
Northeast Ohio Agri-Culture Newsletter
Your Weekly Agriculture Update for Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties November 15, 2016

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

In This Issue:
• 2016‐17 Ashtabula County Plat Books Available
• 2016 Ohio Soybean Performance Trial ‐ Yield Data 

Available 
• National Rural Health Day – November 17th, 2016
• Safety for On‐Farm Grain Storage Facilities
• The Livestock Barn of the Future
• New Ohio Grape IPM Facebook Page Launched 
• More Species Generate Higher Forage Yields
• What the New York Times Missed with its Big GMO 

Story
• “Success Score Card – Benchmarking for Profit” 

Workshop to be held on December 1, 2016
• Planning for the Future of Your Farm Workshop
• When, Why, and How to Sell Timber
• Ashtabula Soil & Water Conservation District Hiring 

a District Technician
• David’s Weekly News Column

Hello, Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties!

Harvest continues to roll along  It is great to see the 
progress we are making on corn harvest.  In fact some 
guys are already pressure washing the harvest 
equipment and putting it away for the winter.  It looks like 
we may be setting record yields for both corn and  
soybean.

We had a great response to the 27th Annual Ashtabula 
County Beef Banquet with 183 in attendance.  You can 
not beat the Prime Rib!  We are busy planning for this 
winter’s programming line---Have a good and safe week!

David Marrison 
Extension Educator 
Ag & Natural Resources
Ashtabula County

Lee Beers
Extension Educator 
Ag & Natural Resources
Trumbull County
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2016-17 Ashtabula County Plat Books Available 
OSU Extension is pleased to announce the arrival of the 2016-2017 Ashtabula County Plat 
Books.  A fundraiser for the Ashtabula County 4-H program, this book makes a great gift for the 
avid hunter, hiker or bird watcher of the family!  Updated full-color Index Maps show each 
township's geographic location in detail. A complete index of owners is listed alphabetically by 
last name in the back of the book. Each plat book is $25 plus tax ($26.69).  Call the Extension 
Office today at 440-576-9008 to reserve your copy.  There are also limited 2013 Plat Books still 
available on CLEARANCE for $15.00 + tax.   
 
2016 Ohio Soybean Performance Trial - Yield Data Available  
By: Laura Lindsey & JD Bethel 
 
The 2016 Ohio Soybean Performance Trial yield data is now available online as a pdf: 
http://stepupsoy.osu.edu/sites/hcs-soy/files/2016%20OCJ_0.pdf Sortable yield data and seed characteristics 
(seed size, protein, fiber, and oil) will be available in approximately two 
weeks.  In 2016, over 200 soybean varieties from 21 seed companies 
were tested at six locations (Henry County, Sandusky County, Mercer 
County, Marion County, Preble County, and Clinton County. Types of 
soybeans tested include: conventional (non-GMO), Roundup Ready, 
Liberty Link, and Xtend. Yield ranged from 38.1 to 82.0 bu/acre. In the 
pdf, a double asterisk (**) is used to denote the variety with the highest 
yield within a region and maturity grouping. A single asterisk (*) is used to 
denote varieties with yield not statistically different than the highest 
yielding variety. 
 
National Rural Health Day – November 17th, 2016 
The National Organization of State Offices of Rural Health (NOSORH) 
recognizes this day to celebrate the selfless, community-minded spirit in rural 
American and examine the unique healthcare challenges rural citizens face. 
Accessibility, lack of healthcare providers, chronic conditions of aging 
populations, and the uninsured and underinsured are all areas for which they 
hope to generate a better understanding of by setting aside this day. If you would 
like ideas on how to build a celebration of your own to highlight this day in your 
community click on the NOSORH link to start your brainstorming, 
https://nosorh.org/calendar-events/nrhd/ 
 
Safety for On-Farm Grain Storage Facilities 
by Kent McGuire – OSU Ag Safety and Health Coordinator 

As we move into late fall, there is a lot of activity at on-farm grain handling facilities. Throughout Ohio, on-farm 
grain storage facilities are being upgraded and newly constructed storage facilities are getting larger and 
larger. Common injuries associated with grain handling include slips, trips and falls; blunt trauma incidents; 
sprains / strains; entanglement; engulfment; and injuries due to fatigue.  Below are safety considerations for 
your grain storage facility when working this fall and winter: 

1. Keep equipment properly maintained. Recognize, respect, and avoid equipment hazards such as cut 
points, wrap points, pinch points, burn points, and stored energy. Severe injuries from equipment 
hazards can happen in a fraction of a second. 
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2. Emergency contact information and procedures should be available and verified.  Make sure cell 
phones are adequately charged and have signal before starting potentially dangerous work. 

3. Notify family members or coworkers before starting 
potentially dangerous work and tell them when you expect to 
finish.  If you are supposed to be done in three hours 
someone can check on you if you are late. 

4. Know where overhead power lines are so they can be 
avoided when moving equipment or using a portable auger. 

5. Insure there is adequate lighting at the facility when working 
in low light conditions to prevent slips, trips, and falls. 

6. Have a fire extinguisher handy and charged.  A fire in its beginning stages can many times be 
extinguished by quick response by someone with a fire extinguisher. 

7. Use a N-95 respirator when unloading grain or working in grain bins.  Grain dust and molds can cause 
serious respiratory health issues. 

8. Never enter a grain bin while grain handling components, such as augers, are in operation  
a. All equipment shutoffs should be labeled in the electrical panel and at switches.  This makes it 

easier to shut off specific equipment in the event of an emergency. 
b. Lockout/tagout procedures should be developed for all equipment.  When working on the grain 

bin, lockout/tagout keeps equipment from being unexpectedly started. 

9. Bridged grain or grain lining the wall of the bin is dangerous and should be handled at a distance.  Use 
a pole to break up bridged grain and try pounding on the outside of the bin to dislodged grain that clings 
to bin walls. 

10. If the grain is out of condition, poisonous gases may accumulate.  If you suspect that the air inside the 
bin is not safe, do not try to enter without first sampling the air. 

11. If you must enter the bin use a body harness, lifeline and station a person at the entry point to monitor 
the person in the bin. 

12. Ask your local fire department if they would like a tour of your facility.  If needed, it will help them 
respond more efficiently to your farm. 

For more information about the OSU Ag Safety visit http://www.agsafety.osu.edu or contact Kent McGuire, 
OSU Agricultural Safety & Health, at mcguire.225@osu.edu or 614-292-0588. 
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The Livestock Barn of the Future 
Source: Ohio Country Journal 
http://ocj.com/2016/11/the-livestock-barn-of-the-future/ 
 
Almost every portrait, painting or portrayal of a farm over the last 100 
years has included a big red barn as part of the landscape, but the 
reality is that those old bank barns are more nostalgic than they are 
useful in today’s livestock industry and even the barn door could soon be 
a thing of the past. 
 
“Monoslopes are the barn of the future,” said Francis L. Fluharty, 
research professor in The Ohio State University’s Department of Animal 
Sciences. “The design has the high side of the barn facing south or 
southeast, which allows the sun to reach almost all the way through the barn in the winter, having a warming 
effect on the cattle and keeping the bedding pack drier.”  
 
Then, in the summer, most of the barn is under shade and the slope to the roof creates constant airflow 
through the building to reduce heat stress. “From an animal health standpoint, there is no way for gas to be 
trapped like it can be on hot humid days in normal barns,” Fluharty said. “These barns move air through and 
ammonia levels remain very low, which is important for the well-being of the livestock.”  The open design of 
monoslope barns is also beneficial in keeping cows dry and better suited to handle the wind. 
 
“We’re not North Dakota and we put our cattle in way too much confinement in Ohio,” Fluharty said. “If I were 
to travel throughout the state and do one thing, it would be to take most of the sides off of barns.” Some 
farmers that are using monoslope barns are finding out that the benefits extent much further than what the 
livestock experience. It is also helping relationships with neighbors in some cases.  “When you are 50 yards in 
front of a monoslope barn, there is no odor,” Fluharty said. “There is a huge dispersion effect of odors due to 
the positive airflow. In order for cattle feeding to survive and continue providing products for consumers, 99% 
of whom have no relationship with production agriculture other than eating, these monoslope buildings solve a 
lot of problems.”   
 
That is exactly why the newest monoslope barn was built on Fred Voge’s Preble County farm, with the help of 
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). This is a voluntary program that provides financial and 
technical assistance to agricultural producers to plan and implement conservation practices that improve soil, 
water, plant, animal, air and related natural resources on agricultural land and non-industrial private forestland. 
EQIP may also help producers meet Federal, State and local environmental regulations. 
 
“We had an existing cattle operation here and it absolutely 
was not popular with the neighbors with a number of 
complaints over the past 30 years,” said Voge, a licensed and 
bonded dealer, supplying high quality feeders to farmers in 
the region. “After some dialogue about ways to find some 
middle ground, I applied for an EQIP grant to abandon the 
older facilities that we had that included an outside feedlot 
and a manure holding pond and construct something that 
would feed out the livestock and store the manure in a better 
manner.” 
This construction of the monoslope barn was a drastic 
difference from the days that Voge followed his Dad and 
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Grandfather around on the family farm as a youngster and what he has done on the operation working with 
cattle for the past 45 years. 
 
“Yes it is high-tech, but it also has a lot to do with Mother Nature herself,” Voge said. “This building is built to 
maximize the two things that cattle need the most, which are fresh air and fresh water.”  The 15,000-square 
foot facility, open to the south and to the north, is 30 feet high to the eave on the south side and 18 feet high on 
the north side. Voge picked up the idea after visiting a similar facility on the Clarke farm in Miami County. The 
versatility of the monoslope design really impressed him. 
 
“It will normally be divided up into four pens but I have the capability of splitting those to eight pens,” Voge said. 
“That will allow me to finish cattle or background feeder cattle from the same point of origin. There is a lot of 
demand for 300 to 400 cattle from a single source with a common feed and health program and with the 
flexibility of this building that is possible.”  One part of the design that is unique to Voge’s barn is the watering 
system that will allow for custom watering, depending on the pen.  “We set up a manifold in our water building 
where I can provide fresh water and, if needed, I can provide a high level or low level of medication,” Voge 
said. “So if I have a number of different groups of cattle in the barn from different points of origin that need 
different medications, we can provide to each one of those pens separately, helping us to maintain as good of 
a health status as we possibly can.” 
 
In addition to the monoslope barn, Voge has also put up a dry stack barn for manure storage. Part of the plan 
for the EQUIP funding is to hold up to a year’s worth of manure in that structure, harvest silage in the fall and 
apply that manure and lightly incorporate it while the conditions are dry. Then Voge will plant cover crops to 
help manage the fall applied nutrients and destroy the cover crops in the spring.  “This should be a more 
economical way to grow the feed and raise the corn,” Voge said. “It will also improve the ground water supply 
in this area.” 
 
Being sustainable and neighborly is a tough balance to find, but for this Preble County farmer it is the only way 
to pass his operation on to future generations. “If you’re going to make an investment like I’ve made in this 
facility it needs to be on a farm that will continue to be a farm,” Voge said. “I realize at my age that the next 
generation or two will get more value out of this facility than I will, but I know that I have left this farm in better 
shape than when I got it.” 
 
New Ohio Grape IPM Facebook Page Launched  
by Dr. Melanie Ivey, OSU/OARDC Plant Pathology Specialist  
 
Grape IPM Specialists Melanie Lewis Ivey, Elizabeth Long and Doug Doohan, are launching a new facebook 
page this week that focuses on disseminating real time information on wine grape disease, insect pest and 
weed management. The Ohio Grape IPM facebook page provides a platform to bring local, national and 
international attention to grape and wine production in Ohio. Postings on the page will included IPM 
management strategies, listings of upcoming outreach activities such as seminars, workshops and trainings, 
updates on new or discontinued pesticides and pesticide regulations and reports of regional disease 
outbreaks, insect infestations and weed problems. We anticipate that wine grape growers will use this page as 
quick and easy resource for grape IPM information and as a platform for connecting with other local, national 
and international grape growers. We encourage wine grape growers to post questions and images on the 
page. The new Ohio Grape IPM Facebook page can be found at the link: www.facebook.com/Ohio-Grape-IPM-
1277061858979379/. We wish to thank the Ohio Grape Industries Committee for providing support to launch 
this new page. 
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More Species Generate Higher Forage Yields 
By John Weeden, Independent Writer 
 
Numerous studies indicate increased plant species diversity in pastures provides multiple benefits: better 
yields, improved yield stability, reduced soil nutrient losses, and weaker weed pressure. These studies typically 
rely on short time frames, often four years or less. A new study took a longer view.   Scientists at Pennsylvania 
State University compared two forage mixtures over nine years. The two-species mixture consisted of orchard 
grass and white clover. The five-species mixture included orchardgrass, white clover, chicory, tall fescue, and 
alfalfa.  
 
The five-species mixture produced annually 31% more forage biomass than the two-species mixture. 
Researchers attributed the difference in yield to number of species. Yields with five-species mixture were 
greatest during wetter summers and in the last two years of the study, suggesting the effects were long term.  
 
Why does species richness make a difference? 
 
The investigators suggest more species could possibly provide greater post-grazing residual biomass, which 
creates a fuller ground cover and/or denser canopy. Such coverage could facilitate more rapid regrowth and 
recovery following grazing. Also, roots were deeper with the five-species mixture. Deep roots have two 
advantages. First, it favors production during drought conditions. Second, it improves access to nutrients that 
might leach to lower levels in the soil profile under high rainfall.  
 
Interestingly, in the last two years of the study, species composition in the two mixtures became somewhat 
similar. Despite chicory disappearing and alfalfa decreasing to 5% of total, the five-species mixture still 
outperformed the two-species mixture. The reason may be levels of soil carbon sequestration. The five-species 
mixture had three times the carbon accumulation compared to the two-species mixture. This points to a 
possible positive relationship between carbon sequestration and plant productivity.  
 
Source: Skinner RH, Dell CJ. 2016. Yield and soil carbon sequestration in grazed pastures sown with two or 
five forage species. Crop Science. 56:2035-2044. 
 
What the New York Times Missed with its Big GMO Story 
By Nathanael Johnson 
Source: http://grist.org/food/what-the-new-york-times-missed-with-its-big-gmo-story/ 
 
A big piece that made the front page of the New York Times over the weekend takes aim at two of the most 
prominent arguments in favor of genetically modified crops: They increase yields (meaning we can get a lot 
more food from less land) and reduce pesticide use (meaning we’re poisoning that land and ourselves a lot 
less). 
 
The article concludes that GMO seeds are no better at either than any other form of breeding. As you can 
imagine, a page one story in the nation’s biggest newspaper with such a strong assertion has opened another 
front in the GMO wars — and as someone who has been reporting from the frontlines of those wars for the 
past few years, I’ve got some thoughts. 
 
The story is an odd one for the Times because if you take the most mild interpretation of the piece — GMOs 
haven’t dramatically improved yields, but they are useful — then it’s really not news. Back in May, the National 
Academy of Sciences said the same thing with much more nuance and detail. 
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If your takeaway from the piece is that GMOs just aren’t useful, then it runs contrary to loads of evidence — 
which the story almost completely omits. And it makes comparisons that sound compelling, but don’t actually 
tell you much about the state of farming. 
 
The article relies on a comparison of farm statistics from North America (where we grow GMOs) to farm 
statistics from Western Europe (where they don’t). The problem with this big picture focus is that the details on 
GMOs get really fuzzy. At the international level, there are so many variables — weather, pests, soils, 
economics, and farming techniques, just to name a few — that it’s near impossible to pick out the effects of 
biotechnology. So, viewed from 100,000 feet, GMOs are a big ¯\_(ツ)_/¯. 
 
That said, if genetic engineering really had turned out to be a silver bullet for agriculture, we would be able to 
see the change in the zoomed-out big picture. And if GMOs had proved to be a quantum leap forward, we 
would see it in Times writer Danny Hakim’s crude country-level comparisons. In that regard, Hakim’s 
contribution is useful. 
 
The problem here is that there’s enough data that you can easily pick the evidence to support your favorite 
narrative, depending on where you focus. For instance, in a rebuttal to the story, Monsanto’s chief technology 
officer picked a narrower focus and found plenty of data for a counternarrative making the case for 
biotechnology. The most balanced approach is to look at all the available evidence — and that’s what the 
National Academy of Sciences report already did. 
 
Hakim cites the report where it supports his conclusions, but not in the places it contradicts them. He writes 
that the report found “‘there was little evidence’ that the introduction of genetically modified crops in the United 
States had led to yield gains beyond those seen in conventional crops.” But Hakim doesn’t mention that the 
report also noted that genetic engineering increased yields “where weed control is improved” and “when insect-
pest pressure was high.” He doesn’t mention the report found that insect-resistant GMOs reduced insecticide 
use “in all cases examined.” 
 
Perhaps the most compelling stats in Hakim’s story come from a comparison with France, which has reduced 
insecticide use by 65 percent and herbicide spraying by 36 percent in the last 20 years. The United States has 
only reduced insecticide use by 33 percent, while herbicide spraying has increased 20 percent over that same 
period. 
 
But that’s the zoomed-out view. Zoom in and you can see that France started with crazy-high pesticide 
application levels, which are just now coming down to around the amounts farmers spray per acre in the United 
States. It’s also odd that Hakim would single out France: Pesticide use there has been declining, but it’s been 
increasing in other parts of Europe. (See weed scientist Andrew Kniss’ take for more detail on this.) 
 
It’s often hard to see the evidence of important technological changes in zoomed-out statistics. Back in the 
’90s, businesses were buying computers like crazy, but overall productivity numbers “failed to suggest that 
anything unique was occurring in the workplace,” according to the St. Louis Fed. Computers didn’t bend the 
trend lines for decades. As economist Robert Solow said, “You can see the computer age everywhere but in 
the productivity statistics.” 
 
Because most of us aren’t farmers, we have a hard time seeing the GMO age at all. But U.S. farmers can see 
it. Farmers aren’t backward dupes who are easily tricked into buying unnecessary technologies. These days, 
farmers are skeptical and tech-savvy. Many have multiple degrees. They often test yields and pest-resistance 
by planting half a field with one kind of seed, and half with another. They clearly think they’re getting something 
valuable when they pay the extra money for GMOs. Both farmers interviewed in the Times piece — one in 



 
Northeast Ohio Agriculture 7 OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
  Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 
 
 
 
 

France and one in South Carolina — said they thought GMOs were helpful. 
 
One last point: The New York Times story treats GMOs as a single entity to be accepted or rejected. The main 
thrust of that National Academy report was to suggest that we should stop treating GMOs as a monolith and 
assess each crop on its merits. It’s not clear that non-GMOs are better: Europe’s rejection of genetic 
engineering has led to a surge in crops bred via mutagenesis — which has a higher likelihood of generating 
genetic unknowns — as well as non-GMO crops bred to work with herbicides. Even if we decide that genetic 
engineering isn’t worth the risks, we’ll face risks in other forms of breeding. 
 
And GMOs really aren’t all associated with industrial farming. The disease-resistant papaya is a wonderful 
innovation. The insect-resistant eggplant seems to be reducing pesticide use in Bangladesh. This banana, this 
cassava, and this rice could all truly improve the lives of small farmers if those new crops make it over the 
technical and political hurdles. 
 
I agree with the Times’ milder point — herbicide-tolerant soy isn’t going to be the key to saving the world. I’ve 
written that, in the grand scheme of things, GMOs don’t matter. If we decide it’s just too culturally fraught to 
accept genetic modification, we can survive without it — in the same way that we’d survive without computers. 
We’d figure something else out! 
 
But it would be a shame if we on the liberal coasts decided the technology was useless just because we have 
a hard time seeing the benefits that are clear to Midwestern farmers. Zoom out far enough, and you’ll 
eventually reach a point where all human effort barely makes a blip. That’s fine — it’s always useful to step 
back and look at the big picture. 
 
But if we want to figure how to make our food system more equitable and sustainable, we’re also going to have 
to zoom in on the realities of agriculture on the ground. 
 
“Success Score Card – Benchmarking for Profit” Workshop to be held on December 1, 2016 
Many experts are predicting low commodity prices and farm profitability levels for next year.  So needless to 
say, planning will be crucial for farmers are they head into 2017.  To help farm managers take a hard look at 
where their business stands, OSU Extension is offering a workshop titled, “Success Score Card – 
Benchmarking for Profit” on Thursday, December 1, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at the Ashtabula County Extension office located at 39 Wall Street 
in Jefferson, Ohio.  Registration and refreshments will begin at 9:30 a.m. 
 
This workshop is designed to help farm families and small business owners 
develop a Success Score Card for their business.  During the workshop, 
participants will learn how to rate their Financial, Leadership, Marketing, 
Production, Technology and Wellness Skills and learn how each can drive or 
stall a business. Participants will also learn the critical financial management 
tools & techniques and other management skills necessary to be successful in 
today’s competitive world.   
 
The featured speaker for this workshop will be Russ Coltman, Owner of 
Coltman Information Management.  Russ has over 30 years of working with 
agricultural managers with their accounting.  He has been great at helping 
owners troubleshoot the bottlenecks in their operations.  Russ will share how 
managers can use the success score card he developed to think more 
strategic both in the short-term as well as in the long term. Learn more about business assessments, using 
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financial statements, cost of production calculations, wellness indicators, and how to utilize financial 
professionals.   
 
The fee to attend this program is $15 per person and is limited to the first 40 registrants.  Pre-register is 
requested by November 23, 2016.  This fee includes lunch and program materials.  More information about this 
program can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008 and a program 
flyer can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events 
 
 
Planning for the Future of Your Farm Workshop to be held on January 18, 2017 
OSU Extension will be hosting a farm success and estate planning workshop titled “Planning for the Future 
of Your Farm” on Wednesday, January 18, 2017 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 
the Ashtabula County Extension office.  If you are thinking of how and when to 
transfer your farm business to the next generation, then this workshop is one which 
you will not want to miss. 
 
This workshop is designed to help farm families develop a succession plan for their 
farm business.  Attend and learn ways to successfully transfer management skills 
and the farm’s business assets from one generation to the next.  Learn how to 
have the crucial conversations about the future of your farm.  This workshop will 
challenge farm families to actively plan for the future of the farm business.  Farm 
families are encouraged to bring members from each generation to the workshop. 
Plan today for the future success of your family business!  
 
The featured speakers for this event will include: Robert Moore, Attorney at Law, Wright & Moore Law 
Company and David Marrison, Extension Educator for Ashtabula County.  The fee for this workshop is $20 per 
person with a registration deadline of January 11, 2017.  This class will be limited to the first 40 registrants.  
The fee includes lunch and program materials. More information about this program can be obtained by calling 
the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008 and a program flyer can be found at: 
http://go.osu.edu/ne-events 
 
When, Why, and How to Sell Timber 
Presented by the ODNR Division of Forestry, Service Forestry Program 
 
ODNR Service Foresters John Kehn and Aaron Kash, covering Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Portage, 
Summit, and Trumbull Counties will be conducting a “Timber Harvesting” class on November 15th, 2016 at the 
OSU Extension Geauga County office, Patterson Center on the Burton fairgrounds, 14269 Claridon Troy Rd.  
Space is limited to the first 65 participants who register.  Consulting foresters and experienced landowners will 
also be present help lead this classroom discussion on all aspects of sustainable timber harvesting. 
 
The class will commence the Patterson Center basement at 6:00 PM and conclude at 9:00 PM on Tuesday, 
November 15th, 2016.  Coffee will be provided.  There is no cost to participate.  To register for this class please 
call 440-564-5883 from 8:00AM to 4:30PM Monday through Friday. 
 
Ashtabula Soil and Water Conservation District Hiring a District Technician 
The Ashtabula County Soil & Water Conservation District is taking applications until November 29, 2016 for a 
District Technician position. 
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The educational requirements for this position are: Bachelor Degree and or two year Associate’s degree in 
environmental science, agriculture, forestry, conservation, engineering or science related field and or related 
work experience.  
 
This position is that of a District Technician responsible for performing field and office technical, educational 
and some administrative duties in the Ashtabula Soil and Water Conservation District.  The technician will 
provide technical and engineering field assistance to county land users, groups and units of government.  The 
technical/engineering assistance will follow the guidelines established in the NRCS National Engineering 
Manual and Ohio NRCS Standards and Specifications. The applicant must be proficient in ESRI Arc View GIS 
and interpreting aerial photographs, topographic maps, and soil survey maps. They must help carry out the 
responsibilities outlined in the Memorandum of Understanding between the Ohio Department of Ag- Division of 
Soil and Water Conservation and the Ashtabula SWCD as it relates to the implementation of Ohio's 
Agricultural Pollution Abatement Program, Ag- (Manure, Nutrient and other waste waters).  
 
Additionally, they must carry out the responsibilities outline in the Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources- Division of Forestry and the Ashtabula SWCD as it relates to the 
implementation of Ohio's Agricultural Pollution Abatement Program (Silviculture & Logging).  The candidate 
must have excellent communication, interpersonal and writing skills.  Candidate must possess a valid driver's 
license and an insurable driving record.  The employee must have the ability to traverse rough ground, lift 50 
pounds and pass a background check and drug test. 
 
This position is for a full time employee (40 hours) with normal work hours Monday- Friday 8:00am - 4:30 pm.  
Employee may be required to work outside of the normal work schedule.  Employee will be subject to a 3 
month probationary period. Salary and Benefits: This position offers health insurance (employee contributes to 
premium cost), holiday, annual and sick leave pay.  The employee will participate in the Ohio Public 
Employees Retirement System (OPERS).  Salary will be commensurate upon experience.  More information 
about this position and the application process can be obtained by contacting Nathan Paskey at the Ashtabula 
County Soil & Water Conservation District at 440-576-4946 or via email at ashtabulaswcd@gmail.com.   
  
David’s Weekly News Column 
Published on November 16, 2016 in the Jefferson Gazette & November 20, 2016 in the Star Beacon 
 
Hello, Ashtabula County!  I am pleased to report back to you that the 
27th Annual Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association Banquet held 
on Saturday, November 12 at the Lenox Community Center was a 
huge success with 186 local beef producers and industry supporters in 
attendance.   It was wonderful to see many of our producers at this 
event which is held each year to reflect on the achievements of the 
Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association.  
 
We once again set an attendance record this year and it is no secret 

our sky rocketing attendance is due to the wonderful Prime Rib dinner 
prepared by Cherry Valley Processing owned by Joe and Laurie 
Mezinger.  I have never had a larger or more delicious piece of Prime 
Rib.  Anyone who attends the banquet is hooked and is sure to come 
back.  We appreciate Joe and Laurie’s support of our beef industry.  
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The banquet meal was followed by a recap of the activities of the past year.  During this time, the 
board recognized Cody Kanicki, Nicole Mann and Ashley Ray who were selected this past spring as 
Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association Youth Scholarship winners.  This scholarship was 
established in 2011 to award a deserving Ashtabula County Senior student for their involvement in 
the beef industry in Ashtabula County.   
 
During the banquet the crowd was entertained by an outstanding singing performance by Johnny 
Lambert and Randy Taylor.  It was a great performance of some great country and classic hits.   Dr. 
John Patterson, Ohio House of Representatives- District 99, gave a short update on legislative action 
which is affecting Ashtabula County agriculture.  This update included details on CAUV tax legislation 
changes and fertilizer management.   
 
Following Dr. Patterson’s update, an election of directors was held.  Bart Kanicki of Pierpont was re-
elected and Dr. Bryan Elliott was elected.   Both will serve a 
three year term.  Our current President Bob Brown had 
reached his term limit so he retired from the board.  Bob has 
been on the Cattlemen’s Board for 12 of the past 14 years; 
nine of which as President.  The work that he and his wife 
Kristen have given to the board has been remarkable.  We 
cannot thank Bob enough for his leadership and dedication to 
our beef industry.   
 
I would like to thank all of the sponsors of the banquet.  It is a 

nice surprise for attendees to take home a gift courtesy of these 
families and businesses: Andover NAPA Auto Parts, Andover Pizza 
Joes, Austinburg Mill, Best Cuts Hair Salon, Better ‘n Bulk, Baltes 
Farm & NewTech Seed, Bob & Kristen Brown, Bortnick Tractor 
Sales, Charlie’s Auto Parts, Century Acres Farm, Cherry Valley 
Processing, COBA Select Sires, Cope Farm Equipment, Fetters 
Farm, Garwood Cattle Co, LLC, Kanicki Cattle Company, KC Cattle 
Company, K&R Show Cattle, Tony & Karla Krulic, Jefferson NAPA 
Auto Parts, Arletta Lower- Mary Kay, Jefferson Milling, Lenox 
Pinzgauer Farm, Mike’s Bikes & More, The Newhart Ranch, Dan 

O’Reilly Realtor & Auctioneer, O’Reilly Equipment, LLC, Pierpont Mix ‘n Match Pacs, Outback Farm, 
Piper Processing, Rome Feed, Inc., Scott & Jody Thomas, Sports Junction Inc, Lori Spellman 
Photography, Spellman Trucking Company, Sky View Farms, TNT Livestock Farm, The Bird Feeder, 
Western Reserve Farm Cooperative,  and Westford Milling. 
 
Thanks to all who attended the banquet.  It was a great chance to gather together to celebrate our 
beef industry and to renew friendships.  Next year’s banquet has already been scheduled for 
Saturday, November 11, 2017.   

 
Given the turmoil which has happened since our Election, I would like to close with some perspective 
from Charles Stanley who stated, “Our heavenly Father understands our disappointment, suffering, 
pain, fear, and doubt. He is always there to encourage our hearts and help us understand that He's 
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sufficient for all of our needs. When I accepted this as an absolute truth in my life, I found that my 
worrying stopped.”  Have a good and safe day!  
 
 

 

 
 
David Marrison       Lee Beers 

Ashtabula County Extension Office    Trumbull County Extension Office 

39 Wall Street       520 West Main Street 

Jefferson, OH 44047      Cortland, OH 44410 

440-576-9008       330-638-6783 

marrison.2@osu.edu      beers.66@osu.edu 

ashtabula.osu.edu       trumbull.osu.edu 

 



When,	  Why,	  and	  How	  to	  Sell	  Timber!	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

Tuesday,	  November	  15th,	  2016	  
6:00	  –	  9:00PM	  

OSU	  Extension	  Geauga	  County	  office,	  	  
Patterson	  Center	  on	  the	  Burton	  fairgrounds,	  	  
14269	  Claridon	  Troy	  Rd,	  Burton,	  OH	  44021	  

	  
Event	  is	  FREE	  but	  you	  must	  register	  by	  calling:	  

440-‐564-‐5883	  	  
8:00AM	  to	  4:30PM	  Monday	  through	  Friday	  

or	  emailing:	  
aaron.kash@dnr.state.oh.us	  

	   	  
ODNR	  Service	  Foresters	  John	  Kehn	  and	  Aaron	  Kash,	  covering	  Ashtabula,	  Cuyahoga,	  Geauga,	  
Lake,	  Portage,	  Summit,	  and	  Trumbull	  Counties	  will	  be	  conducting	  a	  Timber	  Harvesting	  course	  
that	  will	  cover	  how	  to	  successfully	  execute	  a	  timber	  harvest	  in	  NE	  Ohio.	  	  Space	  is	  limited	  to	  the	  
first	  65	  participants	  who	  register.	  	  Consulting	  foresters	  and	  experienced	  landowners	  will	  also	  
be	  present	  help	  lead	  this	  classroom	  discussion	  on	  all	  aspects	  of	  sustainable	  timber	  harvesting.	  



	“Planning for the Future of Your Farm”  

 

 
This workshop is designed to help farm families develop a succession plan 

for their farm business.  Attend and learn ways to successfully transfer 
management skills and the farm’s business assets from one generation to 
the next.  Learn how to have the crucial conversations about the future of 

your farm.  This workshop will challenge farm families to actively plan for the 
future of the farm business.  Farm families are encouraged to bring 

members from each generation to the workshop. Plan today for the future 
success of your family business!	 

Featured Speakers Include: 

Robert Moore  
Attorney at Law, Wright & Moore Law Company.  
 
David Marrison 
OSU Associate Professor & Extension Educator for 
Ashtabula County 

 

 

Other Registration information: 

Registrations limited to first 40 persons. 
Pre-register by January 11, 2017 

Cost is $20 per person. 

Wednesday, January 18, 2017 
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Morning Refreshments & Registration Begins  
at 9:00 a.m. 

Ashtabula County Extension Office 
39 Wall Street  

Jefferson, Ohio 44047 
440-576-9008 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

Robert	Moore



        

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Session Topics 
 
 Key questions to answer when planning for the future of the family farm 

business 
 Family communication in the farm transition process 
 Analyzing the family farm business/keeping the business competitive into the 

future 
 Providing income for multiple generations 
 Developing the next generation of farm managers 
 Farm succession with multiple offspring and family members: Fair vs. Equal 
 Retirement strategies 
 Preparing for the un-expected 
 Strategies to get my farm and family affairs in order 
 Analyzing risk in today’s world 
 Long term health care issues and costs 
 Farm business structures and their role in estate and transition planning 
 Estate and transfer strategies 
 Buy/sell agreements 
 Trusts and life insurance 
 Tax implications of estate and transition planning 
 What will my lawyer need from me? 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Planning for the Future of Your Farm Registration 
 

Pre-registration is required.  The cost is $20 per person.  Registration deadline is January 11, 2017.  
Make Checks payable to OSU Extension.  Mail checks and registration to: OSU Extension- Ashtabula 
County, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, Ohio 44047.  Please detach and return this form with your payment. 
 

Name of Attendee(s)________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________  Email_________________________________ 

$________$20 per person      For more information, call 440-576-9008 
 
Registration deadline is Wednesday, January 11, 2017.   
 
 

 

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on 

a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.



	“Success Score Card – Benchmarking for Profit”  
 

 
This workshop is designed to help farm families and small business owners 
develop a Success Score Card for their business.  Learn how to rate your 

Financial, Leadership, Marketing, Production, Technology and 
Wellness Skills and how each can drive or stall your business. Participants 

will learn the critical financial management tools & techniques and other 
management skills necessary to be successful in today’s competitive world.   

 
Attend and learn more about the Success Score Card and how it can help 
you think more strategic about your business. Learn more about business 
assessments, using financial statements, cost of production calculations, 

mental wellness, and utilizing financial professionals.   
 

Featured Speakers Include: 

Russ Coltman  
Coltman Information Management  
 
David Marrison 
OSU Associate Professor & Extension Educator for Ashtabula County 

Other Registration information: 

Registrations limited to first 40 persons. 
Pre-register by November 23, 2016 

Cost is $15 per person. 

                         Thursday, December 1, 2016 
                        10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Morning                       Refreshments & Registration at 9:30 a.m. 
 

                              Ashtabula County Extension Office 
                              39 Wall Street  

                                Jefferson, Ohio 44047 
                                 440-576-9008 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  



        

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Program Location 
Ashtabula County Extension Office 

 
 

39 Wall Street 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047 

440-576-9008 
http://ashtabula.osu.edu 

	
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Success Score Card – Benchmarking for Profit Registration 
 

Pre-registration is required.  The cost is $15 per person.  Registration deadline is November 23, 
2016.  Make Checks payable to OSU Extension.  Mail checks and registration to: OSU Extension- 
Ashtabula County, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, Ohio 44047.  Please detach and return this form with your 
payment. 
 

Name of Attendee(s)________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________  Email_________________________________ 

$________$15 per person      For more information, call 440-576-9008 
 
Registration deadline is November 23, 2016   
 CFAES provides research and related educational 

programs to clientele on 
a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 

http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.
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