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Hello, Northeast Ohio Counties!

The 6th annual Ashtabula County Ag Day was a huge 
success! Thank you to all our sponsors, teachers, 
volunteers, and everyone that came together to make this 
event a success. About 1100 first graders from Ashtabula 
County had an opportunity to learn about agriculture from 
Christmas trees to goats. 

Be sure to check out the forecast from Jim Noel in our 
newsletter as the outlook calls for hot and dry weather this 
summer. The good news is that we should have good 
planting weather for the rest of May, and good hay making 
weather going into June. 

Have a good and safe week!

David Marrison 
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Ashtabula County

Lee Beers
Extension Educator 

Ag & Natural Resources
Trumbull County
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Above Normal Temps Will Be The Trend 
By Jim Noel, NOAA  
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2017-13/above-normal-temps-will-
be-trend 
 
The wetter than normal pattern has lasted longer than expected this spring. Temperatures have 
behaved as expected though. 
The outlook for the remainder of May calls for above normal temperatures and near normal to 
above normal rainfall. 
 
The week of May 16 will be much warmer than normal with highs reaching into the 80s in many 
areas with rainfall more limited this week but by late week into this weekend rainfall be 
increasing again so the big window for planting this week will be through Thursday. 
 
The week of May 22 will be cooler 
with temperatures normal to slightly 
below normal and rainfall close to 
normal though the rains will be 
lighter events. 
 
The outlook for June calls for slightly 
warmer than normal with rainfall 
starting the month wet then turning 
drier. 
 
The outlook for July and August still 
calls for the turn to warmer and drier 
than normal conditions. 
 
Here is the link to the monthly model 
forecasts: http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/CFSv2/htmls/usPrece3Mon.html 
 
In summary, warmer than normal will be the rule this growing season with a turn from wet to dry 
over time. 
 
You will note a shift of the wetness this spring in the eastern corn and soybean belt to the 
western half. The outlook for the rest of May in the attached image from the NOAA/NWS/Ohio 
River Forecast Center shows the real wet areas western half while the eastern half sees 
wetness not as far from normal. 
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Triandria Lodge #780 of Rock Creek to Hold Grand Re-Opening of Aluminum 
Can Recycling Center 
 
The Triandria Lodge #780 of Rock Creek will be hosting a grand re-opening of Aluminum Can 
Recycling Center on Saturday  May 20, 2017, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The Orwell / Rock 
Creek Rotary started the Harvey Johns Aluminum Can Recycling Center at the Morgan 
township garage many years ago. As of July 1, 2016, the Rock Creek Triandria Lodge of 
Freemasons has assumed complete ownership of the recycling center.  On May 20, each pound 
of donated cans earns a chance at great prizes from local businesses. Free hot dogs, donuts, 
pop and water will also be available while 
supplies last!  
 
In addition to the grand re-opening event on 
May 20, the Brothers of the Lodge will make 
themselves available at the recycling center 
every 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month to 
accept donations of cans (preferred) or pay a 
nominal price for cans. Proceeds from the 
cans support three scholarships Triandria has 
annually distributed to worthy Grand Valley, 
Jefferson and Pymatuning Valley seniors.  
The winners this year are Leah Lynch from 
Grand Valley, Josey Snyder from Jefferson 
and Olivia Holden from Pymatuning Valley. 
 
Please come support a can drive at the Grand Re-opening of the Triandria Lodge Aluminum 
Can Recycling Center May 20, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The recycling center is just north of 
Rock Creek, Ohio on State Route 45. 
 
 
Allison Crouch to Serve as Ashtabula County 4-H Intern 
 
The Ashtabula County Extension Office would like to welcome the 4-
H Summer Assistant, Allison Crouch. Allison just completed her 
sophomore year at Wilmington College where she is majoring in 
Agriculture Education with a concentration in Agronomy. She grew up 
in 4-H here in Ashtabula County, competing for eleven years in 
numerous sewing projects. She represented Ashtabula County eight 
times at The Ohio State Fair, where she won the clock trophy just last 
year.   
 
Not only did she grow up with 4-H, but she was also heavily involved 
in FFA at Pymatuning Valley High School; in 2016 she was awarded 
the American FFA degree at the National FFA convention. This 
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degree is given to less than one percent of all FFA members across the united Sates. 
 
Allison is excited to be working at the Ashtabula County Extension Office to help her gain more 
knowledge in the agriculture filed. She will also be assisting in many programs through the 4-H 
program in Ashtabula County, including the camping program and assisting with the2017 
County Fair.  She hopes that this experience will give her a broader experience in working in the 
agriculture filed to help her in her future as she works towards becoming a FFA advisor and 
teacher.    
 
 
Ashtabula County Scholarship Winners Announced 
The Ashtabula County Agricultural Scholarship Fund was founded on April 29, 1952 by a group 
of local leaders to help promote interest in the study of agriculture, home economics, 
environmental sciences, and natural resources.  Since then, the committee has grown to also 
additional community scholarships which are open to any student regardless of the college 
major. This scholarship program is driven by a super group of Ashtabula County volunteers and 
supported by countless families, agribusiness firms and prior recipients.   
 
This year, the committee is pleased to announce a total of $21,000 in scholarship money will be 
awarded to sixteen outstanding young people for the 2017-2018 school year. This is the most 
money ever given in the history of the scholarship fund!  It was a tough selection process for our 
committee as we were impressed with all the applications submitted for consideration.  The 
scholarship recipients chosen were:  
 
Katie Stokes, daughter of Kenny & Tammy Stokes of New Lyme, is the recipient of 
the $1,000 Alan C. Jerome Memorial Scholarshi and a $500 Lester C. Marrison 
Memorial Scholarship. Katie will graduate from Pymatuning Valley High School this 
spring and will attend The Ohio State University next fall majoring in Biology. 

 
Calla Mazzaro, daughter of Tom and Charity Mazzaro of Williamsfield, is the recipient of 
a $1,500 Service-Jerome Scholarship.  Calla is a 2016 graduate of Pymatuning Valley 
High School this spring and is currently attending The Ohio State University majoring in 
Animal Science with a BioScience Specialization. 

 
Tyler Dunbar, son of Diana Dunbar and Eric Dunbar of Williamsfield, is the recipient 
of a $1,000 Service-Jerome Scholarship and a $500 Ashtabula County Ag 
Scholarship.  Tyler will graduate from Pymatuning Valley High School this spring and 
will attend The Ohio State University next fall majoring in AgriScience Education. 
 
Andrew Holden, son of Glen and Robin Holden of Pierpont, is the recipient of a $1,000 Service-

Jerome Scholarship and a $500 Ashtabula County Ag Scholarship.  Andrew is 2015 
graduate of Pymatuning Valley High School this spring and is attending The Ohio 
State University majoring in Agribusiness and Applied Economics with a minor in 
Agronomy. 
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Bailee Mazzaro, daughter of Tom and Charity Mazzaro of Williamsfield, is the 
recipient of a $1,000 Service-Jerome Scholarship and a $500 Ashtabula County Ag 
Scholarship.  Bailee is 2014 graduate of Pymatuning Valley High School this spring 
and is attending The Ohio State University majoring in Agricultural 
Communications. 
 

Sydney Millard, daughter of Lynne and Scott Millard of Pierpont, is the recipient of the 
$1,000 Lester C. Marrison Memorial Scholarship and a $500 Ashtabula County Ag 
cholarship.  Sydney will graduate from Pymatuning Valley High School this spring 
and will be attending the Ohio State University next fall majoring in Actuarial Science. 

 
Raeann Eldred, daughter of Myron and Rosmarie Eldred of Kingsville, is the recipient 
of a $1,500 Ashtabula County Holstein Club Scholarship.  Raeann is a 2016 graduate 
of Edgewood High School and is currently attending The Ohio State University 
majoring in Early Childhood Education. 
 

Lisa Kalas, daughter of Janet and George Kalas of Jefferson, is the recipient of the 
$1,000 Kellogg Memorial Scholarship and a $500 Ashtabula County Holstein Club 
Scholarship. Lisa is a 2014 graduate of Jefferson High School and is currently 
attending Lake Erie College majoring in Business Administration with a minor in 

accounting. 
 
Allison Crouch, daughter of Beth and Ken Crouch of Cherry Valley, is the recipient 
of $1,000 Harold & Dick Springer Memorial Scholarship and a $500 Ashtabula 
County Ag Scholarship.  Allison is a 2015 graduate of Pymatuning Valley High 
School and is currently attending Wilmington College majoring in Agricultural 
Education and Agronomy. 
 

Deanna Comp, daughter of Jerry and Linda Comp of Jefferson, is the recipient of the 
$1,000 Christopher L. Zaebst Memorial Scholarship. Deanna is 2015 graduate of 
Jefferson High School and is currently attending Kent State University majoring in 
nursing. 

 
Hollie Dalton, daughter of Bobbi and Mark Dalton of Ashtabula, is the recipient of 
the $1,000 Prochko Memorial Scholarship.  Hollie will graduate from Jefferson High 
School this spring and will be attending Youngstown State University next fall 
majoring in Pre-Veterinary Biology. 
 

Jackson Bogardus, son of David and Sarah Bogardus of Andover, is a recipient of a 
$1,500 Ashtabula County Ag Scholarship.  Jackson is a 2015 graduate of Pymatuning 
Valley High School and is currently attending Hocking College majoring in Wildlife 
Resource Management. 

 
Sarah Hermann, daughter of Mary Anne and Ray Hermann of Conneaut, is a 
recipient of a $1,000 Ashtabula County Ag Scholarship.  Sarah is a 2012 graduate of 
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Conneaut High School and will be attending Kent State University-Trumbull next fall to major in 
Veterinary Technology. 

 
Rachel Yilit, daughter of Jan and Mike Yilit of Kingsville, is recipient of a $1,250 
Centerra Co-op Scholarship.  Rachel is a graduate of 2013 graduate of Charleroi 
School District and is currently attending Kent State University-Ashtabula majoring in 
nursuring. 

 
Jessica Krulic, daughter of Karla and Tony Krulic of Cherry Valley, is a recipient of a 
$1,250 Centerra Co-op Scholarship.  Jessica is a graduate of 2013 graduate of 
Pymatuning High School and a 2017 graduate of Hiram College where she majored 
in accounting.  She will be attending Ohio Northern University for her Master’s 
Degree next fall. 
 

Christiana Crites, daughter of Donald and Tracy Crites of Geneva, is the recipient 
of the $500 Lautanen Family 4-H Scholarship.  Christiana will graduate from 
Geneva High School this spring and will be attending Lakeland Community College 
next fall majoring in Radiology Technology. 

 
 
USDA Announces Restructure 
Source: http://www.farmanddairy.com/news/usda-announces-restructure/ 

SALEM, Ohio — U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced May 11 three major 
changes to the structure of the USDA. 

First, the creation of an undersecretary for trade and foreign agricultural affairs in the USDA, a 
recognition of the ever-increasing importance of international trade to American agriculture. 
The new undersecretary position is a sign of Perdue’s efforts to promote the U.S. agricultural 
industry, even as President Donald Trump has sought to undo trade pacts that benefit it. 
 
On his second day in office last month, Perdue helped persuade Trump not to withdraw from the 
North American Free Trade Agreement with Mexico and Canada, arguing that doing so would 
hurt U.S. farmers. Trump has said he will work to renegotiate the pact instead. 
 
As part of the USDA reorganization, Perdue also announced the creation of a newly named 
Farm Production and Conservation mission area to have a customer focus and meet USDA 
constituents in the field. 
 
Finally, Perdue announced that the department’s Rural Development agencies would be 
elevated to report directly to the secretary of agriculture, in recognition of the need to help 
promote rural prosperity. But, this change will eliminate the Rural Development’s Senate-
confirmed undersecretary. 
 
Farm Bill 
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Perdue issued a report to announce the changes, which address Congressional direction in the 
2014 farm bill to create the new undersecretary for trade. The changes are also a down 
payment on President Trump’s request of his cabinet to deliver plans to improve the 
accountability and customer service provided by departments. 
 
“Food is a noble thing to trade. This nation has a great story to tell and we’ve got producers here 
that produce more than we can consume,” said Perdue. “Our people in American agriculture 
have shown they can grow it, and we’re here to sell it in markets all around the world.” 
A reduction in USDA workforce is not part of the reorganization plan, the first of its kind since 
1994. 
 
Hesitation 
U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio, raised concerns after hearing the plans. He supports the new 
trade position, he said, but it should not come at the expense of the Rural Development 
Program.  The program has awarded Ohio nearly $6 billion in loans and grants between 2009 
and 2016, he said. “I welcome the extra emphasis on trade and look forward to working with 
USDA to sell Ohio ag products around the world,” Brown said.  “But I do not support eliminating 
the Undersecretary for Rural Development. Ohio counts on USDA Rural Development for 
support for everything from combating opioids, to building hospitals, to securing loans for local 
businesses to grow and create jobs.”  The Center for Rural Affairs Policy Associate Anna 
Johnson also disagrees with the change in Rural Development.  If he makes this change, 
Perdue will be removing the position of the most significant rural advocate within USDA. Rural 
America stands to suffer as a result, she said. 
 
Exports 
The emphasis on trade comes at a time when U.S. agricultural and food exports account for 20 
percent of the value of production, and every dollar of these exports creates another $1.27 in 
business activity. Additionally, every $1 billion in U.S. agricultural exports supports 
approximately 8,000 American jobs across the U.S. economy. As the global marketplace 
becomes even more competitive, the United States must position itself to retain its standing as a 
world leader, Perdue said. 
 
“Our plan to establish an undersecretary for trade fits right in line with my goal to be American 
agriculture’s unapologetic advocate and chief salesman around the world. By working side by 
side with our U.S. Trade Representative and Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross, the USDA 
undersecretary for trade will ensure that American producers are well equipped to sell their 
products and feed the world,” Perdue said. 
 
Logical Order 
The second factor in the reorganization seeks to place agencies in more logical order. Under the 
existing structure, the Foreign Agricultural Service, which deals with overseas markets, and the 
Farm Service Agency, which handles domestic issues, were housed under one mission area, 
along with the Risk Management Agency.  The shuffle moves FAS under the new 
undersecretary for trade. 
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Additionally, a new undersecretary will be selected for a newly named Farm Production and 
Conservation mission area, which is to focus on domestic agricultural issues, and will provide 
oversight for FSA, RMA, and the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Under the 
reorganization plan, the undersecretary for natural resources and environment will retain 
supervision of the U.S. Forest Service. 
Rural Development 
Having the Rural Development agencies report directly to the secretary of agriculture will ensure 
that rural America always has a seat at the table, Perdue said.  USDA employees and members 
of the public may comment on the reorganization plan by visiting this page hosted by the White 
House at https://www.whitehouse.gov/reorganizing-the-executive-branch 
 (2010-65115-20382). 
 
Armyworm in Corn and Small Grains 
By Kelley Tilmon and Andy Michel, OSU Extension Entomologists 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2017-13/armyworm-corn-and-small-
grains 
 
In April we reported that University of Kentucky true armyworm moth counts were higher than 
average.  These moths migrate northward, so if our southern neighbor reported high catches, 
many moths also likely made it into Ohio. After migrating and establishing, armyworms begin to 
lay eggs in grasses, including wheat fields and cover crop fields (that may have corn planted 
soon). Larvae feed for about 3 weeks before pupating. This article discusses armyworm 
management in corn and small grains. 

Corn.  Field corn planted no-till into 
grassy habitats should be monitored 
closely at this point in time for 
armyworm activity. Fields that may be 
at risk for significant armyworm 
infestations include corn planted no-till 
in rye cover crops and corn planted 
no-till into old hay fields. A severe 
infestation of armyworm can reduce 
stand when an infestation occurs in 
the pre-whorl stage and cause 
significant defoliation when corn is hit 
in the whorl stage. Total destruction of 
a field of no-till corn can occur if a 
severe infestation is allowed to 
develop without application of a 
rescue treatment. 
 
When armyworm feeding damage is 
found on 15 to 20% of a stand this is 

an indicator of a potential problem, and the field should be rechecked within a few days to 

Photo credit: James Kalisch, University of Nebraska, 
Bugwood.org 
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determine if defoliation is increasing and if a rescue treatment is warranted. In general, a severe 
infestation will impact almost 100% of a stand and defoliation of the plants will exceed 50%.  If 
defoliation remains less than 50% and the new growth exhibits minimal feeding injury, the stand 
will likely recover with minimal impact on yield. Rescue treatment in corn may be needed if 
stand infestation is greater than 50% and larvae are not mature. 
 
Since armyworms are foliar feeders, they are relatively easy to control with most foliar 
treatments. During the day, armyworm larvae will most likely be found seeking shelter in the 
whorl or possibly in the ground cover. It may be easier to scout at dawn or dusk, or on cloudy 
days when larvae are more visible. In general, armyworm larvae will feed first on the lower 
leaves and then progress to the new growth - especially when corn approaches the early whorl 
stage. 
 
Small Grains.  Wheat fields and other small grains should also be checked at this time for 
armyworm. Carefully examine a 4 square foot area in five locations spread around the 
field.  Count the number of caterpillars that are between ½ and 1 inches long.  If the average 
number of these caterpillars is 16 or more per 4-foot area, or if head-cutting is occurring, a 
rescue treatment is recommended.   Other thresholds based on caterpillars per row foot range 
from 3 to 5 per foot, with lower numbers being used when wheat is selling at higher prices. 
Treatment of armyworm larvae reaching maturity (1¼ inch or more) is not judged economical 
because most of their feeding is already done and they will soon pupate.  More information on 
armyworm management in wheat can be found at http://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/ENT-36 
 
 
Children in the Garden - “I Can Grow That!” Workshop on May 20  
The Ashtabula County Master Gardener Volunteers invite you to bring your child or children 
(ages 6 and up) to participate in a hands-on workshop design to get them excited about growing 
plants and gardening.  The “I Can Grow That” workshop will be held on Saturday, May 20 from 
9:30 to 11:00 a.m. at the Ashtabula County Extension office located at 39 Wall Street in 
Jefferson, Ohio. 
 
During this workshop, kids will get down and dirty as they 
plant seeds and plants to take home to start their own 
garden.  Each child will take home a tomato plant and a 
choice of flowers, lettuce or green beans.  They will learn how 
to care for their plants and how they can be grown in 
containers or a traditional garden. 
 
Pre-registration is required by Wednesday, May 17, 2017.  Registration fee is $5.00/per child.  
Milk and cookies will be served and all children need to be accompanied by an adult There is no 
charge for adults attending with children.  Make checks payable to OSU Extension, and mail to 
Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you have any 
questions please call 440-576-9008. Space is limited so make sure to register today! 
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Optimum Hay Yields Require Optimum Fertility! 
By Stan Smith, OSU Extension PA, Fairfield County  
Source: http://u.osu.edu/beef/2017/05/15/optimum-hay-yields-require-optimum-fertility/ 
 
With the weather finally allowing hay harvest to get underway across Ohio, it’s also a good time 
to consider strategies for replacing the soil nutrients that are removed during harvest. Since hay 
is the basis for most Ohio winter beef cow rations, it’s common for cattlemen to occasionally pull 
soil samples from hay fields that don’t seem to be as productive as they once were. Often times 
they’re surprised to discover the fertility is low, especially in fields that have been in hay for 
some time. 

It’s not uncommon to hear a farmer suggest they didn’t realize the mechanical harvest and 
removal of forages took with it a significant amount of soil nutrients. From there conversations 
sometime evolve into comments like, “But I always thought forages were good for the soil. Don’t 
we constantly hear that cover crops are good for soil health?” The response is simple . . . the 
plant material generated from a ‘cover crop’ is seldom removed from the field, thus does not 
take with it the soil nutrients it utilized while growing. 
Fact is, similar to each bushel of corn that we know removes 0.37 pounds of phosphorus 
(P2O5) and 0.27 pounds of potash (K2O) when harvested, a mechanically harvested ton of 
forage takes with it 13 pounds of P2O5 and 50 pounds of K2O. To put that into perspective, 
consider that the total average annual hay yield in Ohio is, and has been for decades, a little 
less than 3 tons per acre. At the fertilizer crop removal rates mentioned above, that amounts to 
an annual removal of 39 pounds of P2O5 and 150 pounds of K2O per acre. Go one step further 
. . . since corn grain only removes about 0.27 pounds of K2O per bushel, it would take a yield of 
over 555 bushels of corn to remove the same amount of potash that an average Ohio hay yield 
removes annually from a field! This is regardless the quality of the forage that’s harvested. 

Recognizing that phosphorus and especially potash make up a significant portion of the dry 
matter in a forage plant, it should be apparent that we can’t sustain production in the absence of 
either. It’s certainly possible to delay fertilizer application on a hay field but those savings are 
short term. Never replacing the nutrients removed through harvest results in “mining” of the soil 
and if the practice continues over a period of years, yields and stand quality decline. 

Since nearly all the phosphorus sources we presently have available include some nitrogen, 
when replacing fertility immediately after the first cutting we also enjoy benefit for grass based 
hay fields to utilize the nitrogen that comes along with the phosphorus for additional forage 
growth. 

The basics of fertilizing hay fields are simple: 

1. Soil Test, always soil test! In cases where manure nutrients have been utilized or fertilizer 
applied infrequently over the years, it’s the only way to know if fertility is a yield limiting 
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factor. If we don’t know what we presently have, we can’t possibly know what we might 
need! Contact your local OSU Extension office for help finding a soil testing lab. 

2. Read the soil test carefully or get help reading it. I’d discourage anyone from blindly 
accepting the fertilizer recommendations that sometimes come back with a soil test. In 
some cases I’m not even certain I believe the little graphs that are sometimes found on 
the soil test results that indicate a sample might be high, medium or low in a nutrient. 
What I’ve been told by more than one Ohio testing lab when I asked how their 
recommendations are generated, is after they establish the nutrient levels in the soil 
through their laboratory procedures, the recommendations are typically generated based 
on the opinions of the company who might have submitted the sample for the land owner. 
That said, unless you send in the sample yourself, you may get back a recommendation 
based on data other than what Ohio State or other Midwest university research might 
suggest is appropriate as published in OSU Extension Bulletin E-2567, Tri-State Fertilizer 
Recommendations. Ask your local Extension Ag Educator for help in developing a 
recommendation if you have questions. 

3. If one insists on fertilizing without the benefit of knowing the present fertility levels of the 
hay field, or if you know your present fertility levels meet or slightly exceed critical 
minimum levels, then it’s prudent to base fertilizer application rates on actual or expected 
crop removal. As mentioned previously, we know every ton of hay removed (regardless 
of quality!) takes with it 13 pounds of P2O5 and 50 pounds of K2O. No matter how you 
slice it, that’s a ratio of roughly 1 to 4, phosphorus to potash. Without benefit of a soil test 
to tell us otherwise, fertility needs to be replaced in that ratio based on how much hay is 
harvested. 

To recap . . . hay harvested means soil nutrients are removed, immediately after the first cutting 
harvest is an excellent time to apply fertilizer to a hay field, and one ton of hay removes P and K 
in a ratio of roughly 1 to 4, or 13 pounds P2O5 and 50 pounds of K2O per ton of hay. To 
maintain current fertility levels and productivity in your soils, it must be replaced in a ratio of 1 to 
4 or 13 to 50, per ton of hay removed annually! 

 
David’s Weekly News Column 

 
Hello, Ashtabula County!  Last Friday, May 12 nearly 1,100 
members of the class of 2028 descended on the Ashtabula 
County Fairgrounds to participate in Ashtabula County’s “Ag 
Day.” This program was sponsored by OSU Extension and 
the Ashtabula County Farm Bureau with the goal of educating 
first graders on where their food comes from and to showcase 
all the different types of agricultural commodities which are 
being grown in Ashtabula County.   
 
This is the sixth year for this program and I think it gets better every year! During this interactive 
day, students were able to get up close and personal with farm animals, crops, fruits, and 
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vegetables at interactive stations relating to our county’s agriculture.  
 
We were delighted with perfect weather for this event.  This made for a beautiful day for the kids 
to visit the stations scattered across the fairgrounds.  
During the day, the 1st graders learned about all the 
different types of farm animals in our county.  During their 
day, they got to learn more about dairy cows, sheep, 
horses, beef cows, fish, goats, pigs, alpacas, chickens, 
ducks, and turkeys.  Each student was able to make their 
own home-made butter with the PV FFA Chapter and try 
their hand at milking a cow.   They got to try a sausage 
slider sandwich prepared for them by the Grand Valley 
FFA Chapter and tasted a morsel of maple candy from 
Bissell Maple Farm.  Best of all, every student received a great chocolate milkshake from the 
Ashtabula County Holstein Club. I saw a lot of milkshake mustaches! 
 
The youth also learned how seeds are planted to give us an array of tasty fruit and vegetables.  
They also learned how these fruits and vegetables are processed into foods that we enjoy.  For 
instance, they learned how cucumbers are transformed into pickles and how tomatoes are 
turned into ketchup, salsa and spaghetti sauce.  They also learned about root crops like carrots 
and potatoes and how grains are made into bread. 
 
They also learned how honeybees are important to agriculture and were able to touch and smell 
fresh Christmas trees.  They also learned how maple syrup is made and how Miscanthus grass 
can be made into paper products.  They also saw how different tractors are used on local farms.  
Each child was also able to plant a Sweet ‘n Neat miniature tomato plant with the Ashtabula 
County Master Gardeners.  These one foot plants will give the kids tasty cherry tomatoes later in 
the summer. 
 
It was fun watching the enthusiasm on the kids’ faces as they explore our great industry of 
agriculture.  There were a lot of oohs and ahs heard all over the fairgrounds.  It was a wonderful 
event!  
 

This event was a major undertaking by OSU Extension 
and Farm Bureau. I would like to thank Abbey Averill, 
OSU Extension Program Assistant, for providing the 
leadership to this event.  Abbey did a wonderful job 
coordinating with the planning committee and working 
with each school to plan trip logistics.  Thanks Abbey for 
a wonderful job! 
 
I would also like to thank the over 250 volunteers who 
donated their time to teach at one of the activity centers, 
serve as a classroom guide, or work behind the scene to 

make the day flow smoothly.  This program would not have been possible without the help of 
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each of these volunteers.  I would like to send out our sincere appreciation to the Lakeside 
Functional Skills class and their teacher Mrs. Kendzerski.  These students were an incredible 
assistance as they stuffed all the Ag goodie bags for the 1,100 first graders prior to the event 
and were very valuable in helping to man the water stations and help out the Master Gardeners 
with the tomato planting during Ag Day.  They were awesome! 
 
I would also like to thank the many sponsors of this event.  The cost of hosting this event was 
over $13,000 and without the support of many this program would not have been possible.  For 
the fifth year, we were able to cover the transportation cost for each school.  Our other donors 
were also important as they donated program materials and dollars to support the day.   
 
Thank you to our platinum sponsors: Bill & Ruth 
Service Foundation, Centerra Co-op, Albert M. Ford 
Charitable Trust, Ashtabula County Farm Bureau, 
OSU Extension-Ashtabula County and the 
Ashtabula County Fairboard. 
 
Our gold sponsors were: Ashtabula County Holstein 
Club, Crosswinds Grille at the Lakehouse Inn, John 
& Nancy Patterson, Katherine S. Riedel – Attorney, 
Hal & Constance Cooper, Erie Bank, Country 
Doctor Veterinary Clinics in Jefferson, Geneva & 
Conneaut’ Jefferson Garden Club, Linda Springer, 
Red Eagle Distillery, Western Reserve Animal 
Clinic, and Wright Farms, LTD 
 
Our silver sponsors included: Brian & Abbey Averill, 
Ashtabula County Educational Foundation, Barb 
Schaab, Ashtabula County Recorder, Bossy’s Way 
Inc., Cherry Valley Slaughtering & Processing 
COBA Select Sires, Inc., Grand River Cellar Winery 
& Restaurant 
Grand Valley FFA Chapter, H. Hamilton Farms LLC, 
Cassie Korland, and Marrison Farms 
 
Our bronze sponsors were: Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association, American Legion Post 
151 – Conneaut, Ashtabula Local Food Council, Arms Trucking Company, Ashtabula County 
Soil & Water Conservation District, Bissell Maple Farm, Robin & Debbie Boggs & family, Chalet 
Debonne Vineyards, Ashtabula Co. Commissioner Casey Kozlowski, Bortnick Tractor Sales, 
Brant’s Apple Orchard, Countryside Vet Clinic, JP Ducro IV, Easton Culligan, Ferrante Winery, 
Honey Hollow Herb Farm, Brian & Jean Forman, Tracey L. Housel, The Jefferson Milling 
Company, Jefferson Grange #1311, Lenox Equipment Company, Inc, Ohana Farm, Piper 
Processing, Pat & Ralph Pankowski, Springer Dairy Farm, Tony & Sue Stocker, Roll’N B 
Cowboy Café LLC, Eddie’s Grill & The Sezon Family, Sherrie Tersigni, and Dan Whitmire 
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Our friends of ag day  sponsors were: Roger & Shirley Corlett, Saybrook Grange #1739,  
Cheryle Chiaramonte, Covered Bridge Gardens, Geauga Credit Union Inc.,Mike & Wendy 
Gruskiewicz, Mary Howe, Kalas Dairy Farm, Kassay’s Greenhouse, Manner’s Christmas Tree 
Farm, Mechling’s Maple Farm, Pymatuning Valley Primary PTO Inc., Pymatuning Valley FFA 
Chapter, Saybrook Raiders 4-H Club, Sheffield Star Grange #1610, Tree Tyme Nursery Inc. and  
Larry & Donniella Winchell. 

We are already planning for next year’s event.  We welcome feedback from anyone who 
participated in this year’s program and are looking for committee members to serve on the 2018 
planning committee.  We are so excited on how this program helps open agriculture world to our 
county’s youth!  If you are interested in helping with next year’s program, please contact Abbey 
Averill at 440-576-9008. 
 To close today’s column I would like to share a quote from Gilbert K. Chesterton who 
stated, “To love means loving the unlovable. To forgive means pardoning the unpardonable. 
Faith means believing the unbelievable. Hope means hoping when everything seems hopeless.”  
Have a good and safe day! 

****** 
 
Lee’s Monthly News Column 
 
Hello Trumbull County! I hope you are enjoying your first few weeks of what is likely to be a long 
and troublesome tick season. Back in March, you may have seen predictions about increased 
tick populations this year, and if you have been out in any fields or wooded areas you know 
those predictions are proving to be accurate. The increase in the tick population is directly linked 
to an increase in one of their favorite snacks – field mice. In turn, the increase in mice 
populations are directly linked to one of their favorite snacks – acorns. Oak trees recently had a 
mast year in 2015 where they produced an abundance of acorns providing food needed for mice 
populations to increase.  
 
We all know that ticks carry Lyme disease, which is a nasty disease for sure, but did you know 
that ticks also have the potential to carry even more harmful pathogens? The Powassan virus, 
anaplasmosis, Borrelia diseases, and Rocky Mountain spotted fever are just of the few diseases 
that have long term symptoms or are even fatal. These diseases, and the “ick” factor, are all 
reasons to keep ticks away from your property and off your kids.  
 
Preventing ticks in your yard or property starts with removing their preferred habitat – tall grass 
and shrubs. Keeping your grass mowed short (if it ever dries out!) and removing yard debris will 
go a long way to keeping tick numbers low. While not always practical, fencing your property to 
keep deer out will also help with ticks. If you live in a rural area, and you are feeling a little 
exotic, Guinea fowl have been shown to be very effective at hunting out ticks and reducing their 
numbers. If you prefer something a little more domestic, give turkeys a try as they also hunt 
ticks very effectively.  
 
Whenever you venture into tick territory be sure to apply a tick repellent such as DEET (at least 
20%), picaridin, or permethrin. If you are outdoors a lot, you may consider using a permethrin 
laundry detergent that will provide a few weeks of repellent to your clothes. Don’t forget to check 
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yourself and your kids for hitch hikers when you come in at night, paying special attention to 
your waste and your scalp. Also keep your dog and cat up to date with a topical or collar 
treatment that will kill and repel ticks.  
 
If you are unfortunate enough to be bitten by a tick, use a thin pair of tweezers and gently pull 
the tick by the mouth parts from your skin. Be sure to remove all the tick parts and then apply 
rubbing alcohol or iodine to the bite. Monitor the bite area for 30 days and call a doctor if you 
develop a rash, fever, or aches within 3-30 days. Be safe out there!  
 
Below are a few events that you should put on your calendar, whether you’re looking to add 
some plants to your garden or to learn better gardening techniques.  
 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 20 when the Trumbull County Master Gardeners will be 
bringing back their popular plant sale. We will have vegetable starts, perennials, and the best 
plants selected by our Master Gardeners. You will not find better plants in Trumbull County! 
Have a gardening question? Stop out even if you are not in the market for new plants as we will 
have an onsite diagnostic clinic to evaluate your gardening pests. We will also have a small 
“trash and treasure” tent with various gardening tools for sale. The sale will start at 9am and will 
wrap up around 2pm, or when the plants are gone.  
 
Our Wednesdays in the Gardens series is continuing throughout the spring and summer. The 
next event is scheduled for May 24 when our talented Master Gardeners will be discussing 
choosing, growing, and maintaining bearded irises. Then, on June 7 come learn all about 
pollinators and how to attract them to your garden with basic gardening techniques. All 
Wednesdays in the Gardens events are free to the public and start at 6pm at the Trumbull 
County Ag Center in Cortland. Please bring a lawn chair! 
 
For more information or to register for any of these events call the OSU Trumbull County 
Extension Office at 330-638-6783 or visit trumbull.osu.edu. Don’t forget to check out and “Like” 
OSU Extension Trumbull County’s Facebook page for current programs and up to date 
information.  
 
 
 
 
Upcoming 2017 Spring Extension Program Dates 
The following programs have been scheduled for Northeast Ohio farmers this upcoming winter.  
Complete registration flyers can be found at: http://ashtabula.osu.edu/program-
areas/agriculture-and-natural-resources/upcoming-educational-programs-deadlines 
 
 
Trumbull County Master Gardeners Plant Sale 
Saturday, May 20th at the Trumbull Ag Center in Cortland 
 
I Can Grow That Workshop 
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Saturday, May 20 at the Ashtabula County Extension office 

 

 
 
David Marrison      Lee Beers 

Ashtabula County Extension Office    Trumbull County Extension Office 

39 Wall Street       520 West Main Street 

Jefferson, OH 44047      Cortland, OH 44410 

440-576-9008       330-638-6783 

marrison.2@osu.edu      beers.66@osu.edu 

ashtabula.osu.edu      trumbull.osu.edu 

 



	Children in the Garden - “I Can Grow That!”  

 
 
 

 

 

The Ashtabula County Master Gardener Volunteers invite you to bring your child or 
children (ages 6 and up) to participate in a hands-on workshop design to get them 
excited about growing plants and gardening.  
During this workshop, kids will get down and dirty 
as they plant seeds and plants to take home to 
start their own garden.  Each child will take home 
a tomato plant and a choice of flowers, lettuce or 
green beans.  They will learn how to care for their 
plants and how they can be grown in containers 
or a traditional garden. 

Milk and cookies will be served and all children 
need to be accompanied by an adult.  Space is limited so make sure to register today! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

2017 “I Can Grow That” Registration Form 
Pre-registration is required by Wednesday, May 17, 2017. Registration fee is $5.00/per child.  
There is no charge for adults attending with children.  Make checks payable to OSU Extension, and 
mail to Ashtabula County Extension office, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, OH 44047. If you have any 
questions please call 440-576-9008. 
 
Child or Children’s Name____________________________________________________________ 
  
Attending Adult’s Name_____________________________________________________________  
 
Phone_____________________   Email____________________________________ 
  
# of Reservations_______________$5 per RSVP   
 

Call OSU Extension at 440-576-9008 for more details. 
 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, May 20, 2017 
9:30 to 11:00 a.m. 

  OSU Extension Office 
39 Wall Street 

Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
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