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Hello Northeast Ohio Counties!
Fall armyworm is back! Or more accurately, they 
are still here. The Fall armyworm that invaded 
Ohio a few weeks ago has completed an entire 
generation and we are getting reports of 
caterpillars feeding again in lawns, golf courses, 
and forages.

If you have wheat planted, alfalfa, or hay fields, 
we recommend that you scout for these pest. The 
key to controlling an infestation is to treat them 
before they get to a size of ¾ inch. 

Have a great week!
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Fall Armyworm Still Active in Some Fields 
By: Andy Michel, Kelley Tilmon, Curtis Young, CCA, Mark Sulc, Aaron Wilson 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2021-35/fall-armyworm-still-
active-some-fields  
 
Despite the cold snap a couple of weeks ago, we have continued to catch large 
numbers of fall armyworm moths (we caught >10,000 moths the last week of 
September), have found eggs, and have even had reports of damage in cover 
crops, alfalfa and other forage. The good news is that the extent of the damage is 
less than we saw during late August and early September. However, the continued 
warmth over the next week or so may allow fall armyworm caterpillars to do a bit 
more feeding until the first frost. We recommend to scout all alfalfa, forage, cover 
crops, winter wheat and other crops that still may be risk from fall armyworm 
feeding. 
 
Delayed Wheat Planting 
By: Laura Lindsey 
Source: https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2021-34/corn-pre-harvest-
check  
 
In general, the best time to plant wheat 
is the 10-day period starting the day 
after the fly-free safe date. When wheat 
is planted more than 10-days after the 
fly-free safe date, there is an increased 
chance of reduced fall growth and 
reduced winterhardiness. The effect of 
planting date on wheat yield is shown in 
Figure 6-2 of the Ohio Agronomy 
Guide. A free pdf of the guide is 
available by clicking 
here: https://stepupsoy.osu.edu/wheat-
production/ohio-agronomy-guide-15th-
edition (Download the pdf by clicking on 
the picture of the guide.) Currently, with funding from Ohio Corn and Wheat, we are re-
examining the effect of wheat planting date…so stayed tuned next year for those 
results. 
 
When wheat is planted 3-4 weeks after the fly-free-safe date, the same yield can be 
achieved as earlier planted wheat if freezing weather does not occur until late 
November or early December. However, a higher seeding rate is recommended. For 
wheat planted 3-4 weeks after the fly-free-safe date, use a seeding rate of 1.6 to 2.0 
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million seeds per acre. The actual number of seeds per pound and germination rate are 
important for determining the correct seeding rate and drill calibration (Table 1). There 
are fewer seeds per pound of large seeds than pounds of small seeds. The number of 
seeds per pound can be found on the seed bag. 
 
Additionally, late planting also means plants will be smaller than normal when entering 
dormancy and have smaller, more shallow root systems, making them more susceptible 
to heaving next March. The best heaving control is to get the seed placed between 1.0 
and 1.5 inches deep when planting and to plant no-till. These two practices combined 
will reduce heaving potential. 
 
Table 1. Pounds of seed needed to plant from 1.2 to 2.0 million seeds/acre with seed of 
varying size. 

 
 
Recognizing the Risks of Broadleaf Weeds in Pasture 
By: Christine Gelley 
Source: https://u.osu.edu/beef/2021/10/06/recognizing-the-risks-of-broadleaf-
weeds-in-pasture/#more-11478  
 
It is often said that, “Any plant in the wrong place is a weed.” 

Well, in a pasture situation, there tend to be quite a few plants that weren’t intentionally 
planted there but thrive there regardless. It can be challenging to determine if these 
weeds are threatening or adding beneficial diversity to our pasture sward. Broadleaf 
weeds tend to be easier to identify and control than grassy weeds in a pasture setting, 
but can still be puzzling depending on lifecycle, growth stage, flower arrangement, and 
growth habit. 

Figure 1Spotted knapweed may possess as many as 200 pink to 
purple blooms per plant. Photo: by author	
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One that commonly confuses land 
managers in Southeast Ohio is spotted 
knapweed. Spotted knapweed is a 
detrimental weed that shares similarities 
to many less threatening pasture plants. 
The color of the flower is similar to that of 
red clover, the growth habit is similar to 
chicory, and the flower shape is similar to 
Canada thistle and ironweed. However, 
the combination of growth habit, color, 
and flower shape is unique to spotted 
knapweed. Spotted knapweed may 
possess as many as 200 pink to purple 
blooms per plant. The mature seed heads 
resemble Canada thistle, a tight cluster of 
seeds with a fluffy pappus attached. The 
pappus helps the seed move with wind, 
water, animals, and vehicles. 
This weed is similar to a biennial, in that 
the first year of growth there is no flower, 
just a rosette of five to twelve irregularly 
lobed hairy leaves. The plant will flower in 
the second year and continue to flower in 
the years following. Mature plants may be one to four feet in height, slender or bushy, 
and will have a deep taproot. It is quite attractive to a variety of pollinators but should 
not be propagated or preserved in the landscape for this purpose. Many other 
wildflowers with fewer risks are equivalent food stocks for pollinators. 

Spotted knapweed is a prolific seed producer, so if knapweed is not addressed in year 
two, a population explosion may occur in year three. It gets the name “spotted” because 
the flower receptacle bracts have dark brown tips. Knapweed is aggressive because it 
has few natural predators in Ohio. Allelopathic compounds have been isolated from 
knapweeds, which are chemical substances that can leach from plants and weaken 
competitors, but the severity of the allelopathic potential remains under investigation. 
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Animals are unfamiliar with it, so grazing as a control is ineffective and it thrives on 
marginal soils. It can easily out compete weak stands of desirable plants for nutrients. 

Step #1 for treatment of pasture weeds is accurate identification. Spotted knapweed (far 
left) is often confused on first glance with other flowers like red clover, chicory, or 
ironweed. Growth habits are drastically different between all of these plants. (Photo 
Sources: Steve Dewey of Utah State University and Christine Gelley of OSU Extension) 

There are 21 knapweed species and three hybrid knapweeds present in North America. 
All of them are exotic. They originally arrived with settlers from Europe and Asia in the 
late-1800s and early 1900s in contaminated hay. Contaminated hay continues to be one 
of the leading ways seed spreads throughout ecosystems. It is how we suspect it was 
introduced in our region as well. Spotted knapweed is just one of six especially 
problematic knapweeds that now colonize over five million acres of rangelands, 
pastures, crop fields, and waste spaces across the continent. It is also the most 
prevalent and has been detected in 46 states as of 2015. 

Mowing for control is marginally successful. It does help prevent the development of 
seed, but the plant is able to flower below the height of a mower deck. Biological control 
using various insects has proven beneficial in western systems but are difficult to secure 
in the eastern part of the United States. Chemical treatment with readily available 
broadleaf herbicides and glyphosate for spot treatment has been successful in grass 
pastures of our region if timed appropriately. Adequately fertilizing pastures can be 
helpful for increasing the health and competitiveness of desirable plants against the 
onslaught of this invader. 

Some commonly used broadleaf herbicides that are also effective on spotted knapweed 
include: 

· Aminopyralid 
· Aminopyralid + 2,4-D 
· Clopyralid 3, 
· 2,4-D amine or ester 
· Dicamba 
· Dicamba + 2,4-D 
· Picloram 22K 
· Others may work as well, but effectiveness is unknown or only considered 

fair in comparison. 



Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
 Ashtabula, Portage and Trumbull Counties 

 
 
 
 

5 

The best control tools for spotted knapweed and many other weeds are early detection 
and early action. Hand pulling and spot spraying young plants that are few and far 
between can be effective on new invasions. However, heavy infestations will likely take 
a more creative and lengthy approach to treat including a combination of management 
tactics. 

If you come across something you suspect might be spotted knapweed or another 
broadleaf weed that is unfamiliar, please contact your county Extension office for 
assistance with identification and corresponding treatment, especially for those with 
toxicity concerns for livestock. Examples of other high-profile weeds include: poison 
hemlock, the nightshades, pokeweed, cress-leaf groundsel, milkweed, hemp dogbane, 
buttercup, and more. There are some ways that you can streamline the identification 
process and improve the swiftness of a determination when seeking assistance. 

If you bring in a plant sample to an office for identification, bring a whole plant- roots, 
stems, leaves, flowers, and all. Also, take a photo of the environment it was taken from. 
When submitting a photograph or video sample take a shot from far away including the 
surrounding location where the plant was found. Then take shots up close and in focus 
that capture all sides of the specimen- top side, under side, and side view. Also include 
an “element of scale”. This is a common item that everyone should have in their home 
that can be used to compare size (ex: a ruler, a pop can, a business card, etc.). 

In pasture systems, I define a weed as a plant that has the potential to harm livestock 
either by poisoning, suppressing the growth of desirable plants, destroying fence, 
causing skin irritation or injury, and those that reduce by-product value by contaminating 
hair and hide. 

In all cases, getting a confirmed weed I.D. is critical for appropriate treatment, early 
detection will minimize damages, and integrating multiple control methods into the 
treatment plan will yield the best results. 

References: 
Duncan, Celestine, et al. Biology, Ecology and Management of Montana 
Knapweeds. Edited by Hilary Parkinson and Jane Mangold, EB2014, Montana State 
University, 2011. 
Winston, Rachel, et al. Biology and Biological Control of Knapweeds. U.S. Dept. of 
Agriculture, Forest Service, Forest Health Technology Enterprise Team, 2015. 
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Becoming a Certified Crop Adviser and Exam Prep 
Options 
Practicing agronomists can highlight their knowledge, experience, and dedication to 
crop production advising through the Certified Crop Adviser (CCA) program. The 
program provides a professional benchmark for agronomists in the United States and 
Canada. To become certified, individuals must have a mix of experience, education, 
sign a code of ethics, and pass two exams. In addition, to maintain their certification, 
they must earn 40 hours of continuing education credits every two years.  
The first step to becoming a CCA is to pass both the international and local exams. Both 
exams are scheduled and taken online. The International Exam is available 
continuously throughout the year. The local exam is given during a specific period, twice 
a year. The next local exam opportunity is February 2-9, 2022. The registration deadline 
is January 5, 2022. You can schedule for one or both exams today 
at https://www.certifiedcropadviser.org/exams/. 
 
Ohio State University Extension has provided an annual in-person review course for 
several years. We are now offering that course in two formats, online and in-person. 
Both courses provide an overview of the four objective areas of crop management, 
nutrient management, pest management, and soil and water management tested on the 
International and local exams. Both courses are a good review for recent graduates 
beginning their careers or seasoned agronomists who have been away from the 
classroom. 
 
The online course provides presentations, study references, and quizzes. You can 
register for the course now through November 15, 2021, at the cost of $155.  The 
course fee covers 24/7 access to course content through February 15, 2022. Purchase 
of suggested publications is optional. To register and make the secure online payment 
use the link https://go.osu.edu/ccaonline.  
 
January 12-13, 2022, will be our next in-person course. We will meet at the Shelby 
County Ag Building, 810-820 Fair Rd, Sidney, Ohio 45365. Course and registration 
details will be in the October 25 C.O.R.N. Newsletter edition. The course fee of $250 
includes publications, instruction, and two lunches. Course registration is limited to 25 
participants. 
 
Ohio Agri-Business Association administers the Ohio CCA program. For more Ohio 
Program information, see https://oaba.net/aws/OABA/pt/sp/cca. 
 
 



Northeast Ohio Agriculture  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
 Ashtabula, Portage and Trumbull Counties 

 
 
 
 

7 

EXTENSION TALK: Beef Banquet Tickets Available   
By: Andrew Holden  
   
Hello, Ashtabula County! Harvest time has begun here in Ashtabula County. All 
across the county grapes and apples are being picked, soybeans are being combined, 
and even some 3rd cutting hay is being made. The last few weeks I saw many local 
producers harvesting soybeans across the county. With some dry weather between 
rains, those with mature soybeans were able to take advantage and start 
combining. Hopefully we will continue to see favorable weather as we continue into 
autumn.   
 
Today I have two announcements to make regarding upcoming events. The first being 
this years Beef Banquet being held by the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s 
Association. Second is upcoming dates for ODA Pesticide Applicator Testing.   
Enjoy this great time of year and be safe out on the roads during harvest.  
  

****** 
  
The Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association will be holding the 32nd Ashtabula 
County Beef Banquet on Saturday, November 6th at the Expo Building at the Ashtabula 
County Fairgrounds in Jefferson. The dinner will begin at 7:00 p.m.  
Banquet activities will include an excellent prime rib dinner, entertainment; ticket 
drawing prizes; and fine fellowship. Tickets for the banquet can be purchased from the 
Directors of the Cattlemen’s Association. To purchase/reserve banquet tickets, call or 
text a director:   
 
David Nye 330-559-9846   Bryan Elliot 330-240-5533    
Zach Ward 440-666-3793   Garret Love 419-566-6570    
Evan Flack 440-221-1668   OSU Extension 440-576-9008   
  
Tickets are $30 per person. Call the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008 
for more information or to purchase a ticket. Ticket reservations should be made prior to 
October 29th, 2021.  
 
This is one of the best meals in the county and always a great time for all who attend, 
get your ticket now before they run out!  
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Testing dates here in Ashtabula County include:  
October 12th, 2021- 9:00AM  
December 6th, 2021 - 9:00AM   
Maximum 30 per session, so sign up now!  
You can register at www.agri.ohio.gov  or call: 614-728-6987  
  
Please contact me with any questions or to purchase study material.   
  
   
Latest Ashtabula County Plat Book now $10 off! 
By: Jenna Hoyt 
 
The latest edition of the Ashtabula County Plat Book is now on sale foe $10 less and 
can be purchased for $15 + tax at Ashtabula County - OSU Extension Office located at 
39 Wall Street in Jefferson. Premium wall maps are also available. For more information 
contact the office at (440) 576-9008. Traditional landownership maps by township and 
range, a landowner index for easy cross referencing, and other county information are 
all available in the new plat book. Visit mappingsolutionsGIS.com for digital versions of 
Ashtabula County landowner maps. Mapping Solutions is the publisher. 
 
 



 

 
 

 
November 6th, 2021 - 7:00 p.m. 
Expo Building at the Fairgrounds 
127 N Elm St, Jefferson, OH 44047 

 
Tickets for the prime rib dinner are $30 per person. The dinner is dine-in only. Ticket 
includes your 2021 membership into the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association.  

 

This year’s banquet will include live entertainment, ticket drawing prizes, and a great 
Prime Rib Dinner! 

 

To purchase/reserve banquet tickets, call or text a director:  

David Nye 330-559-9846  Bryan Elliot 330-240-5533    
Zach Ward 440-666-3793  Garret Love 419-566-6570    
Evan Flack 440-221-1668  OSU Extension 440-576-9008   
 

New this year: Tickets can now be purchased through Venmo 
Send your name(s) and $30 per ticket to @ashcattlemans or scan QR: 
Ticket reservations are required by October 29th, 2021 to     
ensure adequate meal preparations can made. 
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