Palmer Amaranth in Northeast Ohio - Dr. Mark 
Loux, OSU Extension Weed Specialist will share what is new in weed control for agronomic crops.  Learn about 
the new corn and soybean premixes and the status of the Enlist and Xtend herbicide programs. Mark will share 
management details for controlling weed resistance weeds as Marestail has exploded in Northeast Ohio and 
Palmer Amaranth was discovered in Mahoning County in 2015.  Learn more about overlapping residual and 
strategies to use to keep other weeds from becoming resistant in your crop fields.  11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 
 
Lunch & Industry Trade Talks - As always, a hearty farmer lunch prepared by Lahti Catering means you will not go 
away hungry! This lunch is sponsored by W.I. Miller & Sons of Farmdale, Ohio. Each of our program sponsors will provide 
a short industry update during lunch.  Lunch & trade talks will be held from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. 
 
Field Crop Insect Update – Dr. Andy Michel, OSU Extension Entomologist, will share tips for dealing with insects in your 
field crops.  Producers will learn more about soybean aphids, stinkbugs, and Western Bean Cutworm.  Learn the 
thresholds for each of these bugs and the control measures for each. Andy will provide insight on future control measures 
such as RNAi.  Dr. Kelley Tilmon, OSU Extension’s new field crop entomologist will also be on hand to discuss her multi-
state research on soybean seed treatments.  1:00 to 2:00 p.m.  
 
Ohio Nutrient Management Record Keeper (ONMRK)- Lee Beers, OSU Extension Educator for Trumbull County, will 
share how farmers can use the new ONMRK mobile app to comply with the new recordkeeping requirements created by 
Senate Bill 1 and Senate Bill 150.  This APP was developed by Knox County Farm Bureau and Knox County Soil and 
Water Conservation District. 2:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
 
Changes Abound- The industry of agriculture continues to be placed more regulation.  David Marrison, OSU Extension 
Educator, will provide updates on the proposed changes to the private and commercial pesticide re-certification process, 
new Worker Protection Standards, and on the newly formed Northeast Ohio Phosphorus Task force. 2:30 to 3:00 p.m. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Pre-registration is required by Monday, February 15, 2016. Registration fee is $10.00/per person.  Registration 
includes morning refreshments, lunch, speaker travel expenses, and program handouts.  Make checks payable to OSU 
Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you have any questions 
please call 440-576-9008. CCA and Private & Commercial Pesticide Credits have been granted (both Ohio and 
Pennsylvania).  Weed control guides will be on sale for $15 at the workshop. 
Name____________________________________  Phone_____________________ 
Address__________________________________  City__________________ Zipcode________ 
Email____________________________________  # of Reservations_______________$10 per RSVP  
        _____Yes, pre-order a Weed Control Guide for me 
 

 
CFAES provides research and related educational programs 

to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 
information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 



	“Beef Cattle Pasture Management” 

	 
 
 

 

 
 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association would like to invite 
beef producers to “Beef Cattle Pasture Management” workshop on Thursday, 
February 25, 2016 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in the downstairs meeting room of the OSU 
Extension - Ashtabula County office located at 39 Wall 
Street in Jefferson, Ohio.  Area beef producers and    
4-H/FFA youth are encouraged to attend this 
workshop. 
 
During this program, producers will learn the strategies 
for effective pasture management and how to control 
troublesome pasture weeds.  Learn the key steps to 
take in getting rid of profit-robbing weeds.  Effective 
pasture management can lead to increased 
profitability.  
 
This program will feature Breanna Lawyer, Range & Pasture Sales Trainee: Eastern 

Vegetation Management District for Dow AgroSciences.   Breanna’s 
duties with Dow AgroSciences includes assist farmers in Indiana, 
Illinois, and Ohio with their pasture management needs.   She 
received her Bachelor’s Degree in Agricultural Business and 
Management from Purdue University and an Associate’s Degree in Ag 
Business from Black Hawk College. 
 

This workshop is free and open to the public.  Light refreshments will be served.  More 
information about this program can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County 
Extension office at 440-576-9008.  

 Directions on Back 

  

 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

OSU Extension Office 
39 Wall Street   

Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  



MAP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Program Location: 
Ashtabula County Extension Office 

39 Wall Street 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Join us for another great Northeast Ohio Beef Clinic! 
 

 

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on 

a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.



	2016 Ohio Beef Cattle Webinar Series 

	 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Ashtabula County Extension office and the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s 
Association would like to participate in the 2016 Ohio Beef Cattle Webinar Series 
during the winter of 2016.  This free webinar series will be held on Tuesday evenings, 
January 19, February 2 and February 16, 2016 with each session beginning at 7:00 
p.m.  The programs will address some of the most important issues currently facing 
Ohio's beef industry.  Rapidly changing forces are constantly shaping the beef 
industry's landscape and successful producers need to stay abreast of changes to 
remain competitive.  
 
The school begins on January 19, 2016 with a focus on outlook, marketing and risk 
management.  Dr. Derrell Peel, Oklahoma State University Livestock Marketing 
Specialist, will kick off the program with his insight into the beef cattle market 
outlook.  Sam Roberts of United Producers Inc. will offer suggestions on market risk 
management and capturing profitable pricing opportunities in the coming year.  The 
February 2, 2016 session will address management priorities for profitable beef 
production.  Members of the OSU Extension Beef Team will address important 
concepts including calving windows, genetic choices, breeding management, 
crossbreeding and economic traits that will impact profit potential.  The series will 
conclude on February 16, 2016 with a focus squarely on the end product. Dr. Lyda 
Garcia, Assistant Professor of Meat Sciences at The Ohio State University, will 
demonstrate carcass fabrication into primal and sub-primal cuts and discuss how 
quality and yield differences establish beef values.  
 
There is no fee to attend these webinars at the Ashtabula County Extension office. For 
more information, call the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008.   

 

 

Tuesday evenings 
January 19, February 2 & 

February 16, 2016 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Host Site: 
Ashtabula County Extension 

39 Wall Street 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on 

a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.
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To: Supporters of Ashtabula County Agriculture 
From: David L. Marrison 
Date: December 15, 2015 
Re: Sponsorship of 2016 Ag Day 
 
On May 8, 2015 nearly 1,000 members of the class of 2025 descended on the Ashtabula County 
Fairgrounds to participate in Ashtabula County’s “Ag Day.”   Sponsored by OSU Extension and the 
Ashtabula County Farm Bureau, the primary goal of this event is to educate first graders on where their 
food comes from and to showcase the different types of agricultural commodities which are being grown 
in Ashtabula County.   
 
During this interactive day, students are able to get up close and personal with farm animals, crops, 
fruits, and vegetables at twelve interactive stations relating to our county’s agriculture.  During the day, 
the students:  
 Learn about bees, dairy cows, sheep, horses, beef cows, goats, 

pigs, alpacas, chickens, ducks, and turkeys.   
 Make their own home-made butter and tried their hand at milking 

a cow.   
 Learn how seeds are planted to give us an array of tasty fruit and 

vegetables and how they are processed into foods that we enjoy.   
 Learn what type of machinery is used in agriculture.  
 Learn the importance of healthy nutrition and exercise. 

 
Ashtabula County’s Ag Day program has become a community supported effort as over 250 volunteers 
and donors help to make this day a reality for the students.  The cost of hosting this event was over 
$10,000 (both monetary and in-kind) and without the support of many this program would not have been 
possible.  We are asking you to considering becoming a donor for the 2016 Ag Day which will be held on 
Friday, May 13, 2016 we are offering 5 levels of sponsorship.  These are: 
 
 Platinum Sponsorship -$1,000 and over 
 Gold Sponsorship -  $500 to $999  
 Silver Sponsorship -  $250 to $499   

 Bronze Sponsorship - $100 to $249  
 Friends of Ag Day -  $1 to $99 

 
 
We are asking all Ashtabula County farms, agribusinesses, and supporters of Ashtabula County 
Agriculture to consider making a donation to help us educate our youth about agriculture (see back for 
more details).  Your gift to this program is 100% tax deductible.  Attached you will find a list of donors 
from 2015. Donors are recognized in a variety of manners which can be seen on the following page.  If 
you are interested in helping with this year’s program or would like to be a sponsor, please contact 
Abbey Averill at 440-576-9008. 
   ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Yes, I would like to be a sponsor of the 2016 Ag Day! 
Sponsor Name(s)_______________________________________________________________ 
Address_________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone____________________________ Email_____________________________________ 
 
$_______Platinum  $_______Gold     $_______Silver     $_______Bronze    $_______Friends of Ag Day  
 
_____In-Kind, I can offer the following in-kind support_____________________________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to: OSU Extension      Return to: OSU Extension, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047 
                For More Information:  440-576-9008 



 

 

 
 
There are many ways to become a sponsor for this event.  Your support of the Ashtabula County Ag Day 
can be provided through a monetary donation or through an in-kind donation.  Listed below is how your 
company’s donation will be recognized by the committee and some ideas for donation opportunities. 
 
Platinum Sponsorship -$1,000 and over 

 Company/Individual name on back of shirt which all volunteers wear. 
 Sign at the 12 interactive stations. 
 Listed in the donor brochure sent home to every student’s home. 
 On sponsorship list for media publication. 
 Recognition at Ag Day for being a sponsor. 
 Ideas for donation- Sponsor three or more classrooms from your local school or help sponsor the bus 

transportation ($3,500 total for busing) or sponsor the “Adventures in Agriculture with Chris Clover” coloring 
book ($2,000). Donate an agricultural based-giveaway valued over $1,000.  For example, an Ag Day lunch 
box for every student.   

 
Gold Sponsorship - $500 to $999  

 Company/Individual name on back of shirt which all volunteers wear. 
 Sign at all 12 interactive stations. 
 Listed in the donor brochure sent home to every student’s home. 
 On sponsorship list for media publication. 
 Recognition at Ag Day for being a sponsor. 
 Ideas for donation- Sponsor two classrooms from your local school or sponsor your local school’s busing.  

Donate an agricultural based-giveaway valued over $500, provide milk and ice cream for each student, 
sponsor the dwarf cherry tomato plants to be taken home by every student or provide lunch for the over 
150 volunteers. Donate reusable Ag Day tote bag for each classroom. 

 
Silver Sponsorship -$250 to $499  

 Listed in the donor brochure sent home to every student’s home. 
 On sponsorship list for media publication. 
 Recognition at Ag Day for being a sponsor. 
 Ideas for donation- Sponsor a classroom from your local school.  Donate an agricultural based-giveaway 

valued over $250, sponsor the supplies needed for one of the stations (example: whipping cream to make 
the homemade butter), or sponsor the Callie the Cow milking station. 

 
Bronze Sponsorship - $100 to $249  

 Listed in the donor brochure sent home to every student’s home. 
 On sponsorship list for media publication. 
 Recognition at Ag Day for being a sponsor. 
 Ideas for donation- Donate an agricultural based-giveaway valued over $100.  We can use money to 

purchase program supplies (example: potatoes, carrots, flower pots, soil) for the 12 interactive stations. 
 
Friends of Ag Day - $1 to $99 

 Listed in the donor brochure sent home to every student’s home. 
 On sponsorship list for media publication. 
 Recognition at Ag Day for being a sponsor. 
 Ideas for donation- Donate an agricultural based-giveaway valued up to $99.  We can use money to 

purchased program supplies (example: hand sanitizers for the 12 interactive stations). 
 

Volunteerism- We need over 250 volunteers to help with this program. Your company can provide volunteers to be 
presenters at one of the 12 interactive stations, be a group leader to lead a classroom from station to station, or 
help with safety coordination or in logistics.  Contact Abbey Averill at OSU Extension at 440-576-9008 for more 
details on volunteer opportunities. 
 
 



 

 

2015 Ashtabula County Ag Day Sponsors 
 
 
Platinum Sponsorship 
Ashtabula County Holstein Club 
Ruth Mary Service 
Ashtabula County Farm Bureau 
OSU Extension-Ashtabula County 
Ashtabula County Fair-board 
Albert M. Ford Charitable Trust 
Veteran’s Service Commission 
Walmart Stores, Inc. 
Western Reserve Farm Cooperative 
 
Gold Sponsorship   
John & Nancy Patterson 
Crosswinds Grille at The Lake House Inn  
Erie Bank 
Katherine S. Riedel - Attorney 
 
Silver Sponsorship  
AGS Graphics 
Barb Schaab, Ashtabula County Recorder 
COBA Select Sires, Inc. 
Bossy’s Way Inc. 
Farm Credit Services 
Marrison Farms 
Mideast Dairy Council 
Wright Farms, LTD 
Anonymous Donor from Conneaut 
 
Bronze Sponsorship  
Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association 
Arms Trucking Company 
Andover Bank 
Ashtabula County Soil & Water 
Conservation District 
Cherry Valley Slaughtering & Processing 
Countryside Vet Clinic 
Easton Culligan 
Ferrante Winery  

 
 
Bronze Sponsorship (continued)  
Pymatuning Valley Primary PTO, Inc. 
Joe & Encie Moroski 
Ralph & Pat Pankowski 
Sheryle Tersigni 
Spencers Farm 
Valley Feed Mill 
Dan Whitmire 
 
 
Friends of Ag Day  
Jefferson Grange 
Bernie Haythcer 
Hoppin Hoofers 4-H Club 
Saybrook Grange 
Saybrook Raiders 4-H Club 
Cheryle Chiaramonte 
Kalas Farm 
Markko Vineyards 
Piper Processing 
Marianne Sezon 
Snowy Oak Tree Farm 
Western Reserve Animal Clinic 
 
Thanks to 2015 Station Volunteers  
Ashtabula County BeeKeepers Association 
Ashtabula County 4-H Volunteers & Youth 
Ashtabula County Farm Bureau 
Ashtabula County Master Gardeners 
Ashtabula County Visitor’s Bureau 
Aloterra Energy 
Conversation Station 
Jefferson Grange 
Jefferson Police & EMS 
Manners Christmas Tree Farm 
Pymatuning Valley FFA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


	January26OhioAgENews2016
	2016NortheastOhioAgronomySchoolRegistrationFlyer
	2016WinterBeefClinicPastureManagementFlyer
	BeefCattleWebinarseriesflyerAshtabulaCo
	AgDaySponsorshipletter2016

	Name: 
	Phone: 
	Address: 
	City: 
	Zipcode: 
	Email: 
	of Reservations: 
	Yes preorder a Weed Control Guide for me: 


