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I hope everyone had a great Labor Day weekend.  I finally got to make some nice 2nd cutting hay early last week.  Boy, 
it has been tough to make dry hay this summer.  I think we have only had a couple 5 day stretches without rain.  It is 
nice to see the higher temperatures we have gotten these past 10 days- this will help push the corn and soybean 
crops along.  Overall, these crops don’t look bad considering all the rain we have received.  We were pleased that 
over 400 farmers and landowners were able to attend last Thursday’s nights CAUV meeting.  While we don’t like tax 
increases, it is nice to be able to plan for it and not be surprised in January when the tax bill hits.  
 
David Marrison, AG Educator 
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“CAUV Rates Are Increasing” Meeting Attended by over 400 Landowners 
A special meeting to discuss rising CAUV tax rates was attended by over 400 landowners on Thursday evening, 
August 28 at the Ashtabula County Fairgrounds. The objective of this meeting was to help 
landowners and farmers in Ashtabula County understand why their CAUV (Current 
Agricultural Use Valuation) land taxes would be increasing in the coming year.  Ashtabula 
County CAUV rates were updated in 2014 due to a state mandated sexennial reappraisal.  
Because of many factors (including higher crop prices, higher crop yields and a lower 
capitalization rate) property owners with land enrolled in CAUV will have their property 
taxes increase over 300% this year.  This translates to an increase of approximately $15 to 
$20 per acre.  For those who were not able to attend, the program handouts can be found at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-
handouts 
 
Western Bean Cutworm Research Comes to Close for 2014 
For the 4th consecutive fourth year, Ashtabula County Extension participated in a state-wide 
monitoring effort of the Western Bean Cutworm.  During early July through early August, the 
adult moths fly into Ohio and have the potential to lay eggs on the upper leaves of the corn 
plants.  If these eggs hatch, the larvae then feed on the tassels, silks or ears of the corn.  
Depending on the crop’s growth stage, yield losses could be significant.  In our monitoring for 
western bean cutworm adults, 4 traps were placed in various locations across Ashtabula County.  
Thank you to Howard Seavey, Joel Baldwin, Robert Marrison, and Tony Stocker for allowing me to 
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place traps on their property for this research. These traps were checked from June 22 through August 29. Last year 
we found 178 moths in the 4 Ashtabula County traps (these numbers were significantly lower when compared to 
2012). However this year, we found 1,044 total moths!  The largest number were trapped at the end of July with 721 
found in one week.  This increase was most likely caused by a big weather front that dropped into Ohio from the 
North. 

 
 
2014 Ohio Wheat Performance Tests Available 
OSU Extension is pleased to announce the 2014 Ohio Wheat Performance Test results have been posted 
at: http://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/wheattrials/   The purpose of the Ohio Wheat Performance Test is to evaluate 
wheat varieties, blends, brands, and breeding lines for yield, grain quality and other important performance 
characteristics. This information gives wheat producers comparative information for selecting the varieties best 
suited for their production system and market. Varieties differ in yield potential, winter hardiness, maturity, 
standability, disease and insect resistance, and other agronomic characteristics.  The results are available by site 
(Crawford, Darke, Pickaway, Wayne, & Wood) at http://oardc.osu.edu/wheattrials/regions.asp?year=2014#single 
 
Researchers are Close to Creating an Allergy-free Peanut 
Original article written by Ros Krasny 
 
A new method for removing allergens from peanuts means help could soon be on the way 
for the roughly 2.8 million Americans with a potentially life-threatening allergy to the 
popular food.  The United States Department of Agriculture reported last week that 
researchers at North Carolina A&T State University have found a way to reduce peanut 
allergens by 98 percent to 100 percent by focusing on certain proteins that can trigger food-related anaphylaxis, a 
severe, whole-body allergic reaction.  The university has signed an agreement with Xemerge, a Toronto-based firm 
that commercializes emerging technologies in food and agriculture, to research the marketing potential of 
hypoallergenic peanut products.  The treatment is effective whether peanuts are whole, broken into pieces or 
ground into flour.  It has also shown promise in wheat, one of the top eight food allergens in the United States, and 
tree nuts.  The process consists of pretreating shelled and skinless peanuts with a food-grade enzyme. This post-
harvest process does not change the peanut’s shape or cause lipid oxidation – a key consideration when determining 
a product’s shelf life.   Researchers at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s School of Medicine performed 
skin-prick tests to validate the research results on human test subjects.    
 
Peanuts cause serious allergic reactions in about 0.9 percent of the U.S. population, including about 400,000 school-
age children.  Anaphylaxis symptoms can include difficulty breathing, low blood pressure, swelling of the tongue, 
eyes or face; stomach pain, nausea and vomiting; skin rashes, blisters, itching, inflammation, and pain; and in some 
cases death. The average U.S. consumer eats more than six pounds of peanuts and peanut products each year, 
according to USDA, with more than half of that in the form of peanut butter. Peanuts consumed in candy and as 
snacks are also popular.  The amount of peanut butter eaten in the United States each year could wrap the Earth in a 
ribbon of 18-ounce jars one and one-third times, according to the National Peanut Board. 
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Corn Growth Stages 
Source- Purdue University: http://extension.entm.purdue.edu/fieldcropsipm/corn-stages.php 
 
This identification system divides plant development for corn into vegetative (V) and reproductive (R) stages. The (V) 
stages are designated numerically as V1, V2, V3, etc. through V(n) where (n) represents the number of leaves with 
visible collars. The first and last (V) stages are designated as VE (emergence) and VT (tasseling). The six reproductive 
stages are simply designated numerically. 
 
Vegetative and Reproductive Stages 
Each leaf stage is defined according to the uppermost leaf whose leaf 
collar is visible. Loss of the lower leaves will begin about V6 due to 
increased stalk size and nodal root growth. To determine the proper leaf 
stage after lower leaf loss, split the stalk lengthwise and inspect for 
internode elongation. The first node above the first elongated internode 
is generally the fifth leaf node. This fifth leaf node can be used as a 
reference point for counting the top leaf collar. 
 

Vegetative Stages  
Stage Description 

VE Emergence 
V1 One leaf with collar visible  
V2 Two leaves with collars visible  
V(n) (n) leaves with collars visible  
VT Last branch of tassel is completely visible 
 

Reproductive Stages  
Stage Description 

R1 Silking - silks visible outside the husks  
R2 Blister - kernels are white and resemble a 

blister in shape  
R3 Milk - kernels are yellow on the outside with a 

milky inner fluid  
R4  Dough - milky inner fluid thickens to a pasty 

consistency  
R5 Dent - nearly all kernels are denting  
R6 Physiological maturity - the black abscission 

layer has formed  
 

"How A Corn Plant Develops", Special Report No. 48, Iowa State University, Reprinted February, 1996.  

Forecast: Farm Net Income to Slip 14% in 2014 
By: Alison Rice, AgWeb.com Markets and News Editor. http://www.agweb.com/ 
 
Farmers should prepare themselves for a thinner profit margin in 2014, according 
to numbers released today by the USDA’s Economic Research Service.  According 
to the 2014 Farm Income Forecast, net farm income is expected to fall $113.2 
billion this year, which represents nearly a 14 percent drop compared to last year. 
The reason is threefold: lower commodity prices, especially for corn; higher input 
costs for fertilizer, seeds, pesticides; and the end of direct government payments, 
thanks to changes in the Farm Bill. 
 
Despite slimmer margins, though, farmers are still doing well; the 2014 forecast of 
more than $113 billion in net income is still $25 billion higher than the previous 10-year average, according to the 
USDA-ERS.  The report’s prediction of lower crop receipts, with a $12.8 billion drop for corn alone, is no surprise, 
given the going rate for the grain. On Tuesday, the December futures price for a bushel of corn opened at $3.664. 
Farmers’ soybean receipts are also projected to fall, sinking by $6 billion overall, according to the USDA report.  
 

http://extension.entm.purdue.edu/fieldcropsipm/corn-stages.php
http://www.agweb.com/news/bio.aspx?AuthorId=538
http://www.agweb.com/
http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/farm-economy/farm-sector-income-finances/2014-farm-sector-income-forecast.aspx


Unfortunately as growers know, the cost of production is not falling. Farmers spent an additional $14.2 billion this 
year on production expenses. The cost of seeds, pesticide and fertilizer has increased 3.5 percent, or an additional 
$2.3 billion, this year, according to the report. The biggest jump came from fertilizer, where prices have skyrocketed 
17 percent this year, thanks to global demand.  Seeds are also becoming more expensive. Monsanto announced in 
August that it plans to raise its seed prices, although by less than the steep 10 percent to 15 percent increases of 
years past.  
 
The farm business to be in right now? Livestock. Feed grain prices are down 12.5 percent, thanks to lower commodity 
prices, and prices are up, courtesy of foreign demand for American meat and historically low cattle herd numbers. 
Overall, it adds up to a projected 15 percent increase in receipts for cattle producers, 20 percent for hog producers, 
and 21 percent for dairy farmers in 2014. 
  
Berry Sampling to Determine Maturity  
by David Scurlock, OSU/OARDC Viticulture Outreach Specialist 
 
Berry sampling begins a couple of weeks past veraison and continues up until harvest. Sampling is first done on a 
weekly basis to follow the development of the maturity of the grape and then as you more closely approach harvest 
samples should be taken every other day. A good sample consists of taking a minimum of a couple replicate samples 
of 100 berries each per variety. A good cross section of you particular block will include berries taken from the top, 
middle and bottom of the clusters at random and taken both within the canopy interior as well as the exterior.  
 
Avoid the vines on the outside of the vineyard. These vines usually are bigger vines and differ more than interior 
vines. Adopt a pattern of every third vine and a couple of berries taken each vine that will give you a good 
representative sample and one that is reproducible through the berry sampling period from veraison to harvest. The 
larger the sample size and the more representative your sample will be of the particular block and the closer your 
results will compare with the must results from the winery at the time of pressing. This is a decision you will have to 
make.  
 
Time and cost of performing sampling and running the lab tests all figure in to what you can afford to do. Your berry 
sample test results should increase in sugar content and your acid levels should go down as you approach harvest. 
This is a good tool for the grower and winemaker to use to communicate to each other and plan or predict a harvest 
date. Be advised that a sample taken right after a rain will, you guessed it, be diluted, so the sugar readings will be 
lower and the acid content will also be lower and give you a false reading due to the uptake of water. It is best to 
wait a day after a rain to take your sample or do it a day earlier if rain is forecasted. There can also be a point where 
the acid levels begin to increase. This is due to berry shriveling or loss of water content and the acid concentration 
may increase.   
 
Plan on taking berry samples the same time of day and day of week to have consistent & comparable results. As you 
approach harvest, sample every other day and at the same time of day and keep close contact with the winemaker or 
buyer. If you do everything right you will still be about a brix higher than the brix content of the must at the time of 
pressing. That is close enough. There are berries inside the cluster which are less ripe and cannot be easily sampled 
unless whole clusters are used. Whole cluster sampling usually means a smaller sample size.  Whole cluster sampling 
usually involves a minimum of 20 clusters, which means you only sampled 20 vines per block. Berry sampling you are 
probably sampling double that amount of vines. Either method you choose, it is a good means to follow the maturity 
of the grapes and a good means to communicate to the winemaker or buyer.  
 
It is good if you can run lab tests on Brix, pH and TA (titrable acidity) to report your results to the winemaker. Another 
good idea is to invite the winemaker/buyer to your vineyard to inspect, sample or taste the berries. Communication 
is the key to great results! 



Source: http://www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/grapeweb/images/OGEN_29_AUGUST_2014(28).pdf 
 
U.S. Dairy Markets and Policy Update  
Dr. Cameron S. Thraen, Associate Professor and OSUE State Dairy Markets and Policy Specialist, Department of 
Agricultural, Environmental and Development Economics, The Ohio State University 
 
Policy Update: Margin Protection Program (MPP) 
On August 28, 2014, USDA Secretary Vilsack officially announced the start of the new Margin Protection Program 
(MPP). Here are some of the highlights. If you elect to participate, you will be required to establish a production 
history (PH) based on the highest annual production from the calendar years 2011, 2012, or 2013.  Once established, 
your production history will be allowed to increase by the U.S. average production growth.  There is no penalty for 
increasing production over this level other than the stipulation that extra production will not be eligible for the 
coverage under the MPP.  Selecting coverage above the lowest level of $4 will require you to pay a premium.   
 
Premiums follow a two tier schedule.  For a production base at 4 million pounds or less, there is one schedule, and 
for those farms with a production base over 4 million pounds, another more expensive schedule exists.  For those 
producers whose annual production is at or below 4 million pounds, the cost of coverage all the way up to $6.50 
remains very reasonable, only becoming more expensive at the $7 to $8 levels.  For a producer whose annual 
production base is above the 4 million pounds, the cost is still modest up to the $5 level, but then it increases rather 
significantly above that point.  There are provisions for new farms, farms with multiple owners and owners with 
multiple farms.  You will not be allowed to simultaneously use Livestock Gross Margin (LGM) Insurance and this MPP 
program.  There are rules in place that spell out very clearly how MPP and LGM-dairy will coexist.   
 
As the program is now officially launched, you will be able to register with your local USDA Farm Services Agency 
beginning September 2, 2014 up through November 28, 2014.  At the time of registration, you will be able to select a 
coverage percentage (25 to 90%, 5% increments) and a coverage level ($4 to $8, 50 cent increments).  During this 
initial period, you will be able to make this selection for the remainder of 2014 and all of 2015. A producer does not 
have to make this decision now but can wait until the following registration period.  However, once the decision is 
made to register and participate in the program, you are obligated to pay the $100 administrative fee each year until 
September 2018.  Elections of coverage percentage and coverage level are made each year and can be changed 
during the enrollment period for each year.  After November 2014, enrollment will occur from July through 
September for calendar years 2016, 2017, and 2018. 
 
In addition to the MPP, the farm bill language directs the Secretary of Agriculture to implement a dairy product 
purchase and donation program to augment commercial demand with the intent of increasing the milk price in times 
of low margins. 
 
The new dairy program published in the U.S. Federal Register can be found at: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-
2014-08-29/pdf/2014-20567.pdf If you do not enjoy reading the U.S. Federal Register, you will find a very readable 
exposition on the new dairy program at this link: http://dairymarkets.org/PubPod/Pubs/IL14-02.pdf. Information 
about the dairy margin tool as administered by the USDA Farm Service Agency can be found 
at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/pages/content/farmBill/fb_MPPDTool.jsp  
 

http://dairy.wisc.edu/Tools/MILC-MPP.html). 

National U.S. Dairy Margin Update 
 
The MPP margin is forecasted to stay above $10.00/cwt through the next 15 months.  This forecast is updated 
daily.  If you wish to follow the Dairy Markets and Policy DPMPP margin forecast, go to the DmaP website 
(
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If you would like to read more about these programs, link into the Dairy Markets and Policy website 
(http://dairymarkets.org/MPP/).  Here you will find a wide assortment of support information on this new program. 
  
The Dairy Margin Protection Program: Information and Opportunities 
The 2014 Farm Bill initiated a new dairy risk management program that is expected to assist with price risk 
management when the MILC and price support programs expire this fall.   All dairy farmers will need to make a 
decision whether to participate or not. If a farm chooses to participate, they will also have to indicate a level of 
participation.  Join OSU Extension at one of two meetings which will be held in Northeast Ohio for dairy farm families 
to learn more about the Dairy Margin Protection Program.  Registration and refreshments will start at 9:30 with the 
meeting to start at 10:00 a.m. and concluding by 3:00 p.m.    Topics which will be discussed at these meetings 
include: What is the DMPP and how will it work?, Dairy Decision Tool Software Demo, Dairy Cost of Production and 
tools for calculating your costs and margin, and should our farm participate in this program?  
 
The meeting dates are: 
September 11, 2014  
Mahoning County Experimental Farm 7475 Columbiana- Canfield Rd. Canfield, Oh 44406  
Hosted by: Mahoning County Extension 330-533-5538 490 South Broad Street Canfield, Oh 44406  
Registration Due: September 4th  
 
September 15, 2014  
OARDC Shisler Center 1680 Madison Ave. Wooster, Oh 44691  
Hosted by: Wayne County Extension 330-264-8722 428 W. Liberty St. Wooster, Oh 44691  
Registration Due: September 8th  
 
Dairy producers should also check out http://dairy.osu.edu for additional Farm Bill DMPP software training programs 
as they are scheduled, and updates to the Farm Bill education resources.  Follow-up meetings will be held to review 
risk-management alternatives and provide training in the use of the Dairy Decision Software Tools. 
 
There is a registration fee of $15 per person.  Mail- in registrations preferred. Detach registration and return with 
your check payable to “OSU Extension” to the county hosting the meeting that you plan on attending.  A registration 
flyer can be found on the Ashtabula County Extension website at: http://go.osu.edu/ne-events 
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2014 Ashtabula SWCD Fall Amur Sale is Now in Progress.   
Are you looking to control weeds in your pond?  If so, you will be interested to know the Ashtabula County Soil & 
Water Conservation District is conducting their annual Triploid White Amur Sale. This fish are a great natural way to 
control those pesky weeds in your pond.  Triploid White Amur or better known as grass carp are native to large rivers 
of eastern Asia and are a member of the minnow family.  They were first introduced into the United States in 1963 as 
a method of controlling aquatic plants since there are no large North American fish species that are primarily plant-
eaters.  In Ohio, it is only legal to sell or stock triploid grass carp because triploid in fish results in their sterility.  
Stocking diploid grass carp could result in successful reproduction and their escape from a pond or lake could result 
in ecological damage to natural aquatic plant communities in adjacent areas.  
 
Grass carp grow quickly in waters containing large amounts of preferred plant species, often attaining weights of 10–
12 pounds in 2–3 years.  Plant consumption can approach 100% of their body weight per day when water 
temperatures are between 70°F and 86°F. Consumption declines as waters cool.  SWCD will be taking orders until 
September 19 and each Amur sells for $14.00 each and are between 10-12” in length. Fish will arrive at the Ashtabula 
County Fair Grounds west-side parking lot on Tuesday, September 23 and must be picked up between 9:30 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m.  You may obtain an order form from our SWCD website at www.ashtabulaswcd.org, or call their office at 
(440) 576-4946.   
 
Trumbull County Searching for Full-Time OSU Extension Educator for Agriculture & Natural Resources 
OSU Extension in Trumbull County is now taking applications (until September 14, 2014) for an Agricultural & Natural 
Resources Extension Educator.  The ANR Educator will provide overall leadership to developing and conducting a 
proactive applied research and education program in agriculture and natural resources to meet current and future 
needs in farm management, livestock and crop production, food security, home horticulture/Master Gardeners, 
commercial horticulture, farm land use issues, innovative agricultural business opportunities, environmental quality 
and sustainability, renewable energy, and bio-based products.    
 
Required job qualifications include: Master’s degree and at least one degree in agriculture, natural resources, or a 
related field (plant science is preferred). The successful candidate will have strong written and oral communication 
skills, and experience working with diverse clientele and organizations; demonstrated success in working as part of a 
team and initiating collaborative partnerships is sought; leadership ability, and strong teaching and subject matter 
expertise in at least one area of agriculture is necessary. Candidates must be willing to work flexible hours with 
minimal supervision.  To learn more about this position (Job #400890) or to apply, go 
to:  https://www.jobsatosu.com/postings/57553 
 
Farm Science Review Tickets Available 
Make plans to attend the Farm Science Review this September. Pre-sale tickets are now on sale at the Ashtabula and 
Trumbull County Extension offices for the Farm Science Review in London, Ohio from September 16-18, 2014.  
Sponsored by The Ohio State University’s College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences, the Farm Science 
Review is known as the Midwest’s premier agricultural event and draws more than 130,000 farmers, growers, 
producers and agricultural enthusiasts from across the U.S. and Canada annually. Participants are able to peruse 
4,000 product lines from more than 600 commercial exhibitors and engage in educational opportunities with Ohio 
State and Purdue University specialists, Ohio State Extension, and the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development 
Center. This year’s show will mark the 10th anniversary of partnership with Purdue University and Purdue Extension. 
 
Pre-sale tickets are $7.00 per person or $10 at the gate. Tickets will be on sale until 4:30 p.m. on Monday, September 
15, 2014.  The FSR show hours are: Tuesday and Wednesday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm and Thursday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
More information about the Farm Science Review can be found at: http://fsr.osu.edu/ A complete listing of the show 
schedule can be found at: http://fsr.osu.edu/resources/documents/pdf/2014-docs/2104-show-schedule 
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“What Do I Need to Know to Raise Brambles?” Workshop to be Held on September 11 
Are you dreaming of succulent, home-grown raspberries and blackberries next summer?  It’s a dream that can come 
true with some planning and preparation this fall.  Join OSU Extension and the Ashtabula County Master Gardeners 
for their “What Do I Need to Know to Raise Brambles?” workshop on Thursday, September 11, 2014 from 6:30 to 
8:00 p.m.  During this class, experienced fruit grower and Master Gardener Volunteer, Alice Vervais, will explain the 
planning decisions and plot preparation secrets for raising successful raspberries and blackberries.  She will also 
discuss how to renovate existing but declining or neglected bramble beds.  Learn more about selecting the right 
variety for your garden.   This class is limited to 35 participants.  There is a class fee of $3 per person.  Pre-
registration is requested by September 8, 2014.  Call the Ashtabula County Extension office at 440-576-9008 for 
more information.  
 
  
****************************************************************************** 
PLEASE SHARE…this newsletter with farmers or others who are interested in agricultural topics in Ashtabula & 
Trumbull Counties. Please tell your friends and neighbors to sign up for the list.  CONTACT: marrison.2@osu.edu 
****************************************************************************** 
Readers can subscribe electronically to this newsletter by sending an e-mail message to: marrison.2@osu.edu.   If 
you would like to opt-out of receiving this newsletter, please e-mail marrison.2@osu.edu with the words: 
UNSUBSCRIBE 
  

 
 
****************************************************************************** 
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	Vegetative Stages Stage Description VE Emergence V1 One leaf with collar visible V2 Two leaves with collars visible Vn n leaves with collars visible VT Last branch of tassel is completely visible: 


