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Hello, Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties!

Harvest continues to roll across Northeast Ohio and it appears as 
this week’s weather with allow us to continue a very nice harvest 
season.  As you harvest, we are busy planning for our winter 
Extension programs across the region.  If there are specific 
subjects that you would like to see offered, please let us know.

Even though we are planning, we have some great fall tours and 
workshops already lined up.  Hope to see you at the beef twilight 
tour, timber class, beef banquet, or the photography class.  Have a 
good and safe week.

David Marrison 
Extension Educator 
Ag & Natural Resources
Ashtabula County

Lee Beers
Extension Educator 
Ag & Natural Resources
Trumbull County
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UPDATE – Changes to OSU Extension’s Timber Classes 
By Lee Beers 
 
Northeast Ohio and Northwest Pennsylvania contain large amounts of forested land, with many land owners 
unaware of the value or health of their forested property. OSU Extension in Northeast Ohio will be offering 
several events over the next few months to help forest owners determine the value of their forest for timber, 
maple syrup production, or other non-traditional uses. The goal of these events will be to teach participants 
forest management practices that promote and maintain healthy working forests that are free of invasive 
species and that will continue to produce for many generations.  
 
Three informational “Timber Harvesting and Forest Management” classes are currently scheduled to help 
landowners determine the value in their forest BEFORE someone knocks on your door asking to harvest your 
timber. Classes scheduled for October 12th in Trumbull County, and October 19th in Geauga County 
have been CANCELED due to low registration numbers. We will be holding one class for NE Ohio on 
October 26th in Ashtabula County from 6-9pm at the OSU Extension office in Jefferson, OH.  
 
To register for the Timber Harvesting and Forest Management class on October 26th, call 330-638-6783 or 
email Lee Beers (beers.66@osu.edu).  
 
Economics of GMOs (Part III)- True Cost of Herbicides 
By Emily Adams, Coshocton County ANR Educator 
 
Today I’ll conclude my three part series about the economic impact of GMO crops. Last week we talked about 
how the use of herbicides has changed with the introduction of herbicide tolerant crops. Now we’ll look at what 
the real cost of managing resistant weeds can be. Herbicides can be expensive. Is it really worth the 
investment to take a multistep approach to weed control? 
 
Managing for resistance can be costly. Here in Coshocton County one of the most 
prevalent glyphosate resistant weeds is marestail. But another weed that is 
appearing more often here in Ohio is palmer amaranth. It can be devastating as it 
is very aggressive and can quickly take over fields. In the southern US some 
farmers have resorted to hand weeding and even having to mow severely infested 
fields. A 2010 survey found that the cost of managing to control for glyphosate 
resistant palmer amaranth cost $16 per acre for corn and $21 per acre for 
soybeans.  
  
An article was published earlier this year in “Weed Science” looking at the economic returns to herbicide 
resistance management in the short and long run. It estimates the economic trade-offs of managing to prevent 
weed resistance. This study looked out at the next 20 years and compared managing for resistance with not 
actively managing for resistance.  
Overall, implementing a herbicide program that manages for resistant weeds increases the long-run costs of 
herbicide applications by $2.20 to $7.10 per acre. Although managing resistance costs more in the short term, 
it also increase long-run average yields. Yield gains range from 4.3 to 10.9 percent.  
Because long-run average gross revenues increase by a greater percentage than long-run average costs, 
long-run profits increase when managing for resistant weeds. This suggests that there is a substantial gain 
over a 20 year horizon from managing resistance. Long-run average profits increase by  

 $22.60 per acre per year for soybean, 
 $55.80 per acre per year for corn-soybean rotation, 
 $64.30 per acre a year for corn.  

 
The first year affects profit. You have to look at it as an investment. On average the study found that profits will 
be reduced the first year, but that they will increase by the second year for continuous corn, continuous 



 
Northeast Ohio Agriculture 2 OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
  Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 

soybeans, as well as corn-soybean rotations. The big take away from this article is that model results found 
that managing resistance can pay for itself within 2 to 3 years.  
 
Another interesting part of the study looked at the neighbor effect. If your neighbor does not manage for 
resistance at all, then this can affect your profit advantage. This is demonstrated mostly in continuous 
soybeans. So we all have to do our part to make one another more profitable in the long run. 
 
Barry Ward, OSU Extension’s Leader of Production Business Management, shared at Farm Science Review 
this year that most of our input costs for corn, soybeans, and wheat should remain flat in 2017. However, net 
profit is looking slim at best because of the excess supply. It will be tempting to cut costs wherever possible.  
 
Be wise about cutting costs with your herbicide program. Remember that using herbicides with different modes 
of action is critical in managing for herbicide resistance in weeds. The Weed Control Guide is an excellent 
source of information for planning your best management practices. You can find this online at 
u.osu.edu/osuweeds or purchase a printed book at our Extension Office. 
 
An Open Letter to the Seed Industry Regarding the Efficacy of Cry1F Bt Against Western Bean 
Cutworm 
By Andy Michel and Kelly Tilmon 
Source: http://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2016-33/open-letter-regarding-efficacy-cry1f-trait-
western-bean-cutworm 
 
This open letter was prepared by the undersigned extension entomologists from the Great Lakes Region 
regarding the efficacy of the Cry1F (Herculex 1, TC1507) trait on western bean cutworm (WBC; Striacosta 
albicosta). We strongly urge seed companies to remove the designation of “control” for this pest with regard to 
this toxin. 
 
At the time Cry1F received regulatory approval in 2001, western bean cutworm was found in the far western 
Corn Belt (Colorado, Idaho, Nebraska, and Wyoming), with occasional movement into western Iowa. Indeed, 
EPA’s original Biopesticide Registration Action Document (BRAD) for Cry1F Bt corn, published in August 2001, 
did not even mention WBC. Instead, 
the following language was used: 
“The registrant-submitted data 
indicate that Cry1F protected corn 
offers excellent control of European 
corn borer, southwestern corn borer, 
fall armyworm, black cutworm, and 
suppression for the corn earworm.” 
 
References to Cry1F giving 
“excellent protection” against WBC 
began to appear in marketing 
literature only after Iowa State 
University entomologists 
documented its eastward range 
expansion and the first economic 
damage in that state. Presumably 
this rating was based on a limited 
number of lab assays and field trials done in pure Bt stands, not Refuge-in-a-Bag hybrids. 
 
The rapid eastward range expansion of WBC across the central Corn Belt into the Great Lakes Region 
resulted in a dramatic increase in the number of WBC-infested acres in a short time period. This created a 
large-scale “efficacy test” of Cry1F hybrids to (as stated in the BRAD) “provide highly efficacious control of key 
Lepidopteran pests,” “reduce the use of more toxic chemical insecticides” and “reduce levels of mycotoxin in 
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corn.” In all these regards, Cry1F has failed in our states. This season in particular, the level of larval 
infestation and damage is troubling in both single and pyramided Refuge-in-a-Bag hybrids from multiple seed 
companies. 
 
Wherever Cry1F is challenged by WBC, it fails to provide observable benefit to producers. We have collectively 
fielded dozens of phone calls and emails, and visited numerous fields; we know that our agribusiness contacts 
and seed industry agronomists have responded to many more, and corn acres were sprayed with both 
insecticides and fungicides (most too late and with little hope of benefit). People are frustrated and angry and, 
more importantly, yield was lost. Growers purchased Cry1F hybrids with the understanding that the trait 
provides “control,” thus negating the need to scout for egg masses or larvae in those fields. When the visible 
manifestations of damage became apparent late in the season, such as the intense ear-feeding we witnessed, 
it was far too late for rescue treatments. 
 
As the fall progresses and damaged corn is harvested, additional issues are sure to arise regarding quality and 
mycotoxin levels. The severity of the latter will largely be dependent on weather conditions favorable for ear 
mold development. What is certain is that many damaged ears are primed for fungal colonization and quality 
loss. 
 
As extension educators and specialists, we can no longer refer to Cry1F as providing WBC control. In fact the 
opposite is true, and our extension recommendations (including the Handy Bt Trait Table) will be changing to 
classify Cry1F hybrids for WBC the same as non-Bt, Cry1Ab, or double/ triple pro hybrids, all of which provide 
no control. In other words, we believe that Cry1F fields must be scouted for egg masses and sprayed with 
foliar insecticides if needed, the same as a non-Bt corn. Western bean cutworm is now the PRIMARY 
Lepidopteran ear pest in many parts of the Great Lakes region. For growers in our states, the costs of scouting 
and spraying Cry1F corn negates a major reason they purchased and planted a hybrid with the trait in the first 
place. 
 
Before growers make seed choices for 2017, we again urge the seed industry to acknowledge the reality of 
what is happening in the field, and to reclassify Cry1F in hybrid fact sheets, technical use agreements, and 
other educational materials. This would reduce grower expectations of Cry1F and allow local agricultural 
professionals to deal with their customers in a more truthful manner, in a way that allows for protection against 
yield loss. We also urge the industry to regard western bean cutworm as a primary, not a secondary, pest.  
 
Doing nothing risks alienating those close to the situation, including field agronomists, consultants, university 
extension staff and (most importantly) corn growers themselves who have a vested interest in finding effective 
pest management solutions for a growing world. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Chris DiFonzo, Michigan State University 
Dr. Christian Krupke, Purdue University Dr. Andy Michel, The Ohio State University 
Dr. Elson Shields, Cornell University 
Dr. Kelley Tilmon, The Ohio State University 
Dr. John Tooker, Pennsylvania State University 
 
Brown Pods, Green Stems 
By: Andy Michel, Dr. Kelly Tilmon 
Source: http://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2016-33/brown-pods-green-stems 
 
Last week, we received a few comments about soybeans having mature pods, but the stems remaining green. 
Similar observations were made in 2012…another dry year. Green stems on soybean may be a result of a 
source/sink problem. With the hot and dry conditions this year, pod set was likely reduced. With a limited 
number of pods (sink), there are fewer places for the plant’s photosynthates (source) to go. 
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From previously conducted work by Dr. Jim Beuerlein, when soybean pods were removed from a plant node 
when they first formed and started to expand, the leaf at that node stayed green after the rest of the plant 

matured. If all the small pods were removed from a branch 
on a plant, that branch did not mature. Further, if setting of 
pods were prevented on the main stem of a plant but pods 
allowed to develop normally on the branches, those 
branches matured normally while the main stem stayed 
green and held onto its leaves. Anatomical studies of the flow 
of carbohydrates within a plant show that each leaf fills the 
pods at its node only, but if all its carbohydrates are not 
needed at that node, the extra will move to the next lower 
node. Therefore, soybean plants digest their leaves, petioles 
and stems to complete the pod filling process and add a few 
more bushels per acre. If the digestion of plant parts is not 
needed to complete pod fill, then these plant parts remain 
green. 

 
Another possible cause of stay green syndrome might be stink 
bug feeding. As the bugs feed, they inject saliva which may 
impact the plant’s physiology to remain green. In 2012, some 
acres of green stem were known to have stink bug 
infestations, especially along the edge. We have seen similar 
fields with stink bug pressure in 2016. To check for stink bug 
feeding, open a few pods and look for shriveled or flat seeds 
(see Figure for stink bug damaged seed) that may indicate 
stink bug feeding.  

 
Grazing Bites for October 2016 
By Victor Shelton, NRCS State Agronomist/Grazing Specialist 
Source: http://u.osu.edu/beef/2016/10/05/grazing-bites-for-october-2016/#more-2444 
 
I’m writing this the last week of September. It is surprising how warm most of September was and even at the 
end of the month, even warm weather loving people were wondering how long this Indian summer will last. 
This type of weather, along with more than adequate moisture in a lot of the Indiana, means more opportunity 
and time to grow forage. Usually by this time of year, we are living on borrowed days if we are relying on a lot 
more forage growth. Too often, the first indications of winter weather are closing in by now, with the first frost 
just days away. As I walked along the pasture early this morning, it certainly didn’t seem like fall, even though 
the calendar tells me differently. I felt a slight glisten of sweat on my brow while at the same time listening to 
squirrels cutting really hard in nearby trees. Do they know something I don’t know? I’ve mentioned some 
natural winter indicators in the past; but I won’t go there today. I will say, that I’m usually wrong when I forecast 
what I think the winter will be like…so I’ll predict that it will be very cold with a lot of snow! 
 
It is somewhat understandable to see isolated hay fields still being cut for hay if they don’t have the 
infrastructure for grazing. Quite a bit of that very late hay may not have enough yield to warrant baling it 
though. I’ll not go to deep into the economics of it; but I do believe that most would agree that you need a fair 
amount of forage present to harvest before you can really truthfully justify taking that cutting. That is, of course, 
true anytime of the year, but perhaps even more important in the fall because you also need to consider that 
most forage species do overwinter better and will respond better the next spring if some residual is left behind. 
That residual is generally three or four inches for most grasses and at least six inches for alfalfa. With years 
like this one, you could easily have 15 inches or more of growth depending on when you cut it last. Cutting it 
now would cause the plant to continue to pull from root reserves and have potential to increase winter issues. 
Holding off until the plant goes dormant after the first hard freeze doesn’t seem to jeopardize the plant as much 
if you have the conditions to dry it. Grasses react pretty much the same way. Waiting until they go dormant 
won’t slow spring growth and you also maximize any potential growth. Like normal, I’m getting sidetracked like 
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a rabbit dog on two hot trails. 
 
No matter how much forage is present in a field, there is a fixed cost for the mowing, raking, and tedding if 
needed. The more yield or tonnage per acre, the less cost per bale or ton for the fixed costs. If a wheel is 
turning, you are spending money. The baling cost remains the same because it is normally figured on a per 
bale basis. The higher the yield, the more fixed costs are divvied up. I usually figure that it should yield at least 
two large round bales per acre to justify haying it to keep the actual cost per bale within reason, otherwise, you 
might be better off buying the hay instead and I didn’t even mention nutrient removal. Small bales, if the quality 
is there, seem to be easier to absorb the extra costs, especially if you are selling some of it. Grazing it is still 
the best option if you have the infrastructure in place to do it under those lower yield circumstances. 
I am totally amazed at how much growth there has been on pastures this fall. I think there is probably going to 
be some grass based fields this year that may get close to seven ton production. I realize that does not hold 
true for every part of Indiana, especially parts of the northeastern Indiana, but it has, for the most part, been an 
exceptional year. Most of the cool-season forages did not have a dormant period this summer, and they never 
quit growing either…and neither did my yard. 
 
There is more density to a lot of the stands this fall; rain does grow grass! One particular small hay field that I 
didn’t think had much forage on it and even questioned if it was worth haying yielded over two and a half tons 
per acre in that cutting. A lot of the stockpiled forage this fall will be in that same category. There is more there 
than appears to be. 
 
I sampled one paddock by doing a couple clippings. If you want a more accurate estimate, clip a known block 
(I use a 12 x 23 inch square made of rebar, that’s 1.92ft2), dry it, weigh it in grams, and multiply that dry weight 
by 50 to get pounds per acre dry weight. The clippings indicated about 4,200 pounds per acre total forage. 
That is a lot of standing “hay” that will be some great grazing. Strip grazed, it will be more efficient than haying 
it. 
 
It is a good time (like there is never a good time) to walk your pastures and do a quick evaluation. I would note 
what the dominant forage species are, how much legume is present, and any weed issues. Pastures that are 
dominantly orchardgrass, brome, or ryegrass should be grazed first and ideally after they have gone dormant 
(quit growing). When tall fescue is present, is the best to leave it for late fall and winter grazing because it 
holds its nutritional value the best. If fields are heavy in weeds, then it would be best to not graze those too 
tight this fall. One of our best ways to deter weeds in pastures is to maintain competition for them. We want 
those desirable forages to take off quickly next spring and compete with opportunist weeds. The more reserve 
they have in live plant above ground residual and roots, the quicker they will respond and provide that needed 
competition. 
 
Some perennial weeds, especially if they have been clipped and are trying to regrow from stored reserves, 
could be sprayed and controlled if it is a real issue. The plant does need to still be actively growing to achieve 
the best results. If that perennial weed is still actively growing (regrowth), then the herbicide will have better 
results and more likely to get a good kill. Spot spraying, or if possible, using a rope wick type system will 
reduce the loss of good forbs and legumes that you want to keep. 
 
Fall is usually a good time to check over fences and make sure everything is ready for winter. It is also a good 
time to take soil samples and see if your pastures need any nutrients. Soil samples can be taken until the 
ground freezes. Nutrients can be added and certainly lime can be added as well. If the pH is lower than 6.2, 
then you are starting to tie up nutrient availability and you will find it harder to maintain and establish clover. 
Even though it is usually best to apply any lime needed at least six months in advance of a new seeding of 
legumes or pasture in general, it is still better to apply than not apply if you will be frost-seeding any clover later 
in the winter. 
 
I’m seeing more summer annual warm-season grasses; such as sudangrass or sorghum-sudangrass hybrids 
in and out of mixes being used for summer cover crops on fallow land. One of their many attributes is being 
quality feed. These can be grazed late in the summer and early fall providing large amounts of grazable forage 
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if planted early enough and under good growing conditions. We do need to remember that sudangrass and 
sorghum-sudan hybrids, and johnsongrass produce a cyanide compound when frosted causing the production 
of the prussic acid. Livestock should be removed from these forages for at least two weeks to allow for the 
forages to “dry down” and the prussic acid to dissipate before grazing again. These forages can be harvested 
for balage right after being frosted and later fed as long as they are allowed their normal fermentation process 
time period of three or four weeks. Frosted areas could be only “pockets” in a field to start with. Any regrowth 
from the base of the plant after a frost can also be very high in prussic acid. If in doubt about nitrates or prussic 
acid – test before feeding or grazing! 
 
I’d better get back to my fall work. Keep on grazing! 

 
Ashtabula County Hiring SNAP-ED Program Assistant 
OSU Extension is taking applications for a SNAP-Ed Program Assistant for OSU Extension in Ashtabula 
County.  This position will use standardized curriculum materials to teach food, nutrition, food resource 
management, and other related topics to low-income adults, youth, and/or families as part of the Education 
branch of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP-Ed).  This is a 30 hour per week grant-
funded position.  The position is located at the Ashtabula County Extension office in Jefferson, Ohio.   
 
The job requirements include: Bachelor’s degree in Nutrition, Family & Consumer Sciences, or other related 
field; experience working in low-income environments, teaching to a variety of audiences (youth/adults), and 
knowledge of nutrition or other health-related topics. More information about this position can be obtained at: 
http://www.jobsatosu.com/postings/73564.  Applications will be taken until October 16, 2016. More information 
can be obtained by calling the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008. 
 
Northeast Ohio Beef Twilight Tour to be Held on October 27, 2016 

OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association invite area 
beef producers to attend the 2016 Northeast Ohio Fall Beef Twilight Tour on 
Thursday, October 27, 2016 at Pyma Love Farm located at 16183 Phelps Road 
just over the Ohio border in Linesville, PA.  The Love Family has been operating 
this farm since 1953.  This multi-generation farm family manages 70 Angus cows 
and their calves.  They farm 100 acres of hay and manage 15 rotationally grazed 
paddocks spread over 107 acres. 

During the tour, participants will learn more about the 40’ by 144’ pack barn built in 
2014 and how a 12’ covered feed alley added in 2015 has reduced hay waste by 
almost 50%.  See the new 40’ by 104’ manure storage building built in 2015.   

During the tour, participants will see a demonstration of the Hustler Bale Processor 

which allows for the easy feeding of the herd both in the barn and in 
the pasture.  This method of pasture feeding is more efficient than in 
round bale feeders.  Learn how this feeding method is reducing 
pasture damage, increasing pasture quality, and allows the entire herd 
equal access to quality feed. Learn how water is being provided to 
each of the paddocks. 

Participants will also learn about the farm’s handling center complete 
with a calf processing table.  Learn more about “Bud Box” cattle 
movement system.  Learn more about their feeding program and how 
an all-natural mineral program (Thorvin Kelp and Salt Mix) is utilized.  Learn how offspring are raised to 
become replacements, sold as bulls, or raised as grass fed or grain feed freezer beef.  This tour will provide a 
lot of great ideas for beef producers to take back to their operations. 
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The farm is located at 16183 Phelps Road.  The farm is 1.1 mile south of 
Footville-Richmond Road.  Phelps Road is 1.2 miles east of the Pymatuning 
Lake Road and Footville Road intersection.  Dress for the weather as the tour 
will be held rain or shine!  To ensure biosecurity, all participants will be asked 
to wear protective plastic boots (provided).  All-beef hamburgers and hotdogs 

prepared by Cherry Valley Processing will 
be served at the conclusion of the program. 
All northeast Ohio and northwest 
Pennsylvania beef producers and industry 
people are invited.  This twilight tour is sponsored by the Ashtabula County 
Cattlemen’s Association, OSU Extension, and Pyma-Love Farm.  No 
reservations are needed.  For more information or for directions call the 
OSU Extension office (Ashtabula County) at 440-576-9008.  A program flyer 
can be also be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events 

 
 
27th Annual Ashtabula County Beef Banquet to be held on November 12, 2016 in Lenox, Ohio 
OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s Association will be holding their 27th annual banquet on 
Saturday, November 12 at the Lenox Community Center beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Banquet activities will include 
a prime rib dinner; business meeting; election of two members to the Ashtabula County Cattlemen’s board of 
directors; entertainment; door prizes; and fine fellowship.   
 
Tickets for the banquet can be purchased from the Directors of the Cattlemen’s Association.  Directors are: 
Bob & Tyler Brown, Dorset Township; Bart Kanicki, Pierpont Township; David Nye, Hartsgrove Township and 
Zach Ward, Austinburg Township.  Tickets are $25 per person. Call the Ashtabula County Extension office at 
440-576-9008 for more information.  Pre-reservations should be made by November 4, 2016. A program flyer 
can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events 
 
New Ashtabula County Master Gardeners Sought 
The Ashtabula County Extension office is taking applications from Ashtabula County residents for the 2017 
Ashtabula & Lake County Master Gardener training program.  If you have a strong interest in gardening and 
enjoy helping others, you are invited to apply to become an Ohio State University Extension Master Gardener 
volunteer for Ashtabula County.   
 
To become an OSU Extension Master Garden volunteer, you must attend 11 training sessions held from 
January to April 2017 and volunteer 50 hours of horticultural service to the community through Extension 
educational programming after the training.  Such service could include teaching adults and youth about 
gardening, planting and maintaining Extension demonstration gardens, answering gardening questions from 
the public, judging flower and vegetable projects at local fairs, or assisting community garden participants.   
As a benefit of becoming a Master Gardener, you will increase your knowledge and understanding of such 
varied horticultural topics as best cultural practices for growing flowers and vegetables, house plant care, plant 
disease, lawn care, and insect pest identification and control and much, much more. 
 
Course topics include: history of OSU Extension, plant physiology, soils, composting, fertilizers, herbs, 
houseplants, plant propagation, plant pathology, diagnostics, entomology, integrated pest management, 
vegetables, lawns, woody ornamentals, fruits, landscape maintenance, and making effective presentations. 
 
Two informational meetings will be held for those interested in being selected for the 2017 training program.  
These meetings will be Wednesday, October 12, 2016 from 9:00 to 9:45 a.m. and Tuesday, October 18, 2016 
from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. in the downstairs meeting room of the OSU Extension office at 39 Wall Street in 
Jefferson.  Specifics with regards to the application process, training schedule, course fee, and fingerprinting 
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requirements will be shared at this meeting.  It is recommended that applicants attend one of these orientation 
meetings to have their specific questions answered. 
 
The dates for this year’s training program are: January 25; February 1, 9, 15 & 22; March 1, 8, 15 & 22 and 
April 5 & 19.  This program is taught in conjunction with the Lake County Master Gardener program.  Five of 
the sessions will be taught at the Ashtabula County Extension Office in Jefferson and five will be taught in Lake 
County.  All courses will be taught from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  There is a $210 course fee that covers course 
materials, refreshments, and speaker travel costs. Registration is limited and all applications are due by 
November 1, 2016.  Please call the Ashtabula County Extension Office at 440-576-9008 for more information 
or for a complete application packet.    
 
Introduction to Photography Class 
Trumbull County Master Gardeners will be offering an Introduction to Photography class on Thursday, October 
20th at 10am at the Trumbull County Ag and Family Education Center in Cortland, OH. OSU Extension’s own 
Erika Lyon will be talking about how to choose the proper equipment, camera settings, and other topics that 
will help you take better pictures of your flowers, family, or even that bug you need to have identified. Erika is 
an award winning photographer who has built an extensive portfolio throughout her travels in the US. You can 
view a sample of her work at https://www.flickr.com/photos/ellyon/. 
 
The class is open to everyone, and the cost is $25/person ($10/person for current Trumbull MGVs). 
Registration is available at the door, but space is limited so please call 330-638-6783 or email 
beers.66@osu.edu to reserve your spot. We will be outside for a portion of the class so dress appropriately for 
the weather, and please bring your camera if you have one.  
 
 
David’s Weekly News Column 
Published on October 12, 2016 in the Jefferson Gazette & October 16, 2016 in the Star Beacon 
 
Hello, Ashtabula County!  It is starting to look a lot like fall across the region.  It has been great to see the 
progress we have made on soybean harvest across the county. I am hearing great reports on soybean yields 
and moisture levels.  It looks to be a bin-busting year for most of our farmers.  Today, I would like share that 
we are looking for another SNAP-Ed Program Assistant for Ashtabula County and to inform landowners of a 
great woodland clinic which will be held in Northeast Ohio over the next few weeks. 

****** 
OSU Extension is taking applications for a SNAP-Ed Program Assistant for OSU 
Extension in Ashtabula County.  Currently, we have Kelly Kanicki and Tammy 
Glover providing food and nutrition education to both adults and children across 
our great county.  Best of all, these positions are completely funded through 
federal dollars. We are excited that additional federal dollars have been allocated 
allowing us to hire another program assistant. 
 
So what will this person do?  As with Kelly and Tammy, this program assistant will 
utilize standardized curriculum materials to teach food, nutrition, food resource 
management, and other related topics to low-income adults, youth, and/or families 
as part of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP-Ed).  This is a 30 hour per week position and 
will work out of the Ashtabula County Extension office in Jefferson, Ohio.   
 
The job requirements include: Bachelor’s degree in Nutrition, Family & Consumer Sciences, or other related 
field; experience working in low-income environments, teaching to a variety of audiences (youth/adults), and 
knowledge of nutrition or other health-related topics. More information about this position can be obtained at: 
http://www.jobsatosu.com/postings/73564. Please note that the applications will be taken only until October 16, 
2016 and we plan to interview on Monday, October 24. More information can be obtained by calling the 
Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008. 

****** 
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Do you own 10 acres or more of woods?  Have you ever wondered how you could better manage this 
acreage? If so, than you might want to consider attending the “Timber Harvesting and Forest Management” 
workshop being offered by OSU Extension this month.  During the class, our instructors will help participants 
assess what they have in their woods and then make a plan for the future.   
 
This program will look at a variety of ways to approach woodland management that will result in healthy 
thriving woodland.   During the class, participants will learn how to complete a forest inventory assessment, 
how to improve the overall health of the woods, and learn about the potential of maple syrup production. 
 
This event is being sponsored by the OSU Extension offices in Ashtabula, Geauga and Trumbull, counties. 
The program will be repeated in each county and will be held from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. at each location.  The first 
day will be held tonight, October 12, at the Trumbull Agricultural Center in Cortland, Ohio.  The second offering 
of the class will be on October 19 at the Geauga County Extension office in Burton, Ohio.  And finally, we will 
be hosting the workshop on October 26 at the Ashtabula County Extension office in Jefferson, Ohio. 
 
Thanks to a state grant, there will be no charge to attend this program.  However, due to space limitations, we 
are asking for pre-registrations for the location of your choice. All the reservations for these three programs are 
being taken by the Trumbull County Extension office.  To register call the Trumbull County Extension office at 
330-638-6783 or email Lee Beers at beers.66@osu.edu.  I hope to see you at one of these programs!   
 
To close today’s column, I would like to share a quote Anne Lamott who stated, “Your problem is how you are 
going to spend this one odd and precious life you have been issued. Whether you're going to spend it trying to 
look good and creating the illusion that you have power over people and circumstances, or whether you are 
going to taste it, enjoy it and find out the truth about who you are.”  Have a good and safe day! 
	
Consider Growing Garlic 
By: Ashtabula County Master Gardeners 

 
As autumn approaches, we are busy harvesting the last of those homegrown veggies and anticipating garden 
cleanup! The valued processes of planning and then planting the garden are now behind us.  But wait!! There 
is one more crop we can plant as the snow and cold of winter become all too real. It's GARLIC!   
 
Garlic (Allium sativum) has been a cultivated vegetable for more than 5000 years. 
Through the ages it has been valued for both its culinary and therapeutic qualities. 
Meal preparation with your own home grown garlic adds that aromatic extra 
dimension to so many meals! Maybe now is the time to consider planting a small 
garlic bed.  
 
Choosing and preparing a site for your garlic bed is the first step. Starting out small, choose an area that is 
about two feet square. If you plant the cloves of two bulbs in that space it will yield around 20 bulbs of garlic.  
Garlic likes full sun and good drainage. The soil can be amended by mixing in a couple shovelfuls of compost 
and a handful of 10-10-10 fertilizer. Soil should be worked to a depth of 8 inches. This step should be done at 
least two weeks before planting. Garlic has few pest or disease problems. However, garlic hosts the same 
problems that can occur with other alliums such as onions, chives and leeks. It is wise to plant garlic in soil that 
has been free of other alliums for the previous three years. 
 
In choosing a variety of garlic to plant, it can be as complex or as simple as you wish. There are two main 
types of garlic – hardneck and softneck. This article will refer to hardneck  garlic that is planted in the fall and 
harvested in early July. A good place to start in the decision making process is a catalog describing the many 
varieties (cultivars) available. Many of the descriptions are like those of a fine wine, referring to characteristics 
like complexity, boldness and spiciness. Catalog searches will also give your information about size, taste, 
color and stability. In ordering garlic from a catalog, be sure it is recommended for your area. Another method 
is to go to your local mill and purchase a couple of bulbs from the varieties available.  
 



 
Northeast Ohio Agriculture 10 OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
  Ashtabula and Trumbull Counties 

Finally, you might choose from the varieties available at a local farm market. This method gives you a fresh, 
locally grown product. Using garlic purchased from the grocery store is not recommended.  You may never 
have to purchase garlic again, as you can use a portion of the garlic you harvest in July for planting the 
following October. 
 
On the day you are ready to plant, head for the garden with a trowel and the garlic bulbs. Separate the cloves 
from the bulb when you are ready to put them in the ground. This will require removing the outer coverings of 
the bulbs and then pulling the cloves away from the central stalk. Do not remove any covering from the 
individual cloves.  You will then have about 10 cloves per bulb and each will grow into a bulb. When the soil is 
well prepared, the planting process is an easy one. Each clove is planted pointy end UP, two to four inches 
deep and about six inches apart. Rows should be six to ten inches apart. Water the area well after planting. 
 
You may see the green spike of your garlic plant coming through the ground in late October or into November. 
Don’t worry about frost damage as it can withstand and even benefit from the freeze of winter. In fact it needs 
that freeze to stimulate the more rapid growth that will take place in the spring. To prevent ground heaving in 
the winter, a layer of leaf mulch, straw or grass clippings can be placed over the plants.  When the cold and 
snow of winter arrives, you can take pleasure in the thought that a very tasty portion of your garden is already 
planted and under way.  Happy garlic gardening!!  
 

 

 
 
David Marrison       Lee Beers 

Ashtabula County Extension Office    Trumbull County Extension Office 

39 Wall Street       520 West Main Street 

Jefferson, OH 44047      Cortland, OH 44410 

440-576-9008       330-638-6783 

marrison.2@osu.edu      beers.66@osu.edu 

ashtabula.osu.edu       trumbull.osu.edu 

 



Timber  Harvesting  and  Forest  
Management  

Topics  Will  Include:
•Woodland  Management

•Forest  Inventory  Assessment
• Introduction  to  Syrup  Production

•And  More!
Space  is  limited  to  first  40  

registrants.  Call  330-638-6783  or  
send  an  email  to  beers.66@osu.edu  

to  register  for  this  free  event.  

trumbull.osu.edu
CFAES  provides  research  and  related  educational  programs  to  clientele  on  a  

nondiscriminatory  basis.  For  more  information:  go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.

OHIO  STATE  UNIVERSITY  EXTENSION

You  own  the  woods  now  what  do  you  want  to  do  with  
it?   Landowners  have  lots  of  thoughts  about  what  they  
want  their  woodland  to  be.   Let's  explore  the  process  
of  figuring  out  what  you  have,  what  you  want  and  how  
to  get  there.   We  will  look  at  a  variety  of  ways  to  
approach  woodland  management  that  will  result  in  a  
healthy  thriving  woodland.  This  is  a  free event  
sponsored  by  OSU  Extension  in  Trumbull,  Ashtabula,  
and  Geauga  Counties.  For  more  information  or  to  
register  for  this  event  call  330-638-6783  or  email  Lee  
Beers  (beers.66@osu.edu).

October 26,  2016  – 6-9pm  
OSU  Extension Ashtabula  County

39  Wall  St.
Jefferson, OH  44047

*The  scheduled  events  in  Trumbull  and  Geauga  Counties  have  been  canceled.



Northeast Ohio “Snow Bird”  
Private Pesticide Applicator Re-Certification Session & 

Commercial Fertilizer Application Certification 
Thursday, November 17, 2016 

 at Trumbull County Extension Office, 520 West Main Street, Cortland, Ohio 44410 
 

Private Pesticide Recertification- Do you head south for the winter?  Does your Private Pesticide 
Applicator’s License expire on March 31, 2017?  If so, OSU Extension in Northeast Ohio has planned 
this session with you in mind!  Get your re-certification done early so you can stay in Florida 
longer!  This workshop will offer 3 credits for re-certification for CORE and All Categories    
(1-7). Private Pesticide Applicators from any county in Northeast Ohio are welcome to 
attend this session. This session will be held from 9:00 to 12:00 noon. 

 
Commercial Fertilizer Applicator Certification- A special afternoon session will be held from 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. for private pesticide applicators and area farmers who would like to 
complete their Commercial Fertilizer Application Certification.  Due to Ohio’s new 
legislation, any producer who applies commercial fertilizer to 50 or more acres must be 
certified by no later than September 30, 2017.  Attend this session to complete your 
certification.   
 
Additional private pesticide re-certification and commercial fertilizer certification sessions will be held in 
2017 on January 13 (Williamsfield), January 27 (Burton), and February 8 (Cortland). 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The registration fee is $35/per person for the morning private pesticide applicator re-certification.  There is no fee 
for the afternoon fertilizer certification session.  A lunch will be provided for those who are staying for the 
afternoon session for $10/person.  Pre-registration is required by November 8, 2016.  An additional late 
registration fee of $25 per person will be added for any registration received after November 8, 2016.  
Make checks payable to OSU Extension and mail to OSU Extension-Geauga County, PO Box 387, Burton, Ohio 
44021. More information can be obtained by calling the Geauga County Extension office 440-834-4656.   
 
Name________________________________  Pesticide Applicator Number______________ 

Address______________________________  Email address__________________________ 

City__________________________________  State____________ Zipcode_____________  

Phone Number_________________________  County________________________     

Check the Categories Needed for Re-certification __Core    __1   __2    __3   __4   __5   __6   __7 

Sessions I will be attending (check all that apply): 

Private Pesticide Applicator Re-Certification ($35 pre-registration)  $_____________ 

Lunch & Refreshments ($10 per person)      $_____________  

Commercial Fertilizer Applicator Certification ($0)    $_____________ 

Late Registration Fee ($25-if applicable)      $_____________ 

Total Fee Due          $_____________ 
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CFAES provides research and related educational programs 
to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 

information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 



Map to Trumbull County Extension Office 
 

 
Trumbull County Extension Office 

520 West Main Street, Suite 1 
Cortland, Ohio 44410 

330-638-6783 
http://trumbull.osu.edu 

 
 



	“Planning for the Future of Your Farm”  

 

 
This workshop is designed to help farm families develop a succession plan 

for their farm business.  Attend and learn ways to successfully transfer 
management skills and the farm’s business assets from one generation to 
the next.  Learn how to have the crucial conversations about the future of 

your farm.  This workshop will challenge farm families to actively plan for the 
future of the farm business.  Farm families are encouraged to bring 

members from each generation to the workshop. Plan today for the future 
success of your family business!	 

Featured Speakers Include: 

Robert Moore  
Attorney at Law, Wright & Moore Law Company.  
 
David Marrison 
OSU Associate Professor & Extension Educator for 
Ashtabula County 

 

 

Other Registration information: 

Registrations limited to first 40 persons. 
Pre-register by January 11, 2017 

Cost is $20 per person. 

Wednesday, January 18, 2017 
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Morning Refreshments & Registration Begins  
at 9:00 a.m. 

Ashtabula County Extension Office 
39 Wall Street  

Jefferson, Ohio 44047 
440-576-9008 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION  

Robert	Moore



        

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Session Topics 
 
 Key questions to answer when planning for the future of the family farm 

business 
 Family communication in the farm transition process 
 Analyzing the family farm business/keeping the business competitive into the 

future 
 Providing income for multiple generations 
 Developing the next generation of farm managers 
 Farm succession with multiple offspring and family members: Fair vs. Equal 
 Retirement strategies 
 Preparing for the un-expected 
 Strategies to get my farm and family affairs in order 
 Analyzing risk in today’s world 
 Long term health care issues and costs 
 Farm business structures and their role in estate and transition planning 
 Estate and transfer strategies 
 Buy/sell agreements 
 Trusts and life insurance 
 Tax implications of estate and transition planning 
 What will my lawyer need from me? 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Planning for the Future of Your Farm Registration 
 

Pre-registration is required.  The cost is $20 per person.  Registration deadline is January 11, 2017.  
Make Checks payable to OSU Extension.  Mail checks and registration to: OSU Extension- Ashtabula 
County, 39 Wall Street, Jefferson, Ohio 44047.  Please detach and return this form with your payment. 
 

Name of Attendee(s)________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone____________________________  Email_________________________________ 

$________$20 per person      For more information, call 440-576-9008 
 
Registration deadline is Wednesday, January 11, 2017.   
 
 

 

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on 

a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: 
http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.
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