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Hello, Northeast Ohio Counties!

With a few days of nicer weather, folks might 
have forgotten that is still January and 
WINTER!  Many Ashtabula County residents 
were shocked to walk out their backdoor this 
morning as we received quite a bit of snow 
last night and into this morning.  Some farmers 
are reporting up to a foot of snow!  

We have a great schedule of Extension 
workshops over the next six weeks. We hope 
to see you at these events!

David Marrison 
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Ashtabula County

Lee Beers
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Trumbull County

Woah to the snow that showed up across Ashtabula County this morning!
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IRS Reminds Employers that W-2, W-3, 1099-MISC Forms 
Due January 31 
 
The Internal Revenue Service is reminding employers that the deadline for filing employee 
Forms W-2, Wage and Tax Statement, for calendar year 2017 is Jan. 31, 2018. This includes 
Forms W-3, Transmittal of Wage and Tax Statements. In addition, reporting payments to 
contract workers on Form 1099-MISC (box 7, nonemployee compensation) must also be filed by 
January 31, 2018 
 
Employers must file Form W-2 showing the wages paid and taxes withheld for the year for each 
employee with the Social Security Administration. The due date applies to both e-filed and paper 
filed W-2s. The January 31 deadline began last year as part of the Protecting Americans 
Against Tax Hikes (PATH) Act legislation to combat identity theft and refund fraud. 
 
The Social Security Administration encourages all employers to e-file their Forms W-2 by using 
its Business Services Online. The online filing checklist provides a step-by-step process for 
employers to file W-2s quickly and securely. Employers are required to use e-file if they file 250 
or more Forms W-2 or W-2c, and failing to do so may incur a penalty. The IRS projects that 
employers will file more than 250 million Forms W-2 this year and that the vast majority will be 
e-filed. E-filing can save time and effort and helps ensure accuracy. 
 
Employers that file Forms 1097, 1098, 1099 (except a Form 1099-MISC reporting nonemployee 
compensation), 3921, 3922 or W-2G electronically, have an extended filing due date with the 
IRS of April 2, 2018. However, the due date for giving the recipient these forms generally 
remains January 31, 2018. 

 
Northeast Ohio Calving Workshop to be held on February 
22, 2018 in Jefferson, Ohio 
OSU Extension, the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association and the Ashtabula County Dairy 
Service Unit would like to invite Northeast Ohio Beef & Dairy producers to the “Northeast Ohio 
Calving Workshop” on Thursday, February 22, 2018 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Ashtabula 
County Fairgrounds located at 127 North Elm Street in Jefferson, Ohio.   
 
Calving issues cause stress and economic loss for many northeast 
Ohio dairy and beef operations each year.  To help producers 
increase their calving management skills, we have invited Dr. 
Gustavo Schuenemann (OSU Extension Dairy Veterinarian) to share 
his calving expertise.  This intensive clinic will offer dairy and beef 
producers calving management knowledge in a face-to-face and 
hands-on environment.  Topics will include: what is normal and what 
is abnormal in calving, techniques for assisting delivery, trouble 
shooting delivery problems, factors causing calving difficulties, post-
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delivery problems, when to call for professional help, and the post-calving management & 
health.  

 
The clinic includes about 1 hour of classroom instruction followed by 1 hour of 
hands-on demonstration.  Participants will practice delivery techniques and 
newborn care management practices using a calving simulator developed by 
Dr. Schuenemann. This hands-on course is free and open to all dairy and beef 
producers in Northeast Ohio.  4-H and FFA youth will also gain valuable 
experience from this workshop.   
 
No registration is required for this event and light refreshments will be served.  

A program flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events   More information can be received 
by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008. Do not miss this chance to 
increase your ability to handle the problem calving situations which challenge us during calving 
season.   
 

Northeast Ohio Agronomy School Slated for February 21, 
2018 
 
The OSU Extension offices in Northeast Ohio are pleased to be offering the “2018 Northeast 
Ohio Agronomy School” on Wednesday, February 21, 2018 from 9:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the 
Williamsfield Community Center located at 5920 State Route 322 in Williamsfield, Ohio.  With 
profit margins decreasing it will be vital for crop producers to get the biggest bang from the 
dollars they invest in land rental, seed and fertilizer, technology, chemicals, and crop protection 
in 2018. A full day of topics with six different speakers has been planned for producers to learn 
more about the major issues impacting corn and soybean production in northeast Ohio.    
 
Morning Session- Jeff Stachler, OSU Extension Educator for Auglaize County will “ZOOM” in via 
the internet to help farmers learn how to control troublesome weeds.  Learn more about 
controlling marestail, lambsquarter, common ragweed, redroot pigweed, and grasses.  
Discussion will also be held on waterhemp, one of Ohio’s newest weeds, which is heading its 
way east across Ohio.  Alan Sundermeier, OSU Extension Educator in Wood County will then 
help producers learn about Ohio’s Soil Health Initiative.  Learn what makes up a healthy soil and 
how can farmers can measure it.  This interactive session will demonstrate water holding 
capacity, compaction, and biological attributes of soil.  Techniques for improving soil productivity 
will also be discussed.  To cap off the morning, David Marrison, OSU Extension Educator for 
Ashtabula County will help provide tips for making higher profits from your crop enterprise.  
Learn how to analyze your farm’s financial situation, how to create effective crop budgets and 
how to examine your cost of production.  This session will also examine the new tax legislation 
and how it will impact agriculture.  
 
Lunch- As always, a hearty farmer lunch prepared by Lahti Catering means attendees will not 
go away hungry! This lunch is sponsored by W.I. Miller & Sons of Farmdale, Ohio and each of 
our program sponsors will provide a short industry update during lunch.  
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Afternoon Session- To kick off the afternoon session, Dr. Scott Shearer, OSU Associate 
Professor in Food, Agricultural and Biological Engineering will help farmers examine the impacts 
of soil compaction.  Increasing production costs and tighter profit margins are causing many to 
question the value of new tire or track technologies.  This presentation will provide farmers with 
a foundation for considering the value of these technologies along with field data from studies 
including grain carts and planters.  Dr. John Fulton, OSU Associate Professor in Food, 
Agricultural and Biological Engineering Technology will then help producers learn how to use 
precision ag on their small & medium crop farms without breaking the bank.  This presentation 
will cover the basic precision technologies available while discussing potential value.  To close 
out the day, Lee Beers, OSU Extension Educator for Trumbull County will address some of the 
more volatile issues which producers are sure to face 2018. This presentation will include a 
discussion on Dicamba and much more. 
 
Sponsors & Credits- This workshop is sponsored by the OSU Extension offices in Ashtabula, 
Trumbull & Geauga Counties with support from W.I. Miller & Sons, Centerra Coop, Doebler’s 
Hybrids, Pioneer Seeds & the Ohio Soybean Council.  Certified Crop Advisor and Private & 
Commercial Pesticide Credits have been applied for.   
 
Registration-The registration fee for this workshop is $15 per person and includes refreshments, 
lunch, speaker travel expenses, and program handouts.  2018 Weed Control Guides will be on 
sale for $16 at the workshop as well as the Ohio Agronomy Guide for $17. Pre-registration is 
required by February 13, 2018.  Make checks payable to OSU Extension, and mail to Ashtabula 
County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. A registration flyer can be found 
at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events   More information can be received by calling the Ashtabula 
County Extension office at 440-576-9008. 
 

What’s Limiting Soybean Yield? Take Soybean Production 
Survey and Receive $40 
By: Laura Lindsey 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2018-02/what%E2%80%99s-
limiting-soybean-yield-take-soybean-production-survey-and 
 
I am continuing a third year of a State‐Wide Project aimed at generating 
some baseline producer data on current soybean management practices 
in Ohio’s production systems. This project is funded by the Ohio Soybean 
Council and the North Central Soybean Research Program (NCSRP). The 
project goal is to identify the key factors that preclude the state’s soybean 
producers from obtaining yields that should be potentially possible on their 
respective individual farms. The term used for the difference between 
what yield is possible on your farm each year and what you yield you 
actually achieve is called a “Yield Gap.”  To participate in this research, please see the online 
survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ohiosoybean 
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We are therefore asking Crop Producers in Ohio to provide us with yield and other agronomic 
data specific to their soybean production fields. With that data, we could then conduct an in‐
depth analysis of what on‐farm factors might be causing a Yield Gap on producer farms. We 
intend to provide annual reports to all crop producers informing them of what factors we may 
have identified that, based on our analysis of the data collected from farms, are likely limiting 
you from achieving soybean yields closer to yield potential that is likely possible on your farms! 
Access the latest report at: https://stepupsoy.osu.edu/soybean-production/soybean-yield-gap-
research 
 
Specifically, we are requesting yield and other data specific to four 2017 fields of soybean that 
YOU grew on your farm. If you cannot recall or do not have data for any given cell on the Survey 
Form, leave them blank.  We look forward to receiving your data. Keep in mind that all data 
submissions will be kept strictly confidential. At the end of the survey, you will be asked for your 
name, email, and mailing address. This entry is optional, but will be used to email preliminary 
results and mail a check ($10/field) for your time and help filling out the survey. 
 

Reminders about Dicamba Training  
By: Mark Loux 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2018-02/reminders-about-dicamba-
training 
 
Following the problems with off-target movement of the new dicamba formulations, XtendiMax, 
Engenia, and FeXapan, last summer, the USEPA mandated a number of label changes, and 
also designated these products as restricted use pesticides. The labels now contain additional 
restrictions on application, and also mandate that anyone applying these products must 
participate in annual training on their use. ODA will be enforcing the new dicamba restrictions 
and has sent out a letter to all private applicators with category 1 (grain and cereal crops) on 
their license to notify them of the new requirements. Dicamba-specific training dates and 
locations can be found at the OSU Pesticide Education website, pested.osu.edu – the list will be 
updated frequently. Any of the dicamba-specific training dates listed on the website will meet the 
training requirement to apply Xtendimax, Engenia, or FeXapan, regardless of which company 
(BASF, Monsanto, Dupont) sponsored the meeting. In other words, only one training session 
from any company has to be attended regardless of which product an applicator is using. Ohio 
is accepting training that an applicator attends in all states bordering us, but the reverse is not 
necessarily true – Indiana and Kentucky are not accepting training attended here in Ohio. More 
information can also be found on the ODA Pesticide and Fertilizer Regulation website - 
http://www.agri.ohio.gov/apps/odaprs/pestfert-PRS-index.aspx. 
 

Local Training on Dicamba to be held on February 9, 2018 
If you have category 1 on your private pesticide applicators license, you probably received a 
letter from the ODA this past week detailing the new guidelines and restrictions for using 
dicamba. One of those new guidelines requires specific training for the use of applying new 
dicamba technologies in crop after emergence. You can find dicamba trainings in Ohio at this 
website: https://pested.osu.edu.  
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Nigel Raine keeps a collection of wild bees in 
his laboratory at the University of Guelph, in 
Canada. Farmed honeybees can compete with 
wild bees for food, making it harder for wild 
species to survive. 

 
Local training will be sponsored and taught by Monsanto on February 9, 2018 at 10am at WI 
Miller and Sons in Farmdale, OH. To register for the event please visit : 
http://www.cvent.com/d/3tq4b0/4W. This training will allow you to apply Monsanto, Dupont, and 
BASF products. For more information please contact WI Miller and Sons at 330-876-6573.  
 

Honeybees Help Farmers, But They Don't Help The 
Environment 
By Dan Charles 
Source: https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/01/27/581007165/honeybees-help-farmers-
but-they-dont-help-the-environment 
isten· 2:50 
Honeybees are amazing and adorable, and they suffer when people spray pesticides or mow 
down wildflowers. We've heard plenty in recent years about collapsing bee colonies. So Jonas 
Geldmann, at the University of Cambridge, says he understands how the honeybee became a 
symbol of environmental conservation. 
 
But he still doesn't like it. "Lots of conservation organizations are promoting local honey, and 
even promoting sponsorships of honeybees and that kind of stuff, and that increasingly annoyed 
me," he says. It annoyed him because the honeybee is perhaps the one type of bee that we 
should worry about the least. Honeybee hives aren't natural, and they don't help the 
environment. In fact, they may harm it. 
 
There are thousands of bee species. Almost all of them live in the wild, hiding away in the 
ground or in odd cavities, like hollow plant 
stems. They play a vital role in the 
ecosystem, pollinating flowering plants. 
Many are in peril; some species have 
disappeared. 
 
Researcher Nigel Raine has a whole array of 
wild bees impaled on pins in his laboratory at 
the University of Guelph, in Canada. Many 
are tiny. Raine says that gardeners often 
assume they're flies. "If you sit down and 
say, 'No, that's a small, solitary bee; that's a 
metallic green one' — when you show them 
a metallic green bee in their yard, they say, 
'Wow! That's amazing!' " 
 
And then there's the honeybee: originally 
imported from Europe, raised and managed 
by beekeepers in order to make honey or to 
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pollinate crops like almonds. It's an agricultural animal, in the same way that sheep and cattle 
are. 
 
When flowers are abundant, there is plenty of pollen for both honeybees and their wild cousins. 
But in many landscapes, or when an orchard stops blooming, farmed honeybees can compete 
with wild bees for food, making it harder for wild species to survive. 
 
Basically, a healthy environment needs bees — but not honeybees, Geldmann says. This week, 
he published a commentary in the journal Science trying to spread the word to a wider 
audience. "The way we're managing honeybees, in these hives, has nothing to do with nature 
conservation," he says. 
 
Scientists who study bees already understand this. But they struggle with how to talk to the 
public about it. "We're on a learning curve, all of us," says Marla Spivak, at the University of 
Minnesota, one of the country's most prominent bee researchers. "It's like honeybees were the 
portal — the door to much larger issues, conservation issues in general." 
 
Concern for honeybees helped more people understand why it's important to have more land 
covered with wildflowers and trees — and free from pesticides, Spivak says. Such a landscape 
is good for both honeybees and wild bees. 
 
"My preference is not to pit one bee against another," Spivak says. "I would prefer to live on a 
planet where there are bountiful flowers to support all of our bees."  But the bee that needs our 
help the most may be that tiny green bee in your garden and not the honeybee. 

 
Heritage Turkey Production Research Profitable But More 
Difficult 
Source: https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-01/ps-htp012918.php 
 
To meet increasing consumer demand for heritage-breed turkeys to be the centerpiece of 
holiday and other meals, researchers in Penn State's College of Agricultural Sciences are 
studying methods producers can use to raise the historical birds. 
 
Having more in common with wild turkeys that roam fields and forests than birds currently sold 
in grocery stores, heritage turkeys -- in the relatively few retail outlets where they can be found -
- sell for about four times the cost of the broad-breasted white turkeys commonly found in store 
freezers. The average store-bought turkey costs about $1 per pound, while heritage turkeys run 
between $4 and $6 per pound. 
 



 
Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
  Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 
 
 
 
 7

ARIANNA FERGUSON, A PENN STATE 
MILLENNIUM SCHOLAR MAJORING IN 
VETERINARY AND BIOMEDICAL 
SCIENCES, CONDUCTED RESEARCH 
TO DETERMINE WHETHER HERITAGE 
TURKEYS WOULD EAT NATURAL 
FOODSTUFFS AND THEIR IMPACT ON 
GROWTH PERFORMANCE.  

These birds proportionally have much smaller breasts, darker leg meat and are generally gamier 
in flavor than broad-breasted whites raised on large, modern poultry farms. Heritage birds are 
also typically older than faster-growing, broad-breasted 
birds at the age of processing -- 26 to 28 weeks compared 
to 14 to 18 weeks -- which can result in a more textured or 
flavorful meat. 
 
Heritage does not mean organic, all-natural or free-range, 
though a true heritage bird may be all of those things, noted 
Paul Patterson, professor of poultry science, whose 
research group is studying alternative production methods. 
"Heritage," he explained, refers to specific breeds of turkeys 
raised in the United States prior to the 1950s, when the 
poultry industry began the cross breeding that resulted in 
the broad-breasted white turkeys most people eat today. 
The heritage breeds include the Standard Bronze, Bourbon 
Red, Narragansett, Jersey Buff, Slate, Black Spanish, White 
Holland, Royal Palm, White Midget, and Beltsville Small 
White. 
 
Heritage birds differ from broad-breasted whites in a 
number of ways: They are lighter in weight, leaner, with less 
muscling, and dark or colored feathers. Broad-breasted 
turkeys have been bred to grow so big that they have 
trouble reproducing on their own and therefore, they must 
be artificially inseminated. "Heritage birds, which are more 
athletic, can perch, fly and reproduce naturally, but are 
more expensive to raise," Patterson said. "However, because the market for them is growing 
and consumers are willing to pay so much more for them, there is considerable interest in 
producing more. As we have looked into this market, I am shocked at the prices people are 
getting for these heritage birds." 
 
But the more naturally raised heritage turkeys desired by consumers are not produced the way 
broad-breasted whites are in commercial poultry operations, and Patterson's research group is 
experimenting with novel production methods to raise the birds. Findings from the first phase of 
the project, incorporating natural feedstuffs into heritage turkeys' diet, will be presented at the 
International Poultry Science Forum in Atlanta today (Jan. 29) by Arianna Ferguson, a 
sophomore majoring in Veterinary and Biomedical Sciences. 
 
Her research focused on the performance of the "Artisan Gold," a French bird with Black 
Spanish heritage in a trial with 12 pens of turkeys, each holding six birds. Six pens were given 
commercial feed. The other six pens were fed commercial feed plus 15 percent natural 
feedstuffs. The feed mix was designed to encourage the birds to consume the natural 
feedstuffs, such as insects, mushrooms, forages, berries and nuts. 
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To determine their feed conversion, the heirloom birds were weighed weekly and their feed 
intake measured. Early in the study the birds consuming natural foods seemed to be eating a 
little more than the control group and weighed slightly more. However, by the time the turkeys 
were processed at the Penn State Poultry Education and Research Center in December, the 
birds that consumed natural feedstuffs weighed essentially the same as turkeys in the control 
group that ate only commercial poultry feed. Hens weighed 11.84 pounds at 16 weeks and toms 
weighed 19.13 pounds at 18 weeks.  The research yielded some interesting information, said 
Ferguson, a Penn State Millennium Scholar who is required to conduct research as part of her 
undergraduate scholarship. 
 
"The birds really liked the fly larvae, blueberries, hickory nuts and Chinese chestnuts," said 
Ferguson. "It was obvious they preferred some of the natural foods we gave them and others 
not so much, to the point they barely ate some. Juneberries, for example, they didn't like -- the 
turkeys tended to play with the hazelnuts instead of eating them," she added. "Our data 
suggests that the growth of heritage turkeys can depend on the palatability of the natural 
feedstuffs." 
 
The trial evaluating natural feedstuffs for their impact on growth performance and carcass yield 
is just the first phase in evaluating production methods for heritage turkeys, according to 
Patterson, who pointed out that few studies evaluating the feed intake and performance of 
heritage-breed turkeys have been done.  The next phase of the Penn State research will involve 
raising heritage birds in a silvopasture system where they will be able to forage and eat natural 
feedstuffs as they find them outdoors, instead of predominantly commercial turkey feed in a pen 
trial. 
 
Perhaps the oldest agroforestry system used in the temperate regions of the world, silvopastoral 
systems are characterized by integrating trees with forage and livestock production. The 
approach might be ideal for raising heritage turkeys in Pennsylvania and the Northeast where 
smaller agricultural operations abound. Patterson will work with a cooperator who will provide 
the land to set up the next phase of the study, and they will plant forages, berry bushes and nut 
trees in the spring to prepare the site for future flocks of birds. 
 
"I think there are a lot of places this approach could work," Patterson said. "It's a system 
designed for a high-value market and could be scaled up or down to fit a farmer's preferences." 
But such a setting may prove to be daunting for the turkeys, Patterson said. 
"I think they will be challenged in a wild setting because the birds really preferred the 
commercial feed. They are going to have to be motivated to seek out and consume these other 
feedstuffs." 
 
Also involved in the Production of Heritage Turkeys With Native, Natural Feedstuffs research 
were Lisa Kitto and Erica Rogers, graduate students in Animal Science; Stephanie Bieber and 
Heather Sciubba, undergraduates in animal science; Christine Ruffin, an undergraduate in 
veterinary and biomedical sciences; and Tracey Coulter, with the Pennsylvania Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources.  The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and 
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Natural Resources and the American Chestnut Foundation, which provided the natural 
feedstuffs, supported this work. 
 

Five Pasture Improvements to Begin in January u 
By  Dean Kreager, OSU Extension AgNR Educator, Licking County  
Source: http://u.osu.edu/beef/2018/01/24/five-pasture-improvements-to-begin-in-january/ 
 
New Year’s Day has come and gone, as have some of our New Year’s resolutions: eat less junk 
food, go to the gym more often, lose weight, and the list goes on.  I hope our pasture 
management goals for the year last longer. As I contemplate the projects I have completed and 
those that are still on the list for another year, I think about how I can get more production from 
my pasture or how I can feed more animals on the same amount of land. 
 
Today, I will stick with the “5 Things” theme in this issue and will touch on five areas of pasture 
management you can work on in January to improve utilization of your pastures through 
the growing season. 
 
1) Weed control: Controlling woody invasive species such as multiflora rose, honey locust, and 
hawthorn trees can improve your pastures by reducing competition for nutrients as well as 
saving on flat tire repair, and reducing the number of lame animals from thorns. 
 
A 2005 report from Cornell estimated invasive weeds in pastures in the United States cost $1 
billion a year in losses and damages. It is a never-ending war, but even in January, you can win 
some battles. Many herbicides are labeled for use on woody invasives and each use has 
advantages and disadvantages. During the winter, a basal bark treatment can be effective in 
controlling these problem plants. 
 
Basal bark applications can be applied anytime during dormancy, which is typically mid-
December to early April, as long as the plants are dry and little or no snow covers the base of 
the plant. 
 
This time of year, with less vegetation, even small multiflora rose bushes or honey locust trees 
are easy to spot. Spraying can be limited to a small section of the plant reducing the amount of 
spray needed and the size of equipment used. A backpack sprayer is a good option. 
 
Winter basal bark treatments also reduce the chance of harm to other plants from drift or 
through uptake from actively growing plants.  The spray mixture for basal bark treatment will 
usually be an oil soluble herbicide mixed with a petroleum-based product such as diesel fuel or 
kerosene. 
 
A triclopyr product or one that has triclopyr and 2, 4-D can be very effective. The mixture is 
sprayed on the bottom 18 to 24 inches of the stem and crown of plants.  It will often work on 
plants with a diameter of up to 6 inches. A colorant can be added to assist with keeping track of 
where you have been. 
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Read the label to confirm the product is labeled for pasture use and then follow the instructions. 
Different herbicides will have different instructions and the label is the law for that product.  
 
2) Fences: A warm day in January or February is a great time to get out and work on your 
fences. Dead vegetation reveals problems that may stay hidden in green grass and tall weeds. 
 
Fixing fences now, especially on those sections that will have animals turned out on them in the 
spring, will save you from rushing around in the spring to make temporary fixes that will get you 
by until you have more time. Do not forget to look for broken and cracked electric insulators and 
shorts that reduce the effectiveness of electric fences. 
 
3) Water sources: One of the greatest limitations to efficient pasture utilization is the proximity to 
water. Look at your pasture layout and think about ways water sources could be added to 
reduce the distance to water or allow you to add additional sections within your pasture.  Can a 
spring be developed, a waterline added, or a stream or pond be adapted as a water source? 
 
4) Soil testing: Pastures are often overlooked when we do soil testing. Just like your other crops, 
nutrients are removed from the soil when plants grow and are eaten by animals.  Some, but not 
all, of these nutrients are returned to the soil in manure and urine. Often, the problem is 
nutrients are not evenly spread across the pasture. Pasture lots should be designed to help 
spread the manure evenly by reducing congregation areas and moving animals frequently. 
 
Do not forget to pay attention to pH, as this can be a limiting factor. Fescue may grow well at 5.5 
pH while clover and alfalfa will not. An application of lime may make a big difference in 
productivity. 
 
5) Frost seeding: Look into the benefits of frost seeding additional legumes into your pastures. 
Often pastures do not contain as much legume as you think. Legumes should be 30-40 percent 
of the dry matter weight in the pasture if you want to fully utilize the nitrogen fixing capacity and 
eliminate the need to add nitrogen fertilizer. 
 
Estimating the amount of clover in a pasture on a dry matter basis can be deceiving. The broad 
flat leaves that have a high moisture content can be misleading when looking at dry matter 
content.  The time to frost seed is approaching soon, so now is the time to order your seed. 
 
I hope that you can find an item or two in this “5 Things” list that will improve the utilization of 
your pastures in 2018. 
 

Growing Shiitake Mushroom Program 
The Ashtabula County Extension office will be hosting a shitake mushroom growing workshop 
on Thursday, March 15, 2018 from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.  During this workshop, participants will 
learn the basics of growing shiitake mushrooms at home- including the best species of trees to 
use, log preparation, types of spawn, and inoculation.  After a short classroom discussion, 
participants will drill and inoculate an oak log to take home.  Participants are encouraged to 
bring a cordless drill and a 5/16” diameter bit if they have it, though several will be available to 
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share.  The workshop is $25 and space is limited. To register, contact the Ashtabula County 
Extension office at: 440-576-9008.  A complete registration flyer can be obtained at: 
http://go.osu.edu/ne-events 
 

Hydrangea School to be Held on April 26, 2018  
The Ashtabula County Extension office is pleased to be offering a Hydrangea School on 
Thursday, April 26, 2018 at the Ashtabula County Extension Office located at 39 Wall Street in 
Jefferson, Ohio from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  Join OSU Extension Educator Eric Barrett to discover 
the world of hydrangeas. Learn about types, care, pruning and bloom times. You’ll receive a 
quick reference chart to take to the garden center and a hydrangea plant to take home.  The 
registration fee for this workshop is $30 per person.  Please make checks payable to OSU 
Extension. Registration includes handouts, light refreshments and a hydrangea plant to take 
home for your  landscape. Please mail completed registration form to OSU Extension, 39 Wall 
Street, Jefferson, Ohio 44047. Due to space limitations, this program will be limited to the first 
50 registrants.  First come, first served basis. For questions, please call 440-576-9008.  A 
registration flyer can also be obtained at: flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events. 
 

Fertilizer Re-Certification Options for NE Ohio 
2018 is the first year that Fertilizer Applicator Certificate holders are able to obtain recertification 
credits, and OSU Extension has multiple options for recertification this year to keep you current. 
We are offering 4 traditional sessions in Ashtabula (Jan. 12), Geauga (Feb. 2), Portage (Feb. 9), 
and Trumbull (Mar. 9) counties. These sessions are one-hour long and cost $10/person.  
 
Trumbull County is also offering individualized recertification sessions that will help you develop 
interpret soil test reports and help you customize your fertilizer rates based on the Tri-State 
Fertility recommendations. The cost for the individualized session is $20/person. This session 
would work well if you are not able to attend a traditional session, or if you would like assistance 
developing a fertilizer plan for your farm. For more information about this recertification option, 
call Lee Beers at 330-638-6783.  
 

David’s Weekly News Column  
For Publication in the Jefferson Gazette on January 31 & Ashtabula County Star Beacon on 
February 4 
 
Hello Ashtabula County!  One of the coolest aspects of winter for me is that OSU Extension gets 
to offer a ton of educational programs for our farmers.  I like to refer to it as our planting season 
as we get to help farmers learn concepts which will help grow their businesses and increase 
profitability.  Speaking of planting, I would like to share details on one such program- the 
Northeast Ohio Winter Agronomy School. 
 
With profit margins decreasing it will be vital for crop producers to get the biggest bang from the 
dollars they invest in land rental, seed and fertilizer, technology, chemicals, and crop protection 
in 2018.   To help farmers, we are offering the “2018 Northeast Ohio Agronomy School” on 
Wednesday, February 21, 2018 from 9:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the Williamsfield Community Center 
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located at 5920 State Route 322 in Williamsfield, Ohio.  A full day of topics with six different 
speakers has been planned for producers to learn more about the major issues impacting corn 
and soybean production in northeast Ohio.    
 
To kick off the program, Jeff Stachler, OSU Extension Educator for Auglaize County will 
“ZOOM” in via the internet to help farmers learn how to control troublesome weeds.  Learn more 
about controlling marestail, lambsquarter, common ragweed, redroot pigweed, and grasses.  
Discussion will also be held on waterhemp, one of Ohio’s newest weeds, which is heading its 
way east across Ohio.   
 
Alan Sundermeier, OSU Extension Educator in Wood County will then help producers learn 
about Ohio’s Soil Health Initiative.  Learn what makes up a healthy soil and how can farmers 
can measure it.  This interactive session will demonstrate water holding capacity, compaction, 
and biological attributes of soil.  Techniques for improving soil productivity will also be 
discussed.   
 
To cap off the morning, yours truly will help provide tips for making higher profits from your crop 
enterprise.  Learn how to analyze your farm’s financial situation, how to create effective crop 
budgets and how to examine your cost of production.  This session will also examine the new 
tax legislation and how it will impact agriculture.  
 
As always, a hearty farmer lunch prepared by Lahti Catering means attendees will not go away 
hungry! This lunch is sponsored by W.I. Miller & Sons of Farmdale, Ohio and each of our 
program sponsors will provide a short industry update during lunch.  
 
To kick off the afternoon session, Dr. Scott Shearer, OSU Associate Professor in Food, 
Agricultural and Biological Engineering will help farmers examine the impacts of soil 
compaction.  Increasing production costs and tighter profit margins are causing many to 
question the value of new tire or track technologies.  This presentation will provide farmers with 
a foundation for considering the value of these technologies along with field data from studies 
including grain carts and planters.   
 
Dr. John Fulton, OSU Associate Professor in Food, Agricultural and Biological Engineering 
Technology will then help producers learn how to use precision ag on their small & medium crop 
farms without breaking the bank.  This presentation will cover the basic precision technologies 
available while discussing potential value.   
 
To close out the day, Lee Beers, OSU Extension Educator for Trumbull County will address 
some of the more volatile issues which producers are sure to face 2018. This presentation will 
include a discussion on Dicamba and much more. 
 
This workshop is sponsored by the OSU Extension offices in Ashtabula, Trumbull & Geauga 
Counties with support from W.I. Miller & Sons, Centerra Coop, Doebler’s Hybrids, Pioneer 
Seeds & the Ohio Soybean Council.  Certified Crop Advisor and Private & Commercial Pesticide 
Credits will be offered for those in attendance.   



 
Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
  Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 
 
 
 
 13

 
The registration fee for this workshop is $15 per person and includes refreshments, lunch, 
speaker travel expenses, and program handouts.  2018 Weed Control Guides will be on sale for 
$16 at the workshop as well as the Ohio Agronomy Guide for $17. Pre-registration is required by 
February 13, 2018.  Make checks payable to OSU Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County 
Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. A registration flyer can be found at: 
http://go.osu.edu/ne-events   More information can be received by calling the Ashtabula County 
Extension office at 440-576-9008. 
 
To close, I would like to share a quote from Steve Jobs who stated, “Your work is going to fill a 
large part of your life, and the only way to be truly satisfied is to do what you believe is great 
work. And the only way to do great work is to love what you do. If you haven't found it yet, keep 
looking. Don't settle. As with all matters of the heart, you'll know when you find it.” Have a good 
and safe day. 

 

Upcoming Extension Program Dates 
 
The following programs have been scheduled for Northeast Ohio farmers.  Complete 
registration flyers can be found at: http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-areas/agriculture-and-
natural-resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines 
 
Women in Agriculture Programs 
February 17, 2018 
March 17, 2018 
 
Private Pesticide Applicator & Fertilizer Re-certification Sessions 
February 2, 2018 from 8:00 to 12:00 noon in Geauga County 
February 9, 2018 from 10:00 to 3:00 p.m. in Portage County 
March 9, 2018 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. in Trumbull County 
 
2018 Northeast Ohio Winter Agronomy School 
Wednesday February 21, 2018 
 
2018 Winter Beef School (Calving School) 
Thursday, February 22, 2018 
 
Winter Grape School 
March 1, 2018 
 
Backyard Chickens 
Trumbull County Extension Office 5-7pm 
Wednesday, March 14, 2018 
 
2018 Ashtabula County Dairy Banquet 
Saturday, March 24, 2018 
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21st Annual Joe Bodnar Memorial Northern Classic Steer & Heifer Show 
Saturday, April 21, 2018 
 
Hydrangea Workshop  
Thursday, April 26, 2018 

 
 
David Marrison      Lee Beers 

Ashtabula County Extension Office   Trumbull County Extension Office 

39 Wall Street      520 West Main Street 

Jefferson, OH 44047     Cortland, OH 44410 

440-576-9008      330-638-6783 

marrison.2@osu.edu     beers.66@osu.edu 

ashtabula.osu.edu      trumbull.osu.edu 

 



 

 



	2018 Northeast Ohio Winter Agronomy School  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Join OSU Extension as we host our annual Agronomy School for crop farmers in Northeast Ohio. This 
workshop is sponsored by the OSU Extension offices in Ashtabula, Trumbull & Geauga Counties with support 

from W.I. Miller & Sons & the Ohio Soybean Council.  The featured presentations will include: 
	
Controlling the Most Troublesome Weeds in Northeast Ohio Crop Fields 
Jeff Stachler, Agricultural & Natural Resources Educator - Auglaize County 
 
Soil Health Initiative 
Alan Sundermeier, Agricultural & Natural Resources Educator - Wood County 
 
Where’s the Money? 
David Marrison, Agricultural & Natural Resources Extension Educator- Ashtabula County 
 
Lunch & Industry Trade Talks 
Sponsored by W.I. Miller & Sons of Farmdale, Ohio 
 
Soil Compaction 
Dr. Scott Shearer, OSU Associate Professor in Food, Agricultural and Biological Engineering 
 
Using Precision Ag on Small & Medium Crop Farms without Breaking the Bank 
Dr. John Fulton, OSU Associate Professor in Food, Agricultural and Biological Engineering 
 
Dicamba is Not the Only Volatile Issue for 2018 
Lee Beers – Extension Educator in Trumbull County 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Pre-registration is required by February 13, 2018. Registration fee is $15.00/per person.  Registration 
includes refreshments, lunch, speaker travel expenses, and program handouts.  Make checks payable to OSU 
Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you have 
any questions please call 440-576-9008. 2018 Weed Control Guides ($16 each) and the Ohio Agronomy 
Guide ($17 each) will be on sale at the workshop. 
Name____________________________________  Phone_____________________ 
Address__________________________________  City__________________ Zipcode________ 
Email____________________________________    
# of Reservations_______________$15 per RSVP   
_____Yes, pre-order a Weed Control Guide for me 
_____Yes, pre-order a Ohio Agronomy Guide 

        

Wednesday, February 21, 2018 
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

  Williamsfield Community Center
5920 State Route 322 

Williamsfield, Ohio 44093 
Registration begins at 9:00 a.m. 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018 Northeast Ohio Winter Agronomy School  
Detailed Agenda 

 
Controlling Troublesome Weeds in Northeast Ohio Crop Fields 
Jeff Stachler, OSU Extension Educator – Auglaize County 
Learn strategies for controlling the most troublesome weeds in soybean fields in Northeast, Ohio.  Learn more 
about controlling marestail, lambsquarter, common ragweed, redroot pigweed, and grasses.  Discussion will 
also be held on Waterhemp, one of Ohio’s newest weeds which is heading its way east across Ohio. 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. 
 
Soil Health Initiative 
Alan Sundermeier, OSU Extension Educator – Wood County 
What is a healthy soil and how can we measure it?  This interactive session will demonstrate water holding 
capacity, compaction, and biological attributes of soil.  Techniques for improving soil productivity will also be 
discussed.  10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
 
Where’s the Money? 
David Marrison, OSU Extension Educator 
Low margins are predicted again for 2018.  Tips on analyzing your financial situation, crop budgets and cost of 
production will be shared.  This session will examine the new tax legislation and how it will impact agriculture.  
11:30 to 12:00 noon 
 
Lunch & Industry Trade Talks - As always, a hearty farmer lunch prepared by Lahti Catering means you 
will not go away hungry! This lunch is sponsored by W.I. Miller & Sons of Farmdale, Ohio. Each of our 
program sponsors will provide a short industry update during lunch.  Lunch & trade talks will be held from 
12:00 to 12:45 p.m. 
 
Soil Compaction 
Dr. Scott Shearer, OSU Associate Professor in Food, Agricultural and Biological Engineering  
Farmers are presented with a number of options for managing soil compaction.  Increasing production costs 
and tighter profit margins are causing many to question the value new tire or track technologies.  This 
presentation will provide farmers with a foundation for considering the value of these technologies along with 
field data from studies including grain carts and planters.  12:45 to 1:45  
 
Using Precision Ag on Small & Medium Crop Farms without Breaking the Bank 
Dr. John Fulton, OSU Associate Professor in Food, Agricultural and Biological Engineering 
Technology has become more readily available plus economical in recent years providing small to medium 
farms to adopt and provide value.  This presentation will cover the basic precision technologies available while 
discussing potential value.  1:45 to 2:45 p.m. 
 
Dicamba is Not the Only Volatile Issue for 2018 
Lee Beers, OSU Extension Educator –Trumbull County 
This session will address some of the more volatile issues which producers are sure to face 2018.  2:45 to 
3:30 p.m. 
 

Williamsfield Community Center 
5920 State Route 322, 

Williamsfield, Ohio 44093 

 
CCA and Pesticide Credits will be 

offered for producers in attendance.

 
 

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele ona nondiscriminatory basis. For 

more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 



Uterus/Calf Simulator 

Photo by Dr. Schuenemann

Calving Simulator 

NORTHEAST OHIO          
CALVING WORKSHOP 

 
 
 

Calving issues cause stress and economic loss for many northeast Ohio dairy and beef 
operations each year.  To help producers increase their calving management skills, we 
have invited Dr. Gustavo Schuenemann (OSU Extension Dairy 
Veterinarian) to share his calving expertise.  This intensive 
clinic will offer dairy and beef producers calving management 
knowledge in a face-to-face and hands-on environment.  Topics 
will include: what is normal and what is abnormal in calving, 
techniques for assisting delivery, trouble shooting delivery 
problems, factors causing calving difficulties, post-delivery 
problems, when to call for professional help, and the post-calving management & 
health.	 

 
		The clinic includes about 1 hour of classroom 
instruction followed by 1 hour of hands-on 
demonstration.  Participants will practice delivery 
techniques and newborn care management 
practices using a calving simulator developed by Dr. 
Schuenemann. This hands-on course is free and 
open to all dairy and beef producers in Northeast 
Ohio.  4-H and FFA youth will also gain valuable experience from 
this workshop.   

 
No registration is required.  More information about this program can be obtained by 
calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008. Do not miss this 
chance to increase your ability to handle the problem calving situations which 
challenge us during calving season.                                                                                           

 

Thursday, February 22, 2018 
6:30 to 8:30 P.M. 

Ashtabula County Fair Expo Center 
127 Elm Street 

Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

CFAES provides research and related educational programs 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 

information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity 

Photo: beefmazagine.com 



 
 

  

GROWING SHIITAKE MUSHROOMS 

  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ever thought about growing shiitake mushrooms? Native to Japan, shiitake mushrooms 
(Letinula edodes) are becoming increasingly popular for their distinctive nutty flavor and high 
nutritional content.  During this workshop, participants will learn the basics of growing shiitake 
mushrooms at home- including the best species of trees to use, log preparation, types of 
spawn, and inoculation.  After a short classroom discussion, participants will drill and 
inoculate an oak log to take home.  Participants are encouraged to bring a cordless drill and 
a 5/16” diameter bit if they have it, though several will be available to share. 
 
Space for this workshop is limited and will fill up fast so register today! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Pre-registration is required by March 8, 2018. Registration fee is $25/per person.  Make checks 
payable to OSU Extension, and mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, 
OH 44047. If you have any questions, please call 440-576-9008.   

 
Name____________________________________ Phone_____________________  
Address__________________________________ City__________________  Zip code________ 
Email____________________________________  
# of Reservations_______________$25 per RSVP 
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Thursday, March 15, 2018 
6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Ashtabula County 
Extension Office  

39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047 

 
Registration begins at 5:30 p.m. 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to 
clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
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